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Mmm … breakfast! thought Peggy the pug, trotting into the kitchen and going over to her food bowl. Mornings were a busy time in her family, as everyone rushed around getting ready for school and work. Chloe was munching a piece of toast as she finished her maths homework at the table, while Dad plaited her little sister Ruby’s hair. Their older brother, Finn, was rooting around the shoe rack by the back door.

 “What are you looking for?” Mum asked as she made sandwiches for packed lunches.

 “My football boots,” said Finn. “I’ve got a match after school and I can only find one of them.”

 Ooh! I know where it is! thought Peggy. She hurried into the hall and came back with Finn’s muddy football boot in her mouth. Dropping it by his feet, she wagged her curly tail.

“Aw, thanks, Peggy,” said Finn. “How did you know I was looking for that?” He stroked her short, tan-coloured fur before shoving the football boot in his backpack.

 “Don’t forget to return your library book,” Mum reminded Ruby, handing her a lunchbox.

 “I won’t,” said Ruby. She peered inside and groaned. “Ham and cheese again?”

 Peggy thought that sounded very tasty.

A TV mounted to the kitchen wall was playing Rise & Shine, a popular morning chat show. A presenter with wavy blond hair gave the audience a big, toothy grin. “And now it’s time for my favourite weekly segment,” he announced. “Star Pets!”

 “Oooh! I love Star Pets!” said Chloe, looking up from her homework.

 “Me too!” said Mum, turning up the volume.

Me three! thought Peggy excitedly. Every week, the show featured an interesting pet and its owner.
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 “Humph!” said Dad, pouring himself a mug of coffee. “There’s something I don’t like about that guy.”

 “You’re just jealous,” teased Chloe. “Because Mum has a crush on Hugh Smiley.”

 “No I don’t!” said Mum, blushing. “He just seems lovely. And he’s got great fashion sense.”

 Hugh Smiley, the presenter, always wore colourful suits with jazzy waistcoats – some had polka dots, some had flowers, and others had stripes. Today he was wearing a bright red and yellow tartan one.

Peggy couldn’t wait to see what pet was his guest today. Last week, the Star Pet was a parrot who could do tricks on a skateboard. The week before it had been a tortoise named Doris who was over a hundred years old. She had originally belonged to her current owner’s grandma!

“Today, my special guest is Sarah and her dog, Samson,” said Hugh Smiley. The studio audience applauded as a golden retriever trotted out with his owner, who sat down on the sofa opposite the presenter. As Samson thumped his tail on the floor, the lady told Hugh how her dog had barked and scared off a burglar who’d broken into their house.

 “Now that’s what I call a hero hound!” said Hugh as the studio audience applauded.

 “I wish Peggy could go on Rise & Shine,” said Chloe.

 “Ha!” snorted Finn. “Peggy never does anything remotely heroic.”

 “Hey! I found your football boot!” Peggy told Finn indignantly. But to the humans, it just sounded like she was barking.

 “Peggy’s the cutest dog in the whole wide world,” said Chloe loyally, picking Peggy up and giving her a cuddle.

 Peggy licked her cheek. She loved her whole family, but she and Chloe had always had a very special bond, ever since Chloe had found her at the animal shelter and convinced her parents to adopt Peggy.

Mum checked her watch. “Time to go, everyone. You don’t want to be late for school and I’ve got to get to work.”

 After Mum and the children left the house, Dad let Peggy into the back garden before going upstairs to his office to work. Peggy wandered over to the rabbit hutch to visit Coco.

The little black and white bunny was nibbling on a lettuce leaf, but when she saw Peggy she hopped over to the mesh window to greet her. “Hi, Peggy!”

 “Coco,” Peggy said, “do you think I could be a star?”

 “Like a star that comes out at night?” asked Coco, looking up at the sky.

“No, like on TV,” said Peggy. Then she remembered that Coco lived outside, so she had never seen Rise & Shine. Or any other television shows, for that matter.
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“There’s a show on TV that features Star Pets,” explained Peggy. “Interesting animals who have done brave and heroic things.”

“Like what?” asked Coco.

Peggy told her about Samson, who’d scared away a thief.

Tiger, the cat who lived next door, jumped down from the garden fence and started striding towards them across the lawn.

“Oh no,” said Coco, burrowing into a pile of wood shavings to hide. She was frightened of the big ginger cat.

That gave Peggy an idea. Maybe I can be a brave guard dog like Samson, she suddenly thought. That might get her on to Star Pets.
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Growling, she barked fiercely at Tiger, hoping to scare him away.

Unconcerned, he sat down on the grass and began licking himself clean.

Peggy tried again, barking even louder this time. WOOF! WOOF! WOOF!

“Give it up, Pig Tail,” said Tiger, carrying on washing his paws. “You couldn’t hurt a fly.”

 Peggy sighed. Finn was right – she didn’t stand any chance of getting on Star Pets. She couldn’t even chase a cat away.

 Dad opened the back door. “Come in, Peggy,” he called, sounding annoyed. “You’re making such a racket I can’t get any work done.”

 “Tsk! Tsk!” said Tiger, his green eyes gleaming mischievously. “Someone’s in the dog house.”
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Chloe had some exciting news when she came home from school. “Guess what?” she told the others as she kicked off her shoes. “Peter Pan is going to be the school play this year. Auditions are next week.”

 “Are you going to try out?” asked Mum, who’d just got back from work.

 “I’m not sure,” said Chloe. “Auditioning sounds scary.”

 “Can I be in the play?” asked Ruby. “I could be Tinkerbell!”

 Chloe shook her head. “Only kids in Years Five and Six can audition.” She turned to her brother, who was in secondary school. “Did you have a part in your school play?”

 “Nope,” said Finn. “But I helped make the scenery and did the lights.”

“I had the lead in my school play,” said Dad. “I was Bugsy in Bugsy Malone.”

 “Really?” said Chloe, looking surprised.

 “Oh yes,” said Dad. He sang a bit of a song from the show. “For a while I seriously considered becoming an actor, but then I got into computers and became a software programmer.”

 “I want to be a vet when I grow up,” said Chloe. She crouched down and patted Peggy’s head. “Then I could work with animals all day long.”

 “I want to run a café like Mummy,” said Ruby.

“What about you, Finn?” asked Mum. “What do you want to be when you grow up?”
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