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Getting the most from this guide



This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Au revoir les enfants as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also when you are revising.


A mix of French and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you will need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.


The following features have been used throughout this guide to help you build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film.
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Activity


Various types of activities are found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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le couvre-feu curfew


For every paragraph in French, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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Build critical skills


These questions offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging issues. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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GRADE BOOSTER


These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Answers


Answers to every activity, task, and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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TASK


Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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Key quotation


Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay. Further quotations can be found in the ‘Top ten quotations’ chapter on page 93 of the guide.


Quand on me cherche, on me trouve.


(Julien)
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1 Synopsis



Released in 1987 in France and directed by Louis Malle, Au revoir les enfants is a semi-autobiographical film set in occupied France in 1944.


Julien is a 12-year-old boy who attends a Catholic boarding school and Jean is a young Jewish boy who is being hidden in the school by Père Jean, the school’s headmaster. Despite their differences, a very close friendship develops throughout the film between the two boys. Sadly, one morning Jean is discovered and is deported to a concentration camp. In a voiceover that closes the film Louis Malle poignantly says: ‘Plus de quarante ans ont passé et jusqu’à ma mort je me rappellerai chaque seconde de ce matin de janvier.’


It is January 1944 and the young Julien Quentin is at the station with his mother and brother. The boys are returning after the Christmas holiday to their private Catholic boarding school outside Paris. Julien is very apprehensive about returning to school and wishes he could stay with his mother, with whom he has a close relationship.
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At school Julien is introduced to a new boy, Jean Bonnet, who arrives at the start of term. Not much is said about this boy as Père Jean gives the new boy a bed near Julien but does not say much about him. The first encounter between Julien and Jean is rather abrupt and cold. ‘Quand on me cherche, on me trouve’, Julien says to Jean.


Julien resents this new boy who appears to be better than him academically, and he is jealous of his musical talents too. He also finds him rather mysterious and Jean becomes the target of mockery. The boys find him strange and do not miss an opportunity to bully him. Jean does not join in the school’s religious rituals, does not eat pork, does not pray and says that he is Protestant. Julien is intrigued by Jean and driven by curiosity, finally finds out that his surname is really Kippelstein.


The boys in the boarding school are rather protected from the outside world but glimpses of the war can be perceived. Power cuts and sirens disrupt their days, and rationing and the cold are part of their daily routine. Julien appears very naive about the reality of the outside world and asks his brother: ‘C’est quoi un youpin?’ Joseph, the kitchen boy, introduces the boys to food smuggling as a way to remedy food shortages.


Joseph is physically and socially different from the other boys. He is slightly disabled and even though he is the same age as the boys, he has to work as a kitchen boy. His bitterness toward the rich pupils of the school will be the incentive for his dramatic action later on in the film.


One day during a treasure hunt in the Fontainebleau forest the two boys, Julien and Jean, find themselves lost, and are found by a German soldier who drives them back to the school. As a precaution, the boys are sent to the school medical room. Isolated from the other boarders, Julien reveals to Jean that he knows his secret — that he is a Jew. Jean reacts badly to this and the boys engage in a fight.


One Sunday Julien invites Jean to join him, his mother and his brother for Sunday lunch in a restaurant. Their meal is interrupted by the intrusion of the French Milice and outside the protection of the school walls, the boys experience the reality of the war.


From then on the boys become inseparable and their friendship is very close. Julien even confides to his new friend that he still wets his bed. The boys read together, play together. They enjoy being children despite the constant reminders of the war outside.


Yet Joseph puts an end to this and his actions have dramatic consequences. After Père Jean finds out that Joseph has been involved in food smuggling, he decides to fire the young boy. Bitter and upset, Joseph tells the Gestapo that Jewish children are being hidden in the school.
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TASK


Cherchez sur Internet l’affiche du film et notez les éléments importants du film qui y sont dépeints. Pensez-vous que le choix de l’image soit efficace? Pourquoi? Pourquoi pas?
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During a maths lesson Jean is arrested by the Gestapo. Père Jean and the two other Jewish boys are also arrested.


In the final scene Julien sees his friends and teacher being marched away by the German army. ‘Au revoir, mon Père’, shout the children. ‘Au revoir, les enfants’, replies Père Jean. Jean disappears through a door, looking back at his friend a final time.


Louis Malle based this film on his true story but added details that didn’t exist in real life. Louis Malle was forever marked by this tragedy and this feeling inspired him to make this film.




[image: ]


Key quotation


Plus de quarante ans ont passé et jusqu’à ma mort je me rappellerai chaque seconde de ce matin de janvier.


(Louis Malle)
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2 Historical and social context



La Seconde Guerre mondiale
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Au revoir les enfants se passe en France pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. En effet, l’histoire raconte l’hiver 1943-1944 dans un pensionnat catholique de garçons. Il est essentiel de comprendre cette période de l’histoire pour mieux apprécier ce film.


La Seconde Guerre mondiale a commencé en France en septembre 1939 et a duré presque six ans, jusqu’à l’Armistice du 8 mai 1945. La France, d’abord opposée à l’Allemagne, s’est vue en partie collaborer avec les nazis et s’est soumise au contrôle de l’armée allemande et de la Gestapo à partir de 1940. Pendant presque cinq ans la France était divisée en deux camps – les collaborateurs et les résistants.
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un pensionnat a boarding school


collaborer to collaborate (with the Germans)


la Gestapo the German secret police


[image: ]





The film depicts daily life during the war such as the use of rationing tickets, ‘les biscuits vitaminés’, power cuts and obviously the presence of the German army. We can also see that individual characters represent typical groups of people. The young Jean Bonnet, for instance, represents the Jewish people who were persecuted during the Second World War.


As the film is based on Julien’s perception of the war, not everything is explicitly exposed in the film. Indeed, a very naive young 12-year-old boy is retelling his experience. The viewers are expected to join the dots at times and use their knowledge of the war to fully comprehend the story. For instance, in the last scene, Julien does not really know what is going to happen but the viewer knows and this adds to the intensity of the film.
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TASK


1 Regardez la scène à la cantine [00:13:58-00:16:33] et celle au restaurant [01:03:28-01:08:27]. Repérez les aspects de la vie quotidienne pendant la guerre.
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La France de Vichy
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La France est envahie par l’Allemagne en mai 1940. En juin 1940 les Allemands prennent contrôle d’une partie de la France et c’est ainsi que la France est divisée en deux parties, « la France occupée » et « la France libre. » On voit ainsi la naissance de la Résistance, les Français qui ne veulent pas suivre le contrôle allemand et « la France de Vichy » sous le contrôle du maréchal Pétain qui collabore avec l’armée allemande et Hitler. Pétain devient le chef de l’État et collabore avec le régime hitlérien. En plus des troupes allemandes sur le territoire français, la Milice est aussi formée pour faire respecter les ordres de la France de Vichy. La Milice est composée de collaborateurs en uniforme, différent de celui des soldats français.
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envahi(e) invaded


la Résistance groups of people who fought against the German army and German control over France


la Milice French political group that fought against the Resistance
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Once Marshall Pétain took charge of Vichy France, he imposed a very authoritative way of governing the country. The name Vichy France (la France de Vichy) comes from the name of the town in south-eastern France where Marshall Pétain’s government settled. Pétain launched the ‘National Revolution’ with a programme of propaganda to change systems, values and structures in France. Pétain was under the control of Hitler and France had a new motto: ‘Travail, Famille et Patrie’, replacing the longstanding ‘Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité’. The new government abandoned France’s democratic traditions.
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Build critical skills


1 Regardez la première scène du film à la gare. Comment est-ce que Louis Malle présente l’Occupation allemande?
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Pénurie et répression
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La vie en France sous l’Occupation allemande se caractérise par la pénurie et par la répression. La population endure une économie de guerre et de restrictions. Sous la dominance des nazis les Français manquent de beaucoup de choses et les magasins sont à cours de denrées alimentaires. Les Français doivent se rationner. Cette pénurie entraine la pratique du marché noir en cette période de privations — c’est la seule façon de s’approprier certains produits qui sont rationnés comme le tabac par exemple. Le marché noir est visiblement représenté dans le film et est en fait incarné par le personnage de Joseph, qui prend part à cette activité clandestine au collège.
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la pénurie shortage


se rationner to be rationed


le marché noir black market


les privations (f) restrictions
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Food supplies and general commodities became scarce and France had to impose a system of ration tickets. People in towns and young children especially were mostly affected by hunger as food was lacking and people had to opt for other foods that they would not eat normally and that were not rationed.


Even though most people suffered the restrictions, there were a number of people who were not really affected. Despite having to adjust to the wartime economy, some people continued to have the same standard of living, creating obvious differences. This is clearly seen in the canteen when some children receive food parcels from their parents, or even when we see Mrs Quentin with her elegant clothes. In the restaurant the viewer can see however that even if Julien’s family is well off, they are still affected by the situation and are using rationing tickets for their meal. Power cuts were also very common during the German Occupation and the blackout in the dormitory at the start of the film illustrates this.
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TASK


2 Faites des recherches sur le rationnement alimentaire en France pendant la Guerre et expliquez en quoi cela vous aide à comprendre certains aspects du film, comme la nourriture à la cantine ou le marché noir des cigarettes.
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GRADE BOOSTER


Ensure that you learn the key historical and specific vocabulary to use when you refer to the historical background of the film.
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La protection des civils
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Afin de protéger les populations d’éventuels bombardements, les couvre-feux sont instaurés. À la tombée de la nuit, il faut éteindre ou camoufler les lumières pour que l’ennemi ne puisse pas distinguer les habitations. De plus, à l’approche des bombardiers des sirènes d’alarme sont sonnées et les habitants doivent alors se protéger. On va alors dans des abris souterrains comme des caves.
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le couvre-feu curfew


la sirène d’alarme alarm


l’abri souterrain (m) underground shelter
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This aspect is clearly portrayed in the scene where the children have to go and hide in the basement during their maths lesson. The way the children pack up their books, walk to the underground area and continue their lesson show that this kind of interruption has now become part of their routine — the children do not look disturbed by the alarm.
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Key quotation


Plus ils sont riches, plus ils sont voleurs.


(Joseph)


Pensez qu’il y a des gens plus malheureux que vous.


(Père Jean)
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La collaboration
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Pendant cette période de la France de Vichy une large partie de la population collabore avec les Allemands. La collaboration prend plusieurs formes: la collaboration administrative, politique, économique, militaire et même idéologique. La France est occupée par les Allemands et les idées nazies se propagent. C’est alors que la France subit une importante présence allemande dans tous les aspects de la vie quotidienne.
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In the film the collaboration is represented by the character of Joseph and, to some extent, the school nurse when the German soldier is looking for the young Jewish boys. Collaborating didn’t have to be active; if you chose not to prevent it, you were regarded as a ‘collabo’. At the end of the war many people were arrested for acts of collaboration. Many women, for instance, were arrested and had their heads shaved for having collaborated with the enemy.
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TASK


3 Trouvez une scène du film qui illustre au mieux la collaboration et expliquez votre choix.
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La Résistance
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Malgré cette invasion et dominance allemande, de nombreux Français refusent de collaborer et forment un mouvement de résistance. De nombreux mouvements de résistance s’opposent à l’Occupation nazie en France et au régime de Vichy. Partout en France des groupes d’hommes et de femmes se créent et luttent activement contre l’ennemi allemand. Cette Résistance est constituée de réseaux secrets d’informations qui aident les soldats alliés à combattre l’armée allemande.
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lutter to fight


le réseau network


l’ allié ally
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Members of the Resistance were seen as the enemy by the Nazis and Vichy France. The Milice and the Gestapo actively sought out their members. If a member of the Resistance were found, they would be arrested and deported to concentration camps. The Resistance was a threat to the German army. Groups formed everywhere and the ‘Maquis’ represented the Resistance in the countryside. During the restaurant scene Jean refers to the ‘Maquis’.


One famous Resistance figure was General de Gaulle whose influence grew rapidly in France in the early 1940s. He led the Resistance with the support of Jean Moulin. De Gaulle fled to London from where he made his famous appeal, ‘l’appel du 18 juin’, calling all French people to rally against the German invasion. In France the Resistance built networks of propaganda against Vichy France and clusters of saboteurs and spies grew throughout France.
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Build critical skills


2 Regardez la scène du restaurant [01:03:28-01:08:27]. Examinez qui sont les collaborateurs et qui sont les résistants? Expliquez votre réponse.
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