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Explanation


Explanation of the Official Guide to the Rules of Golf


The R&A and the USGA have produced the Official Guide to the Rules of Golf as a reference book designed for those involved in the administration of golf at all levels of the game. The latest edition of the Rules is a result of the Rules Modernization initiative, which has been fundamental and far-reaching, bringing the Rules up to date to fit the needs of the game today, while preserving golf’s essential principles and character.


The Rules of Golf with Interpretations


The first section of the Official Guide focuses on the Rules of Golf effective from January 2019. The Rules of Golf are reproduced in full in the Official Guide, and presented on a shaded background for ease of reference.


The Rules are supplemented by Interpretations, which are located directly under the sub-Rule they relate to, and appear on a white background so that they are easily distinguished from the Rules.


The vast majority of questions that arise on the course will be answerable solely by reference to the Rules of Golf. It is strongly recommended that a thorough review of the relevant Rule is undertaken before referring to the Interpretations for guidance on a specific point. Interpretations are provided only for aspects of the Rules that are considered to require additional clarification, which is then provided by way of explanation and, in many cases, using examples.


For users of the Official Guide who have been familiar with the former “Decisions on the Rules of Golf”, you will find that a large number of the Decisions from that publication, particularly those that contained


iv









[image: image]





Explanation


important points of principle, now form part of the Rules of Golf. This has been one of the key features of the modernization of the Rules.


Committee Procedures


The second section, entitled “Committee Procedures”, contains practical guidance for those involved in running day to day play at golf courses or running competitions at all levels of the game. It is divided into guidance for “general play” (when the Committee is not running a competition) and guidance for “competitions”, while recognizing that the two often overlap.


The Committee Procedures is a compendium of information that was previously contained in a variety of different publications, but which has now been brought together to provide a much more accessible, user-friendly guide to all aspects of Rules-related golf administration.


The role of the Committee, how to mark and set up the course, establishing the Terms of the Competition and Local Rules, starting and scoring, pace of play policies and establishing a code of conduct are just some of the subjects that are covered in the Committee Procedures. Section 8 in the Committee Procedures provides Model Local Rules that Committees can adopt to meet local needs, and also provides important guidance relating to the introduction of Local Rules that differ from the Model Local Rules.


There is a very detailed Contents page for the Committee Precedures (see page 369), which should enable the reader to locate specific items.


The Modified Rules of Golf for Players with Disabilities


The Modified Rules of Golf for Players with Disabilities are reproduced in the final section of the Official Guide. The goal of The R&A and the USGA in producing these Modified Rules is to allow a player with a disability to play fairly with players who have no disabilities, the same disability or different types of disabilities. The R&A and the USGA have received valuable input from the community of players with disabilities, disability organizations and other sources to identify modifications that are fair and appropriate from all perspectives.


v







see page 369
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Explanation of
the Official Guide
to the Rules of Golf

The R&A and the USGA have produced the Official Guide to the
Rules of Golf as a reference book designed for those involved in the
administration of golf at all levels of the game.The latest edition of the
Rules is a result of the Rules Modernization initiative, which has been L
fundamental and far-reaching, bringing the Rules up to date to fit the
needs of the game today, while preserving golf’s essential principles and
character. o

The Rules of Golf with Interpretations

The first section of the Official Guide focuses on the Rules of Golf
effective from January 2019.The Rules of Golf are reproduced in full
in the Official Guide, and presented on a shaded background for ease
of reference.

The Rules are supplemented by Interpretations, which are located
directly under the sub-Rule they relate to, and appear on a white
background so that they are easily distinguished from the Rules.

The vast majority of questions that arise on the course will be
answerable solely by reference to the Rules of Golf. It is strongly
recommended that a thorough review of the relevant Rule is undertaken
before referring to the Interpretations for guidance on a specific point.
Interpretations are provided only for aspects of the Rules that are L
considered to require additional clarification, which is then provided by
way of explanation and, in many cases, using examples.

For users of the Official Guide who have been familiar with the former
“Decisions on the Rules of Golf”, you will find that a large number of
the Decisions from that publication, particularly those that contained -
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Explanation

important points of principle, now form part of the Rules of Golf. This
has been one of the key features of the modernization of the Rules.

Committee Procedures

The second section, entitled “Committee Procedures”, contains
practical guidance for those involved in running day to day play at golf
courses or running competitions at all levels of the game. It is divided
into guidance for “general play” (when the Committee is not running
a competition) and guidance for “competitions”, while recognizing that
the two often overlap.

The Committee Procedures is a compendium of information that was
previously contained in a variety of different publications, but which has
now been brought together to provide a much more accessible, user-
friendly guide to all aspects of Rules-related golf administration.

The role of the Committee, how to mark and set up the course,
establishing the Terms of the Competition and Local Rules, starting and
scoring, pace of play policies and establishing a code of conduct are just
some of the subjects that are covered in the Committee Procedures.
Section 8 in the Committee Procedures provides Model Local Rules
that Committees can adopt to meet local needs, and also provides
important guidance relating to the introduction of Local Rules that
differ from the Model Local Rules.

There is a very detailed Contents page for the Committee Precedures
(see page 369), which should enable the reader to locate specific items.

The Modified Rules of Golf for Players with Disabilities

The Modified Rules of Golf for Players with Disabilities are reproduced
in the final section of the Official Guide.The goal of The R&A and the
USGA in producing these Modified Rules is to allow a player with a
disability to play fairly with players who have no disabilities, the same
disability or different types of disabilities. The R&A and the USGA have
received valuable input from the community of players with disabilities,
disability organizations and other sources to identify modifications that
are fair and appropriate from all perspectives.





OEBPS/images/page_i.jpg
RCA USGA.
Official Guide

tothe
Rules of Golf

Effective January 2019





OEBPS/images/page020.jpg
20

Contents

Loose Impediment/3 — Status of Saliva -« -« ---vvoviiie
Loose Impediment/4 — Loose Impediments Used to Surface aRoad - -- - -
Loose Impediment/5 — Living Insect Is Never StickingtoaBall - - - - - ... ..
Lost/| — Ball May Not Be Declared Lost - .- .....ovvuiuiaeiiii..

Lost/2 — Player May Not Delay the Start of Search to Gain
an Advantage

Lost/3 — Search Time Continues When Player Returns to Play a
Provisional Ball

Lost/4 — Search Time When Searching for Two Balls .. ................
Movable Obstruction/| — Abandoned Ball Is a Movable Obstruction - . . . .
Moved/| — When Ball Resting on Object Has Moved .................

Moved/2 — Television Evidence Shows Ball at Rest Changed Position
but by Amount Not Reasonably Discernible to Naked Eye .............

Nearest Point of Complete Relief/| — Diagrams lllustrating Nearest
Pointof Complete Relief: s vvs.5.000 miiis G 15 55 bataeins Si 495

Nearest Point of Complete Relief/2 — Player Does Not Follow
Recommended Procedure in Determining Nearest Point of
Complete Relief . .. .....oovviniiiiiiiiiiiiii

Nearest Point of Complete Relief/3 — Whether Player Has Taken
Relief Incorrectly If Condition Still Interferes for Stroke with Club
Not Used to Determine Nearest Point of Complete Relief ............

Nearest Point of Complete Relief/4 — Player Determines Nearest Point
of Complete Relief but Is Physically Unable to Make Intended Stroke - . .. ...

Nearest Point of Complete Relief/5 — Player Physically Unable to
Determine Nearest Point of Complete Relief - .......................

No Play Zone/| — Status of Growing Things Overhanging a No Play Zone - . -
Obstruction/| — Status of Paint Dots and Paint Lines .. ................
Qutside Influence/| — Status of Air and Water When Atrtificially Propelled
Replace/| — Ball May Not Be Replaced witha Club ...................
Stroke/| — Determining If a Stroke Was Made. .......................
Wrong Ball/l — Part of Wrong Ball Is Still Wrong Ball . ................

A O0O000000000000000





