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THE STORY SO FAR …


Football-mad friends Jez, Raheem,


Big Keith and Viv formed their very own


school football team. Jez’s older sister


and homework fanatic, Jemima, joined


Throgmorton United and they went on


to win the Inter-School Cup!


Jez and the rest of the Smedley family


had to use their super-nifty football-ninja


skills to defeat an evil property developer,


stopping her from building nasty, toxic


factories on every football pitch in town.


But, lurking in the shadows, an even


more unpleasant adversary was about


to strike …







As soon as I got to my bedroom that evening, my


ninja senses started to tingle. Something was wrong.


Seriously wrong.


I checked under my bed.


“No super-villains down here,” I whispered. “Just an


old football boot. I wondered where that had got to.”


I jumped over to my wardrobe and flung the doors


open.


“No minions lurking under my smelly football kit,”


I continued. Then I felt a little faint. “These socks


definitely need to be washed.”


Then I spotted it. DISASTER! CALAMITY!


CATASTROPHE! My prized Footie Kick card was


missing. The door of the cabinet where I kept my


collection was open.


I should mention that even crime-busting ninjas need


some down time, and that evening I was looking


forward to spending time on my latest hobby: admiring


my football card collection. I have Footie Kick cards of


all my favourite players, and I keep them in a special,


LOCKED cabinet in my bedroom.


Footie Kick cards were a craze that had swept through


school, and each card featured one of the best players







from around the world. There was a picture of the


player and a description of their skills. There were


loads of green, red and blue cards, but the ones you


really wanted were the super-rare gold cards. I couldn’t


wait to have another look at my best gold card – in fact,


my only gold card – but DISASTER!


It was missing!


RUDI JUERGEN GOLD CARD


Germany’s most prolific striker. As famous for


his football skills as he is for his lustrous hair.


Learned to play football in the yard behind his


parents’ hair salon. Known for his trademark


flying dragon header, which involves flicking


his hair to generate incredible power – and has


resulted in hundreds of goals.


POSITION: STRIKER


BORN: 1986


HEIGHT: 185cm


WEIGHT: 75kg


CAPS: 109


GOALS: 235







I had to solve this mystery. Using my ninja


crime-busting skills, it didn’t take me long to have a


prime suspect.


“Jemima!” I shouted. It had to be her. She probably


needed the card for a homework assignment. Well,


there was no way she was going to get away with this!


I knocked at her door, and EVENTUALLY she opened


it. Well, if I was cross, she looked as angry as an angry


bee that’s just had its last spoon of honey stolen!


“I’ve got a maths exam tomorrow,” she hissed. “I am


in deep, deep revision mode. How dare you disturb


me!?”


“Maths exam? But we’ve got football training,” I


replied. Then I remembered why I was knocking at


her door.


“Have you been ‘borrowing’ my Footie Kick cards?” I


demanded to know.







Jemima shot me a look that could have melted my


football boots. “Do you really think I’d be looking at


your silly cards when I’ve got homework to do?” she


calmly responded before shutting the door in my face.





















































