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INTRODUCTION


The medieval pub game of darts is experiencing a modern-day renaissance. The game’s popularity is continuing to rise, with more countries stepping up to the oche than ever and growing interest among the younger generations – likely thanks to the 17-year-old newly crowned King of Darts, Luke Littler. It’s official: darts is now becoming mainstream.


Of course, darts has always been popular, with legions of fans remaining loyal since its eighties heyday - who can forget Jim Bowen’s Bullseye amassing more than 20 million weekly viewers when it was on TV? But now darts is in a new league all of its own, with people tuning into tournaments from across the globe as it transitions from “the working man’s golf” to a sport for all, even allowing the “elite” members of society a chance to become one of the lads.


After decades in the shadows, darts has properly arrived to show the world how sport should really be done – with irony, self-deprecation and playfulness, and no physical exertion whatsoever!


This little book contains one hundred and eighty! ridiculously fun and fabulous facts, quotes and stats about this old (and new!) favourite pastime. This tiny tome celebrates not only the game’s (latest) rise to fame but also its cherished 1,000-year history, with a list of moments as unforgettable and iconic as its players and fans. All eyes are on darts as it takes flight to new heights. Game on!











GAME ON!


It’s time to step up to the oche and take aim. What’s going to be your lucky number today?


To quote the iconic catchphrase of the late Martin Fitzmaurice, one of the sport’s biggest and most beloved personalities: “Are you ready? Ladies and Gentlemen... Let’s... Play.... Darts!”


Away. We. Go…








12 February 1925


The date the UK’s National Darts Association (NDA) was formally established – the nation’s first official darts organisation.


It was born after the game emerged as a popular pub activity following World War I, bringing with it a demand for standardized rules.


In 1927, the NDA hosted the “News of the World Individual Darts Championship”, the world’s first darts tournament.





7 January 1973


The date that modern darts was born and the British Darts Organisation (BDO) was founded by Olly Croft, widely considered the “Godfather of Darts”.


Croft envisioned darts as a professional sport beyond the pub, and established 43 county leagues and major televised tournaments such as the World Masters and World Professional Darts Championship.





[image: Open quotation.]


I have two bowls of confidence for breakfast each morning.


[image: Close quotation.]


Eric Bristow


Daily Mirror, April 2018





Famed for his steely determination, Yorkshireman Dennis “The Menace” Priestley won the inaugural WDC World Darts Championship in 1994 and was the first player in darts history to win both the BDO and WDC World Championship titles – whitewashing Eric Bristow 6-0 in the 1991 final.


If you’re wondering why he’s nicknamed the menace, the reason is simple: “My mother used to say I were a little bugger,” he told The Guardian, December 2009.







Biggest Rivals


According to betting company William Hill (2023), darts wouldn’t be as exciting if it wasn’t for these top-flight rivalries, considered the greatest in the game:


1. John Lowe vs. Eric Bristow


2. Phil Taylor vs. Raymond van Barneveld


3. Peter Wright vs. Michael van Gerwen


4. Phil Taylor vs. Adrian Lewis


5. Gary Anderson vs. Peter Wright


6. Luke Humphries vs. Luke Littler


7. Adrian Lewis vs. Peter Manley


8. Jocky Wilson vs. Eric Bristow


9. Michael van Gerwen vs. Raymond van Barneveld


10. Trina Gulliver vs. Francis Hoenselaar
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The rivalry was good for the sport. All this cuddling and kissing on stage these days, well, it’s all right in football when someone scores a goal, but not when you’re playing darts. You’re playing to beat them.


[image: Close quotation.]


Eric Bristow


The Guardian, August 2003





Littlermania!


Luke Littler’s rise to glory has led to a surge in interest in the UK sport, a phenomenon known as the “Luke Littler Effect”.


In 2024, the number of junior darts academies doubled as a result of Littler’s success, and so too have the sports’ viewing figures, ticket sales and social media interest.


In December 2024, more than 100,000 Littler-branded dartboards were sold as Christmas presents and a UK pub chain, Pubco, has reinstalled dartboards into its fleet of 171 pubs to meet the demand.





Darts Rich List


The Top 10 highest-earning darts players in the sport’s history through league and tournament wins, according to the The Scotsman, December 2024:


1. Michael Van Gerwen – £9 million


2. Phil Taylor – £8.5 million


3. Gary Anderson – £5 million


4. Peter Wright - £4.2 million


5. James Wade – £4 million


6. Raymond van Barneveld – £3.5 million


7. Michael Smith – £3.4 million


8. Adrian Lewis – £3.1 million


9. Gerwyn Price – £3 million


10. Luke Humphries – £2.8 million





Dart Nicknames: Legends #1


You’re a nobody in darts if you don’t have a cool nickname…


1. Eric Bristow – The Crafty Cockney


2. John Lowe – Old Stoneface


3. Bobby George – Bobby Dazzler


4. Bob Anderson – The Limestone Cowboy


5. Dennis Priestley – The Menace


6. Phil Taylor – The Power


7. Rod Harrington – The Prince of Style


8. Kevin Painter – The Artist


9. Andy Fordham – The Viking


10. John Part – Darth Maple


What would your nickname be?
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From the age of 18 months old I’ve been playing darts non‑stop. At the age of four, I got a proper board... When I was eight or nine, we started going out to pubs four or five times a week and I started playing properly just non-stop.


[image: Close quotation.]


Luke Littler


BBC, 2024







Darts Joke #1


For my holidays last year, I threw a dart at a map of the world and decided to go to wherever it landed.


I had a fantastic two weeks sat next to the skirting board.








Triple Crown


Only five players in the history of darts have earned the “Triple Crown”, the term given to those that win the three most prestigious tournaments in the PDC: the World Championship, the World Matchplay and the Premier League.


1. Phil Taylor*


2. Michael van Gerwen


3. Gary Anderson


4. Luke Humphries


5. Luke Littler


*The only player to win all three Triple Crown events in the same year, which he did in both 2006 and 2010!





13 October 1984


The night John “Old Stoneface” Lowe made darts history with the first ever televised Nine-Dart Finish at the World Matchplay against Keith Deller.


Consisting of nine consecutive perfect throws, this moment solidified Lowe as a superstar during the sport’s television boom in the 1980s.


He pocketed £102,000 prize money for his precision.
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