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Introduction


Early autumn is when my husband, Mark, and I enjoy the last days of sailing before the boat must be put away for the winter. Windsong is a small clinker-built boat, which means she spends the winter in the water, with the top part of the boat well wrapped against the elements. But before that, she takes us to some beautiful places. One of these is the Butley River in Suffolk. The Butley is not far from Windsong’s winter mooring in Martlesham Creek, so it is a regular place to visit in the autumn. We moor the boat on a buoy in the middle of the river. This gives us a fantastic vantage point to watch the plentiful wildlife.




[image: Colourful illustration of two deer looking at one another in a dense woodland.]





Our mooring place is close to a small jetty, which is used by a kingfisher as a fishing post. Every morning and evening, the kingfisher returns to this same post; the bird is a whirling, beautiful flash of orange and turquoise. We also watch seals basking on the riverbank, waiting for the tide to turn and bring them a fishy supper. On each side of the river are grassy fields – feeding places for flocks of autumn geese. Canada, greylag, pink-footed and barnacle geese spend the day there. But in the evening, they move further inland to their night-time roosts. Moving from these fields is not done quietly. The geese start with one or two honking calls, but before long the calls build to a deafening crescendo. We sit aboard Windsong, beer in hand, watching great honking clouds of geese skim over the boat. The flocks have to part round our mast, then rejoin into one big whirling mass of feathers and noise. It is a spellbinding moment. Once the light has gone, the geese are gone, and the river is still and quiet.
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