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How to use this ebook:


•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.


•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.


•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.


•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.


•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Laguna Chaxa in the Salar de Atacama






WELCOME TO Chile



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


IF YOU HAVE…


IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR…


BEST OF Chile


WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS


CHILE’S NATIONAL PARKS


Carretera Austral Road Trip


Relax in the Lakes District and Chiloé


BEST BEACHES


Exploring the Atacama Desert


HIGH-ADRENALINE ADVENTURES


In many ways, Chile doesn’t make an awful lot of sense. Where else would you find the world’s driest non-polar desert bookending a country with one of the world’s largest continental ice sheets? What about the highest peaks of the Andes Mountains against the freezing waters of the Pacific Ocean, both of which have shaped the culture of this country across millennia?


North, south, east, and west; wherever you turn, this nation transforms in every conceivable way, from the colors of the landscapes to the traditions and ethnic makeup of the people. It can feel at times like you cross international borders when you move between regions: Each area has its own unique character, but all still represent modern Chile.


Strangely enough, Chile isn’t a place that likes to boast about its extraordinariness. There’s an underlying humility here that manifests in a resistance to ever fully embrace quite how remarkable this country is. But this means few outsiders truly prepare themselves for its reality, knowing little about this nation beyond the well-publicized Torres del Paine National Park, Atacama Desert, and Rapa Nui. Few know that Chile lays claim to the world’s oldest mummies, or the highest density of pumas on the planet, or even some of the globe’s finest wine.


Despite how much time I’ve spent exploring this nation, I’m still awed every time I do. Whether it’s clambering through rare Valdivian temperate rainforest on the lookout for pudú, stumbling on a bewitching glacial lake, or watching reverentially as the stars light up the sky above a remote mountain valley, every visit continues to enthrall.
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Salto Grande, Parque Nacional Torres del Paine






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Trekking through Parque Nacional Torres del Paine among precarious glaciers, milky blue lakes, elusive wildlife, and the iconic granite spires.








[image: image]



2 Road-tripping down the Carretera Austral through Chile’s wildest lands.
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3 Admiring colorful Chilote architecture.
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4 Stargazing in the world’s clearest night skies in the Valle de Elqui.
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5 Spotting unique Chilean wildlife from every corner of the country’s desert, mountain, and ocean ecosystems.
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6 Venturing by expedition cruise to mythical Cape Horn at the ends of the earth.
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7 Wine-tasting at Chile’s top vineyards in the Valle de Casablanca and Valle de San Antonio or in the Colchagua Valley.
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8 Setting foot on Rapa Nui, a Polynesian island like nowhere else on the planet.
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9 Exploring charming cities from dining in cosmopolitan Santiago to finding the best views of bohemian Valparaíso.
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10 Getting an adrenaline rush trying one of Chile’s adventure sports.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


Superlative in beauty and scale and at times utterly wild, Chile is a truly unique South American nation, where you can venture from desert to glacier, from pristine coastline to soaring mountaintop, and from clamorous metropolis to rural Indigenous community, all in one trip. Those seeking an unforgettable adventure will not be disappointed.


Santiago


In the country’s most modern city, fine-dining restaurants rub shoulders with typical Chilean bistros and spirited live music venues. Historic buildings host museums and cultural centers remembering Chile’s eventful history. The capital city’s backdrop of the snowcapped Andes means skiing, hiking, and remote weekend escapes are never far away.
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Catedral Metropolitana, Santiago





Valparaíso and Viña del Mar


On the coast west of Santiago is a cooler climate and crisper air, housing the seductive beach resort towns of hilly bohemian Valparaíso and modern Viña del Mar, where Chile’s rich and famous kick back during the summer. Picture-perfect coastal towns surround the two cities to the north and south, boasting glorious sun-drenched beaches. Nearby, the Valle de Casablanca is laced with long-standing vineyards.


Central Valley


Sliced in half by Chile’s main highway, the fertile Central Valley is crisscrossed by grapevines and framed by ski resorts on the shoulders of volcanoes. But the Central Valley has more to offer than just wineries and adventure sports. Coastal Concepción, the largest city in the region and the capital of Chilean rock music, is the gateway to a range of fascinating historical monuments.
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Lakes District



With its backdrop of perfectly conical volcanoes, temperate rainforest, and shimmering lakes, the Lakes District is Chile’s adventure capital. From Pucón or Puerto Varas, hike through national parks populated by unique flora and fauna, including the iconic araucaría (monkey puzzle tree). Summit an active volcano, relax in natural hot spring pools, and learn about the Mapuche in this beautiful region.


Chiloé


The Chiloé Archipelago dances to the beat of its own drum, with a traditional and relaxed pace of life. This is one of Chile’s lushest ecosystems. Parque Tepuhueico and remote Parque Tantauco are excellent places to encounter endemic wildlife such as the pudú (pygmy deer). The area is known for its architecture, which includes historic wooden churches and colorful palafitos (houses on stilts).


Northern Patagonia and the Carretera Austral


Northern Patagonia is an often overlooked landscape of dense forests and hidden glaciers. Drive Chile’s greatest road trip along the Carretera Austral, a picturesque highway. It traverses the region, snaking through barely populated land and world-class national parks filled with quiet trails and rare wildlife.
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fall in Northern Patagonia





Southern Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego


The emblematic granite spires of Parque Nacional Torres del Paine have made this South America’s hiking capital. It’s also a wildlife haven, home to penguin colonies and waters rich in marine life. Tierra del Fuego is perhaps Chile’s least-explored area, a landscape of steppe and snowcapped mountains that attracts hikers, adventurers, and fly-fishers.




If You Have…


• Five Days: Visit high-altitude geyser fields, flamingo-flecked salt flats, and high-altitude lakes in San Pedro de Atacama, stay in a plush vineyard hotel in the carménère-producing Valle de Colchagua, and dine in the country’s most innovative restaurants in modern Santiago.


• Ten Days: With ten days, explore the highlights of Patagonia by hiking, ice trekking, and puma watching in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine and across the border in Argentinean Patagonia, before heading north to the Lakes District to hike in volcanic Parque Nacional Conguillío, lounge in hot springs in Pucón, and explore the quaint, Germanic Frutillar.


• Two Weeks: Fly or take the ferry down to Patagonia to encounter penguin colonies and millennia-old glaciers, hike in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, and take a road trip along the remote, wild Carretera Austral.





Norte Chico


The Norte Chico is a region of inviting coastlines, green valleys, and wilderness that sees few international visitors. The unsung Parque Nacional Pan de Azúcar, a reserve of remote beaches and wildlife, is one of the region’s greatest draws. Chañaral de Aceituno is the country’s top spot for whale-watching. In Parque Nacional Llanos de Challe, rare periods of rainfall lead to one of Chile’s strangest sights: the desierto florido (flowering desert), when the otherwise barren land blooms with wildflowers in countless hues. Inland, the verdant Valle de Elqui produces Chile’s national spirit, pisco, and offers unparalleled stargazing.


Norte Grande and the Atacama Desert


Stretching from the border with Peru, the seemingly barren plains of the Norte Grande fold into the spine of the Andes. The region is home to the mummies of Arica, colossal waves beloved by surfers, and abandoned mining towns. The gateway to the Atacama Desert is San Pedro de Atacama, a place that promises lunar landscapes, otherworldly salt flats, and the world’s highest geysers.


Rapa Nui


Over 3,000 km (1,864 mi) from the mainland, Rapa Nui is Chile’s most enigmatic island, home to massive and awe-inspiring moai statues. Occupying most of the island is Parque Nacional Rapa Nui, Rapa Nui’s biggest draw, where you can see the moai and other monuments of this early culture. Relax in the laid-back town of Hanga Roa, or join in the celebration of the Rapa Nui culture during the annual Tapati Rapa Nui festival.


WHEN TO GO


Seasons in Chile are reversed from the seasons in the northern hemisphere. December-February is summer, and June-August is winter. September-November is spring, and March-May is fall. Unlike most South American destinations, Chile doesn’t have a specific rainy season, although most areas see more rainfall April-September.


Orcas and humpback, blue, and sei whales appear off the Pacific coast and in the Chilean fjords late November-April. Magellanic and Humboldt penguins breed on small islets off the coast September-March.


High Season


Summer offers warm days and warmer nights across the country and sees crowds in Patagonia, Rapa Nui, San Pedro de Atacama, and the Lakes District. Easter Week (Semana Santa) and the school holidays during the last two weeks of July are also high tourist season. Expect crowds and high prices at the ski resorts during this period.


Hotel prices, airfares, and bus fares soar during these periods. Booking in advance, in some cases up to six months ahead, is necessary. This is also the case for Chile’s 17 or so public holidays, when most restaurants and shops are closed. Many of the country’s main festivals and celebrations take place during summer.


Shoulder Seasons


Patagonia is best experienced in the shoulder seasons, October-November and March-April, when the weather is still warm and the fierce summer winds die down. While there is a growing trend toward accommodations and other tourist businesses opening earlier and staying open later in the season each year, some may not be open at the ends of these windows. In the rest of the country, these months are also a good time for tourist-free beaches. Independence Day celebrations are September 18-19 nationwide.


BEFORE YOU GO


Passports and Visas


Visitors from the United States must have a valid passport to enter Chile. No visa is required, but your airline may ask you for proof of onward travel before you board. Upon arrival, travelers are normally given an entry stamp for 90 days. Australian nationals must apply for a visa prior to visiting Chile. All visitors are given paper entry receipts, which must be presented at departure.


Advance Reservations


To travel in Patagonia during the December-February high season, book accommodations a few months in advance. For lodgings along the W and O routes in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, prebooking is compulsory; expect to book your lodgings at least four months in advance, or six if traveling over Christmas and New Year.
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Los Cuernos in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine





Overland bus transportation can be booked on the day of departure, but if you’re traveling in Patagonia, it’s best to reserve a few days in advance. The website www.kupos.cl is a reliable online booking platform that has the most accurate bus schedules. Boat transport can normally be arranged up to the week of travel, unless traveling with a car, in which case book at least a month out.


Transportation


Car rental is easy to arrange in cities across the country. Rates are more favorable when you book in advance and hire from within the city, rather than at the airport, particularly during the high season, when demand can often exceed supply in parts of Patagonia and around San Pedro de Atacama.


Getting There


Most travelers arrive by air to Santiago’s modern Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport.


The main overland routes into Chile are from Mendoza and El Calafate, Argentina. Crossing into Arica from Tacna, Peru, in the far north is also common.




If You’re Looking For…


• Fine dining: In Santiago, try out innovative contemporary Chilean cuisine.


• Water sports: Surf the waves in Iquique or Pichilemu. Go white-water rafting on Río Futaleufú.


• Hiking and camping: Explore Patagonia at its most wild and stark along the dramatic W or O routes in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine or in the national parks along the Carretera Austral. Trek up Volcán Villarrica in the Lakes District.


• Wildlife: Head to Chañaral de Aceituno for whale-watching. Visit Parque Pingüino Rey or Reserva Nacional Pingüino de Humboldt to see penguin colonies. Find flamingos in the Atacama Desert and pumas in Patagonia.


• Wine-tasting: Sample Chile’s signature carménère grape in the Valle de Colchagua or Syrah in the Valle de Casablanca.


• Skiing: Day-trip into the mountains for soft white powder close to Santiago at Valle Nevado. Venture into the Central Valley to ski the slopes at Nevados de Chillán.


• Indigenous culture: Stay overnight in a traditional Mapuche ruka in the Lakes District or learn about the enigmatic moai statues in Rapa Nui.





Getting Around


Domestic flights are the most comfortable means of covering large distances in Chile and are becoming increasingly affordable. Long-distance buses are slower but comfortable. For budget travelers, they are often the most practical form of transport. Renting a car allows far more flexibility and provides access to national parks that are otherwise difficult to reach. Budget plenty of time for car travel, as driving distances are vast.


Public transportation is very reliable across the country. In Santiago, the metro and bus systems are affordable and easy to use. Taxis booked through an app such as Easy Taxi, Cabify, and Uber are reliable and generally safe.


It’s possible to take a boat along the Patagonian coasts and fjords, with local passenger ferries and upmarket cruise ships offering a unique perspective of Chile. Adventurous travelers can also cover the full length of the country by bicycle.



[image: image]



BEST OF Chile


It should come as no surprise that Chile, which is larger in size than Texas, lays claim to a wealth of places to visit. It’s no mean feat to pack in the country’s highlights in a two-week trip, but you can combine standing in awe of some of its most jaw-dropping landscapes and remotest national parks with soaking up history and culture. This itinerary is selective and fast-paced. It requires a number of domestic flights to cover the necessary long distances between attractions.


Santiago


Day 1


Arrive in the morning into Santiago’s Aeropuerto Internacional Arturo Merino Benítez and take a taxi to the city center. Drop your luggage at the stylish boutique hotel Hotel Magnolia, in the heart of Barrio Lastarría.


Just a block from your hotel, take the paved path to the top of Cerro Santa Lucía for dazzling panoramas across the city to the mountains beyond.


Head to the Plaza de Armas, Santiago’s main square. Visit the 18th-century Catedral Metropolitana before spending an hour or so in the superb Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino, exploring the underground room dedicated to pre-Columbian Chilean textiles, ceramics, and religious artifacts.


For dinner, become acquainted with the country’s diverse wines and creatively plated Chilean dishes at Bocanáriz.


Valparaíso and the Valle de Casablanca


Day 2


Take a tour west to the wine region of Valle de Casablanca. Drop in for a tasting and vineyard tour at Villard and Viñamar, then continue south to have lunch in the Valle de San Antonio for a five-course menu with wine pairing at the on-site restaurant at vineyard Matetic.


Have the tour drop you in Valparaíso; it’s an hour’s drive north from here. Treat yourself to a suite at Zero Hotel, a nine-bed boutique in Cerro Alegre with bewitching views of the bay.



Day 3



Join a free walking tour around the graffiti-daubed hills of Cerro Alegre and Cerro Bellavista and then pop into the Museo Municipal de Bellas Artes for a history lesson about the city. Dine on the freshest oysters and seafood at La Caperucita y El Lobo in Cerro Florida.


Spend the afternoon staring out at the ocean from La Sebastiana, the most famous home of Chilean poet Pablo Neruda. Be sure to ride on a couple of the creaky ascensores, historic funiculars that transport passengers up the city’s steep hills.


Southern Patagonia


Day 4


Catch the bus to Santiago and a taxi to the city’s airport to take an early-morning flight to Aeropuerto Internacional Presidente Carlos Ibáñez del Campo (3.5 hr) near Puerto Natales in Patagonia. Take a half-day horseback tour at a nearby ranch, or wander among historic weatherworn buildings and watch birds from the banks of the mountain-fringed sound on which the town is situated. Rent a car for the following day’s drive.


Enjoy dinner at the innovative Afrigonia (make a reservation ahead of time) before getting a good night’s sleep at Yaganhouse.


Day 5


Leave early for the 2.5-hour drive to the southern entrance of Parque Nacional Torres del Paine. Take a 3-hour round-trip boat tour to the snout of the dazzling Glaciar Grey.
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Parque Nacional Torres del Paine





Have dinner at Hotel Lago Grey, where you’ll get views of bobbing icebergs on the lake. This is also a good spot to spend the night.


Day 6


Start before dawn and take the road through the national park to the Centro de Bienvenida. From here, take the trail to Mirador Las Torres (16 km/10 mi round-trip; 6-10 hr), a viewpoint of the park’s eponymous towers. It’s a steep climb up a rocky valley to reach the lake and granite peaks.


Drive back to Puerto Natales. Treat yourself with a night in the gorgeous fjord-side hotel Simple Patagonia, including a dinner of gourmet Patagonian-inspired cuisine.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Wildlife Encounters


Chile is rich in wildlife. Bird-watchers will find over 430 species, 11 found nowhere else on earth, while the coasts teem with Magellanic and Humboldt penguin colonies. The forests that cover much of the Lakes District and Patagonia are abundant in land mammals, including pumas, guanacos, and huemules.


PENGUINS


• Find the Americas’ only colony of king penguins at Tierra del Fuego’s Parque Pingüino Rey.


• Surround yourself with a chattering 120,000-strong colony of Magellanic penguins at the Monumento Natural Los Pingüinos near Punta Arenas.


• Encounter 80 percent of the global population of Humboldt penguins at Reserva Nacional Pingüino de Humboldt near La Serena.


WHALES


• Encounter the extraordinary species that is the blue whale in the waters surrounding Chañaral de Aceituno.


• Boat out to the protected Parque Marino Francisco Coloane for a glimpse of elegant humpback whales.


PUMAS


• Watch for this elusive big cat in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine.


DEER


• Encounter the pudú, a timid miniature deer species, on the slippery trails of Parque Tepuhueico or scampering through the dense forests of Parque Nacional Pumalín Douglas Tompkins.


• Sector Valle Chacabuco and Sector Tamango of Parque Nacional Patagonia provide two of the final habitats of the 1,500 elusive and seriously endangered huemul.


CAMELIDS


• Grazing guanacos are a common sight on the grassy plains of Sector Valle Chacabuco in Parque Nacional Patagonia and on the windswept steppe of Parque Nacional Pali Aike, near Punta Arenas.


• The stark landscapes of the high-elevation Parque Nacional Lauca provide a welcome sanctuary for the delicate cinnamon-hued vicuña, which is prized for its fine coat that is turned into luxurious, expensive wool.


BIRDS


• The leggy rhea, a member of the emu family, can be spotted racing through the grasslands of Parque Nacional Patagonia in Sector Valle Chacabuco and Parque Nacional Torres del Paine.


• Vast groups of James’s, Andean, and Chilean flamingos can be spotted in the saline Laguna Chaxa near San Pedro de Atacama and flocking in the salty waters of the Salar de Surire in Reserva Nacional Las Vicuñas.


• The 3-m (9.5-ft) wingspan of the sacred Andean condor can be spotted in the skies above the Cajón del Maipo and Parque Nacional Torres del Paine.


• With its prized eggs playing a revered role in the ceremonies of the historical birdman cult, the tropical sooty tern breeds just off the coast of Rapa Nui.






Day 7



It’s time to visit Argentinean Patagonia. Board a bus (7-9 hr) for El Calafate, Argentina. Continue on to the southern sector of Parque Nacional Los Glaciares, 1.5 hours west by bus. You can get within a few hundred meters of Glaciar Perito Moreno, an enormous, 25,000-ha (61,700-ac) slab of ice.
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Parque Nacional Los Glaciares





When you get back to El Calafate, sample classic Patagonian cordero al palo (spit-roasted lamb) at Rústico Asador before spending the night at Posada Larsen, with its magical lake views.


Day 8


Return to Puerto Natales by bus (7-9 hr). Transfer to a Punta Arenas-bound bus (3 hr 15 min). Once you arrive in Punta Arenas, try the king crab at the beautifully situated La Yegua Loca, which is also an inn. Spend the night here or at the affordable Hostal Aska Patagonia.


Day 9


From Punta Arenas, it’s possible to take a day tour of two different penguin colonies: Magellanic penguins at Monumento Natural Los Pingüinos or king penguins at Parque Pingüino Rey, in Tierra del Fuego. This private reserve protects a small colony of king penguins—the only colony in the Americas.


Day 10


Visit the Museo Regional de Magallanes to learn about a prominent Punta Arenas wool merchant family. Wander the promenade that parallels the Strait of Magellan for potential dolphin sightings.


Take an afternoon flight to Puerto Montt (2 hr 15 min), then transfer from the airport to lakeside Puerto Varas, just 20 minutes away. Dine at Casa Valdés for fancy but traditional Chilean seafood and stay overnight at bed-and-breakfast Compass del Sur to best appreciate the town’s homespun charm.



Lakes District



Day 11


Rent a car in Puerto Varas and head south to Parque Nacional Alerce Andino (1 hr 45 min). Bring a box lunch and tackle the 16-km (10-mi) hike through dense tracts of endemic Valdivian temperate rainforest to reach Laguna Triángulo.


Drive back to Puerto Varas and stop at the boutique hotel AWA and treat yourself with gourmet dining and a luxurious stay on the shores of Lago Llanquihue.


Day 12


Rise early and venture east around the lake to the majestic Saltos del Petrohué waterfalls in Parque Nacional Vicente Pérez Rosales. Circuit the lake counterclockwise by car, appreciating the looming Volcán Osorno on your right. Stop at quaint Frutillar and catch a show at the glorious Teatro del Lago followed by kuchen at Casa Rosalba.
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Teatro del Lago in Frutillar





Back in Puerto Varas, return your car; you’ll travel by bus the final two days. Enjoy Patagonian craft beer and pizza with exquisite lake views at La Mesa Tropera. Check into a lodging in town and get a good night’s rest.


Day 13


Catch a bus north to Pucón (5 hr) and spend the afternoon sunbathing on the black volcanic sand of Playa Grande or relaxing in the hot spring water of the Japanese-inspired Termas Geométricas. You may feel like you’re in Europe thanks to the authentic Italian dishes at Andiamo. Bed down for an early night in one of the cozy hobbit holes at Chili Kiwi.


Day 14


Wake before dawn for the challenging full-day ascent of Volcán Villarrica. Alternatively, catch a bus to Parque Nacional Huerquehue to hike through umbrella-shaped araucaría (monkey puzzle trees).


Return to Pucón and toast your Chilean adventures with expertly cooked steaks and wine at La Maga and a night at homey Hostal La Nuez. In the morning, you’ll fly to Santiago, then back home.


With More Time


From Santiago, it’s a 6-hour flight to Rapa Nui. Budget at least three full days on the island to best experience its awe-inspiring stone moai. On your first day, visit the Museo Antropológico P. Sebastián Englert and catch sunset at Ahu Tahai. The next morning, watch sunrise at Ahu Tongariki, then take a trip Rano Raraku, the quarry where the moai were carved. On your last day, tour Orongo ceremonial village and the Rano Kau volcanic crater, or climb Maunga Terevaka for panoramic views across the island.




IN THE SPOTLIGHT


Chile’s National Parks


Chile is the ideal place to stray from the main roads. Go wilderness camping in a silent forest in Patagonia, take a multiday trek through dramatic mountain scenery, or scramble up the slope of an active volcano. The country’s vast network of national parks allows the adventurous traveler to peel back Chile’s layers and see the country from a new perspective.


Chile’s remarkable ecological wealth cannot be underplayed. It features 88 of the world’s 110 ecosystems, many of which are contained within 342 marine and terrestrial public protected areas—which amount to nearly 37 percent of the country’s land and waters.


The best way to immerse yourself in the natural wonders of the parks is on foot on one of the main scenic hikes.


Hiking in the National Parks


Parque Nacional Radal Siete Tazas


CENTRAL VALLEY


Pristine deciduous forest and scenic trails, combined with the star attraction Siete Tazas (Seven Cups), make this an unforgettable place. Passing glorious viewpoints of the seven teal pools for which Parque Nacional Radal Siete Tazas is named, the trail to Cascada Siete Tazas and Salta de Leona (1.5 km/1 mi one-way; 30 min) is an easy and rewarding hike.


Parque Nacional Villarrica


LAKES DISTRICT


If you’re fiercely adventurous, it’s hard to pass up the opportunity to climb an active volcano. The trek up Volcán Villarrica (7 km/4.3 mi one-way; 6 hr) is grueling, but you’re rewarded at the top with striking views of half a dozen other volcanoes and even lava in the crater.


Parque Nacional Conguillío


LAKES DISTRICT


Amidst the ancient forests of Parque Nacional Conguillío, Sendero Sierra Nevada (10 km/6.2 mi one-way; 3 hr) has panoramas from the top of volcanoes and the region’s iconic araucaría (monkey puzzle) trees. Keep an eye out for condors as the trail climbs the flank of Volcán Sierra Nevada.


Parque Tepuhueico


CHILOÉ


Embark on the accessible Sendero La Cascada (2 km/1.2 mi one-way; 40 min), a trek through the pristine Valdivian temperate rainforest of Parque Tepuhueico, which harbors timid pudú, a rare species of deer. Along the way, you’ll stop at the magnificent Cascada Río Bravo.


Parque Nacional Cerro Castillo


NORTHERN PATAGONIA


Visit Parque Nacional Cerro Castillo to do the Cerro Castillo Traverse (51 km/31.6 mi; 4-5 days), a trek through mountain scenery past gleaming lakes and craggy mountains.


Parque Nacional Torres del Paine


SOUTHERN PATAGONIA


Known for its granite spires, Parque Nacional Torres del Paine is home to dramatic cliffs and colossal glaciers. The popular W route is an 80-km (50-mi), 4-5-day hike that passes through spellbinding Patagonian scenery.


Planning Your Visit


Parks are generally open year-round with reduced hours during winter and occasional closures for poor weather at high elevation. Parque Nacional Torres del Paine is open during the winter, but visitors must enter with a registered guide to do any hiking.


Entry Fees


Entrance tickets for national parks can be purchased online at www.pasesparques.cl; some no longer accept payment on entry. For those that do, it is always in cash; credit cards and foreign currency are not accepted.


Camping


Some parks have campgrounds administered by CONAF or by a concessionaire. It’s a good idea to reserve in advance in January-February, as they are popular during these months with Chilean tourists. To camp at an official campground in Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, make online reservations in advance, at least four months ahead for November and February-March and up to six for December-January.


What to Pack


Chile’s climate is notoriously fickle and varies extensively across the country. Layers, including a waterproof jacket, pants, and hiking boots, are essential.


Fires are not permitted in national parks or reserves, so bring a gas stove if you plan to cook. Food services within the parks are few and far between. Few parks are more than a 30-minute drive from towns offering accommodation and food. In addition to provisions, be sure to bring enough water for the duration of your stay. Parks work on leave-no-trace principles, so take all rubbish out with you.


Transportation


Hiring a vehicle or taking a tour to a national park is often the only means of getting there. A high-clearance vehicle is normally sufficient, but 4WD is often recommended.
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Carretera Austral Road Trip


For the drive of a lifetime, hop on the Carretera Austral, the highway through Northern Patagonia. Along the way, you’ll see remote national parks dotted with glorious lakes and glaciers clinging to cliffs. There are also opportunities to spy rare endemic wildlife. Paved in some parts, the Carretera Austral is a real adventure, requiring a high-clearance vehicle and plenty of patience.


Day 1


Pick up a rental car from Aeródromo Balmaceda near Coyhaique and drive 1 hour to Villa Cerro Castillo. Organize a horseback tour or hike the steep but rewarding trail to Mirador Laguna Cerro Castillo (14 km/8.6 mi round-trip; 6-8 hr) in Parque Nacional Cerro Castillo for spectacular views.


Stay overnight at the comfortable domes at La Araucaria back in Villa Cerro Castillo. Bring food with you for cooking or buy basics from the local shops.


Day 2


Drive south to Puerto Río Tranquilo (3 hr). A scenic 1-hour drive west in Parque Nacional Laguna San Rafael you can take a 30-minute hike to reach a lookout for the 18-km-long (11-mi-long) Glaciar Exploradores.


Return to Puerto Río Tranquilo and book a tour to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble Caves) for the next morning. Bed down at the smart El Puesto inn and get a rustic dinner at the unpretentious Ruedas y Ríos.
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Lugunas Atlas





Day 3


For the best light and least wind, take a morning boat or kayak tour out to the Capillas de Mármol on Lago General Carrera. Alternatively, take a day tour by car and boat out to the Ventisquero San Rafael (San Rafael Hanging Glacier). Return to your lodgings in Puerto Río Tranquilo for the night.


Day 4


Start early and drive south to Parque Nacional Patagonia (3 hr). Hike one of the park’s many trails like Lagunas Altas (23-km/14-mi loop; 6-8 hr). If you have camping equipment, camp overnight in Los West Winds Campground. Otherwise, a 30-minute drive south brings you to Cochrane. Stay overnight in the convivial Lejana Patagonia.


Day 5


Continue south to Caleta Tortel (2.5 hr), one of the most unusual settlements along the Carretera Austral. Take an excursion to the mysterious Isla de los Muertos or the colossal Glaciar Jorge Montt via boat tour and then return to Cochrane for the night.


Get an early start tomorrow for the 7.5-hour drive back to Aeródromo Balmaceda, where you’ll return your rental car and board a flight back to Santiago.
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Relax in the Lakes District and Chiloé


Stunning hiking, intriguing architecture, and more than a few volcanoes make the leafy Lakes District and the surrounding area an interesting alternative to the arid north or icy south of the country. Plenty of hot springs, unusual architecture, and excellent restaurants make this route ideal for those also seeking less high-adrenaline activities.


Day 1


Catch the overnight bus from Santiago (10 hr) to arrive in Pucón early in the morning. Go on a canyoneering or kayaking tour for the day, then have a relaxed evening enjoying organic and hyper-local ingredients transformed into fancy Chilean cuisine at Trawen. Stay in the cozy and chic boutique hotel, Lounge Brasil.


Day 2


Spend the day on a tour of the area’s best hot springs, like the riverside Termas Los Pozones or the Japanese-inspired Termas Geométricas. Return to Pucón and enjoy a national delicacy—barbecued steak—at meat-worshipping La Maga, before heading back to your lodging.


Day 3


Take the bus to Valdivia (3 hr). Take a tour of Museo Submarino O’Brien, a submarine docked just off the fish market, where you can also meet the local sea lion colony.


Hop on a bus to reach the Kunstmann brewery for their 90-minute tour, followed by tastings in the bar. Head back to Valdivia for the night and stay in Ecohostal Huellas del Bosque, a cozy lodge hidden in away in a nearby forest.


Day 4


Take the bus to Puerto Varas (2 hr 45 min), then catch a local minibus to Frutillar, on Lago Llanquihue. Hang out on the beach or check out the Museo Colonial Alemán to learn about the region’s German heritage.


Book a table at Frutillar’s best-kept secret, the unpretentious but delicious Se Cocina, just outside town, and catch a musical performance at the striking Teatro del Lago. Return to Puerto Varas for the night and lodge at Compass del Sur, a friendly hostel-cum-guesthouse.


Day 5


Take a public bus to Puerto Montt and connect with a bus to Castro in Chiloé, a 3.5-hour journey in total. Spend the afternoon photographing the palafitos (houses on stilts) in the Gamboa neighborhood and peek into the Iglesia San Francisco de Castro to admire the local Chilote architecture.
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Iglesia San Francisco de Castro





Pop into the Feria Artesanal down by the waterfront for a little shopping. Stay overnight in Palafito Hostel, which hangs across the waterfront.


Day 6


Hire a car and drive 30 minutes south to the pretty village of Chonchi. Try your hand at the accordion in the delightful Museo del Acordeon before a lunch of traditional Chilote seafood at the matchbox-size La Ventana de Elisa. Continue south (45 min) to the picturesque Queilén and take a boat tour out to the Magellanic penguin colony nearby.


Bed down in the spectacular El Coo Lodge, a palafito-style inn with sea views across to the mountains.


Day 7


Hop in the car and drive an hour northwest to reach the Zona Bosque entrance of Parque Tepuhueico. Take a leisurely stroll through Valdivian temperate rainforest on the lookout for pudú. Sample the famous smoked pork at Tradiciones Morelia near Cucao and then catch a sunset.


Have any early night in Palafito Cucao Hostel on Lago Cucao and keep your eyes peeled for southern river otter. Then get ready to drive back to Castro and take the 2-hour flight back to Santiago from Aeródromo Mocopulli de Castro.




Best Beaches


BEST FOR SURFING


Punta de Lobos near Pichilemu has 6-m (20-ft) swells and is considered the best left point break in the country.


BEST FOR SUNBATHING


The white sand of Playa Las Machas just across the bay from the town of Bahía Inglesa is perfect for swimming and basking in the sun.


BEST FOR UNTOUCHED SANDS


Playa Blanca inside Parque Nacional Llanos de Challe has white sand and is one of the country’s most pristine beaches.


MOST PHOTO-WORTHY


Near Cucao on Chiloé Island, picture-perfect Playa Aulen is where the sand dunes and crashing Pacific waves meet and from where orca and whale sightings are possible.


BIGGEST PARTY


Right in the heart of Viña del Mar, Playa El Sol brims with bronzing bodies during the day that spill into the nearby clubs and bars at night.


MOST TROPICAL


White sands and palm trees make Anakena on Rapa Nui the country’s most tropical paradise.
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Exploring the Atacama Desert


The north of Chile promises dreamlike landscapes of volcanoes and geysers, plus some of the country’s oldest history. Distances are long and the aridity of the desert extreme, so it’s far more pleasant to take buses or tours than to drive yourself, although a vehicle allows you to stop at some hidden gems en route.


Day 1


Take the 2-hour flight from Santiago to Aeropuerto Internacional El Loa near Calama. From here, take a shuttle (1.5 hr) to San Pedro de Atacama, the region’s most popular tourist town. Jump directly on a tour, where you’ll see the flamingos of Laguna Chaxa, take a salty dip in Laguna Cejar, and watch the glorious sunset at Laguna Tebinquinche.


Freshen up for dinner back at the cozy adobe bedrooms of Ckuri Atacama or blow your budget on the elegant, all-inclusive Nayara Alto Atacama. Sample llama stew and pisco sours flavored with endemic plants at Baltinache.


Day 2


Start early with a tour out to the volcanic pavement of the Piedras Rojas and the gleaming blue Lagunas Altiplánicas.


Spend the afternoon sandboarding down the dunes of the otherworldly Valle de la Muerte. Return to San Pedro for an early dinner at unpretentious Las Delicias de Carmen for its famous pastel del choclo (beef and corn pie). If it’s not the full moon, join an evening stargazing tour.


Day 3


Rise early for a dawn tour to the Géiseres del Tatio, a 2-hour drive from town. This is the third-largest geyser field in the world, with 80 active spouts.


From San Pedro, take the airport shuttle (1.5 hr) back to Calama, then hop on an overnight bus to Iquique.


Day 4


Spend the morning in Iquique taking a surfing lesson at the beach, a sandboarding class on the sand dunes above the city, or a tandem paraglide from even higher up.


In the afternoon, catch the public bus out to Oficina Humberstone. Spend the afternoon wandering the ruins of this nitrate mine that has been partially reclaimed by the desert.


Back in Iquique, dine at the Casino Español and stay overnight in the comfortable Hotel Terrado Suites.


Day 5


Take the 3-hour bus ride north to Arica, just below the border with Peru. Start with a trip to Museo de Sitio Colón 10 to see 7,000-year-old Chinchorro mummies, discovered in this exact spot in 2004. Grab a local micro (30 min) to Museo Arqueológico San Miguel de Azapa to learn more about the fascinating Chinchorro people.


Fall asleep to the sound of the waves at the lovely Hotel Apacheta. Take a flight back to Santiago (2 hr 45 min) the next morning.
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Hotel Apacheta





With More Time


With three additional days, you can head into the altiplano and visit two stunning parks. From Arica, head east to Putre, a 3-hour bus ride. Check into the Terrace Lodge. You’re at high elevation, so take a day to acclimate. Take a guided tour of the Reserva Nacional Las Vicuñas, which houses Monumento Natural Salar de Surire, a vast salt flat. The next day, tour Parque Nacional Lauca to admire the wildfowl at Lago Chungará.




TOP EXPERIENCE


High-Adrenaline Adventures


Chile is the ideal destination for adventure activities. Find everything from sandboarding to trekking atop glaciers.


SURFING


Pichilemu, the self-proclaimed capital of surf, boasts Chile’s longest wave at Playa La Puntilla. Just south is Punta de Lobos, which has swells up to 6 m (20 ft) on its left point break.


North of Santiago, surfing hot spot Maitencillo is home to Playa Aguas Blancas and Playa Larga with consistent surf thanks to an exposed river break forming good-quality waves.


In the far north, Iquique has arguably the best waves in the country. El Colegio at Playa Cavancha is considered one of Chile’s best right-hand waves. La Bestia is ranked one of the world’s top 20 breaks, attracting professional surfers.


SKIING


Valle Nevado, just a few hours’ drive from Santiago, features 44 trails covering 45 km (28 mi) with plenty of advanced runs.


With the longest skiable season in the country, Centro de Esquí Volcán Osorno is a short drive from Puerto Varas. Expect marvelous vistas from its mostly intermediate and advanced ski runs.


Volcán Lonquimay provides the backdrop for the runs of Centro de Esquí Corralco in Malalcahuello, one of the country’s top resorts.


The Nevados de Chillán, a group of three stratovolcanoes, host a ski resort of that name with 35 km (21 mi) of runs, including backcountry stretches formed long ago by lava flows.


CLIMBING VOLCANOES


Volcán Villarrica is the best-known volcano that you can climb and often has lava bubbling at the crater.


In Parque Nacional Pumalín is Volcán Chaitén, which you can hike without equipment to the edge of its jagged crater.


WHITE-WATER RAFTING AND KAYAKING


Río Futaleufú has some of the most exciting rapids in the world. Go white-water rafting along Class III-V rapids.


Rise with the sun for a spectacular kayaking tour along the Río Chepú in the Valle de Chepú in Chiloé.


Navigate through fragments of millennial ice as large as houses as you paddle your way across Lago Grey to sit within a few hundred meters of the calving, powder-blue snout of Glaciar Grey in the spectacular setting of Parque Nacional Torres del Paine.


DIVING


White-sand beaches and clear warm water teeming with fish make Bahía Inglesa in the Norte Chico a prime destination for diving.


The protected marine park around Hanga Roa in Rapa Nui boasts great visibility and the chance to see some 142 endemic marine species.


ICE TREKKING


Appreciate Parque Nacional Torres del Paine from a different angle—atop an ancient block of ice—by strapping on crampons and boating out to Glaciar Grey.


Venture through deep crevasses in the ice as you hike over the top of the breathtaking Glaciar Perito Moreno in Argentina’s Parque Nacional Los Glaciares.


SANDBOARDING


Glide down the slopes of the sand dunes in Valle de la Muerte, one of the otherworldly landscapes of the Atacama Desert.


Iquique is the epicenter of sandboarding in Chile, with the golden sands of Cerro Dragon offering spectacular city and ocean views, particularly at sunset.
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Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino: See one of South America’s finest collections of Indigenous ceramics and textiles (click here).


S Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos: This museum poignantly documents the human rights abuses that occurred during the Pinochet dictatorship (click here).
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S Cerro Santa Lucía: On a clear day, the views from this hill in the heart of Barrio Lastarria are dazzling (click here).


S La Chascona: Learn about the tumultuous life and death of Nobel Prize-winning poet Pablo Neruda in his eccentric home (click here).


S Viña Santa Carolina: Tour the historic wine cellar at this vineyard and pick up a bottle of award-winning cabernet sauvignon (click here).


S Barrio Franklin’s flea markets: Tour the eclectic market stalls that pour out of the vast warehouses in this former meatpacking neighborhood (click here).


S Valle Nevado: Hit the world-class slopes of this ski resort, just an hour’s drive from the city (click here).


S Cajón del Maipo: In this verdant canyon just beyond the city limits, visit small towns, take a dip in thermal springs, and hike trails through glacial landscapes (click here).





In their pursuit of adventures elsewhere in the country, few visitors stick around long enough to discover South America’s best-kept secret: Santiago. It still takes prompting to get locals to admit how cool the Chilean capital city, a diamond in the rough flanked by the majestic snow-drizzled Andes Mountains, really is.


Over the decades, Santiago has quietly become a force in contemporary Latin American dining, with a growing number of restaurants on “world’s best” lists. Modern Chilean gastronomy is more than just upscale grub—more traditional local eateries are scattered across a host of trendy, dynamic neighborhoods where live music reverberates in buzzing bars in the evening.


This chaotic metropolis straddles its South American and European heritage. Note the lavish European mansions and centuries-old churches of Downtown, the smoke-spluttering diesel buses that race through its streets, against the sparkling high-rises of “Sanhattan,” the ironic sobriquet given to the city’s eastern financial districts. This juxtaposition is seen in the city’s museums, which cover prehistory and the country’s not-so-long-ago dictatorship, seen in visceral detail in the excellent Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos.
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Two Days in Santiago


DAY 1


Head straight to the Plaza de Armas for a view of old Santiago. Wander over to the Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino for a dose of Indigenous Chilean ceramics and other artifacts.


For lunch, shuffle in behind the office workers for a table at tiny Salvador Cocina y Café to sample traditional Chilean cooking with a modern flair. Hop on the metro to spend the afternoon in sober reflection at the Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos. Return to Barrio Lastarria for dinner and a lesson in Chilean wine at Bocanáriz.


DAY 2


If the weather is clear, clamber up Cerro Santa Lucía for views across the city. Hop on the metro with a guide to Barrio Franklin to comb through the eclectic treasures found in the huge warehouses of the flea markets there. Buy some art from one of the country’s foremost street artists, Alejandro “Mono” Gonzalez, before taking the metro to the Matta neighborhood for seasonal dining at the charming Pulpería Santa Elvira.


Take the metro east for an afternoon of browsing the stalls of Pueblito Los Dominicos and purchase a few traditional Chilean souvenirs. Be sure to book a table for dinner at Boragó, arguably the country’s best restaurant, for a 12-18-course menu covering the length and breadth of Chile and its ingredients. End the evening by hopping in a taxi south for Siete Negronis and the city’s finest cocktails.





Spend an afternoon taking the funicular up to Parque Metropolitano on the expansive green hill above the Bellavista neighborhood, root for treasures in the eclectic antiques shops in tree-lined Italia, or explore the endless stalls in the chaotic but irresistible warehouses in the city’s largest flea markets in Barrio Franklin. During the winter you’ll quickly discover the one downside to Santiago: air pollution manifested in an unpleasant layer of smog. Luckily, when it all gets to be too much, vineyards in the Valle de Maipo and world-class skiing are just an hour away.


ORIENTATION


Santiago is on the banks of the Río Mapocho. The main historic neighborhoods, from west to east, are Barrio Brasil and Barrio Yungay, Downtown, Barrio Bellas Artes, and Barrio Lastarria. On the eastern side of the city is Providencia. Barrio Italia is on the south side of the river, and Barrio Bellavista on the north. Farther east, Las Condes is an affluent residential area; within it is Barrio El Golf. North of Las Condes, Vitacura is the most fashionable and expensive part of the city, home to manicured gardens, fine dining, and designer boutiques. Due south of Downtown, working-class Franklin plays host to the city’s liveliest bric-a-brac markets.



SAFETY CONCERNS



Security is an increasing issue in many parts of Santiago. The area north of the Plaza de Armas toward and including La Vega should be visited cautiously and only in the morning. Where possible, the Estación Central train and bus station should be avoided. When visiting any neighborhood, stay vigilant to thieves who are known to snatch mobile phones from unsuspecting tourists on the streets or in the metro, or slip handbags from under tables at restaurants. In the main tourist areas it’s safe to walk around at night, but avoid unlit, quiet roads and consider taking a taxi after midnight.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


To cover the main sights, you’ll want two days in Santiago. You can wander the Plaza de Armas, drop into the Museo Histórico Nacional to see the view from the clock tower, then nip into Correos Central and the Catedral Metropolitana. From here, it’s a short walk to the Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino. Spend the afternoon in the Museo de la Memoria y de los Derechos Humanos, then take some time to watch the ducks in Parque Quinta Normal before dining in Barrio Bellavista or Barrio Lastarria.


With four days, you can head out to Barrio Italia to browse the labyrinthine markets. Catch the funicular to the top of Parque Metropolitano and be rewarded with sensational panoramas. The views from Cerro Santa Lucía are a good alternative closer to the city center. Add a day trip to one of the vineyards in the southern suburbs, accessible by metro or taxi, or head out to the Cajón del Maipo, an hour’s drive east, for a hike and a few hours’ relaxation in hot springs. In winter, hit ski resorts like Valle Nevado or El Colorado; one day is enough for the Andean slopes.


Sights


DOWNTOWN


Plaza de Armas


Monjitas and 21 de Mayo


The cavernous Plaza de Armas is the administrative and social core of the city. The square features pretty gardens and groves of jacarandas and cockspur coral trees, plus 36 soaring Chilean palms. During the day its paved walkways bustle with street performers, shoe shiners, and stray dogs, while tour groups weave their way among shady benches. You might come across a calm protest, more often than not accompanied by bands of police officers.
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On the northeast corner of the square is a bronze statue of Santiago and Chile’s founder, Pedro de Valdivia, clasping a scroll as he sits astride his horse. The statue was a gift to the city from Spain on the 150th anniversary of Chilean independence in 1963. It’s worth wandering along the Portal Ex Bahamondes, a historic loggia on the square’s southern side with a dozen or so fast-food counters where you can watch office workers scarfing down completos (hot dogs) at all times of the day.


Catedral Metropolitana


Catedral and Bandera; tel. 2/2787 5600; 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-1:30pm Sat., 9am-2pm Sun.; free


The oldest surviving building on the Plaza de Armas is the neoclassical 1748 Catedral Metropolitana. On the northwest corner of the plaza, an elaborate stone facade, designed by Italian architect Joaquín Toesca and dating to the 1700s, marks the exterior of this impressive seat of the Chilean Catholic Church. The cathedral also reflects the Tuscan and Roman styles of architect Ignacio Cremonesi, who restored the structure and added two extra towers around the turn of the 20th century. Step inside to see religious frescoes painted on the ceiling of the nave and the splendid main altar, made of white marble and inset with lapis lazuli and bronze.




Best Restaurants and Accommodations


RESTAURANTS


S Boragó: Explore the length and breadth of the Chilean territory in this tour de force that serves the country’s most distinctive ingredients (click here).


S Bocanáriz: Sample the country’s finest vintages without leaving the city at this swanky wine bar (click here).


S Liguria: Sit down for lunch with the locals at this authentic but marvelously trendy three-floor Chilean bistro (click here).


S Cora Bistro: This hidden Providencia restaurant offers more than meets the eye with unusual Chilean dishes (click here).


S Pulpería Santa Elvira: Discover home-spun charm and creative takes on Chilean cuisine at this off-the-beaten-track restaurant (click here).


ACCOMMODATIONS


S Luciano K: Sleep in this art deco hotel that charms with its whimsical architecture (click here).


S Hotel Magnolia: Luxurious modernity meets dramatic neo-Gothic history in this beautiful Lastarria boutique hotel (click here).


S Hostal Río Amazonas: Stay in a mock-Tudor mansion just a stone’s throw from Plaza Italia (click here).


S Casa La Barca: Feel immediately at home in this charming bed-and-breakfast within a carefully restored 1920s home in the trendy Barrio Italia (click here).


S Hotel Bidasoa: Observe Santiago’s remarkable skyline from the floor-to-ceiling windows of this chic hotel (click here).





Museo Histórico Nacional


Plaza de Armas 951; tel. 2/2997 8930; www.mhn.gob.cl; 10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sun.; free


The Museo Histórico Natural is in the Palacio de la Real Audiencia. The museum does a reasonable job of charting the history of Chile, although discussion of Indigenous people is limited, and discussion of the Pinochet dictatorship is nonexistent.


Several rooms present artifacts from the conquistadores and their battles with the Mapuche people, with accompanying information showing how the Indigenous group upheld strategic resistance through the early 19th century by leveraging their superior knowledge of the country’s geography. Displays also depict early Chile’s fiercely tiered social classes, juxtaposing the daily lives of the upper-class Spanish descendants against the mestizos (children of mixed Spanish and Indigenous heritage) and enslaved Africans, who were brought to toil in the gold and silver rushes. The final rooms upstairs re-create the economic climate that preceded the 1973 coup in which president Salvador Allende was overthrown by the military. The broken frames of the glasses that Allende was wearing at the time are a sobering display.


Don’t miss the views of the Plaza de Armas from the top of the 1868 Reloj de la Torre, the clock tower that crowns the building. For a guided tour (20 min) of the tower, queue at the designated spot on the internal balcony on the 2nd floor. The tours leave every hour 10am-5pm.



S Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino



GOOGLE MAP


Bandera 361; tel. 2/2928 1500; https://museo.precolombino.cl; 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun.; CH$10,000


In the portico-fronted Ex Casa de la Real Aduana (Former Royal Customs House), the outstanding Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino is easily the country’s most respected museum covering Indigenous civilizations, with a particular focus on pottery from across Latin America.


In a subterranean room, the museum’s oldest objects are seven-sided lithic stones that date to around 11,000 BCE and are thought to have had a ceremonial function. The most striking objects are towering wooden funerary statues used by the Mapuche. A couple of the Chinchorro mummies from the far northern city of Arica represent the oldest mummified remains in the world.


The largest subset of artifacts is Mesoamerican and Andean ceramics, including wonderful swollen-cheeked coquenos (individuals chewing coca leaves) made by the Capulí people, displayed alongside a spectacular array of gold and copper masks crafted by the Moche and Chimú peoples of Peru.


Inside the entrance in the courtyard, a coffee shop offers a welcome chance to rest. The museum’s gift shop is an excellent place for English-language books about Indigenous Chilean cultures.


Mercado Central


San Pablo 967; no phone; 6am-4pm daily


The Mercado Central is a cavernous building hosting Santiago’s liveliest fish market. Just three blocks north of the Plaza de Armas, the neoclassical cast-iron building dates to 1872. It was designed and built in the United Kingdom before being shipped to Chile, which explains its resemblance to a Victorian train station.


The market’s corridors are packed with stalls displaying sea urchins, centolla (king crab), and congrio (eels) on ice. At the center of the building a gaping atrium is filled with restaurants serving Chilean classics of pastel de jaiba (cheesy crab stew), seafood empanadas, and Pablo Neruda’s favorite, caldillo de congrio (conger eel soup). Quality and price here are questionable; you’ll find much better fish restaurants in the city. Leave valuables in your hotel and keep a close eye on your belongings.


Museo La Merced


Mac Iver 341; tel. 2/2664 9189; www.museolamerced.cl; 10am-1:20pm and 2:30pm-4pm Mon.-Fri.; CH$3,000


The Museo La Merced is the Basílica de la Merced’s (10am-1:30pm and 3pm-8pm daily) religious museum, in the former cloister. Inside, a tranquil sun-splashed courtyard lures you into a false sense of isolation; except for the occasional rumble of traffic, you could be outside the city. In addition to religious artwork, the museum hosts a large collection of Rapa Nui spiritual carvings, including one of the world’s only remaining 29 rongorongo wooden tablets that remain in the world, whose meaning has yet to be deciphered.


Palacio de la Moneda


Plaza de la Constitución


A striking figure with its white neoclassical design, the Palacio de la Moneda was originally the city’s mint, built in 1784 by Italian architect Joaquín Toesca to convey a sense of strength and stability. In 1846, President Manuel Bulnes became the first and only president to reside here. He also turned the palace into the seat of the presidency, a role that continues today.


La Moneda is one of the city’s most symbolic buildings due to its role in the 1973 military coup. Military aircraft bombed the building on the orders of the four leaders of the armed forces, including General Augusto Pinochet. The same day, military forces stormed La Moneda and claimed to have discovered Allende dead by suicide. An autopsy has since supported the military’s claim, but supporters of Allende have long alleged Allende was executed by military forces.


It’s normally possible to walk into the building’s front courtyards, but to tour some of the private rooms, you must complete a reservation form on the website of the Dirección Administrativa del Palacio de la Moneda (https://visitaspatrimonio.presidencia.cl) and book one of the two hourly tours (3pm and 4:30pm; free) at least a week in advance. English-language tours can be requested through the reservation form.




Transforming a Street into Art


Few parts of Santiago are quite as picture-perfect as the dazzling Calle Bandera (from Compañía to San Diego). In December 2017, Chilean visual artist Dasic Fernández and architect Juan Carlos López turned the street into a four-block art installation, including paintings directly on the asphalt. It took 30 days and 120 artists to complete the piece, a chronology of Chile from pre-Columbian times to the future.


When the project was first designed, it was thought that Bandera would be reopened to vehicles and the installation dismantled. By the end of 2018, however, the installation was allowed to remain indefinitely. In 2019, the installation was extended a block south to Calle San Diego, passing beneath the busy Avenida Alameda via a tunnel that accommodates small fairs and events (9am-9pm daily) throughout the year. The work now covers 7,000 sq m (75,000 sq ft), making it the largest mural in Latin America, although it’s looking a little battle worn these days.





Outside the main entrance on Plaza de la Constitución, the changing of the presidential guard has been taking place since 1851. You can watch it every other day (odd-numbered days Feb., Apr.-May, Aug., and Nov.-Dec., even-numbered days Jan., Mar., June-July, and Sept.-Oct.) at 10am daily, lasting 40 minutes.


Biblioteca Nacional


Av. Alameda 651; tel. 2/2360 5272; www.bibliotecanacional.cl; 9:15am-5:45pm Mon.-Thurs., 9:15am-4:45pm Fri.


The Biblioteca Nacional was built to commemorate the first centenary of Chilean independence in 1913, although its roots date to the early 19th century, when the country’s first national library was created by the government. It existed at various sites before finding its way here. Built in neoclassic style by Chilean architect Gustavo García del Postigo, the structure heavily features concrete in its design. It hosts the national archives and a reading room, as well as rotating literature, photography, and history exhibitions.


Iglesia de San Francisco


Londres 4; 10am-2pm and 3pm-7pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-2pm Mon. and Sat.


The Iglesia de San Francisco is the oldest surviving building in Chile, dating to 1618. A simple temple had been here as early as 1583, built by the Franciscans to house a 29-cm-tall (11-in-tall) wooden statue of the Virgen del Socorro, an idol lugged into the country by Pedro de Valdivia that was believed to have helped protect his men from harm.


The tiny Virgen del Socorro is still kept here, in the middle of the retablo above the main altar. She is most noticeable thanks to the gold leaf that covers her gown. The building itself is striking for its 5-m-high (16-ft-high) cypress doors and extravagantly carved cypress choir stalls.


Museo de Arte Colonial


Alameda 834; tel. 9/4213 8832; http://museosanfrancisco.com; 9:30am-2pm and 3pm-5pm Mon.-Fri., 9:30am-2pm Sat.; CH$3,000


For centuries, the Franciscans owned much of the land surrounding the church, although a financial crisis at the turn of the 20th century forced them to sell most of it. The Museo de Arte Colonial is on the 1st floor of the convent, attached to the church. It houses some of the immense collection of art accumulated by the Franciscan order, including 42 paintings from the 17th-century Cusco School, which depict the life of Saint Francis of Assisi.


BARRIOS BRASIL AND YUNGAY


Just west of Downtown, Bohemian Barrio Yungay and adjoining Barrio Brasil are two of the oldest neighborhoods in the city, built at the close of the 19th century when aristocratic families began using wealth accrued through the mining boom to construct lavish mansions, followed later by baroque- and art deco-influenced buildings. The rich have long since moved out east to La Condes, and cheap rents have since attracted musicians and artists to these faded streets west of Downtown.


While parts of the neighborhoods are unsafe—avoid Parque Portales at all times—they have a seductive quality thanks to their abundant, and often highly political, street art bringing color to the now dilapidated buildings, and their increasing reputation for low-key gastronomy and a buzzing nightlife. The majority of the restaurants and bars are situated along the arterial Cumming, a block west of Plaza Brasil.


Plaza Brasil


Bounded by Compañía, Av. Brasil, Huérfanos, and Maturana


Plaza Brasil marks the center of Barrio Brasil. This square is dominated by a children’s play area and landscaped lawns filled with lounging families on weekends. A mix of aging elegant three-story buildings and modern concrete high-rises line the plaza, many with welcoming matchbox-size cafés on the ground floor.



S Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos



GOOGLE MAP


Matucana 501; tel. 2/2597 9600; https://mmdh.cl; 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun.; free


The harrowing yet unmissable Museo de la Memoria y los Derechos Humanos presents a sensitive analysis of the human cost of the Pinochet dictatorship, when more than 40,000 people were imprisoned, tortured, or killed. A sobering display in the main entrance hall of the three-floor building maps 200 memorial sites, many of which are mass graves dug during military rule. The museum examines the role of the media in spreading propaganda during the dictatorship. Video testimonies reveal macabre details of the over 1,000 detention and torture centers set up around the country.


You could easily spend an afternoon taking in the horrors of the 17 years of military rule, especially with the audio guide (in English, French, German, and Spanish; CH$5,000), an invaluable resource for better understanding the human rights violations committed by Pinochet and his followers.


Parque Quinta Normal


Main entrance Av. Matucana; 8am-8pm daily summer, 8am-7:30pm daily winter


On the western edge of Barrio Yungay is the tranquil Parque Quinta Normal, a beautiful urban park covering 35 ha (86 ac) and dotted with mature araucarias (an evergreen tree native to central Chile), towering California redwoods, and Chinese weeping cypress trees surrounded by lawns and winding flower-lined paths. At the center, a lagoon with ducks and paddleboats makes for an excellent place to escape the frenetic energy of the city.


Museo Ferroviario


Tel. 9/8240 0290; www.corpdicyt.cl; 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun. summer, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. winter; CH$2,000


Within the grounds of the park lies the Museo Ferroviario, a rail museum with 16 historic steam locomotives, including a 1909 English engine that worked the Transandino line that connected Los Andes, Chile, with Las Cuevas, Argentina. On weekends, there are free tours that allow visitors to enter the railway carriages.


Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Espacio Quinta Normal


Av. Matucana 464; tel. 2/2977 1765; www.mac.uchile.cl; 11am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat.; free


The Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Espacio Quinta Normal is in a striking neoclassical building named the Palace of Versailles for its outward similarities to the original in France. This branch is in Parque Quinta Normal (the other is in Parque Forestal in Barrio Bellas Artes) and is run by the Universidad de Chile’s fine arts department. Its 12 rooms feature modern and contemporary art, with a focus on audiovisual displays. A handful of permanent pieces include Santiago-born plastic artist Eugenio Téllez’s to-scale Tanque (Tank). The museum is within the grounds of the park but accessed from Avenida Matucana, 200 m (650 ft) south of the park’s main entrance.


Museo de Historia Natural


Parque Quinta Normal; tel. 2/2680 4600; www.mnhn.cl; 10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat.; free


In Parque Quinta Normal, the Museo de Historia Natural is in an elegant 1875 neoclassical building designed by Paul Lathoud—the architect of the equally sumptuous Palacio Cousiño—that has survived more than a century of earthquakes; it is one of the oldest museums in Latin America.


Excellent re-creations of six of Chile’s ecological regions provide an introduction to the country’s biodiversity. The museum contains a replica of the Plomo Mummy, the well-preserved remains of an Inca child discovered in 1954 at the top of 5,400-m (17,000-ft) Cerro El Plomo, a mountain in the Andes east of Santiago.


In the central atrium, a 15.9-m (52-ft), 57-vertabra sei whale named Greta is the star attraction. Ask at the entrance for the QR code with a downloadable audio guide in English. It’s also home to the Sala Violeta (11am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat.; free), a separate exhibit dedicated to Violeta Parra, who is widely considered the mother of Latin American folk music by pioneering the reinvention of Chilean folk music known as Nueva Canción Chilena (New Chilean Song Movement).


Palacio Cousiño


Dieciocho 438; tel. 2/2386 7448 or 9/7850 5558; www.santiagocultura.cl; 9:30am-4:30pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-1pm Sat.; CH$4,000


Several blocks south of Avenida Alameda, close to the Autopista Central, is Palacio Cousiño, a decadent 27-bedroom mansion and the only 19th-century residence on Calle Dieciocho that hasn’t been transformed into an apartment block or a school.


Designed in 1878 by Paul Lathoud, the interior of the neoclassical mansion is a striking array of Italian, French, and Moorish styles. Gilt curtains, textured velvet wallpaper, and a central staircase made of 20 types of marble hint at the enormous wealth of its former residents. Luis Cousiño made his fortunes in coal and silver mines; he ordered the construction of the palace in honor of his wife, Isidora Goyenechea. Cousiño died before the 13-year project was complete; Goyenechea then became the first businesswoman in the country and one of the top-10 richest women in the world.


The palace was donated to the municipal government of Santiago in 1940 and was used to host state visitors, including Charles de Gaulle and Mahatma Gandhi. Preparations for a 1968 visit of Queen Elizabeth II caused a fire on the upstairs floor, leaving few of the original decorations and furnishings intact. Before it was turned into a museum in 1977, the final state visitors included the military presidents of Brazil and Uruguay, invited by then-president Pinochet.


Guided tours in English (11am and 2pm) and Spanish (hourly) take you around the property, including the restored upstairs bedrooms. Call to book in advance, or sit in the waiting room at the front of the building until a guide is available.


Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador Allende


Av. República 475; tel. 2/2689 8761; www.mssa.cl; 10am-6pm daily Apr.-Nov., 11am-7pm daily Dec.-Feb. 3; CH$2,000, free on Sun.


Created in 1971 as a call to artists across the world by President Salvador Allende, the Museo de la Solidaridad Salvador Allende houses a collection of contemporary art, most donated by left-leaning artists.


The works of 34 artists went missing during the dictatorship, and 43 pieces were returned to the museum in 2017. Among the most notable works are those by Roberto Matta, Robert Motherwell, Joan Miró, and Tetsuay Noda. Look for the intriguing display about the disappearance of Armando Gonzaléz’s La Niña y La Paloma, a sculpture last seen in the footage of a documentary that was recorded in the office of Admiral José Toribio Merino during the military rule.


BARRIOS BELLAS ARTES AND LASTARRIA



S Cerro Santa Lucía



Bounded by Santa Lucía, Victoria Subercaseaux, and Av. Alameda; 8am-8pm daily


Cerro Santa Lucía is the city’s loveliest green space, a perfectly rounded hill that marks the western edge of Barrio Lastarria. From its northern access point, where Santa Lucía and Victoria Subercaseaux meet, it’s a 10-minute walk up paved pathways to the first of two miradors (viewpoints). A statue of Pedro de Valdivia presides over the first viewpoint, where pretty Moorish tiled water fountains are surrounded by benches. On a clear day, absorb the city’s finest views east across the high-rises of the financial district to the Andes. Steps carved in the rock at the center of the hill lead to the higher viewpoint—a yellow turret popular for selfies. It’s a crammed space, but it boasts the clearest panoramas of Santiago.


Access the hill either from Avenida Alameda in the south, where grand stone steps climb around the Plaza Neptuno fountains, or from the north at the intersection of Santa Lucía and Victoria Subercaseaux. Visitors are sometimes required to sign in at this entrance using their passport number, and you should head down before it gets dark as muggings have occurred here. There’s a glass elevator (free) at the intersection of Santa Lucía and Huérfanos that’s occasionally functioning.


Palacio de Bellas Artes


Three streets north of Cerro Santa Lucía overlooking Parque Forestal, the Palacio de Bellas Artes is a dizzying neoclassical building designed by Chilean-French architect Émilio Jécquier and inspired by the Petit Palais in Paris. The building was inaugurated in 1910 with a 126-ton, Belgian-built dome containing 2,400 glass panes that crowns the central hall.


Museo de Bellas Artes


Palacio de Bellas Artes, Barra 650; tel. 2/2997 8700; http://mnba.gob.cl; 10am-6:30pm Tues.-Sun.; free


The oldest art museum in South America, the Museo de Bellas Artes has permanent exhibitions dedicated to surrealist Roberto Matta, among other Chilean artists. In the Central Hall, the Museo de Copias contains 40 reproductions in bronze or marble of 19th-century Renaissance statues that were commissioned by the government in 1901.


Museo de Arte Contemporáneo


Palacio de Bellas Artes, Vergara 506; tel. 2/2977 1765; https://mac.uchile.cl; 11am-5:30pm Tues.-Sun.; free


In the western wing of the palace, the Museo de Arte Contemporáneo belongs to the arts faculty of the Universidad de Chile and showcases modern and contemporary art, with a heavy focus on audiovisual exhibitions. Its most famous work is outside, a distinctive sculpture representing the Trojan horse by Colombian artist Fernando Botero.


Museo de Artes Visuales


Lastarria 307; tel. 9/9641 1525; https://mavi.uc.cl; 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun.; CH$5,000


Just off the pedestrianized stretch of Calle Lastarria, the Museo de Artes Visuales (MAVI) was designed in modern minimalist style by Chilean architect Cristián Undurraga. Four floors are packed with contemporary photography, sculpture, and audiovisual installations by the country’s finest talents. The 5th floor is home to the Museo Arqueológico de Santiago, which has a small display of Mapuche baskets, ceramics, and metalwork. Entrance is included with MAVI admission.


Centro Cultural Gabriela Mistral


Av. Alameda 227; tel. 2/2566 5500; www.gam.cl; hours and cost vary


One of the city’s most important cultural centers, the Centro Cultural Gabriela Mistral, also known as GAM, has had a turbulent history. In 1972, President Salvador Allende rallied supporters from across the country to donate their labor to construct what would be the meeting place for a United Nations conference. Less than a year later, the building was complete, with sculptures and other artwork from 30 Chilean artists. A year after that, the building became the military headquarters of the Pinochet dictatorship, and many of the works of art were vandalized or removed. After a fire razed the building in 2006, it was restored, with new murals and other artwork.


In the central atrium, the 1972 mural Chile by Italian-Chilean artist José Venturelli avoided destruction during the military dictatorship. Also on this floor, note the bronze door handles of the conference rooms, forged by Chilean sculptor Ricardo Mesa, that show the imprint of a raised fist—a symbol that represents Chilean workers.


The center is open to the public, with a small café, occasional exhibitions, and cultural performances.


PROVIDENCIA


Plaza Italia


Considered by many Santiaguinos (Santiago residents) the center of the city, Plaza Italia (also known as Plaza Baquedano and, following the social uprising, colloquially known as Plaza de la Dignidad) is a chaotic junction that became the epicenter of the 2019 uprising. At its heart is a plinth built for General Manuel Baquedano, the commander in chief of the army during the 19th-century War of the Pacific. Since 2021, it has stood empty, after damage caused during the protests led to its removal for restoration. This monument marks where Avenida Alameda becomes Avenida Providencia.


This square remains the regular focal point of protesters, who generally arrive on Fridays in the late afternoon; it’s best avoided when these demonstrations get going. Guanacos (water cannons) are regularly used by the police to quell protesters.


Museo Vicuña Mackenna


Av. Vicuña Mackenna 94; tel. 2/2997 8745; www.museovicunamackenna.gob.cl; 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri.; free


The Museo Vicuña Mackenna remembers journalist-turned-politician Benjamín Vicuña Mackenna, who served as a senator and mayor of Santiago before running for president in 1875, an election he lost to Federico Errázuriz Zañartu. The museum is on the site of his former home. He was a prolific writer, and you can visit the study where he penned over 190 books. Four rooms of the museum cover his political and personal life.


Sky Costanera


Av. Andrés Bello 2425; www.skycostanera.cl; 10am-10pm daily, final elevator up 9pm; CH$18,000


For the best views of Santiago’s skyline, take the elevator up to floor 62, the Sky Costanera observation deck at the top of the Costanera Center’s highest tower. It takes the crown as the tallest building in South America and has phenomenal 360-degree views, including the snowy Andes Mountains on a smog-free day.


BARRIO BELLAVISTA


Across the river north of Downtown, Barrio Bellavista is home to La Chascona and the world’s largest urban park.



S La Chascona



GOOGLE MAP


Márquez de la Plata 192; tel. 9/8538 0053; https://fundacionneruda.org; 10am-7pm Tues.-Sun. summer, 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun. winter; CH$9,500


Although it’s less architecturally imaginative than his two other properties in Valparaíso and Isla Negra, Pablo Neruda’s Santiago home, La Chascona, evokes the eccentric style of the Nobel laureate. It also provides a good introduction to the tumultuous political and personal life of Chile’s best-loved poet.


Tucked down a quiet, winding street, the land was bought by Pablo Neruda’s third wife, Matilde Urrutia. Construction began in 1952 on the house that would become La Chascona, a name that refers to Urrutia’s wild curly red hair. Neruda took residence in 1955, living here and in his other two houses until his death in 1973.


Urrutia lived in the house until her death in 1985. Inside, you can see the desk where she wrote her memoir, My Life with Pablo Neruda. You can also see Neruda’s Nobel Prize, awarded in 1971. The dining room was designed to feel like the inside of a ship. In the living room, don’t miss Mexican muralist Diego Rivera painting, depicting Urrutia with two heads—and Neruda’s face hidden in her hair, a reflection of their once clandestine romance. It’s worth picking up the free English audio guide at the entrance.


Parque Metropolitano


Pío Nono 450; tel. 2/2730 1331; www.parquemet.cl [URL inactive]; 6am-9pm daily Nov.-Mar., 6am-7pm daily Apr.-Oct.


On a forested hill above Santiago is Parque Metropolitano. Not only does it promise the best views across the city, it is the largest urban park in the world. Cerro San Cristóbal marks the southern tip of the park, the place for photos of Santiago. Note that in winter, a dense layer of smog detracts from the view, so for clear skies, plan your visit following a day of rain. At the very peak of San Cristóbal is an iconic 12-m (39-ft) Virgin Mary statue, weighing 47,000 kg (51 tons). It was built in Paris and inaugurated in 1908.


In summer, the park is a favorite among city residents, who come in droves for the refreshing waters of the outdoor public swimming pool Piscina Tupahue (near Estación Tupahue; 10:30am-6pm Wed.-Sun. mid-Nov.-mid-Mar.; CH$7,000). If you choose a weekday outside January-February, you’re guaranteed to be sharing the waters with significantly fewer people.


Safety in the park remains a pressing issue, with organized gangs operating here. Exploring the park and its pools is only safe on weekends when you are among many other pedestrians, runners, and cyclists. Stick to Avenida Abate Mollina, one of the principal roads; it originates near the park’s eastern entrance (Pedro de Valdivia Norte and Av. El Cerro). There are hiking routes that zigzag to the top, but they are unsafe, due to a spate of armed robberies.


Funicular San Cristóbal


Pío Nono 445; no phone; http://funicularsantiago.cl; 1pm-8pm Mon., 10am-7:45pm Tues.-Sun. summer, 1pm-6:45pm Mon., 10am-6:45pm Tues.-Sun. winter; one-way CH$1,500-1,950


A popular way to reach the top of the hill leaves from the northern terminus of Calle Pío Nono at Plaza Caupolicán. The 1925 Funicular San Cristóbal rattles up a 240-m (787-ft), practically vertical route to the top of Cerro San Cristóbal.


Teleférico


www.telefericoonline.cl; 10am-8pm Tues.-Sun. summer, 10am-6:45pm Tues.-Sun. winter; one-way to Tupahue and Cumbre CH$2,850


Get another perspective on the park on the Teleférico, a gondola that stretches partway across the park. From city level at Estación Oasis, close to the park’s eastern entrance (Calle Pedro de Valdivia Norte and Av. El Cerro), the teleférico shuttles passengers to Estación Tupahue. From here, you can walk (15 min) or hop onto the gondola southwest to Estación Cumbre, the station just below the summit of Cerro San Cristóbal.


To get to the teleférico at Estación Oasis, or to hike into the park along Avenida Abate Mollina, take an eastbound 409 or 502 bus (every 5 min, CH$800) from the intersection of Pío Nono and Bellavista. It drops you a 5-minute walk from the entrance.


La Vega Central


López de Bello 743; https://vegacentral.cl; 7am-5pm daily


Heaving masses of Santiaguinos laden with shopping bags converge on the roads surrounding Santiago’s largest market, covering 9.5 ha (23 ac) in one block. More than a thousand stalls are in this metal-roofed warehouse, with narrow walkways between the rows of vendors and sacks of produce, where cats sleep among piles of onions and the delicious scent of empanadas is in the air. Over 60,000 visitors come here each day.


La Vega offers an authentic South American market experience. You’ll find all sorts of produce, cheeses, and a small number of restaurants. Plan an hour or two to get lost between piles of produce and hawkers—and don’t bring any valuables with you, as pickpocketing can be a real issue. For safety, it’s best to visit in the morning. If you’d prefer to visit in the hands of an experienced market-goer, La Bicicleta Verde (Constitución 153; tel. 9/7215 6961; https://labicicletaverde.com) organizes morning bike tours of the market (CH$33,000).


Cementerio General


Av. Profesor Alberto Zañartu 951; tel. 2/2637 7800; https://cementeriogeneral.cl; 8am-6pm daily


Home to all but two of Chile’s deceased presidents, the sprawling Cementerio General occupies an 86-ha (212-ac) plot north of La Vega Central. Many tombs are in disrepair following the 2010 earthquake, but it’s a fascinating place to see the gravesites of Santiaguinos throughout history. For those interested in the country’s checkered past, it’s an important focal point for remembrance of those lost during the dictatorship.


Plot 102, near the eastern entrance on Avenida Recoleta, is the site of a vast slab of marble carved with the names of all the people who were disappeared or executed by the military regime 1973-1989. The size of the monument gives a sense of the gravity of the loss. Another significant grave is the fortress-like white-stone tomb of former president Salvador Allende. Just outside the southern entrance (Av. Profesor Zañartu and La Paz), Plaza de la Paz is worth a stop to admire the colonnades that housed the stables of the 7th Regiment of the Line who passed through here during the 19th-century War of the Pacific.


Nighttime tours (90 min; CH$7,000) of the cemetery usually run 7pm Thursday-Saturday and can be booked through the website; if not staying for a guided tour, security can be an issue after dark. The closest metro stop is Cementerios, on Línea 2.


LAS CONDES AND VITACURA


Northeast of Barrio Bellavista, the upmarket suburb of Las Condes is mostly residential; however, a sprawl of apartment buildings is interspersed with the city’s most expensive hotels. As you head north beyond Calle Kennedy, it transitions into Vitacura, packed full of fancy bars and restaurants where the well-heeled go to see and be seen. Barrio Alonso de Córdova, an exclusive shopping district straddling both neighborhoods, is between Calle Kennedy and Parque Bicentenario and home to elite international fashion brands and two wonderful little museums. The Metro runs five blocks south of Calle Kennedy, so for destinations in Vitacura, a taxi is the easiest way to get there.


Museo de la Moda


Av. Vitacura 4562; tel. 2/2394 1975; https://museodelamoda.cl; by guided tour only; CH$5,000


Appealing to die-hard fashionistas, the privately-owned Museo de la Moda is committed to the conservation and restoration of iconic outfits through the ages. These range from a headdress worn by Lady Gaga to a Jean Paul Gautier bra worn by Madonna on her Blond Ambition tour in 1990. You can also admire the museum’s eclectic collection of artwork by surrealist artist Roberto Matta and contemporary furniture designed by his brother Mario Matta Echaurren. Visits are by guided tour only and reservations must be made in advance. A taxi to get here from Downtown should cost no more than CH$8,000.


Museo Rallí


Sotomayor 4110; tel. 2/2206 4224; http://museoralli.cl; 10:30am-5pm Tues.-Sat. Mar.-Dec., 10:30am-5pm Fri.-Sat. Jan.; free


Boasting one of the largest private collections of contemporary Latin American art in the world, the Museo Rallí was created by the late Harry Recanati, a Greek banker who spent decades collecting art. A small selection by Salvador Dalí and Roberto Matta are permanent; the rest of the 16 rooms are a rotating collection shared with other locations of the museum, scattered across the globe. A taxi to get here from Downtown should cost no more than CH$8,000.


GREATER SANTIAGO


Valle de Maipo is one of the best-known international wine valleys. It’s also the most accessible expanse of vineyards from Santiago, just south of the capital, that can be worked into a half-day trip from Downtown. Valle de Maipo is home to the biggest and most established Chilean wineries. Vines have been cultivated here since the arrival of the Spanish, but with greater fervor and focus in the last 150 years; the strength of the valley is its robust, full-bodied cabernet sauvignons. For wine lovers with only a day to spare, the Valle de Maipo is ideal. Pucara Travel and Bodega Wine Tours offer tours of the region with transportation and tastings included.


Wine Tours


Pucara Travel


Tel. 9/4556 6319; www.pucaratravel.cl; CH$300,000 pp, 2-person minimum


The brilliant Camilo Bahamonde of Pucara Travel is fluent in English and runs unique wine tours into boutique, award-winning family-run vineyards in the Maipo Valley, some of which you cannot visit otherwise. You can opt to do a tour with wine tasting or even lunch, where you can dine alongside the owners. Transportation, drinks, and lunch or snacks are typically included in the tour.


Bodega Wine Tours


Tel. 9/6165 7314; https://bodegawinetours.cl; CH$144,000 pp, 2-person minimum


Bodega Wine Tours takes you to other small wineries in the Maipo Valley, with a two-winery tour including transportation, tasting, and English-speaking guide.



S Viña Santa Carolina



GOOGLE MAP


Til Til 2228; tel. 2/2450 3000; https://santacarolina.cl; CH$16,000 tour and tasting


If there’s one vineyard to visit, it’s the award-winning Viña Santa Carolina. In 1875, Chilean founder Luis Pereira Cotapos planted French grapes here and named the vineyard for Carolina Iñiguez, his wife. In 1889 their wine was the first to receive international recognition, winning a gold medal at the Exposition Universelle in Paris. A copy of this certificate can be seen in the wine cellar.


The vineyards remained here until the 1970s, when the city grew to absorb the land on its outskirts. Nowadays, Viña Santa Carolina has vineyards across the country. The winery is still a sight to behold, however. Palm-flanked colonial-style buildings date to its founding, and the winery tour (in English; must be reserved in advance) takes you into the cellar, built using the unusual cal y canto technique of joining bricks with clay using egg white. You’ll visit the gaping stone outbuildings once used in production. The tour ends in the wine shop (9am-6pm daily); pick up a bottle of signature cabernet sauvignon or do a tasting (CH$5,000).


Viña Santa Carolina is within the city limits, a 10-minute walk from metro stop Rodrigo de Araya on Línea 5. It can easily be visited as a half-day trip from the center.


Viña Santa Rita


Camino Padre Hurtado 695, Alto Jahuel; tel. 2/2362 2000; www.santarita.com; 10:30am-4pm Tues.-Sun.; CH$21,000 tour and tasting


A winding dirt road through rows of vines leads to the 19th-century colonial-style, terra-cotta-roofed buildings of Viña Santa Rita. According to local legend, independence hero Bernardo O’Higgins and his men took cover in the wine cellar here during the fight for independence in the early 1800s.




[image: image]


Viña Santa Rita





Santa Rita offers vineyard tours (in English, 10am and 3pm Tues.-Sun., 10:30am Mon.; must be booked 24 hr in advance) on foot or by bicycle that culminate in the wine cellar for a tasting. An alternate tour is aboard the mobile pedal bar (minimum 8 people). Stop in the wine shop (10am-6pm daily) for a stand-alone tasting. Also on the property are a restaurant and hotel and the superb Museo Andino, worth a visit even if you’re not interested in wine.


Arrive by public transit on Línea 4 of the metro and the Puente Alto stop. Continue on bus 81 in the direction “Alto Jahuel-Buin.” You can combine a visit with a tour of Viña Concha y Toro in Puente Alto, a winery known the globe over despite its mediocre wine; a whole day is necessary to see both. To get here by car, it’s a 45-km (28-mi), 45-minute drive south along the Acceso Sur highway.


Museo Andino


www.museoandino.cl; 10:30am-5pm Tues.-Sun.; free


In a modern white-and-gray stone building overlooking the Santa Rita vineyards, the Museo Andino contains outstanding Chilean and other South American ceramics, wood carvings, and gold work from the private collection of Ricardo Claro Valdés, a lawyer and business magnate. Among Chileans, he’s better known for his unwavering support for the Pinochet dictatorship.


The museum boasts a spectacular collection of moai kava kava wooden statues from Rapa Nui—probably the largest collection in all of Chile—and pottery that surveys the entire Indigenous history of Chile. Look for the ceremonial kero vessels, used by the Inca for drinking chicha, and the museum’s oldest piece, the geometric stone litos that date to the Huentelauquén culture, circa 11,000 BCE.


The Mapuche room, containing heavy silver riding spurs and carved wooden capucho stirrups, is also impressive. Information panels in English are a useful addition. The on-site shop is an excellent location for English- and Spanish-language books on Rapa Nui, the Mapuche people, and wine.



Recreation



TOURS


Strawberry Tours


https://strawberrytours.com; free


Walking tours are a great way to get to know the city. Strawberry Tours is a reliable option run by young, knowledgeable guides, with a clutch of tours either exploring Santiago highlights or more specific neighborhoods such as La Vega, Yungay, Lastarria, and Bellavista. Book a spot in advance for meeting instructions. The tour is free, but a tip is expected.


Santiago Street Art Tours


Tel. 9/3248 6231; www.stgostreetart.com; from CH$28,000


Santiago Street Art Tours is a great option to learn more about the city’s street art; you can even try your hand at making your own. Their standard tours leave at 10:30am (Barrio Bellavista) and 3:30pm (Barrio Yungay) daily. Private tours can be arranged. Advance reservations are necessary.


Pucara Travel


Tel. 9/4556 6319; www.pucaratravel.cl; prices vary


Run by the fluent-English-speaking Camilo Bahamondes, the highly recommended Pucara Travel operates the most unique tours in Santiago and the surrounding area. The focus is on visiting local destinations, whether having lunch with the family of a tiny, award-winning vineyard in the Maipo Valley (CH$300,000 pp) or exploring the high-energy markets and hipster boutiques of the city’s Franklin neighborhood (CH$230,000 pp). Camilo is a fount of knowledge about the city, its history, and its people, and truly has an eye for the more fascinating parts of a place. Transportation, lunch, and additional drinks or snacks are typically included in the tour; tours require a two-person minimum.


Chile Off Travel


Tel. 9/9133 4083; www.chileofftrack.com; prices vary


Offering a wider range of tours beyond the city, Dutch-owned Chile Off Track has winery tours into Casablanca, plus a range of horseback riding (CH$236,000 pp) and observatory tours (CH$358,000 pp) in the mountains above the city. Tours require a minimum of two people.


Bodega Wine Tours


Tel. 9/6165 7314; https://bodegawinetours.cl; from CH$146,000 pp


Running tours to various wine regions accessible from the capital are Bodega Wine Tours. Their enthusiastic and knowledgeable English-speaking guides take you to boutique wineries in the valleys of Casablanca, San Antonio, Maipo, Aconcagua, and Colchagua. Private tours focus on boutique wineries, with a visit to two, plus pickup from your Santiago hotel included. They can also organize bespoke tours designed around your choice of wineries (pickup from Santiago and drop-off in Valparaíso costs an additional CH$20,000 pp). All tours require a minimum of two people.


PARKS


Providencia


Parque de las Esculturas


Av. Costanera Sur and Bicentenario, Barrio Alonso de Córdova; tel. 9/6365 6750; 24 hr daily


Across the Pedro de Valdivia bridge from Providencia, the riverside Parque de las Esculturas is a popular park where Chilean palms and Italian cypress are interspersed with over 40 sculptures by acclaimed Chilean artists. The imposing Costanera tower visible east makes the park particularly photogenic.


Las Condes


Parque Araucano


Bounded by Alonso de Cordoba, Cerro Colorado, Av. Manquehue Norte, and Av. Presidente Riesco; 6am-9pm daily


Popular with joggers, yoga clubs, and families, Parque Araucano is a charmingly manicured green space in the heart of Las Condes. Landscaped lawns and a pretty rose garden make a great spot for a sunny day. It’s home to a small amusement park for kids and a range of cafés, albeit overpriced.


Parque Bicentenario


Av. Costanera Sur and Bicentenario, Barrio Alonso de Córdova; tel. 9/6365 6750; 24 hr daily


On the banks of the Río Mapocho in Vitacura, Parque Bicentenario is home to a flamingo colony, plus various promenades and lush, well-maintained lawns. It’s a popular spot for viewing sunsets and is within walking distance of a range of high-end restaurants. To get here, take a taxi (CH$4,000) or catch bus 405 from the nearest metro stop, Tobalaba. The bus takes 20 minutes and drops you on Avenida Vitacura, in the center of the neighborhood; it’s a 15-minute, four-block walk northwest along Calle Alonso de Córdova to the main entrance.


Greater Santiago


Parque O’Higgins


Av. Beaucheff, Tupper, Av. Viel, and Gral. Rondizzoni; 8am-9pm daily Nov.-Mar., 8am-8pm daily Apr.-Oct.


South of Downtown, Parque O’Higgins is the city’s second-largest public park, with vast lawns, an ornamental pond, and picnic tables filled with locals on weekends.


HIKING


Greater Santiago


Cerro Manquehue


18 km/11 mi from Downtown; 2 km/1.2 mi one-way; 3 hr


With 360-degree views of Santiago, the 1,620-m (5,315-ft) peak of Cerro Manquehue is a worthy prize for the steep, sweaty climb required to get here. The trail is short, but the exceptionally steep gradient of the second half makes it challenging. Trekking poles are helpful, as the trail can be slippery. Plan for 2 hours to climb up and an hour to get down. Robberies have been known to take place along the trail, particularly in the early morning and late afternoon; don’t go alone, and be sure to leave valuables in your hotel. There are more hikers on the trail on weekends, so this is the safest time to go. You can also hike the shorter and gentler route up Cerro Manquehuito (Little Manquehue), from the same trailhead, although the views are less dramatic from the 1,316-m (4,318-ft) peak. To get to the start of the hike from Vía Roja in Vitacura, take the metro to Manquehue on Línea 1, then flag down a taxi for the rest of the way.




[image: image]


view from Cerro Manquehue





Parque Natural Aguas de Ramon


Álvaro Casanova 2583, La Reina; https://asociacionparquecordillera.cl; 8am-7pm daily summer, 8am-6pm daily winter; CH$3,450


On the eastern edge of where Las Condes meets the commune of La Reina, Parque Natural Aguas de Ramon has short, easy trails that range from 1-6 km (0.6-3.7 mi) round-trip. From the Francisco Bilbao metro stop on Línea 4, take bus 412 or D08 heading east and get off at Plaza La Reina. From here, take the D15 from the PD 178 bus stop to the park.


The park is also home to the popular and well-signed Sendero Salto de Apoquindo (17.5-km/10.8-mi loop, 5 hr), which starts from the administration building. Moderate in difficulty, this circuit climbs through the canyon of Río San Ramón to the pretty Salto de Apoquindo, a 30-m (98-ft) waterfall that’s most impressive in spring, when the water is more plentiful and the path is lined by flowers. Hikers must be on the trail by 10am; children younger than 15 are not permitted to hike this route.


Parque Mahuida


Av. Alcalde Fernando Castillo Velasco 11095; tel. 2/2273 4301 or 2/2275 1527; www.parquemahuida.cl; 8am-8pm daily summer, 8am-6pm daily winter; CH$3,500 per vehicle, CH$500 pedestrians


On the east side of La Reina, Parque Mahuida has two main trails.


The first is Sendero Quebrada Guayacán (8 km/5 mi one-way; 3.5 hr), which climbs into the dusty foothills of the Andes for views across La Reina, and if the weather’s clear, across the city.


The second trail is the challenging Sendero Cerro La Cruz (14 km/8.7 mi one-way, 10 hr), a thigh-destroying steep climb up to Cerro La Cruz (2,400 m/7,874 ft), where panoramic views across the city are your reward. Watch for condors above. Note that in summer, the path becomes compacted and slippery with dust. There is no protection from the sun. Bring plenty of water, as there is none along the route. Trekking poles can help with the steepest sections.


Entertainment


Thanks to its status as the cultural heart of Chile, and its ample student population, Santiago is the best place in the country for live music, theater, and cultural events. A veritable feast of jazz, cumbia, rock, and folk music is performed most evenings.


THE ARTS


Cultural Centers


For a list of upcoming cultural events, consult Santiago Cultural (www.santiagocultura.cl).


Centro Cultural Gabriela Mistral


Av. Alameda 227; tel. 2/2566 5500; www.gam.cl; hours and prices vary


Centro Cultural Gabriela Mistral, also known as GAM, is one of the city’s most important cultural spaces, with an extensive program of contemporary drama and dance, classical and popular music performances, and visual art exhibitions.


Centro Cultural La Moneda


Plaza de la Ciudadanía 26; tel. 2/2355 6500; www.ccplm.cl; 10am-7pm Tues.-Sun.; free


Beneath the Palacio de la Moneda, the Centro Cultural La Moneda has a cavernous atrium around which there are small galleries containing artifacts on loan from regional museums. Two exhibition rooms, often showing photography, are CH$3,000 admission—but you can enter for free Tuesdays and Sundays.



Centro Cultural Estación Mapocho



Plaza de la Cultura s/n; www.estacionmapocho.cl


The Centro Cultural Estación Mapocho near the Mercado Central hosts free photography and art exhibitions as well as large events like the annual Feria del Libro (Book Fair) in November.


NAVE


Libertad 430; https://nave.io


NAVE in Barrio Yungay hosts contemporary dance, theater, and music performances, often with political or activist themes.


Art Galleries


Galería Isabel Aninat


Córdova 4355, Vitacura; tel. 2/2245 0463; www.aninatgaleria.org; 10:30am-7:30pm Mon.-Fri., 11am-2pm Sat.; free


Dating to 1983, Galería Isabel Aninat claims to be the oldest gallery in the city. It showcases the contemporary work of Chilean artists, often in audiovisual exhibitions and photography.


Theater


Teatro UC


Washington 26, Nuñoa; tel. 2/2354 5207; https://teatrouc.uc.cl


Teatro UC is a theater operated since the 1940s by the prestigious Universidad Católica. It has hosted important Chilean performance artists, such as Victor Jara and Paulina Urrutia. Performances are mostly modern or experimental. It hosts many productions during January’s Santiago A Mil theater festival.


Live Music and Opera


Teatro Municipal


Agustinas 794; tel. 2/2463 8803; www.municipal.cl


The lavish 1857 neoclassical Teatro Municipal, home to the Opera Nacional de Chile, is the country’s most prominent theater, hosting ballet, opera, and classical music. Go if only to admire the spectacular architecture; it cuts a dramatic figure with its ostentatious neoclassical facade. Spanish-language guided tours (1pm Thurs., noon Sat.; CH$8,000) are available.


Centro de Extensión Artística y Cultura


Vicuña Mackenna 79; www.ceacuchile.cl


The Ballet Nacional Chileno and the Orquesta Sinfónica de Chile perform at the Centro de Extensión Artística y Cultura, a performance venue operated by the Universidad de Chile. Expect choral performances, solo pianists, orchestral music, and classic guitar.


Teatro Caupolicán


San Diego 850; tel. 2/2699 1556; www.teatrocaupolican.cl


Celebrated national acts and international acts such as New Order and Alice Cooper have graced the stage of Teatro Caupolicán.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


There’s always an event going on in Santiago. Advertisements on metro platforms are among the best places to find event information, and Toliv (https://toliv.com) has up-to-date event listings. The websites for the city’s papers, El Mercurio (https://digital.elmercurio.com) and La Tercera (https://finde.latercera.com), also have listings.


Santiago A Mil


Various locations; www.teatroamil.cl; Jan.


Held annually for most of January, Santiago A Mil is a performing arts festival that attracts international musicians and theater and dance troupes to venues and parks across the city. Performances also take place in other cities across Chile. Many acts include English subtitles. Tickets can be found on the website.


Lollapalooza


Movistar Arena, Parque O’Higgins; tel. 2/2770 2300; https://lollapaloozacl.com; Mar.


The Chilean version of the alternative music festival from the United States, Lollapalooza Chile is held for three days in March every year in the Movistar Arena, featuring high-profile international acts such as Sam Smith, Billie Eilish, and Drake, and Chilean bands such as Spiral Vortex. Tickets generally sell out quickly.




Art in the Metro


Don’t just use the metro for transport; jump out every now and then to admire the artwork. The MetroArte project has transformed the walls of subway stations across the city. Over 40 murals, mosaics, and photographs by Chileans have been installed since 2003. Disembark at the following stations—the art sometimes extends beyond the platforms.


• Universidad de Chile: The most famous artwork in the metro is Mario Toral’s mural Memoria Visual de una Nación (Visual Memory of a Nation). It covers 1,200 sq m (12,900 sq ft) over six panels on platforms at this busy station. Its two sections, Pasado (Past, 1996) and Presente (Present, 1999), reflect the complex history of Chile, from its Indigenous roots to 20th-century conflicts.


• La Moneda: On the platforms and in the warren of corridors are 14 landscapes of Chile Hoy (Chile Today, 2005). They depict snow-crusted mountains, the blue snout of a glacier, and araucaría trees at dawn. They look like photographs but are the work of realist Guillermo Muñoz Vera.


• Bellas Artes: The hallmark primary colors and thick black outlines of acclaimed muralist Alejandro “Mono” González and the equally recognizable woman and child by muralist Inti Castro decorate the entrance. Venture inside for Jennifer Díaz’s mosaic La Infancia Que Debe Ser (Childhood as It Should Be, 2018), a vivid portrayal of what it means to be a child.


• Quinta Normal: On 55 polychrome ceramic panels by one of Chile’s most acclaimed artists, the seminal 20th-century expressionist and surrealist Roberto Matta, Verbo América (The American Verb, 1997) depicts the roots and cosmology of pre-Columbian civilizations.


• Franklin: Opened in 2018, this metro station bears Rodrigo Estay’s mural Retrato de un Matarife (Portrait of a Butcher, 2018), which reflects on the neighborhood’s economic and cultural roots as the city’s principal slaughterhouse district.


• Bío Bío: As you go up the escalator to exit the station, turn around to see the seven Mapuche chemamülles (formerly used as funerary rites) carved in wood by Mapuche sculptor Antonio Paillafil. Within the station, there are 11 statues, which were installed to celebrate the Mapuche New Year in 2019.






We Tripantu



Various locations; June 20 or 21


Held on the winter solstice, We Tripantu is the largest celebration in the Mapuche calendar, honoring the rebirth of the sun and the moon at the start of the new year. Festivities are lively in Santiago, where the largest number of Mapuche people live, with concerts across the city featuring Mapuche folk musicians such as Beatriz Pichi Malen and even Mapuche rap and hip-hop artists. These are supplemented with poetry readings and unmissable gastronomic fairs, where you can try traditional Mapuche dishes. Sopapillas (deep-fried pastries), muday (a drink made from fermented wheat or corn), and meat stews are cooked in big street gatherings across the city, and new revelers are always welcome to join the celebrations. Expect the party to continue long into the night.


Santiago Festival Internacional de Cine


Various locations; www.sanfic.com; Aug.


For a week in August, independent films from across the world are screened in cinemas around the city at one of Latin’s America’s most prestigious film festivals, the Santiago Festival Internacional de Cine, also known as SANFIC.


Fiestas Patrias


Various locations; Sept. 18-19


Expect raucous celebrations if you’re in Santiago on September 18 and 19. The annual Fiestas Patrias celebrate Chile gaining independence from Spain, and these two days are given as vacation to everyone across the country. Communities gather at public parties known as fondas—the largest is held in Parque O’Higgins, with four days of music, theater, and—most importantly—cueca, the traditional folk dance where a man and a woman enact the courting of a hen by a rooster (expect lots of handkerchief-flapping and stamping). Terremotos (a highly alcoholic drink), choripánes (hot dogs), and beef empanadas are staple foods during the celebrations.


Shopping


DOWNTOWN


Souvenirs


Fundación Artesanías de Chile


Centro Cultural La Moneda, Av. Alameda; tel. 9/3395 3600; https://artesaniasdechile.cl; 10am-7pm daily


This fair-trade nonprofit supports artisans across the country; its largest branch is inside the Central Cultural La Moneda. It sells an extensive collection of textiles, including ponchos, rugs, and scarfs from the Atacama and Araucanía regions; Mapuche wicker baskets; ornaments carved from rare Chilean stone; and ceramics from Pomaire. It hosts craft workshops noon-4pm on weekends.


Wine


Santiago Wine Club


Rosal 386, Lastarria; tel. 2/2639 3085; https://santiagowineclub.cl; 11am-8pm Mon.-Sat., noon-3:30pm Sun.


Downtown’s Santiago Wine Club specializes in wine from independent boutique wineries and carries unusual varietals such as carignan, viognier, and petit verdot, as well as wine from newer regions such as Itata.




Best Souvenirs


Promising the full gamut of Chilean handicrafts in one browsable place, Pueblito Los Dominicos (click here) in Las Condes should be the first stop for souvenirs. Like a small rural village, it has 200 stores selling handicrafts from across Chile. It’s an excellent spot for lapis lazuli jewelry and delicate Mapuche-inspired silverware. Pottery from Pomaire and ornamental stonework are also available; the quality is excellent.


Below are some items to consider bringing home from your trip to Chile.


• Lapis lazuli: A startlingly blue semiprecious gemstone, lapis lazuli is highly prized for the intensity of its color. In Chile, mining began in 1905 in the village of Tulahúen in the Norte Chico. Lapis lazuli became the Chilean national stone in the 1980s. You’ll find it crafted into sterling silver jewelry and ornaments.


• Combarbalita: This rare, polished stone comes in colors from white to rose and black and is similar to marble in its mottled pattern. It’s soft enough to be worked by hand but durable enough that it doesn’t crack when used in thin or delicate pieces. Unique to Combarabalá, a town in the Norte Chico, it was favored by the Indigenous Diaguita and El Molle peoples, whose artisans carved it into decorative pendants and utilitarian arrowheads. In markets in Norte Chico and Santiago, it’s fashioned into decorative ornaments and added to jewelry, often combined with lapis lazuli.


• Crin: One of the country’s stranger souvenirs, brightly dyed horsehair reinforced with strands of ixle (a cactus from Mexico) is crafted into intricate butterflies, brooches, and even brujas (small dolls of witches), all in shocking pinks and blues. This colorful handicraft stems from the one-street village of Rari in the Central Valley (click here).


• Greda: If you order a pie in a small restaurant, it’s likely to come in a heavy clay pot. Known as greda, these smoky brown ceramics are fired in the workshops of Pomaire, just outside of Santiago, and are a staple in Chilean kitchens. Plates, bowls, and even three-footed chanchitos (piggy banks) can be found in markets across the city (click here).


• Chilean wine: Grapevines have been cultivated in Chile since the Jesuits planted them in the mid-1500s to make sacramental wines. The country’s signature grape, carménère, along with robust cabernet sauvignons, pinot noirs, and sauvignon blancs, have made Chile a global wine powerhouse. To buy from boutique wineries, head to the knowledgeable Santiago Wine Club (click here).


• Pisco: Chile’s grape cultivation doesn’t end with wine. In Norte Chico, muscat is distilled into pisco, a smooth floral liquor. It’s combined with lime juice and sugar for the ubiquitous pisco sour, but can also be added to a variety of cocktails or drunk neat. All supermarkets stock the large Chilean pisco brands; for more boutique options, head to CAV (Costanera Center, Av. Andrés Bello 2447, Local 1206; tel. 2/2618 9707; https://cav.cl; 10am-8:30pm daily).





BARRIO BELLAVISTA


Souvenirs


Mussio


Bellavista 0258; tel. 9/3075 286; 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-2pm Sun.


A number of small jewelry shops mostly specializing in lapis lazuli are along Bellavista between Pío Nono and Magallanes. The best is Mussio, a workshop and store where you can pick up everything from penguins made from the blue stone to pretty necklaces and jewelry boxes.


BARRIO ITALIA


Souvenirs


Estación Italia


Av. Italia 1439; tel. 9/5235 5355; www.estacionitalia.cl; 11am-8pm Tues.-Sat., 11am-7pm Sun.-Mon.


Barrio Italia is a shopper’s dream, with independent boutiques selling fashionable clothing, furniture, and bric-a-brac. At Estación Italia, a collective of a dozen shops plus event space in a building inspired by old train stations, you’ll find leather goods, clothes, and quirky crafts. Don’t miss Ofrenda, with unique silver and lapiz lazuli jewelry inspired by Chile’s Indigenous people. The space also holds regular events, including wine tastings and live music.


Óbolo


Av. Italia 1584; no phone; https://obolochocolate.cl; 11am-8:30pm daily


Don’t miss chocolate-maker Óbolo, who specializes in bean-to-bar chocolate, working with a cooperative of cacao growers in the Peruvian Amazon. You can also buy thick, decadent hot chocolate—try it “spiced” with merkén.


LAS CONDES


Souvenirs


Mercado Urbano Tobalaba


Av. Apoquindo 2370; https://mut.cl; 10am-8pm daily


The modern Mercado Urbano Tobalaba is a warren-like underground mall packed with tiny boutiques specializing in handmade products from across Chile. Find everything from beautiful leather handbags to children’s toys and locally made cheeses and honey.


FABA


Alonso de Córdova 3875; tel. 9/4460 2635; https://fabachile.cl [URL inactive]; 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-2pm Sat.


The upmarket FABA specializes in elegant lapis lazuli jewelry and homewares.


Pueblito Los Dominicos


Apoquindo 9085; tel. 2/2896 9844; www.culturallascondes.cl; 10:30am-8pm daily


Head to Pueblito Los Dominicos, a village-like crafts market where you can watch artisans in their workshops creating crafting textiles, Mapuche-inspired copper jewelry, silver inset with lapis lazuli, and even some rare crin (dyed horsehair) crafts. Weekends see more shops open and even musicians performing.



Wine



Vinolia


Alonso de Monroy 2869, Vitacura; tel. 2/2604 8528; www.vinolia.cl; 9am-midnight Mon.-Sat.


Stocking a small selection of wine from the best wineries in the Colchagua, Casablanca, and Maipo Valleys, Vinolia also offers virtual tours of featured vineyards, with tastings guided by the winemakers themselves. Before the tasting, you can visit a smelling room, where you learn to identify the different notes of the wines you’ll be trying. Tastings (CH$19,990) include three pours and nibbles, or you can add a two-course meal at their excellent restaurant for an extra CH$40,000. Reservations are necessary.


Les Dix Vins


Av. Vitacura 2935; tel. 2/2247 4705; www.lesdixvins.cl; 10am-midnight Mon.-Sat.


Les Dix Vins sells a selection of boutique Chilean and French wines and offers regular wine tastings, often with food, as well as a bar space with small plates and a rotating list of 10 wines that can be purchased by the glass.


Food


TOP EXPERIENCE


DOWNTOWN


Prices are generally cheaper in the unpretentious and often historic restaurants and cafés Downtown.


Chilean


El Completo Feliz


Av. Recoleta 313; 10am-7pm Mon.-Fri.; CH$2,000-3,300


A block east of La Vega Central, El Completo Feliz is a small food truck with enormous completos (hot dogs). Join the queue (it’s worth it!) to pick from their varied selection, which include the classic italiano (named as such for the colors of the mashed avocado, diced tomatoes, and mayonnaise that match the Italian flag), and, unusually, 12 vegan completos.


El Rápido


Bandera 347; tel. 2/2672 2375; 8:30am-7pm Mon.-Fri., 10:30am-4pm Sat.; CH$2,000-6,000


With its horseshoe-shaped bar that makes it impossible not to chat with the white-hatted servers, El Rápido is a Chilean institution dating to the 1960s, the city’s most popular picada (small family-run restaurant). The quick service lives up to the name, and the selection of soups, churrascos, completos, and empanadas are cheap and tasty.


Emporio Zunino


Paseo Puente 801; www.emporiozunino.cl; 9:30am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri., 9:30am-2pm Sat.; CH$1,800-2,000


At Emporio Zunino, which dates to 1930, join the business-types holding meetings over empanadas and coffee at one of the high tables. The classic choice is the empanada de pino, filled with minced beef, onions, and a solitary olive. They also sell cheese-filled empanadas and fresh pasta to cook at home.


Salvador Cocina y Café


Ossa 1059; tel. 9/5817 9777; https://salvadorcocinaycafe.cl [URL inactive]; 8:30am-6pm Mon.-Fri.; CH$2,000-9,000, menú del día CH$9,900


Hidden down a side street, the award-winning Salvador Cocina y Café is an unexpected foodie haven. The daily menu includes several starters and mains, all showcasing Chilean ingredients with modern flair. Dine on bean stew, French parsley-dressed kidneys, and black pudding emparanadas. Get here early for lunch, as it fills up quickly with local businesspeople. They also serve cakes, coffee, and breakfast sandwiches.




S Barrio Franklin’s Flea Markets


Due south of Downtown you’ll find one of the city’s most unexpected delights: The former meatpacking district of Barrio Franklin is now home to Santiago’s largest flea markets, the truly eclectic Persa Bío Bío or Persa Franklin. More than 4,000 stalls are stocked to the rafters with everything from medication to 1990s video games and figurines, vinyl, and vintage clothes; at times, it’s hard to know what’s garbage and what’s treasure. The markets are scattered across the site of a former tannery, with vendors spilling out of a series of enormous galpónes (warehouses) that now house hip cultural spaces and tiny businesses.


Beyond the antiques and nostalgic junk, the Persa Bío Bío plays host to the following spots worth seeking out:


• Zeñén (Local 287, Galpón 1; tel. 9/9627 6608; 10am-6pm Fri.-Sun.): The colorful, eye-catching signs give away the location of this famous stall run by renowned Chilean calligrapher Zenén Vargas. Known as the King of Signs, Vargas started at age 15 designing the signs used in the windows of the city’s micros (buses) to indicate their routes; since then, his work has gained a cult following, with his now iconic freehand lettering gracing the signage of shops and restaurants across the city (look out for it at the Emporio La Rosa, click here) and becoming embedded in Chilean popular culture. You can buy his signs—or commission him to make one—at this stand.


• Galería Taller del Mono (204, Galpón 6; https://monogonzalez.cl [URL inactive]; 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun.): Similarly iconic is the work of Alejandro “Mono” Gonzalez, one of Chile’s most acclaimed muralists and one of the founding members of the Brigada Ramona Parra, a collective of artists who painted political murals during the dictatorship in defiance of Pinochet. They continue to create murals championing workers’ and Indigenous rights, all in their distinctive style of primary colors and thick black outlines. You can buy prints of Gonzalez’s work—and, if he’s there, meet the artist himself.


• Factoria Franklin (Franklin 714; https://factoria-franklin.cl; 10am-7pm daily): The long, industrial corridors of this restored 1940s building are the backdrop for one of the city’s hippest new shopping destinations. Here, the focus is predominately on food and drink. Browse the shops, where you can try lion’s mane mushroom kombucha at SOMA Elixir (tel. 9/5880 8320; www.somaelixir.cl; 10am-6pm Fri.-Sun.) and vodka filtered through meteorites at Distillería Zunda (https://destileriazunda.cl; 9am-6pm Mon.-Fri., noon-6pm Sat.-Sun.). Downstairs, stop for artisanal cheese and wine at Fermento (www.colectivofermento.cl; 12:30pm-6:30pm Sat.-Sun.) and huge ciabattas stuffed with cured meat at La Fiambrería (tel. 9/3140 6280; www.lafiambreria.cl; 10:30pm-5pm daily). Activities such as wine and gin tastings, plus live music, also take place here.


• DeMo (La Curtiembre art gallery, Persa Víctor Manuel; tel. 9/4845 473; 10am-4pm Sat.-Sun.; menú del día CH$25,000): Having trained at a handful of the world’s best restaurants, including Santiago’s Boragó, chef Pedro Chavarría is making waves in this unpretentious seven-table restaurant. The two daily menu options draw on whatever he can get his hands on that day; it could be a potato tart with garlic and powdered mushroom, fermented red cabbage on a crostini of roast beef, or gnocchi with a broccoli and parmesan foam.


The markets extend—more or less—between Calles Eduardo Matte in the east, Placer in the south, San Diego in the west, and Franklin in the north. Many stalls open only on weekends and, due to the vast size of the markets, can be challenging to navigate independently, so it’s worth hiring a guided tour (pickpockets are also rife here, so leave valuables in your hotel). Pucara Travel (tel. 9/4556 6319) is highly recommended for exploring the area. If you travel here independently, the closest metro stops are Franklin (Línea 2/6) and Bío Bío (Línea 6).







Fine Dining in Santiago


Chile has long remained under the radar for fine dining, but Santiago is making a mark on the international scene. The restaurants listed here make regular appearances on lists of Latin America’s best restaurants, and each offers fine dining and innovative flavors.


• Ambrosia Bistro (Nueva de Lyon 99, Providencia; tel. 9/4517 8195; www.ambrosiabistro.cl; 1pm-midnight Mon.-Sat.; CH$12,000-20,000): Chilean chef Carolina Bazán won plaudits with her modern Chilean food inspired by her training at critically acclaimed French restaurants, with her sophisticated but unpretentious bistro surpassing her fancier Ambrosia (Pamplona 78; tel. 2/2217 3075; www.ambrosia.cl; 1pm-3pm and 6:30pm-11:30pm Mon.-Sat.; CH$18,000-25,000). Expect a relaxed atmosphere, affordable prices, and a creative menu, which includes bao buns, foie gras, burgers, and stewed veal cheek.


• S Boragó (Nueva Costanera 3467, Vitacura; tel. 2/2953 8893; www.borago.cl; 5pm-11:45pm Mon.-Sat.; CH$155,000) astounds with its earthy, delicate flavors that celebrate Chile’s diverse natural heritage. Chef Rodolfo Guzman forages for sea algae on the rocks at Isla Negra, incorporating them into an experimental 12-18-course menu featuring guanaco jerky and 9-hour barbecued lamb. Book well in advance and expect the spectacle to take at least 3 hours.


• 99 Restaurante (Alonso de Córdova 4355, Vitacura; tel. 2/2335 3327; https://99restaurante.com; 8pm-11pm daily; CH$99,000-150,000, menú del día CH$12,900): Reopened following the pandemic in a new location, this spot has a casual atmosphere, despite the fact that it’s perhaps the most exclusive table in the city, with space for just 12 guests per sitting. From the open kitchen, owner and head chef Kurt Schmidt delivers a creative nine-course menu that focuses on a single Chilean wine region at a time.





BARRIOS BRASIL AND YUNGAY


Chilean


Na Que Ver


Bulnes 41; tel. 9/5129 9408; www.naquevercocineria.cl; 1pm-3pm Tues.-Sun.; CH$8,000-12,000


Barrio Yungay’s most famous picada is the low-key Na Que Ver, so unassuming that you might not even spot it. Look for the royal blue walls and the sign in the window, which leads you into this lunchtime-only restaurant that serves up an ever-changing menu of dishes that your Chilean grandma might have made. There are delicious stewed lamb ribs, rolled pork, and seafood stews. Get here early; the food runs out fast.


International


Boulevard Lavaud


Compañía 2789; tel. 9/7798 9743; https://peluqueriafrancesa.com; 10am-midnight Tues.-Thurs., 10am-2am Fri.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun.; CH$10,000-18,000


Packed to the rafters with curios, including hood-style hair dryers that serve as lampshades, the Boulevard Lavaud shares its space with a barbershop that faces the street. Extending deep into the adjoining building, this labyrinthine restaurant offers French fare and a lengthy Chilean wine menu. Pop in for fillet medallions, boeuf bourguignon, salmon carpaccio, or coffee and lemon pie. There’s occasional cabaret starting at 10pm Friday-Saturday. Reservations are necessary on weekend evenings.


Selvaggio


Huérfanos 2744; tel. 9/5011 1372; www.selvaggio.cl; 9am-10pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sat., 9am-11:30pm Fri.; CH$10,000-15,000


Within a historic house that has been stripped back to brick and wood beams, Selvaggio is a chic neighborhood pizzeria that’s reputedly President Boric’s favorite (he lives practically next door). Sourdough can be found in their pizza bases and their breads; it functions as a mouthwatering bakery, too.



BARRIOS BELLAS ARTES AND LASTARRIA



Chilean



S Bocanáriz



Lastarria 276; tel. 9/3911 0332; https://bocanariz.cl; 12:30pm-11pm Mon.-Wed., 12:30pm-midnight Thurs.-Fri., 1pm-12:30am Sat.; CH$7,000-16,000


Packed to the rafters with over 340 bottles, Bocanáriz is one the best places to experience Chilean viticulture. The sommeliers offer a full explanation of the wine menu and can recommend flights to sample from the dozen of options, organized by geography, varietal, or style. The food is excellent (if pricey): ceviches, seaweed salads, beef sweetbreads, and a three-course menu with wine pairings (CH$45,000). The exposed brick walls and tall designer chairs lend the place a modern vibe. Reservations are essential.


José Ramon 277


José Ramon 277; tel. 9/4258 1689; www.joseramon277.cl; 9:30am-midnight Mon.-Wed., 10:30am-1am Thurs.-Fri., noon-1am Sat., noon-11pm Sun.; CH$8,000-11,000


Down a backstreet behind the GAM building, José Ramon 277 is a hip spot with epic sanguches—crusty white rolls stuffed with traditional Chilean fillings such as pernil (boiled ham hock), prieta (blood sausage), or lengua (cow’s tongue), all slathered with avocado, green beans, and green chili. Three house beers join a handful of Chilean craft beers on tap, plus a selection of cocktails, making it a great place for a drink.



S Liguria



Merced 298; tel. 2/3263 4340; noon-12:30am Mon.-Sat.; CH$5,000-10,000


Liguria is Santiago’s most quintessential bistro and an unmissable stop; it has hosted international celebrities like Kate Moss within its curios-stuffed walls. The menu spans traditional Chilean dishes, from sea urchin to blood sausage with mashed potatoes and gravy, to beef stew, all served on red-and-white gingham tablecloths. It’s worth making a reservation in the evening. Three sister locations in Providencia (Av. Providencia 1353, Av. Pedro de Valdivia 47, and Av. Ojeda 19) provide a cozier experience.
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Liguria, a quintessential Chilean bistro





Antigua Fuente


Av. Alameda 58; tel. 2/2639 3231; www.antiguafuente.cl; 10am-10pm Mon.-Sat.; CH$7,000-9,000


If you ask any Santiaguinos where to go for a quick lomito (steak sandwich), they’ll send you to Antigua Fuente. With its horseshoe-shaped bar, hordes of hungry diners, and pinafore-wearing staff, it’s a dive into a traditional Chilean lunch. Slow-cooked shavings of pork or beef combine with avocado, tomato, and mayonnaise in a huge bun, best washed down with a local beer. Expect to get your hands messy and your hunger satiated.


Light Bites


Emporio La Rosa


Merced 291; www.emporiolarosa.cl; 10:30am-7:30pm daily


A Chilean institution, Emporio La Rosa offers the creamiest ice cream in the most interesting flavors. Try an exotic flavor such as cherimoya, dulce de leche (classic Chilean caramel) or tart maqui with lemon. Stop in for a coffee, cake, or sandwich too, but expect to wait in line; this place is popular.


Café Triciclo


Santo Domingo 598; www.cafetriciclo.cl; 8am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm Sat., 10am-3:30pm Sun.


Smiles can be in short supply at Café Triciclo, but the coffee’s great and the atmosphere relaxed. The cakes and avocado and hummus toasts satisfy those seeking a quick bite to eat.


PROVIDENCIA


Chilean



S Cora Bistro



Cabrera 14; tel. 9/4299 3861; 12:30pm-2:30pm and 7pm-midnight Tues.-Fri., 7pm-midnight Sun.; CH$13,000-16,000


Hidden away in Providencia is one of the city’s most interesting propositions. Ten-table Cora Bistro is unfailingly crammed, and the seemingly simple five-starter, five-mains seasonal menu belies the complexity and creativity of each dish. They work exclusively with Chilean ingredients; dishes might include longanizas (Chilean sausage), sea urchin, beef tongue, or rabbit. Try one of their signature cocktails. Dining is by reservation only.


Vegetarian


El Huerto


Luco 54; tel. 2/2231 4443; www.elhuerto.cl; 9am-11pm Mon.-Sat., 9am-4pm Sun., CH$9,000-14,000, menú del día CH$14,500


Decorated with colorful oil paintings, El Huerto is a hit among hip young Santiaguinos and tourists alike. This vegetarian restaurant has an interesting array of kelp ceviche, alongside hearty burritos packed with tasty beans and cheese, and lentil dhal. Lighter bites include quinoa salad bowls and vegan falafels.


International


Yum Cha


La Herradura 2722; tel. 9/3052 6609; https://yumcha.cl; 6:30pm-9pm Tues.-Sat.; CH$80,000-100,000


You might not expect to find an Asian-Chilean fusion restaurant that pairs their food with teas from across the globe in Santiago, but that’s exactly what you’ll get at the innovative Yum Cha. There are just five tables for 20 diners to embark on the 10-course tasting menu, which has won acclaim the world over. Classic Chilean ingredients—conger eel, crab, and smoked pork—combine with Asiatic flavors to create a truly unique dining experience.


BARRIO BELLAVISTA


Chilean


Eladio


Nueva Providencia 2250; tel. 9/9530 4537; www.eladio.cl; 1pm-6pm Mon.-Sat.; CH$15,000-25,000


It’s not just the Argentineans who worship meat: See for yourself at Eladio, a popular and inexpensive place to experience the Chilean art of the asado. Servers with bow ties move between the grill and your table; you’ll want to order a couple of sides with your meat. Try the gently grilled entrañas (skirt steak), succulent and lightly salted, or the bife chorizo (sirloin strip steak). Locals ask for their meat a punto (medium rare) or medio (medium)—you’ll get a strange look if you want it cooked more.



Peruvian



Sarita Colonia


Loreto 40; tel. 9/5810 1052; www.saritacoloniarestoran.cl; 7pm-1am Tues.-Thurs., 1pm-4pm and 7pm-midnight Fri.-Sat., 1pm-4pm Sun.; CH$4,000-8,000


Sarita Colonia defies categorization, named after a Peruvian folk saint and describing itself as “transvestite Peruvian.” What can be defined, however, is its excellent Peruvian-Chilean fusion food, with, of course, Peruvian ceviches on the menu, and creative takes on other classical dishes, including gnocchi and hake bathed in creamy huancaina sauce, and Chilean corn stew with lomo saltado. The decor is kitsch but somehow still cool.


BARRIO ITALIA


Chilean


Silvestre Bistró


Tegualda 1513; tel. 9/9156 9974; 9:30am-11:30pm Tues.-Sat., 9:30am-4:40pm Sun.; CH$15,000-20,000


Down a side street, Silvestre Bistró is the place to see and be seen in Barrio Italia, as much for the food as for its bohemian alternative ambience. An antiques-stuffed dining room leads to a quirky garden filled with chipped sinks overflowing with plants, as jazz music provides a relaxed backdrop. Farm-to-table meets foraging in the streamlined menu, with dishes such as lamb shank and cheesy wild octopus stew, plus an exceptional brunch menu.


Light Bites


Café de la Candelaría


Av. Italia 1449; tel. 2/2880 4137; 10am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-7:30pm Sun.; CH$5,000-12,000, menú del día CH$11,900


Dainty cast-iron furniture lines the checkerboard-tiled patio of pretty Café de la Candelaría, deep inside one of Barrio Italia’s trademark galleries. This is the perfect place to nurse a cup of chai tea. Affordable lunches of charquican (dried meat) made from pork heart or Thai curry with quinoa sit alongside sandwiches and cakes. It’s also a fine place for an extensive brunch, with fruit, juice, eggs, granola, and cake (before 4pm; CH$13,900).


LAS CONDES


Chilean


La Calma by Fredes


Av. Nueva Costanera 3832, Vitacura; tel. 9/9613 0353; https://lacalma.cl; 1pm-10pm Mon.-Sat.; CH$7,000-12,000


Pricey La Calma by Fredes is flying the flag for excellent seafood in Santiago, sourced directly from small-scale fishers and harpoon divers. If you’re feeling flush, there’s lobster on the menu from the remote Juan Fernández, plus an expansive catch-of-the-day list. Pick from a slightly overwhelming array of fish cooked in different ways, or opt for linguine slathered in butter and crab. The wine list contains an impressive 99 percent Chilean wine—try a crisp sauvignon blanc to match perfectly with the seafood. Reservations are recommended.


GREATER SANTIAGO


Chilean



S Pulpería Santa Elvira



Santa Elvira 475; tel. 9/4111 6000; www.pulperiasantaelvira.com; 7pm-11pm Wed., 1pm-3:30pm and 7pm-11:30pm Thurs.-Sat., 1pm-4pm Sun.; CH$18,000-25,000


There’s no sign, but the crowd of eager people waiting to be let into the red-and-blue-painted house gives you a clue to the location of the outstanding Pulpería Santa Elvira. You’re welcomed effusively into what appears to be a home, family photos and all, where a seasonal menu—talked through in detail by the waiters—introduces you to unusual takes on Chilean dining, including corn four ways or spicy octopus in a mussel broth. The mushroom and cacao ice cream is also unexpectedly tasty. Reservations are required.
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empanada at Pulpería Santa Elvira





Bars and Nightlife


Bellavista has the densest selection of bars and venues; the main thoroughfare, Pío Nono, and the northeast of the neighborhood are packed with students and budget bar-goers, but the area can become dicey after 9pm. Barrio Brasil offers a more relaxed scene, while Barrio Italia is home to jazz dens and craft beer bars with a hip vibe. Barrio Lastarria is a classy affair. Chileans start the party late: Bars get going around 10pm, and few nightclubs have much atmosphere until at least 2am. Cover charges are common at nightclubs, with reduced rates or free entry common before midnight.


BARRIOS BRASIL AND YUNGAY


Cervecería Intrinsical


Av. Brasil 88; www.intrinsical.cl; 6pm-midnight Mon.-Sat.


You won’t find beer fresher than at Cervecería Intrinsical. Packed within a 120-year-old building, this brewery produces 6,000 liters of beer per month, that you can try in their laid-back bar. What makes them stand out, however, is their experimentation. Beers range from the traditional—classic German hefeweizen—to bizarre, yet strangely delicious, imperial stouts with smoked mussels and cacao-infused Japanese rice lager.


BARRIO BELLAS ARTES AND LASTARRIA


The Singular


Merced 294; tel. 2/2306 8820; www.thesingular.com; 11:30am-11pm Sun.-Wed., 11:30am-midnight Thurs.-Sat.


Rub shoulders with Chile’s moneyed elite at 9th-floor The Singular, an exclusive bar in the five-star hotel of the same name. From its prime position, you can see Cerro San Cristóbal and the Santiago skyline while sipping exclusive wines by the glass, or choosing expertly crafted cocktails alongside cheese boards, oysters, and lamb empanadas.


Chipe Libre


Lastarria 282; tel. 9/3911 0308; www.chipe-libre.cl; 12:30pm-12:30am Mon.-Sat.


A pisco jug marks the entrance of Chipe Libre, a resto-bar that declares itself the “Independent Republic of Pisco.” There is a long-standing dispute as to whether Peru or Chile birthed this brandy-like alcohol, but Chipe Libre is considered neutral territory. Start with a frothy pisco sour or check out the pisco flights. The food, heavy on fancy, well-presented Chilean dishes, is excellent.


BARRIO BELLAVISTA


Despite crowds of partygoers, Bellavista does have its insalubrious areas. Avoid walking the backstreets at night; it’s better to call a taxi directly to your location. Armed robberies and muggings on the streets west of Calle Pío Nono have become increasingly common at night.


El Clan


Bombero Núñez 363; no phone; 10pm-3:30am Wed.-Thurs., 10pm-4:30am Fri.-Sat.; CH$5,000 cover


The pint-size bar and club El Clan promises live hip-hop, samba bands, funk, and 1980s and ’90s classics. Its young clientele comes in droves. There’s no sign, so you have to look for the number on the door.


Ex-Bunker


Bombero Núñez 159; no phone; www.superfiestabarcelona.com; midnight-5am Sat.; cover varies


One of the city’s most popular LGBTQ events is Barcelona, held Friday and Saturday nights at event space Ex-Bunker, a guaranteed wild night featuring drag acts, go-go dancing, and thumping tunes spanning the last few decades. Saturday is the big night; it gets busy from 2am onward.


Thelonious Lugar de Jazz


Bombero Núñez 336; tel. 2/2735 7962; www.theloniouschile.com; 8:30pm-1am Tues.-Sat.; CH$5,000-7,000 cover


The intimate Thelonious Lugar de Jazz is one of the city’s best places for live traditional, contemporary, and experimental jazz by Chilean and international acts. Reservations are essential on weekends. Two performances each night generally start at 9pm and 11pm.


BARRIO ITALIA


The Jazz Corner


Santa Isabel 451; tel. 2/2274 9941; www.thejazzcorner.cl; 6pm-midnight Tues.-Wed., 6pm-1pm Thurs., 1pm-1am Sat., 1pm-11pm Sun.; CH$5,000 cover for performances


The Jazz Corner, a cramped, atmospheric spot, is an intimate, lesser-known live music venue that hosts big names in Chilean jazz (music starts 8pm Tues.-Wed., 9pm Thurs.-Sat., 8pm Sun.). Seats are packed around a small central stage. Booking ahead is essential; get here early for the best seats.


GREATER SANTIAGO


Siete Negronis


El Ciruelillo 4084; tel. 9/5408 8251; www.sietenegronis.cl [URL inactive]; 6pm-2am Tues.-Wed., 6pm-3am Thurs., 6pm-4am Fri.-Sat.


Grab a chair at the bar to watch the action: The bartenders at Siete Negronis know their way around a cocktail. Negronis are the star, with seven variations available, and they change on the 7th of every month. The ambience is classy, and there are fancy snacks on the menu—think empanadas, tacos, and croquettes—to pair with your drinks.


La Fabbrica


Av. Ossa 123, La Reina; tel. 2/2830 6208; https://la-fabbrica.cl; noon-10pm Mon., noon-11pm Tues.-Thurs., noon-midnight Fri.-Sat., noon-9pm Sun.; CH$7,000-10,000 cover for performances


La Fabbrica, in Plaza Egaña, is home to the legendary live-music Club de Jazz de Santiago, which has hosted jazz heavyweights such as Louis Armstrong and Herbie Hancock. These days it welcomes exciting new jazz musicians bringing acid jazz, jazz hip-hop, and more traditional jazz to the stage. Music starts at 9pm Tuesday-Saturday and at 7pm Sunday. You’ll want a reservation.


La Batuta


Washington 52, Nuñoa; tel. 2/2274 7096; 11pm-4am Thurs., 11pm-5am Fri.-Sat.; cover from CH$8,000


One of the city’s best-loved live music clubs, La Batuta is a classic haunt in Barrio Nuñoa, south of the city center. It packs an enthusiastic crowd for live rock, ska, and cumbia bands, featuring local and international acts.


Accommodations


Santiago’s higher-end accommodations are concentrated in bohemian Barrio Lastarria. International luxury and business chains such as the W Santiago, Ritz-Carlton, and Mandarin Oriental are mostly in Las Condes and Vitacura. Budget and midrange options cluster around Providencia and Barrio Brasil. Take caution while walking in Brasil at night.


Thanks to the city’s excellent metro and bus network, most accommodations are within easy access of the center. Prices tend to drop during January-February, when most travelers are on the coast and in the south of the country.



BARRIOS BRASIL AND YUNGAY



CH$40,000-60,000


Happy House Hostel


Moneda 1829; tel. 9/6207 6876; CH$14,000 dorm, CH$41,000 d shared bath, CH$60,000 d private bath


With high-ceilinged hallways and a plethora of terraces and seating areas, the spacious Happy House Hostel is one of the city’s top budget options. Its 28 rooms in a restored mansion are sizeable and attractively furnished, while the outdoor terrace with swimming pool and barbecue area is welcome in summer. Breakfast is ample, and there’s a kitchen for guest use.


BARRIOS BELLAS ARTES AND LASTARRIA


CH$60,000-80,000


Casa Noble Hotel Boutique


Almirante Montt 440; tel. 2/2633 8623 or 9/5960 1324; CH$62,000 d, IVA not included


Despite being at the heart of the city, Casa Noble Hotel Boutique is miraculously quiet. It’s tucked away down a gated street but is within walking distance of Barrio Lastarria’s restaurants and bars, and not far from Downtown, either. Rooms are pleasant and spacious, with garish but clean bathrooms. Breakfast costs an additional CH$6,500.


Over CH$80,000



S Luciano K



Merced 84; tel. 2/2620 0900; www.lucianokhotel.com; CH$186,000 d


Named after an acclaimed Chilean architect, Luciano K is Santiago’s most stylish hotel, within an art deco building that delights with its whimsical yet classy character. Its 38 rooms feature plush king-size beds, modern bath suites, and soundproof glazing, which is a necessity in such a centrally located place. But the most stunning feature is the rooftop bar—also open to the public—that wows with kaleidoscopic floor tiles and striking views across the neighborhood and Parque Forestal. It’s the perfect place to relax with a pisco sour.



S Hotel Magnolia



Huérfanos 539; tel. 2/2664 4043; https://hotelmagnolia.cl; CH$307,000 d


Steps from Cerro Santa Lucía, Hotel Magnolia is in a striking neo-Gothic mansion where dramatic spiral staircases and stained-glass windows contrast with a modern extension. The rooms are modern and light-filled thanks to large windows and pale eucalyptus wood that emulates the cabins of southern Chile—just with far more luxury. It’s worth visiting the rooftop bar, where views across Cerro Santa Lucía are breathtaking. Don’t miss the sociable free wine tasting every Friday.


PROVIDENCIA


CH$60,000-80,000



S Hostal Río Amazonas



Av. Vicuña Mackenna 47; tel. 9/6468 0741; www.hostalrioamazonas.cl; CH$65,000 d


Claiming to be the oldest hostel in Santiago, labyrinthine Hostal Río Amazonas has been a favorite since the late 1990s. The 31 spacious rooms in this higgledy-piggledy mock-Tudor mansion feature sturdy wooden furniture. Rooms are quiet, despite the location on a main road. Single-occupancy rooms are small but serviceable. The kitchen is too tiny for the number of guests, but the rates are cheap and the owners are lovely. There’s also limited parking.


Casa Ribera Hotel Providencia


Valenzuela 1650; tel. 29/4046 3610; CH$30,000 dorm, CH$75,000 d private bath


Stay in a beautiful neoclassical mansion just a stone’s throw from Av. Providencia but without the price tag at the lovely Casa Ribera Hotel Providencia. This family-run bed-and-breakfast has large bedrooms, a sofa-filled living room with streaming services, and a sunny backyard with patio furniture. The breakfast is hearty and the owners extremely hospitable.


BARRIO BELLAVISTA


CH$40,000-60,000


Eco Hostal Tambo Verde


Capellán Abarzüa 131; tel. 2/2316 0128; www.hostal-tamboverde.com; CH$21,000 dorm, CH$46,000 d shared bath, CH$56,000 d private bath


Within a prime location set in a quiet residential area on the eastern fringes of Bellavista, Eco Hostal Tambo Verde is a humble little guesthouse with much to like. There’s just a handful of smallish rooms set around a tree-filled terrace, the latter of which is the perfect place to idle for an evening. A large breakfast with home-baked bread, yogurt, and cereal is included—as is an incredibly warm welcome from the owner.


BARRIO ITALIA


CH$40,000-60,000


Hostal Vitalia


Av. Italia 1689; tel. 9/7702 9628; https://hostalvitalia.com; CH$17,000 dorm, CH$35,000 d shared bath, CH$42,000 d private bath, IVA not included


Find excellent value for the money at the relaxed Hostal Vitalia. It’s run by its owners, who have created a welcoming atmosphere, mostly thanks to the sizeable back terrace with foosball table that makes for easy socializing with other guests. Rooms are large and functional and have use of a well-stocked kitchen. The owners can advise on the best bars and restaurants in the neighborhood and beyond.


CH$60,000-80,000



S Casa La Barca



Santander 292; tel. 9/9998 0353; www.casalabarca.cl; CH$70,000 d, IVA not included


The city’s friendliest welcome can be found at Casa La Barca. You’re hosted by Pamela, whose concern for her guests makes this bed-and-breakfasta welcome home away from home, even with a limited amount of spoken English. Rooms are within a beautifully restored 1920s house, and it’s worth upgrading to the double bedroom at the front with a balcony (CH$80,000), although all rooms have access to two terraces, plus a small kitchen. It’s on a quiet but safe street within walking distance of Barrio Italia, Providencia, and the metro, giving you easy access to restaurants and bars.


Over CH$80,000


Maison Italia 1029


Av. Italia, 1029; tel. 2/2982 8311; https://maisonitalia1029.com [URL inactive]; CH$178,000 d, IVA not included


It’s hard to find fault with the way that the boutique hotel Maison Italia 1029 has maintained the history of its early 20th-century building while creating a beautifully contemporary aesthetic. Perhaps the one slight fly in the ointment is the size of the five rooms, which aren’t huge. However, greenery-planted terrace-balconies attached to all but one expand the space well. There’s also a lift and a good breakfast served in the downstairs café.


LAS CONDES


Over CH$80,000



S Hotel Bidasoa



Av. Vitacura 4873; tel. 2/2602 3900; https://hotelbidasoa.cl; CH$146,000 d, IVA not included


Stay in the fanciest part of Santiago without the extortionate price tag at the stylish Hotel Bidasoa. Classy bedrooms color-matched to elegant wallpaper give this hotel a young, chic vibe, but it’s hard not to be distracted by the views of the Vitacura skyline from the floor-to-ceiling windows.



Information and Services



VISITOR INFORMATION


SERNATUR and the municipal government have a number of tourist information points across the city. Both the municipal and national services have English-speaking personnel and can provide good-quality maps, many of which include a metro map.


• Oficina de Turismo: Plaza de Armas s/n; tel. 2/2713 6104; www.santiagocapital.cl; 9:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat.-Sun. In addition to this central office, the Oficina de Turismo also has a smaller booth (tel. 9/9920 8053; 9:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri.) next to the Plaza Neptuno fountains at the southern entrance to Cerro Santa Lucía. Staff at both locations can advise on destinations in the city, and there are plenty of maps. Their website is very helpful, too.


• SERNATUR Oficina Turística: Aeropuerto Nuevo Pudahuel; Terminal 2 baggage carousels; hours vary


• CONAF: Bulnes 265; tel. 2/2663 0125; www.conaf.cl; 9:30am-5:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 9:30am-4:30pm Fri. Information on national parks throughout the country.


HEALTH


Tap water is drinkable in Santiago, although it’s wise to drink it in small doses for a couple of days to give your body time to adjust.


Medical Services


Santiago has the highest quality—and most expensive—medical services in the country, and it’s very easy to get an appointment to see a doctor. Emergency medical care is of a very high quality.


• Hospital Clínico Universidad de Chile: Av. Santos de Durmont 999, Independencia; tel. 2/2978 8000; www.redclinica.cl


Emergency Numbers


Dial 103 for an ambulance, 132 for the fire department, and 133 for police. Few operators speak English, and they will require a street name, house number, and neighborhood.


TELEPHONE AND INTERNET


The city code for Santiago is 2, which precedes the seven- or eight-digit local number. If you’re calling from a mobile phone, 0 must be added before the initial 2. Call centers are few, so you’re better off getting a local chip (SIM card), which can be purchased from Entel, Claro, or Movistar, the main cellular network companies. If traveling into remote parts of Chile, Entel is the most recommendable. A 4G or 5G data connection is common throughout the city. Hotels, hostels, and guesthouses tend to have free Wi-Fi with a fast connection.


MONEY


Most of Santiago’s shops, restaurants, and hotels accept credit cards, although you will need cash for public transport, taxis, and smaller purchases. ATMs are abundant, although most collect a surcharge on foreign cards. Generally, withdrawals are free if you use a bank on the same network as your card.


Banco Internacional (Moneda 810, Downtown; La Pastora 128, El Golf) generally doesn’t charge a fee; Scotiabank (Moneda 906) has plenty of branches and doesn’t charge fees for most cards. Banco de Chile charges the biggest fee: up to CH$8,000. It’s wise to stock up on cash in Santiago, as banks that don’t charge a fee can be hard to find elsewhere.


Most banks will exchange dollars for pesos. Exchange houses are in the Downtown area, along Calle Agustinas (between Calles Bandera and Ahumada). Most malls and large shopping centers have exchange offices. The airport generally offers the poorest conversion rate. For large transactions, you may be required to show your passport. There is a currency exchange shop in the arrivals hall, on the first floor of the building. Avoid using the ATMs located within baggage claim, just after customs, and outside in the public area of the terminal as card skimming has been known to occur.


VISAS AND OFFICIALDOM


Departamento de Extranjería y Migración


Matucana 1223 or Fanor Velasco 56; tel. 600/4863 000; www.extranjeria.gob.cl; 8:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.


To extend your visa, known as a permanencia transitoria, beyond the 90 days granted upon arrival, it’s easiest to leave the country for either Argentina or Peru and return the next day, a practice known as “border hopping.” However, a cheaper method is to apply online through the Servicio Nacional de Migraciones (https://tramites.extranjeria.gob.cl). You’ll need to create an online account and select “Solicitud de Prórroga de Permanencia Transitoria”. You’ll be required to upload one PDF containing a photograph of your passport, your PDI slip (which is given to you at the border by the officials upon arrival into Chile), an explanation of why you wish to extend your stay, and proof of funds sufficient to cover your stay. You can request an additional 90 day extension.


If you have lost your PDI slip, which is required for leaving the country, you can get another one for free at a different office of the Departamento de Extranjería y Migración (Eleuterio Ramírez 852; 8am-2pm Mon.-Fri.); take your passport.


NEWSPAPERS


There are no English-language newspapers in the city. For satirical takedowns of Chilean and world politicians, The Clinic (www.theclinic.cl) is a satirical, left-wing weekly magazine. The very right-wing El Mercurio (https://digital.elmercurio.com) offers international news along with business, culture, and travel coverage. La Tercera (www.latercera.com), a conservative tabloid, is its closest competitor. La Nacion (www.lanacion.cl) is a government-owned daily paper.


SPANISH-LANGUAGE COURSES


Chileans have their own distinct way of speaking, which is possibly why Santiago isn’t considered one of the main Spanish-learning hubs in Latin America. Expect to pay upward of US$190 per week for 4 hours of group instruction per day; longer courses are often cheaper. Private lessons are double this price. Packages including hostel or apartment accommodations, or a homestay with a Chilean family, can also be arranged for an additional fee. A few options for Spanish-language instruction:


Tandem Santiago


Triana 853, Providencia; tel. 9/7452 0720; www.tandemsantiago.cl


Tandem Santiago organizes excursions and field trips within and outside the city, plus language exchange events. Classes are capped at eight students.


Escuela Bellavista


Arzobispo 605, Providencia; tel. 9/7742 6948; https://escuelabellavista.cl


Escuela Bellavista runs weekly excursions and classes have a maximum of eight students.




Airport Taxi Scam


Once you get into the arrivals hall of the airport, you will be approached by various taxi services offering to take you into town. Accepting a ride from one of these services is not recommended, as there is an increasing incidence of unlicensed drivers posing as official taxi drivers, complete with official-seeming documents. Although robberies are rare, it’s not worth the risk: Exorbitant fares are often expected, with travelers being forced to pay CH$150,000 and above in some cases—for a ride that should cost only CH$25,000.
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