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Holiday Gifts From the Workshop






Introduction



Finding just the right gift can sometimes seem an impossible task. If you like to work with wood or would like to try, making your holiday gifts can be a way to solve your most difficult gift-giving problems. Creating interesting, useful pieces for your family and friends will be a rewarding experience for you, and the recipients will be pleased with a one-of-a-kind present that will be appreciated well after the holidays pass into memory.


You need not be a master cabinetmaker to build any of the projects in this bulletin. While some are more complicated than others, just follow the step-by-step instructions and illustrations. It’s easy.


Materials for these projects may be purchased at hardware stores, lumberyards, and building-supply stores. If a particular type of wood is unavailable, a suitable substitute can be found.


Hand tools will suffice for most of the projects. You don’t need a basement full of power tools, but they are useful for some of the operations. The tools for all the projects are listed below.


Tools


Hand Tools


Tape measure


Hammer


Crosscut saw


Backsaw Coping saw or keyhole saw


Try square or combination square


Carpenter’s square


Smooth or block plane


Router plane


Chisel


Screwdriver


Clamps: C-clamps, web clamp, bar clamps


Brace or hand drill


Drill bits, counter sinks, and hole cutters


Compass


Scratch awl or ice pick


4’ level


Useful Power Tools


Band Saw


Portable drill or drill press


Portable saber saw


Router


Table saw


With a little foresight, any of these projects can be finished in time for the holidays. You can avoid pre-holiday panic by setting aside enough time and organizing your work space. Before you begin, here are some pointers that will yield a stress-free, pleasurable woodworking experience.





Helpful Hints for Woodworking Projects



1. Start with a large, clean work area with adequate ventilation. A clear surface for all your tools and materials will set a positive tone for a successful project and help prevent accidents.


2. Gather all the materials and tools in advance or you’ll spend more time scrambling for missing items than working!


3. Choose good-quality tools for your work. Worn-out or defective tools can be dangerous and will produce poor results.


4. Be sure you understand all the instructions and order of assembly before commencing. Try to anticipate any problems you will face and come up with solutions.


5. Always check the fit prior to any nailing or gluing operation by clamping the pieces together. A poor fit will lead to an imperfect result or possibly a complete failure with the piece falling apart.


6. Remove all excess glue with a damp cloth from surfaces that will show. Dried glue will mar surfaces to be finished.


7. Do not rush the finish! Sand surfaces and edges smooth and remove dust before finishing with varnish, stain, or paint. Follow the manufacturer’s directions and allow the proper amount of time between coats. A good finish will reward your care and patience and will enhance the project.
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