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“Ready?” asked Jasmine Smith.

“You bet!” chorused her best friends Ellie Macdonald and Summer Hammond. It was half term and the three girls were in Summer’s bedroom. Jasmine had brought a DVD, Animal Acrobats, for them to watch because it was too rainy to play outside.

“Here goes then,” Jasmine said, flicking back her long dark hair. She pressed play on the DVD player and sat down on Summer’s bed. “I love this film, it’s really funny. Especially the bit where the baby owls are learning to fly.”

Summer smiled dreamily and stroked her cute little black cat, Rosa, who was lying beside her on the bed. “I love it when we get to fly in the Secret Kingdom. It’s such fun!”

[image: images]

Ellie wrinkled her nose. “I don’t,” she said. “I prefer staying on the ground, thanks! But I do love going to the Secret Kingdom.” She smiled, feeling a thrill of excitement as she thought about the amazing secret they all shared.

The girls looked after a magic box that could whisk them off to a wonderful, enchanted land filled with mermaids, unicorns and other amazing creatures. Summer, Jasmine and Ellie were Very Important Friends of the magical kingdom, and went there every time kind King Merry needed help to keep the land safe from his mean sister, Queen Malice.

Ellie kneeled down by the bed and tickled Rosa. Purring, the little cat rolled over and batted her fingers playfully. The movement set two gold charms on her collar jingling. One was shaped like a flower and the other like a crown.
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“I wish we could go back to the Secret Kingdom right now,” said Ellie, touching the charms gently. “We need to return these charms to the last two Animal Keepers.”

A few days ago, King Merry had summoned the four Animal Keepers from their shield with ancient magic. These magical creatures – a puppy, a seal, a bird and a lion cub – came out of the shield every hundred years and travelled through the Secret Kingdom for one week, spreading fun, kindness, friendship and bravery all around the land. But mean Queen Malice had cast a horrible spell, meaning that they now brought the opposite wherever they went – misery, meanness, squabbling and cowardice!

“I’m sure Trixi will send us a message soon,” Summer said. Their friend Trixibelle was a Royal Pixie. She worked for King Merry and used the Magic Box to get in touch with the girls whenever help was needed in the Secret Kingdom.

The girls had spent lots of their half term holiday at Summer’s house because they needed to take Rosa with them when they went to the Secret Kingdom. In their first adventure with the Puppy Keeper, Summer, Ellie and Jasmine had attached the four Animal Keepers’ charms onto Rosa’s collar to keep them safe. Once the charms were returned to each Animal Keeper, Queen Malice’s spell would be broken!

Ellie gave Rosa one last stroke then sat back on the bed.

On the TV, the film was starting. Three owlets were trying to pluck up the courage to jump off a branch and fly for the first time. One of them ran along the branch with his wings spread wide, then chickened out at the last moment and stopped dead. His sister, who was running along behind, bumped into his back.

The girls giggled.

“That first owl looks so grumpy!” Summer said, laughing.

“And look at his sister!” said Jasmine as the second owl flapped her wings crossly.

Suddenly Ellie sprang off the bed. “Oh, wow!” she gasped, pointing at Summer’s desk.
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“What?” asked Summer, looking round.

“The Magic Box!” gasped Ellie. “It’s glowing!” She lifted the box off the desk, her heart pounding with excitement.

The wooden box was beautifully carved with pictures of mermaids, unicorns and other wonderful creatures. An oval mirror, surrounded by six glittering green gems, was set into its lid.

Ellie put the box on the bed and they all peered into the mirror, waiting breathlessly for Trixi’s message to appear. The mirror began to glow and magical words appeared. Jasmine read them out:

 

“The Keeper you seek is passing by

The place where pixies learn to fly.

You must break the queen’s mean spell

To make friendships strong and well!”

 

“The third Animal Keeper!” breathed Summer.

“And the riddle mentions friendships, so it must be the Bird Keeper we need to find this time,” Ellie added. “She looks after friendship.”

“A place where pixies learn to fly…” Jasmine frowned thoughtfully. “Any ideas?”

Before the others could reply, the box flew open. Inside were six compartments holding magical treasures. There was an icy hourglass that could freeze time, a tiny unicorn horn that let them talk to animals, a pearl to make them invisible, a glittering crystal that could control the weather and a tiny bag of glitter dust – just enough for them to make one wish. The sixth compartment contained a map of the Secret Kingdom. As they watched, it floated up into the air and Summer caught it. She spread it out on the bed.

The girls leaned over to see it better, and Rosa pushed in between Summer and Jasmine so she could look too.
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