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It was a beautiful bright Sunday morning and little Mo and his friends had just been for a run in the park.

“Where shall we go next?” smiled Vern, jogging up and down on the spot to keep his legs full of running.

“Let’s run to the North Pole!” said Lily. “We can have a race with some polar bears!”
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“Let’s run to China,” said Banjo. “We can go jogging with some pandas!”

“Let’s run to the moon!” said Lyra. “We can play hide and seek in the craters!”

Little Mo retied his shoelaces, stroked his chin and then smiled.

“I know!” he said. “Let’s run somewhere we’ve never run before!”

“Where?” asked Vern.

“Backwards!” said Mo.

“BACKWARDS?” frowned Lyra.

“Yes, backwards!” nodded Mo.

Lily looked over her shoulder. “But no one runs backwards,” she frowned.

“All the more reason to do it!” said Mo.

“But what if we fall over?” asked Vern.

“If we fall over, we’ll just have to pick ourselves up!” laughed Mo.

“What if we bump into something?” asked Banjo.

“If we find the BIGGEST, widest open space to run backwards in, we can make sure there is nothing to bump into!” said Mo.

Lily smiled at Vern, Vern smiled at Banjo, Banjo smiled at Lyra and then everyone smiled at Mo.

“Backwards does sound rather fun,” they nodded.

“We could hold hands while we’re running!” smiled Banjo.

“Good idea,” said Lily. “If we hold hands we can stick together!”

“And we can keep up with each other,” smiled Lyra.

“And fall over together!” chuckled Vern.



“Then let’s do it!” cheered Mo.

The biggest open space in the park was very big, very open and very spacy indeed.

“On your marks!” said Banjo, glancing at Lily and taking one last look over his shoulder.

“Get set!” said Lyra, offering her free hand to Vern.

“OG!” yelled Mo.
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Slow to start, quick to rally, the five runners were soon hurtling backwards across the park like a super-duper express human paper chain (in reverse).
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