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Welcome to the world of MythQuest …

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.


This story is about …


… Narasimha, half-man and half-lion, fearsome and ferocious in every aspect, and yet protector to those in need. An incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Preserver of the Universe, Narasimha represents his divine anger. Lord Vishnu took on this fearsome avatar to slay an evil demon and the Narasimha avatar has been venerated since as a destroyer of evil.

Narasimha is shown as an awe-inspiring figure with the head and claws of a lion and the body of a man. He is sometimes shown with 16 arms, two of which hold the conch and the chakra, and three others are seen disembowelling the wicked demon Hiranyakashipu.

He is referred to in the Bhagavata Purana, the Agni Purana, the Vayu Purana, the Kurma Purana, the Brahma Purana and the Linga Purana, among others. Narasimha has nine forms (Nava Narasimha) based on the different postures and weapons that he wields.

Despite his awe-inspiring image and powers, Lord Narasimha is worshipped because he is a reminder of how Lord Vishnu appears from time to time to alleviate the sufferings of devotees, save the universe and ensure its continuity in the face of dire threats. As the ‘Great Protector’, Narasimha is a popular deity and there are ancient temples in western and southern India dedicated to this god.
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