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Series Editor introduction


About this book


Welcome to Hodder Education’s Get the Grade! for AQA GCSE English Language.


This book will guide you, stage by stage, through the different parts of the AQA GCSE English Language examination. It offers you the knowledge that you need to succeed and the practices that will develop your skills and improve your performance. The aim is to lift you up to the vital Grade 5 level, but to make it a really pleasant journey: we hope you will enjoy the texts and the activities so that learning about how to do well in the exam can be a truly positive experience.


The texts and activities have been selected so that they are appropriate for this level of work. They are demanding but are intended to build your confidence, and you will be supported through each phase. Everyone should be able to do what is being asked of them and make progress – and with a smile on their face.


Throughout, this book gives you vital information. As well as dealing with all the questions you will encounter, offering advice on how to tackle them and activities to prepare you for your Big Day, it also provides regular Examiner Comments, so that you are aware of how examiners think and what they expect; and it also shows you graded work, letting you see exactly what you need to do to improve your marks and what is needed to lift you to a higher level.


Everything is presented in a step-by-step way, which allows you to work independently or with the help of a teacher.


How this book is organised


The book is divided into three main sections:


Units 1–5 are on Paper 1, Section A: Reading fiction texts


Units 6–9 are on Paper 2, Section A: Reading non-fiction texts


Units 10–17 are on Section B (both papers):





•  Improving the quality of your writing



•  Writing to describe, narrate and offer a point of view.





There are regular features, which you will encounter throughout the book:





•  The skills are divided into sensible sections within the units.



•  ‘What this unit involves’ tells you about the skills you will be developing within the unit.



•  ‘Practising for success’ helps you develop the skills you need.



•  ‘Examiner comments’ tell you exactly what the examiner is looking for.



•  ‘Assessment comments’ show why grades have been awarded.



•  ‘Key terms’ home in on the terminology that will get you better marks.



•  ‘Boost your grade’ is a section helping you to improve your final grade.



•  ‘Test yourself’ gives a final activity so you can see how much you have learnt in the unit.





The Series Editor


Keith Brindle has been a Principal Examiner for four AQA English examinations. He was a Head of English for fifteen years and has written over fifty English books. He works in schools across the country, helping GCSE students improve their examination skills.
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Good luck with your English Language work and in the exam itself!




About the examination…


The exam papers


You will have to complete two examination papers.


Each lasts for 1 hour and 45 minutes.


Paper 1


Section A: there will be four questions based on an extract from a modern novel: one hour.


Section B: you will be offered a choice of essay questions, but will have to write to describe or to narrate (tell a story): 45 minutes.


Paper 2


Section A: again there will be four questions, but in this case they will be based on two non-fiction texts. One of the texts will be from the nineteenth century: one hour.


Section B: there will be just one question, asking you to give your point of view on a given topic: 45 minutes.


What is expected of you


Across the Section As, you will be tested on your ability to:





•  find information and link evidence from different texts



•  comment on how writers use language and structure for effect



•  use subject terminology to support your views



•  compare writers’ ideas and how they present them



•  judge texts critically and support what you say with evidence from the texts.





In the Section Bs, you will be tested on your ability to:





•  communicate clearly and effectively



•  write appropriately for purpose and audience



•  organise your writing effectively



•  use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures



•  spell and punctuate accurately.







Paper 1, Section A


What you have to do…


The AQA examination papers are very predictable, so it is much easier for you to prepare and then to perform well on the day.


Paper 1, Section A has four questions about an extract from a novel written in the 20th or 21st century. There are 40 marks available.


You need to take about an hour on this section. You must be prepared to spend up to 15 minutes reading the source carefully, then 45 minutes or more answering the four questions on it.


The questions will be as follows:
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Question 1 is slightly different, but in each of the other questions you will be expected to make points, support them with evidence from the source and explain your ideas.


There are no marks for spelling, sentence construction or punctuation on this section, but the more clearly you can express yourself, the easier it is for the examiner to understand and reward your efforts.




Using evidence to support your ideas
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What this unit involves


This unit deals with how to use quotations and material from the source text to help illustrate what you are trying to say.


When you are answering questions on a passage in the examination you will need to refer to the source text to be successful.
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In this unit you will learn how to:





•  find relevant points for your answers



•  use quotations



•  embed quotations.
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1 Selecting the right evidence


When you write your answers to most of the questions in Section A of the examination, you will need to select evidence to support your ideas. This will show the examiner that you have properly understood the passage.


Practising for success


Read this extract from a short story about a young boy who wants to prove himself to some older boys by being able to swim through a long tunnel into the sea. He must be able to hold his breath for well over two minutes to do this. There is a crack in the rock above him but there is only more water above it.
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He was at the end of what he could do. He looked up at the crack as if it were filled with air and not water, as if he could put his mouth to it to draw in air. A hundred and fifteen, he heard himself say inside his head—but he had said that long ago. He must go on into the blackness ahead, or he would drown. His head was swelling, his lungs cracking. A hundred and fifteen, a hundred and fifteen pounded through his head, and he feebly clutched at rocks in the dark, pulling himself forward, leaving the brief space of sunlit water behind. He felt he was dying. He was no longer conscious. He struggled on in the darkness between lapses into unconsciousness. An immense, swelling pain filled his head, and then darkness cracked with an explosion of green light. His hands, groping forward, met nothing; and his feet, kicking back, propelled him out into the open sea.


Doris Lessing, Through the Tunnel (1955)
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ACTIVITY 1





1  What does the writer tell us about the change in the light?
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Key term


A quotation is material taken from a source. Use speech marks around it to show you have taken it from the source.
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Examiner comment


A useful technique to help you get more marks is PEE.





•  make a point



•  give some evidence



•  offer an explanation.





Only select material that supports your point. Using randomly selected quotations will not help you answer a question and will show an examiner that you have not understood a passage very well.
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The writer is able to create tension and excitement in this passage. We wonder if the boy will die, or if he will succeed.





2  Select three words or phrases that show that this is a potentially life-threatening experience.









	WORD OR PHRASE

	WHAT IT MAKES YOU THINK






	He felt like he was dying

	It sounds as if there is no hope






	 

	 






	 

	 









    If you were asked to write about how tension is created in this passage, a successful answer would not just retell what happens but would pick out supporting examples – like those you have just found – and explain them.



3  Look at the following student responses to the question ‘How does the writer create tension in the passage?’





Student A
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Student B
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Student C
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    Look at how the ideas included in these answers have been supported. Higher grade answers will not only identify techniques, but also offer evidence and comment on the evidence presented.



4  Why might these grades have been awarded?





Read the following description of Paul Wentworth.
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Zoe


Hi. I’m Zoe. Zoe May Askew. Or Zoe may not (Joke!). I’m fourteen. My friend at school is Tabitha. Tabitha Flinders Wentworth for short. She’s fourteen too. If the name seems familiar to you it’s no big surprise. Her dad’s Paul Wentworth of Wentworth and Lodge Developments (PLC), the outfit that shoved up practically every residential estate in practically every suburb in England. You’re bound to have seen their boards, plus their ads on TV. He’s into about a million other things too, Tabby says. Security. Roads. Power. He’s into power all right. Chair of the Suburb Select-men, Chair of Schools Management Committee, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera. Dog leaves a mess on the sidewalk, Paul Wentworth’ll make himself chair of it.


Robert Swindells, Daz 4 Zoe (1995)
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5  Pick out three quotations from the source that make it sound as if Zoe does not like Paul Wentworth.


    Consider this response:
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    This answer has Grade 5 quality. Notice, particularly, that the final sentence moves beyond simple explanation: ‘The words ‘all right’ are … but make it seem as if … there is no doubt …’
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Examiner comment


To reach Grade 5, try to use PEA: point, evidence, analysis.
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    Several points are being made, which is a sign of analysis – a higher order skill.








6  Use quotations from the source to continue the analysis of the ‘Zoe’ passage.
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Key terms


Analysis: when more than one explanation is offered, or ideas are joined up and extended.


Embedded quotation: this means that you would use a few words or just one word, in quotation marks, within the flow of your sentence.
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Boost your grade


When writing a response about a passage it is impressive if you can pick out short quotations and use them in an embedded form in your answer.


For example, consider this passage about a lighthouse:
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Out there, in the cold water, far from land, we waited every night for the coming of the fog, and it came, and we oiled the brass machinery and lit the fog light up in the stone tower. Feeling like two birds in the grey sky, McDunn and I sent the light touching out, red, then white, and then red again, to guide the lonely ships.


Ray Bradbury, The Fog Horn (1974)
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If you were writing about the men, you might say something like:
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The writer describes the men as ‘feeling like two birds it the sky’, meaning that they were high up and above the rest of the world – perhaps feeling free.
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The quotations are embedded as they flow naturally into the sentence and it all makes grammatical sense. Notice how one quotation is just one word long and another is only five words long.


Write a description of the place, embedding quotations in your answer.
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Test yourself


Read the following passage:
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Everyone called him Pop Eye. Even in those days, when I was a skinny thirteen-year-old, I thought he probably knew about his nickname but didn’t care. His eyes were too interested in what lay up ahead to notice us barefoot kids.


He looked like someone who had seen or known great suffering and hadn’t been able to forget it. His large eyes in his large head stuck out further than anyone else’s—like they wanted to leave the surface of his face. They made you think of someone who can’t get out of the house quickly enough.


Pop Eye wore the same white linen suit every day. His trousers snagged on his bony knees in the sloppy heat. Some days he wore a clown’s nose. His nose was already big. He didn’t need that red lightbulb. But for reasons we couldn’t think of he wore the red nose on certain days—which may have meant something to him. We never saw him smile. And on those days he wore the clown’s nose you found yourself looking away because you never saw such sadness.


Lloyd Jones, Mister Pip (2008)
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1  Pick out three short quotations from the source that show that Pop Eye has had bad luck.



2  Put these quotations into a paragraph or two about the passage, answering the question:
How does the writer make you think that Pop Eye is someone who has had a difficult life so far?
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What you have learned


In this unit you have learned how to:





•  pick out relevant evidence from the source



•  select and use quotations



•  embed quotations.
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Q1 Finding relevant details
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What this unit involves


This unit deals with Paper 1, Question 1. You will have to read a passage of fiction and answer a question which will ask you to select four details from the opening of the source and write them down.


There are 4 marks for this question so you should spend no more than about 4 or 5 minutes on it.
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In this unit you will learn how to:





•  read the question carefully



•  select relevant evidence



•  avoid selecting the wrong information.
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1 Looking for relevant evidence


When answering the first simple question it is important that you:





•  read the source carefully



•  consider the question



•  go back to the source and this time underline details that seem to answer the question



•  select the details you intend to use, then write down your answers.





Practising for success


Read the following source written by a football supporter.
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I have learned things from the game. Much of my knowledge of locations in Britain and Europe comes not from school, but from away games or the sports pages, and hooliganism has given me both a taste for sociology and a degree of fieldwork experience. I have learned the value of investing time and emotion in things I cannot control, and of belonging to a community whose aspirations I share completely and uncritically. And on my first visit to Selhurst Park with my friend Frog, I saw a dead body, still my first, and learned a little bit about, well, life itself.


Nick Hornby, Fever Pitch (2010)
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sociology is a study of how people behave


a degree of fieldwork experience means a certain amount of first-hand knowledge


aspirations are hopes or ambitions


Selhurst Park is Crystal Palace’s football ground
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ACTIVITY 1





1  List four things that the narrator says he has learned in this extract.


    Student answer
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    1 About belonging to a community








    2 Sociology








    3 Value of investing time and emotion in things he can’t control








    4 Things about himself
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    All of these answers are correct. It is acceptable to write direct quotations and one-word answers, where appropriate, from the source when answering a question of this kind. You will also be rewarded if you put the ideas into your own words – but that is not necessary.
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Examiner comment


In the exam it is helpful to underline the key words in the question. This will help you focus on what you should be writing in your answer.
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Discussion point





2  Look at this extract from later in the same chapter. It is about Highbury, where Arsenal used to play.


    Choose four reasons the writer gives for having his ashes scattered across the Highbury pitch.
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I do not wish to die in mid-season but, on the other hand, I am one of those who would, I think, be happy to have my ashes scattered over the Highbury pitch (although I understand that there are restrictions: too many widows contact the club, and there are fears that the turf would not respond kindly to the contents of urn after urn). It would be nice to think that I could hang around inside the stadium in some form, and watch the first team one Saturday, the reserves the next. I would like to feel that my children and grandchildren will be Arsenal fans and that I could watch with them. It doesn’t seem a bad way to spend eternity, and certainly I’d rather be sprinkled over the East Stand than dumped into the Atlantic or left up some mountain.
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2 Selecting the correct information


Sometimes students pick out information from the wrong part of the source and, as a result, lose marks. The material you will need in order to answer the first question will be from the opening section of the source.


ACTIVITY 1


Read the source below, taken from Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe.
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harmattan is a dry and dusty African wind
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1  a) List four things you learn about Okonkwo in lines 1–7.


    b) If you had been asked to find things from lines 1–20 what else could you add to your list?







    If you had selected anything from the second paragraph to answer Question 1a, it would not have gained you a mark in the examination.


    Read the extract below from Robert Swindells’ novel Stone Cold.
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We were a happy family, you know – as happy as most, till Dad ran off with a receptionist in 1991, when I was fourteen and at the local comp. This mucked up my school work for quite a while, but that’s not why I ended up like this. No. Vincent’s to blame for that. Good old Vince. Mum’s boyfriend. You should see him. I mean, Mum’s no Kylie Minogue – but Vincent. He’s about fifty for a start, and he’s one of these old dudes that wear cool gear and try to act young and it doesn’t work because they’ve got grey hair and fat bellies and they just make themselves pathetic. And as if that’s not enough, Vince likes his ale. You should see the state Vincent’s in when he and Mum come home from the club. He’s got this very loud laugh – laughing at nothing, if you know what I mean – and he stands with his arm around Mum, slurring his words as he tells me to call him Dad.


Robert Swindells, Stone Cold (1993)
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2  Question: List four negative things the narrator says about Vince. This is a student’s response.
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    1 He ran off with a receptionist



    2 He gets drunk



    3 He acts like he is young



    4 He is about 50
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Examiner comment


It is vital that you read the question and the source carefully to ensure that you select the right material to answer the actual question you are given.


[image: ]








3  Which answer is incorrect and why?
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Boost your grade


Read this extract, then answer the question.





1  Write a list of four ways the narrator tries to encourage Richard Parker to stay alive.
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The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and then vanished. Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw something in the water.


I cried, “Richard Parker, is that you? It’s so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? Richard Parker? Yes, it is you!”


I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water.


“Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu, how good to see you, Richard Parker! Don’t give up, please. Come to the lifeboat. Do you hear this whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. Swim, swim! You’re a strong swimmer. It’s not a hundred feet.”


He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was shifting wildly. He looked small and helpless.


“What are you doing, Richard Parker? Don’t you love life? Keep swimming then! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! Kick with your legs. Kick! Kick! Kick!”


He stirred in the water and made to swim.


Yann Martel, Life of Pi (2001)
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TREEEEE! is the sound of a whistle being blown
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2  Read Student Response A below. Have you put the same things? What are the differences?





Student Response A
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3  Next, look at Student Response B and write down four annotations like those for Student Response A.





Student Response B
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Test yourself


Read the passage below, and answer the exam question that follows. The passage is from the novel War Horse by Michael Morpugo.


The opening of the novel is written from the point of view of a young horse taken to be sold at auction.
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My earliest memories are a confusion of hilly fields and dark, damp stables, and rats that scampered along the beams above my head. But I remember well enough the day of the horse sale. The terror of it stayed with me all my life.


I was not yet six months old, a gangling, leggy colt who had never been further than a few feet from his mother. We were parted that day in the terrible hubbub of the auction ring and I was never to see her again. She was a fine working farm horse, getting on in years but with all the strength and stamina of an Irish draught horse quite evident in her fore and hind quarters. She was sold within minutes, and before I could follow her through the gates, she was whisked out of the ring and away. But somehow I was more difficult to dispose of. Perhaps it was the wild look in my eye as I circled the ring in a desperate search for my mother, or perhaps it was that none of the farmers and gypsies there were looking for a spindly-looking half-thoroughbred colt. But whatever the reason they were a long time haggling over how little I was worth before I heard the hammer go down and I was driven out through the gates and into a pen outside.


Michael Morpugo, War Horse (1982)
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List four things about the young horse’s appearance that explain why it took a long time to sell.
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What you have learned


In this unit you have learned:





•  the importance of reading the question carefully



•  the importance of choosing the right material



•  how to select information.





[image: ]








Q2 Writing about language in literature
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What this unit involves


This unit deals with Paper 1, Question 2. You will have to:





•  explain how writers use language to achieve effects



•  support what you say with relevant vocabulary.





There are 8 marks for this question and you will have 8 or 9 minutes to answer it in the examination.
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In this unit you will learn to write about:





•  language techniques



•  the way writers use language.
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1How writers use adjectives, verbs and adverbs for effect


Practising for success


Read this description of a scene in World War I. The soldiers lived in trenches, and between the two sides was No Man’s Land, where the enemy could see you and shoot at you. Horses were still used in this war.


Here, the horse telling the story has strayed into No Man’s Land.
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Key terms


Adjectives describe objects or places – the magnificent palace; the fabulous team.


Verbs a doing word – he ran outside; she played the game.


Adverbs describe actions – they moved rapidly; the team successfully defended their title.
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From both sides of me I heard a gradual crescendo of excitement and laughter rippling along the trenches, interspersed with barked orders that everyone was to keep their heads down and no one was to shoot. From my vantage point on the mound I could see only an occasional glimpse of a steel helmet, my only evidence that the voices I was hearing did indeed belong to real people. There was the sweet smell of cooking food wafting towards me and I lifted my nose to savour it. It was sweeter than the sweetest bran-mash I had ever tasted and it had a tinge of salt about it. I was drawn first one way and then the other by this promise of warm food, but each time I neared the trenches on either side I met an impenetrable barrier of loosely coiled barbed wire. The soldiers cheered me on as I came closer, showing their heads fully now over the trenches and beckoning me towards them; and when I had to turn back at the wire and crossed no man’s land to the other side, I was welcomed again there by a chorus of whistling and clapping, but again I could find no way through the wire. I must have criss-crossed no man’s land for much of that morning, and found at long last in the middle of this blasted wilderness a small patch of coarse, dank grass growing on the lip of an old crater.


Michael Morpugo, War Horse (1982)
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crescendo means a gradual increase


vantage point is a place with a good view


impenetrable means ‘can’t get through’
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ACTIVITY 1





1  When good writers describe somewhere they try and give as much information as possible so that the reader can see clearly the scene they are describing. Often they describe using their senses. Find adjectives or adverbs that the writer uses to describe the scene. Copy and complete a table like the one below.







[image: ]
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    Writers sometimes use a group of descriptive words to help create a scene and to build an effect.


    For example, they might try to build a happy scene by describing a place using positive emotive language such as:
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Key term


emotive language: produces a strong emotional response in the reader.
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The hills smiled in the sun, gleaming and shining under its warm rays. Between the rolling mounds of earth lay lazy valleys, glittering peacefully. Meadows, hills, grasses, bubbling brooks gathered together in perfect harmony, celebrating the beauty of the earth.


[image: ]







[image: ]






    The writer, by using words such as ‘gleaming’, ‘shining’, ‘glittering’ and ‘harmony’ together, gives a real sense of somewhere valuable, like a collection of glittering jewels, which shows the perfection and value of nature.








2  a) Look at the words the writer uses to describe the place in the extract from War Horse (on pages 14–15). Pick out five words or phrases that suggest a positive feeling.


    b) Explain how each of your chosen words or phrases makes the atmosphere seem positive.







    The comment below is a useful guide to show you how this can be achieved.









	WORDS

	HOW DOES THIS MAKE THE PLACE SEEM HAPPY






	‘gradual crescendo of excitement and laughter’

	Crescendo means getting louder, so the excitement and laughter is increasing, which shows the men are happy and joking, which gives the impression of a happy place. It shows the comradeship of the men.
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3  While the place is happy, what makes you think there could be something dangerous there as well? How does the writer use language to create this sense?


    Find the details and explain them.
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Boost your grade


Read the following extract from a Grade 3 student answer to the question:




Explain how the writer uses language to present the scene in the extract from War Horse.
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Now write an improved answer to the same question, bearing in mind what needs to be improved.
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2 Looking at how writers use imagery to create effects


Imagery is when a writer uses descriptive language such as similes, metaphors and personification to create an effect. These clarify an emotion, add more detail or help the reader to imagine a place. You will get credit for identifying and explaining the use of these techniques in the examination.


Practising for success


Similes


ACTIVITY 1





1  What is being suggested by the following similes? The first one has an explanation – write one for each of the next three examples.







    a) The volcano was as hot as hell.
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The simile ‘as hot as hell’ takes the image of hell, a place we know to be very hot as a punishment for those who have sinned, and emphasises how hot the volcano is. It is like the volcano is the hottest thing there could ever be. It is so hot it seems evil, like hell itself.
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Key terms


Simile: a phrase that compares one thing to another using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’, for example ‘It was as cold as ice’, ‘She looked like a princess’.


Metaphor: something not literally true, for example ‘My head is exploding’, ‘You are a pig’.


Personification: giving something that is not human the characteristics of a person, for example ‘The sun smiled down on them’.
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    b) The hills rolled up and down like a ship on the stormy sea.


    c) The dark room looked like a coffin.


    d) The park was as quiet as the moon.







    In the following extract from Brother in the Land by Robert Swindells, the writer uses a simile to describe the moment a nuclear bomb explodes.
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Examiner comment


It is important to not only identify the feature but also to explain its effect.
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There was this sudden hot blast. It drove rain in through the doorway and spattered it on my arms and neck; warm rain. I opened my eyes. The place was flooded with bright, dusty light which flickered and began to fade as I watched. My ear was pressed to the ground and I could hear rumbling way down, like dragons in a cave; receding, growing more faint as the dragons went deeper, till you couldn’t hear them at all. The light dimmed and there was only silence, and a pinkish glow with dust in it.


Robert Swindells, Brother in the Land (1984)
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2  a) Which part of this is the simile?


    b) What do you think he might be describing in this simile?


    c) What is the effect of the simile?







    Read the following extract.
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The sky was the colour of Monica’s sick.


Of course, to understand that, you would have had to have been out with Monica the night before and seen what she had vomited over Jack’s shoes, but if you know she had just eaten a chicken Balti, you will have the idea.


The clouds were evil coloured, and as night fell they parted and the night gazed down like a cold and senseless void.
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scudding means moving fast, in a straight line, driven by the wind
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Okonkwo was well known throughout the nine villages and even beyond. His fame
rested on solid personal achievements. As a young man of eighteen he had brought
honour to his village by throwing Amalinze the Cat. Amalinze was the great wrestler
who for seven years was unbeaten, from Umuofia to Mbaino. He was called the Cat
because his back would never touch the earth. It was this man that Okonkwo threw

n a fight which the old men agreed was one of the fiercest since the founder of their
town engaged a spirit of the wild for seven days and seven nights.

The drums beat and the flutes sang and the spectators held their breath. Amalinze
was a wily craftsman, but Okonkwo was as slippery as a fish in water. Every nerve
and every muscle stood out on their arms, on their backs and their thighs, and one
almost heard them stretching to breaking point. In the end Okonkwo threw the Cat.
That was many years ago, twenty years or more, and during this time Okonkwo’s
fame had grown like a bush-fire in the harmattan. He was tall and huge, and his
bushy eyebrows and wide nose gave him a very severe look. He breathed heavily, and
t was said that, when he slept, his wives and children in their out-houses could hear
him breathe. When he walked, his heels hardly touched the ground and he seemed
to walk on springs, as if he was going to pounce on somebody. And he did pounce
on people quite often. He had a slight stammer and whenever he was angry and
could not get his words out quickly enough, he would use his fists. He had no
patience with unsuccessful men. He had had no patience with his father.

T TR T R PP DPRRRIRE. Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (195
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