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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


The contents of this Study and Revision Guide are designed to support 


your learning while studying the WJEC Level 3 Applied Certiﬁcate or 


Diploma in Criminology qualiﬁcation.


This Study and Revision Guide will assist you in exam preparation 


and provide ideas for teaching and learning. It has been designed 


to be used in conjunction with the WJEC Level 3 Applied 


Certiﬁcate & Diploma Criminology Student Book Revised Edition 


(ISBN: 978-1-912820-98-6). There are links throughout this 


guide to the Student Book and some of the activities are focused 


around them. This book supplements the Student Book and provides 


summaries and exam answers to support revision.


The structure of this guide mirrors both the Student Book and the 


course speciﬁcations. It is divided into Units and Assessment Criteria 


(AC). The Certiﬁcate in Criminology can be achieved by successful 


completion of Units 1 and 2. The Diploma requires the additional Units 


3 and 4.


Key features


Alongside the revision information in this guide there are key 


features that will help you to think and prepare you for the controlled 


assessments or internal assessments, and the external assessments. 


There are also many activities that may be used within lessons and 


during personal revision.


Key terms


 are deﬁnitions of key words or terms used within a topic.


Take it further


 provides ideas and activities to develop and extend your 


knowledge.


Example questions


 show you the potential approach of the external exam 


units, Units 2 and 4.


Key term


Example questions


Take it further


v
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Sample answers


 give examples of answers to show how marks are 


awarded and how they can be gained/increased.


Tips


 are suggestions on how to maximise marks in an exam or controlled 


assessment.


Think links


 show how previous parts of the speciﬁcations can also apply 


to other areas. This is particularly important as the exam Units 2 and 4 


will contain questions based on other units. These also show you where 


further information can be found in the Revised Student Book.


Activities


 help test your knowledge and reinforce important points for 


learning. Teachers will be able to utilise some of these in lessons.


Test yourself


 provides a series of questions to help you decide if you 


understand a topic.


Checklists


 are provided after every AC to allow you to determine if your 


knowledge is complete.


Suggested answers


 to many of the Activities and Test yourself questions 


and a few of the Take it further activities and Sample answer questions 


can be found on our website at: www.illuminatepublishing.com/


wjeccrimsrg_answers_rev_ed


Skills guidance


There is a section on skills available online, which is as important as 


the information in helping you to achieve high marks. Skills such as 


evaluation, assessment and analysis are explored with reference to the 


speciﬁcations. It can be found here: www.illuminatepublishing.com/


wjeccrimsrg_guidance_rev_ed


Sample answer


Tip


Think link


Activity 1.1


Test yourself


CHECKLIST:


vi
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AC1.1 ANALYSE DIFFERENT TYPES OF CRIME


Analyse each 


crime


 by addressing: criminal offences, types of victim, 


types of offender and level of public awareness, and identifying if the 


crime is deviant and/or criminal.


Types of crime


The types of crime you should consider for this AC are:


• white-collar (including organised, corporate, professional)


• moral


• state (including human rights)


• technological (including cyber crime)


• individual (including hate crime, honour crime and domestic abuse).


Remember this AC is only worth 4 marks, so time management is important! 


To access band 2 (3–4 marks), you need to analyse


 


two


 types of crime from the 


assignment brief. Take your time and read the assignment brief carefully before 


you begin answering the question.


Tip


See pages 16–25 of the 


Student Book.


Think link


Crime


: a br


each of rules 


that are set as criminal 


by a society.


Key term


1

UNIT 1 

CHANGING 

AWARENESS OF CRIME


LEARNING OUTCOME 1


 UNDERSTAND HOW CRIME REPORTING 


AFFECTS THE PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF CRIMINALITY
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White-collar crime (professional)


The following table is an analysis of 


white-collar crime


.


Criminal 


offences


Examples include:


•


 computer and internet fraud


•


 credit-card fraud


•


 tax evasion


•


 insurance fraud


•


 bankruptcy fraud.


Type of 


victim


People who invest in a ﬁnancial scheme, such as retired 


workers and/or those with a substantial amount of money 


to invest. 


Type of 


offender


Typically, those who work in commercial employment; 


often people of respectability and high social status.


Level of 


public 


awareness


Public awareness is low as the sophisticated means and 


complex transactions of corporate ﬁrms often conceal the 


crime, and the reputation of the ﬁrm is crucial.


Criminal or 


deviant?


Criminal: actions that are against the law, such as fraud.


Deviant: actions that break the trust of those who invest 


with professional ﬁnancial advisors.


Cases


•


 Bernie Madoff


•


 Nick Leeson


•


 Ivan Boesky


White-collar crime


:


 


non-violent crime 


traditionally committed 


in commercial 


situations for ﬁnancial 


gain. White-collar crime 


is largely committed 


by a business person, 


whether that be to gain 


an advantage personally 


or for the corporation.


Key term


Research the cases identiﬁed in the table as examples for this 


type of crime.


Consider:


•


 


what happened in these cases


•


 


the offence/s, victim/s and offender


•


 


how these crimes were concealed from the public


•


 


if they are criminal or deviant, or both.


Activity 1.1
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Technological crime may be  


facilitated by the dark web.


Technological crime


The following table shows an analysis of 


technological crime


.


Criminal 


offences 


Examples include:


•


 internet-enabled fraud


•


 downloading of illegal content


•


 online hate crime (cyber-bullying)


•


 downloading of copyrighted materials


•


 distribution of malicious code.


Type of 


victim


Anyone who uses the internet. Sometimes, the victim can 


be a business (for example, if the offender has the intention 


of gaining access to customer details). For speciﬁc 


offences, such as cyber-bullying, the victim tends to be a 


young or vulnerable person.


Type of 


offender


Typical offenders are those with technical ability. For 


speciﬁc offences, such as cyber-bullying, the offender tends 


to be a young person.


Level of 


public 


awareness


The level of awareness is low due to the complex nature 


of technology. Often, victims are unaware of the crime 


occurring.


Criminal or 


deviant?


Criminal: some acts are criminal, such as internet-enabled 


fraud.


Deviant: most acts go against norms and values of society.


Example


TalkTalk hack (2015): bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-


staffordshire-46264327


You can also cover 


organised and other 


corporate white-collar 


crime.


Tip


Corporate crime


Consider how the 


Volkswagen emissions 


scandal could be an example 


of corporate crime. Use 


independent research and 


the following news reports 


for details of the case:


• 


‘Former head of 


Volkswagen could 


face 10 years in 


prison’, 


theguardian.


com/business/2019/


apr/15/former-head-of-


volkswagen-could-face-


10-years-in-prison


• 


‘German prosecutors 


bring criminal charges 


against current and 


former Volkswagen 


CEOs over emissions 


scandal’, 


independent.


co.uk/news/business/news/


volkswagen-emissions-


scandal-criminal-


charges-germany-


prosecutor-a9118016.html


.


Take it further


Technological crime


: 


crime committed 


using a computer and 


the internet or other 


electronic technologies.


Key term


3
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Individual crime – hate crime


The following table shows an analysis of 


hate crime


.


Criminal 


offences


Examples include:


•


assault


•


battery


•


 


actual bodily harm (ABH)


•


 


criminal damage.


Remember: hate is an aggravating factor, which is likely to increase the sentence.


Type of victim


Victims could be anyone who falls under the ﬁve strands (race, religious belief, 


sexual orientation, disability or gender identity). 


Type of 


offender


Anyone holding prejudicial views against someone falling under the ﬁve strands; 


typically, those with traditional views.


Level of public 


awareness


Public awareness has grown recently due to increased media attention, but some 


people still do not know acts that constitute hate crime.


Criminal or 


deviant?


•


 


Criminal: the acts are criminal in nature (assault, ABH, etc.).


•


 


Deviant: actions are regarded as deviant as the views are prejudicial based on 


identity.


Cases


•


 


Matthew Shepard


•


 


Adam Pearson


Watch the video ‘What is Hate Crime?’ at: youtube.com/


watch?v=zcCbUmRlWEk. Answer the following questions:


1


 


Give a deﬁnition of hate crime.


2


 


What are the strands of hate crimes?


3


 


Give four examples of hate crimes.


4


 


How can hate crimes be reported?


Activity 1.3  


Hate crime


: crime 


inﬂicted on a person 


because of hostility or 


prejudice towards the 


person’s disability, race 


or ethnicity, religion 


or beliefs, sexual 


orientation or gender 


identity.


Key term


Using the BBC News website covering cyber-crime – bbc.co.uk/


news/topics/c1xp19421ezt – select two examples of cyber-


crime and consider the following in each:


•


 


offences committed


•


 


type of victim


•


 


type of offender


•


 


level of public awareness.


Activity 1.2  
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Individual crime – domestic abuse


The following table shows an analysis of 


domestic abuse


.


Criminal 


offences 


Examples include:


•


assault


•


murder


•


 ABH; grievous bodily harm (GBH)


•


rape.


Type of 


victim


Typically, females in an intimate relationship.


Type of 


offender


Typically, males in an intimate relationship.


Level of 


public 


awareness


Public awareness can be regarded as low as it is a 


domestic crime that is often hidden by the victims. 


Society is very aware it occurs, but does not know the true 


extent.


Criminal or 


deviant?


Criminal: the acts are criminal (assault, murder, etc.).


Deviant: actions are regarded as deviant – it is an abuse of 


power in a relationship of trust.


Examples


•


 Casey Brittle


•


 Tina Nash


Hate crime statistics


Use the Home Ofﬁce report 


below to gather evidence 


to explain the trends in 


and prevalence of hate 


crime from 2021 to 2022:


gov.uk/government/


statistics/hate-


crime-england-and-


wales-2021-to-2022/


hate-crime-england-and-


wales-2021-to-2022.


• 


Has there been an 


increase in hate crime 


in England and Wales? If 


so, in which categories/


crimes?


• 


In a pair, discuss why 


this could be the case?


• 


In your opinion, is there 


an increased level of 


public awareness and 


what would be the 


impact of this?


Take it further


This report will discuss 


police recorded crime 


and the Crime Survey 


for England & Wales 


(CSEW). Both sources of 


information are relevant 


in AC1.6 and you could 


use some relevant 


information from this 


website to evaluate the 


two sources in AC1.6.


Think link


Domestic abuse


: an incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, 


coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, including sexual 


violence; in the majority of cases, by a partner or ex-partner, but could 


be by a family member or carer.


Key term


Conduct independent research to ﬁnd statistics and evidence 


to support these points regarding the typical type of victim and 


offender of domestic abuse:


•


 


Typical victim – female in an intimate relationship.


•


 


Typical offender – male in an intimate relationship.


Research the case of Alex Skeel and consider how it challenges 


the concept of victims of domestic abuse typically being female.


Activity 1.4  
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AC1.2 EXPLAIN THE REASONS THAT CERTAIN 


CRIMES ARE UNREPORTED


This AC requires you to explain why the two given crimes may go 


unreported to the police. To achieve high marks, you should consider 


personal reasons as well as social and cultural reasons for each crime 


and your explanation must be clear and detailed.


Reasons for not reporting crimes


In the following table, place the crimes listed on the following 


page next to the relevant reason for not reporting them. Some 


may have more than one reason.


Activity 1.5  


Personal reasonsSocial and cultural reasons


FearLack of knowledge


ShameComplexity


DisinterestLack of media 


interest


Not affectedLack of current 


public concern


Culture-bound 


crime


Domestic Abuse Act 


2021


Use the following websites 


to research the Domestic 


Abuse Act 2021.


• 


Consider the legal 


changes to domestic 


abuse law introduced 


as part of this Act.


• 


Consider the impact of 


this Act when assessing 


the level of public 


awareness.


Useful websites:


• 


womensaid.org.uk/


get-involved/campaign/


domestic-abuse-bill


• 


gov.uk/government/


publications/


domestic-abuse-bill-


2020-factsheets/


domestic-abuse-bill-


2020-overarching-


factsheet.


Take it further


Remember to make 


reference to the 


assignment brief, as 


the crimes you select 


must be evident in the 


brief.


Tip


CHECKLIST – HAVE YOU INCLUDED:


›


 


a clear analysis of two crimes including: criminal offences, typical victim, 


typical offender, level of public awareness, and whether they are deviant and/


or criminal


›


 


examples (case studies)


›


 


links to the assignment brief?
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Personal reasons


Fear


Some people feel they cannot report crimes out of fear of the 


consequences. When domestic abuse or honour crime occurs, often the 


victims are scared of the offender and this fear prevents them reporting 


the crime to the police. Some victims may also fear for their family 


or may fear not being believed – this is often the case with rape or 


sexual offences. Some victims may be scared of ﬁnancial difﬁculties or 


childcare/custody concerns if their partner is prosecuted.


Shame


If a crime involves a sexual act (such as rape), this can often prevent 


a victim reporting the crime. They may be embarrassed due to the 


perception of vulnerability in such offences. Victims of domestic abuse 


may also feel shame and not report to the police.


Not affected


Often, when a crime is committed, those who are not involved do not 


feel compelled or motivated to report it. Some take the view that it is 


simply ‘none of my business’. This is often the case for crimes such as 


vandalism or criminal damage if it is not their property. Likewise, moral 


crimes such as vagrancy and under-age drinking are not reported, as 


people perceive such crimes as victimless, hence not affecting anyone. 


Petty theft and littering are also relevant examples here.


Social and cultural reasons


Complexity


When crimes are particularly complex the public may ﬁnd it challenging 


to acknowledge such offences. For example, many people have a 


limited understanding of white-collar crime due to the complexity of 


fraudulent transactions, which are also largely concealed by companies. 


Complex crimes are very difﬁcult to trace, making it difﬁcult to report 


them. This may also be applicable to technological crimes, as often 


some people are unaware that a crime has taken place due to the level 


of complexity and the nature of the crime being concealed.


Lack of media interest


Moral crimes or low-level crimes tend not to be widely reported by the 


media as they normally attract little public interest. Certain crimes 


are not considered a social problem and therefore rarely feature in the 


media. Some people choose not to report these crimes as they may 


not be aware of the true extent of them (how often the crimes actually 


occur). This is particularly true for under-age drinking, prostitution, 


littering, petty theft and common assault.


Crimes:


Common assault


Domestic abuse


Honour crime


Vandalism


Rape


Sexual offences


Criminal damage


Littering


Petty theft


White-collar crime


Vagrancy


Assisted suicide


Hate crime


State crime


Under-age drinking


Illegally 


downloading music


Cyber-bullying


Prostitution


Fear is a reason why 


some victims do not 


report domestic crime.


Some crimes are unre-


ported due to the lack 


of media interest.


7
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Culture-bound crime


Some 


culture-bound crimes


 may be regarded as acceptable by some 


individuals, based on cultural beliefs and traditions, for example honour 


killings and female genital mutilation. Those not involved may fail to 


report such offences due to the lack of knowledge and understanding 


of such cultural beliefs, making it difﬁcult to acknowledge a crime 


like this in the ﬁrst place. Others may feel that cultural diversity is 


mystifying and choose to ignore such crimes to avoid interfering.


CHECKLIST – HAVE YOU INCLUDED:


›


 


personal and social/cultural reasons why the two unreported crimes may not 


be reported to the police


›


 


a clear and detailed explanation of the reasons


›


 


examples (crimes/offences)?


AC1.3 EXPLAIN THE CONSEQUENCES OF 


UNREPORTED CRIME


AC1.3 requires an explanation of the consequences of unreported 


crime. The consequences you need to consider are:


• the ripple effect


• cultural consequences


• decriminalisation


• police prioritisation


• unrecorded crime


• cultural change


• legal change


• procedural change.


It is important that you understand both the 


negative and positive effects 


of unreported crime on an individual and on society. You should be able 


to use relevant examples throughout your explanation.


Read the following response to an AC1.3 question, and the 


annotations.


Identify what consequences are omitted from the response. 


Write a paragraph on each, explaining why they may be a 


consequence of unreported crime, with relevant examples. 


Include whether they would have a positive or negative effect on 


individuals or society.


Activity 1.7  


Culture-bound crime


: 


this is crime that tends 


to belong to a particular 


culture. Examples 


include honour killing, 


witchcraft and female 


genital mutilation.


Key term


Consider why rape 


is sometimes an 


unreported crime.


Use the Criminal Justice


System statistics on the


 


RAINN website. See


 


‘The Vast Majority of


 


Perpetrators Will Not


 


Go to Jail or Prison’


 


at: rainn.org/statistics/


criminal-justice-system.


Answer the following 


questions:


1


 


Out of every 1,000


 


rapes, how many are


 


reported to police?


2


 


How many female 


students will report 


rape?


3


 


What are the three 


most common 


reasons for not 


reporting rape?


4


 


What are the three 


most common 


reasons for 


reporting rape?


Activity 1.6  
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T


here are a number of possible consequences of unreported crime, 


including: a ripple effect, decriminalisation, police prioritisation, crime not 


being recorded, cultural change and legal change.


The ripple effect describes how the effects of a crime can spread 


beyond the victim. It may affect others, such as family, friends or even 


the community. For example, if a burglary occurred in a residential 


street, additional negative consequences would impact the homeowner, 


as they may fear returning home. It could also ripple out to affect other 


homeowners in the street. They may be fearful too. The area may attract 


a negative reputation and house prices may decrease.


Domestic abuse can also show a ripple effect as some abusers may have 


come from an unstable environment where they have experienced or 


witnessed abuse. This illustrates how, if crimes go unreported and are not 


dealt with, the negative effects may impact those surrounding the victim 


and society in general.


Decriminalisation occurs after laws have been frequently altered 


because they can no longer be imposed or enforced. Often, crime is 


not reported due to a lack of public concern or interest. This means 


that, over time, the government has little choice but to decriminalise the 


act. Essentially, there are still laws against it, but the punishments have 


changed – or in some cases it may even be legalised. An example of 


this is homosexuality, showing that unreported crime can have a positive 


consequence for society.


Police prioritisation is used so that the police can focus their time on the 


most pressing matters in that area. For instance, Durham Police have 


different attitudes towards cannabis from elsewhere in the UK, where 


they believe low-level cases should result in support and rehabilitation, 


as opposed to prosecution. This is so that more important and serious 


crimes are given more attention.


When crimes are reported to the police, they are not always recorded by 


them. This is sometimes purposely done to make it appear that the crime 


Sample answer


Ripple effect 


clearly described 


with two relevant 


examples and the 


negative effects 


clearly highlighted.


Decriminalisation 


accurately 


explained and a 


correct example 


given. Candidate 


is aware of the 


difference between 


decriminalisation 


and legalisation.


Police prioritisation 


explained clearly. 


The candidate 


could outline 


whether police 


prioritisation is a 


positive or negative 


consequence here.
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rates are decreasing, or is caused by workload pressures and inadequate 


supervision. In 2014, the police failed to record one in ﬁve of all crimes 


reported to them, and the problem is greater for more violent offences. 


Due to this, the public may lose faith in the police and may choose not to 


report crime again in the future. This may also encourage offenders to 


commit more crime as they could believe that they would get away with it.


Cultural change may be considered a negative consequence for the 


community. The ‘broken windows’ theory suggests that unchecked and 


unreported minor crimes lead to further and more serious crimes. An 


uncared-for area can act as a magnet for delinquent behaviour. For 


example, if an area becomes run-down and properties are vandalised, 


poverty can push people into prostitution, drug use and other petty 


crimes. More crimes are then committed and no one reports more 


serious crimes such as rape or murder. The idea is that poverty breeds 


poverty, and poverty breeds crime – if a street looks particularly rough 


or is known for crime, it is unlikely that anyone would choose to move 


there. When the whole area becomes labelled as a magnet for crime 


and there is no source of income for the local area, it makes people who 


live there turn to crime. If all crime was tackled in the ﬁrst place, crime 


rates in the area would likely decrease.


Legal change can be a positive consequence of unreported crime. 


Homosexuality was illegal in the UK until 1967, but due to social changes 


and pressures, and much less stigma, the law was changed. People were 


no longer reporting homosexuality, as many did not view it as criminal. 


Gay marriage is now legal too and more than 15,000 marriages have 


taken place since it was legalised.


Example used 


to illustrate the 


consequence. 


Again, candidate 


could indicate 


explicitly if this 


consequence 


has a positive or 


negative effect 


for individuals/


society, although 


this is implied as 


the candidate has 


stressed that crime 


would continue to 


occur.


Very clear 


explanation of 


unrecorded crime 


with statistical 


evidence to support 


the explanation.


Negative 


consequence 


outlined with 


cultural change. 


Clear and detailed 


explanation.


Candidate identiﬁes that legal change can be regarded as a positive 


consequence. Homosexuality used as an example. Statistics to 


support the consequence, however the candidate could have 


included speciﬁc legislation or Acts of Parliament.


Remember, there 


are only 4 marks 


available here, 


so consider time 


management.


Tip


Overall, a well-written response with good use of specialist 


terminology throughout. The response does include some relevant 


examples and evidence to support explanations, but not all 


consequences are explained.
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AC1.4 DESCRIBE MEDIA REPRESENTATION OF 


CRIME


The speciﬁcation lists the following media forms: newspapers, television, 


ﬁlm, electronic gaming, social media (blogs, social networking) 


and music. You will need to include all of these media forms when 


describing how the media represents crime, using examples throughout.


Time management is 


important. It is an  


eight-hour assessment 


in all.


CHECKLIST – HAVE YOU INCLUDED:


›


 


a clear and detailed explanation of the consequences of unreported crime


›


examples


›


 


positive and/or negative effects of the consequences?


Match the important terms to the deﬁnitions in the following 


table.


Activity 1.8  


Important terms


: sensationalise, glamorise, over-report, invasive, 


scaremonger, misrepresent, glorify, embellish


Important termDeﬁnition


Cause events (especially in newspaper reports) 


to seem more vivid, shocking, etc. than they 


really are.


Say something has happened more times than 


it has.


Tending to intrude on a person’s thoughts or 


privacy.


Make something seem better than it is and 


therefore more attractive.


Describe falsely an idea, opinion or situation.


Describe or represent as admirable, especially 


unjustiﬁably.


Spread stories that cause public fear.


Add or change some details of a story, usually 


to make it more interesting or exciting.


Try to use these  


terms when describing 


media representation 


of crime. Some ﬁlms, 


for example, 


glamorise


 


crime, such as 


The Wolf 


of Wall Street


, which 


makes white-collar 


crime and drug use 


appear 


glamorous


by 


linking such crimes to 


material possessions 


and social status.


Tip


See pages 36–39 of 


the Student Book.


Think link
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The media representation of crime


By and large, the media tend to sensationalise crime, whether this be 


through ﬁctional or factual representations.


Read the following summary of how the media represents crime. 


Each media form has a range of examples (remember: relevant 


examples are needed to access high marks). Carry out your 


own 


independent research


 into those examples to answer the 


following questions:


1


 


What type(s) of crime is/are portrayed?


2


 


How does the media describe/represent the crime(s)? Try to 


use the key words from the table above.


Activity 1.9  


Media representations of crime


• Newspapers


 and news websites devote a vast amount of coverage 


to crime, including terrorist attacks, murder and gang crime. Using 


imagery and dramatic headlines, newspapers grip the reader, and 


crimes, or rates of crimes, are often exaggerated or misrepresented. 


See the BBC’s crime web page at bbc.co.uk/news/topics/


cldy2dmy748t and its overview of newspapers at bbc.co.uk/news/


topics/cpml2v678pxt.


• Television


 is also saturated with crime. Fictional TV shows such 


as 


Law and Order, Luther 


and 


Broadchurch


 all use powerful and 


emotional imagery or storylines centred around crime to attract 


viewers. Police are largely portrayed as successful; arresting criminals 


and seeking justice. Criminals are largely portrayed as ‘evil’ with 


sensationalised crimes. Factual programmes such as 


Crimewatch


 


and 


24 Hours in Police Custody


 present a wider range of crimes and 


often show real police procedure – not simply thrilling investigative 


techniques such as those often heavily represented in ﬁctional 


shows – while letting the audience become more acquainted with the 


criminal and their experiences.


• Film


 tends to glamorise crime. Movies such as 


The


 


Wolf of Wall Street


 


make white-collar crime and drug use appear glamorous by linking 


such crimes to material wealth and a life of luxury. Films such as 


The 


Godfather


 and 


American Gangster


 portray gang crime and drug lords 


in a sensationalised way, with dramatic scenes featuring violence, 


money or intense police chases. Many ﬁlms are focused solely around 


crime and such ﬁlms are often given a 15 age-rating due to the 


severity of crime involved.


This AC is 6 marks, 


so you should allocate 


a little more time to 


answer it than the 


three previous ACs 


when in the controlled 


assessment. The 


command word for 


this AC is 


describe


. 


You do not need to 


evaluate or assess the 


impact of the media 


representation, just 


describe it.


Tip
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• Crime now also features heavily in 


electronic gaming


. Games such 


as 


Grand Theft Auto


, 


Maﬁa


 and 


Payday


 all feature crime. 


Grand 


Theft Auto


, despite being an age 18 title, is often played by those 


much younger and is currently (April 2023) the bestselling games 


franchise, with the 


GTA V


 edition selling over 170 million units 


worldwide (statista.com/statistics/511784/global-all-time-unit-sales-


grand-theft-auto). 


Grand Theft Auto


 can trivialise crime, suggesting 


that crime and violence are acceptable, often appearing exciting or 


thrilling as players are required to commit crimes to achieve game 


points.


• Social media


 is now used to report and talk about crimes. Police 


forces use Facebook and Twitter to keep the public up to date with 


crime in particular geographical locations. Social media is also now 


widely used to share photos or videos of incidents involving crime, 


taken by members of the public. Some of these photos or videos 


present violence and can be distressing.


• Music


 also features crime. For years, songs such as ‘I Fought the 


Law’ and ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ have featured crime and criminals. 


More modern artists such as Eminem, Tupac and Wu-Tang Clan have 


also made songs referencing gangs, violence, sex and drugs, again 


some sensationalising crime.


Newspaper examples


• The murder of Sarah Everard


• Terror attacks in Paris and Manchester.


Television examples


• 


Happy Valley


• Peaky Blinders


• Top Boy


• Breaking Bad


• How to Get Away with Murder.


Film examples


• 


Fast & Furious


• Catch Me If You Can


• Molly’s Game


• Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile.


The Wolf of Wall Street 


(Martin Scorsese, 2013)


Crime in music


Read the following article 


about the representation 


of crime in music: 


‘Blurred Lines: the most 


controversial song of the 


decade’ at: theguardian.


com/music/2013/


nov/13/blurred-lines-


most-controversial-song-


decade.


Consider how song lyrics 


may represent crime.


Take it further
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