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“Watch this!” Jasmine called to her best friends, Ellie and Summer, as she stood on the side of Honeyvale Swimming Pool. She dived perfectly into the deep water, barely making a ripple in the smooth blue surface.

“Oh, I wish I was brave enough to dive like that,” Summer sighed.

“That was brilliant, Jasmine!” Ellie clapped as Jasmine bobbed up with her long dark hair clinging to her back and a big grin on her face. “My turn now.”

Jasmine swam over to watch with Summer as Ellie got out of the pool. Jasmine’s grandma waved and smiled at them from the café.
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“Geronimo!” Ellie cried, jumping into the air in a star shape and pulling a funny face before plunging down into the water in a tangle of arms and legs.

Summer and Jasmine giggled as droplets of water splashed them.

Ellie’surfaced next to them, her green eyes dancing and her usually curly red hair plastered against her head. “At least I didn’t do a belly flop,” she giggled.

“You try now, Summer,” said Jasmine.

“Um…” Summer hesitated. “I don’t really like diving and jumping in. The water always gets up my nose.”

“Go on, Summer,” Ellie urged her. “It’s really fun.”

Butterflies fluttered in Summer’s stomach at the thought and she shook her head.

“It’s all right, you don’t have to,” Jasmine said, seeing her anxious face. “Let’s all play chase instead.”

“Can we play in the shallow end?” Summer asked hopefully.

Jasmine nodded. “Of course.”

“I’m not it!” cried Ellie, speeding off through the water.

“I will be,” said Jasmine. “I’ll count to ten. One, two, three…”

Summer splashed away, but even with a head start it didn’t take Jasmine long to tag her.

“Got you,” Jasmine gasped, touching her arm.

“You’re too fast!” Summer laughed.

“Okay, I’ll get Ellie instead.” Jasmine set off.

Summer smiled as she watched Jasmine chase Ellie across the pool and dabbled her fingers in the rippling water. She liked swimming but she wished she didn’t feel so worried about going out of her depth.

It was so much easier when we were swimming with the mermaids in the Secret Kingdom, she thought to herself. Then she’d been sprinkled with magical bubble dust that had let her breathe underwater.

[image: images]

The Secret Kingdom was a wonderful land that only she, Ellie and Jasmine knew about, where amazing creatures like unicorns, elves and pixies lived. Summer, Ellie and Jasmine had first discovered it when they had found a magic box at their school jumble sale, and since then they’d had all sorts of adventures there. Their pixie friend Trixibelle sent them a message in the Magic Box whenever the Secret Kingdom needed their help.

Summer knew there was trouble in the enchanted land at the moment. King Merry, the happy king, had been given a cursed cake by his sister, evil Queen Malice. She wanted to become the ruler of the land and so she had poisoned the cake with a curse that was slowly turning King Merry into a horrible creature called a stink toad. If King Merry didn’t drink a counter-potion by the time of the Secret Kingdom’s Summer Ball he would be a stink toad for good! Summer, Ellie and Jasmine had promised to help find the ingredients to make the counter-potion. So far they had managed to collect bubblebee honeycomb, silverspun sugar and dream dust, but there were still three more ingredients to find, and time was running out.

Summer glanced towards the changing rooms. She and her friends had started taking the Magic Box everywhere with them so that they wouldn’t miss a message from the Secret Kingdom. They had left it in Jasmine’s bag in their locker while they were swimming. What if their friends in the Secret Kingdom needed them right now? I’ll just go and check it, Summer thought, pulling herself out of the pool.

The others swam over as they saw their friend get out. “Are you okay, Summer?” Ellie asked.

“Yes,” Summer replied. “I’m just going to our locker to have a quick look.”

Ellie and Jasmine smiled. They didn’t need her to say any more, they knew exactly what she meant.

“We’ll come with you,” Jasmine grinned.

The three girls hurried to the changing room, dripping water as they went.

When they reached their locker they stopped. A light was shining out around the edges of the locker door!

“The Magic Box!” gasped Jasmine. “It’s glowing!”

Ellie looked round. Luckily there was no one else in the changing room to see. “Quick. Let’s get it out and see if it has a riddle for us!”
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Jasmine unlocked the locker and pulled out the beautiful carved wooden box. Shining words were already forming in the mirror on its lid.

“There is a message! We’ve got to find somewhere safe to read it.” she exclaimed.

Summer had an idea. “What about one of the cubicles?”

It was a squeeze to get all three of them inside a cubicle but they just about managed it. The girls all stared at the lid as Summer read out the words:
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