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Introduction





At most birthday parties I’ve attended for adults over the age of twenty-nine, after “Happy Birthday to You” and “How Old Are You?” have been sung, an awkward moment arrives when someone really should say something clever before all the old fogies in attendance fall asleep for lack of aural stimulation.


This is the book for that moment. In it, you will find words of wit and wisdom about:


• why youth is wasted on the young


• the value of experience


• the meaning of life


• why death is really not all that bad (considering the grief your loved ones subject you to)


You can use the quotes, jokes, and rhymes in these pages to dress up an otherwise dull speech. Or, simply pass the book around to those who are still awake and ask them to read their favorite one-liners aloud. This book will turn anyone into a world-class wit.


There is a certain amount of wisdom and truth in these quips from Betty White, Billy Crystal, George Bush, Sex and the City, Chris Rock, George Carlin, Mark Twain, Bill Cosby, Rita Rudner, Henny Youngman, Erma Bombeck, Oscar Wilde, and other wits. They’d all agree on one thing: Laughing about getting older is a lot better than the alternative.
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Youth





Youth is a wonderful thing. What a crime to waste it on children.


—George Bernard Shaw


The young are always ready to give to those who are older than themselves the full benefits of their inexperience.


—Oscar Wilde


You are only young once, but you can stay immature indefinitely.


—Ogden Nash
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When I was young, the Dead Sea was still alive.


—George Burns


I am not young enough to know everything.


—Oscar Wilde


Life would be infinitely happier if we could only be born at the age of eighty and gradually approach eighteen.


—Mark Twain





Middle Age





Middle age is when your classmates are so gray and wrinkled and bald they don’t recognize you.


—Bennet Cerf


A man has reached middle age when he is warned to slow down by his doctor instead of the police.


—Henny Youngman


Middle age is the time a guy starts turning out lights for economic rather than romantic reasons.


—John Marino


Middle age is when you’re faced with two temptations and you choose the one that will get you home by 9 o’clock.


—Ronald Reagan


Middle age is when you still believe you’ll feel better in the morning.


—Bob Hope


Middle age is when you know all the answers and nobody asks you the questions.


—Bob Phillips
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Middle age is when a narrow waist and a broad mind begin to change places.


—Glenn Dorenbush


Middle age is when your wife tells you to pull in your stomach, and you already have.


—Jack Barry


Middle age is when your age starts showing around your middle.


—Bob Hope


Middle age is when a woman’s hair starts turning from gray to black.


—Anonymous


Years ago, we discovered the exact point, the dead center of middle age. It occurs when you are too young to take up golf and too old to rush up to the net.
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