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Chapter One


Midnight Howl


It was bedtime, but Aisha and her best friend, Emily Turner, weren’t ready to go to sleep just yet. They were sitting on the floor of Aisha’s cosy bedroom in Enchanted Cottage, playing another game of cards. Emily had spent the entire week with Aisha, sleeping over every night and having a great time.


“Come on, girls,” Aisha’s mum called from downstairs. “Time for lights out.”


The girls sighed as they abandoned their game for the night, but climbed into their beds.


After ten minutes Aisha still felt wide awake. So did Emily. Although the light was off, a golden glow shone even brighter than the silver moon. The girls both gasped with delight. “Our keyrings!” they said together.


Their little crystal keyrings, in the shape of unicorns, were presents from Queen Aurora. She was the wise and friendly unicorn who ruled over Enchanted Valley, a secret magical world where Aisha and Emily had had many adventures together.


When the keyrings glowed like this, it meant Queen Aurora was calling them.


Aisha quietly scrambled out of bed. “Time to go back to Enchanted Valley!”


“I can’t wait!” Emily said with glee.


They snatched up their keyrings and pressed them together. A swirling fountain of rainbow sparkles whirled around them, lifting them up off the floor.


[image: images]


Quick as a shooting star, the sparkles began to fade away and their feet settled back down on to lush green grass.


Emily looked around and saw they had landed on the slope of a hill they knew well. Queen Aurora’s palace stood before them, a beautiful golden building with eight tall turrets that spiralled like unicorn horns.


Aisha looked up into the dark sky with a sigh. “It’s still night in Enchanted Valley! It’s been night here for ages now.”


“We’ve got to put a stop to it,” Emily sighed. “Once and for all!”


Every evening in Enchanted Valley, the four Night Sparkle Unicorns would combine the power of their magical lockets to bring the night. Then they did the same thing at dawn, to bring back the day. But ever since the wicked unicorn Selena had stolen their lockets, Enchanted Valley had been trapped in an unending night.
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Aisha took big strides up the hill and saw the full moon above the palace towers, shining like a silver coin. With a loud rattle of chains, the drawbridge dropped. There, standing on the other side, was Queen Aurora! Even at night-time, they could see the way her coat rippled with all the colours of a dawn sky, and they could make out the glitter of the little crown she wore on her head. The girls ran up to her and threw their arms around her neck.


“Welcome back!” Queen Aurora laughed. “I’ve missed you both.”
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“We’ve missed you too,” answered Emily.


“But is there anything wrong? Has Selena been causing trouble?” Aisha asked.


“I didn’t call you because of a problem this time,” Aurora explained with a smile. “It’s more of a fun reason. You see … even though this is the longest night we’ve ever had, there is one good thing about it.”


“What’s that?” Emily asked eagerly.


“The full moon is here already!” said Queen Aurora. “So we can have our monthly campfire party. I thought maybe you both might like to come.”


Emily and Aisha glanced at each other and grinned. “Yes, please!” both girls chorused.


“Wonderful! Follow me,” Queen Aurora said. She trotted in front of them, leading the way down the hill. Aisha and Emily bubbled over with excitement.


They soon found themselves deep in thick woods full of the lovely scents of pine needles and moist night air. Although there were dark shadows everywhere and strange noises all around, the girls knew they had nothing to fear while they were with Queen Aurora.


“Look!” Emily cried. Up ahead, firelight flickered between the tree trunks and they could hear many happy voices chatting and singing together. Aurora led them into an open glade bathed in moonlight. In the centre was a large pit containing a roaring campfire, and glimmering firefly lanterns hung from the low branches of the surrounding trees.
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The party was already in full swing. Unicorns, phoenixes and even a family of tiny gnomes all sat on logs around the campfire, singing songs and sipping hot chocolate. Hob, the little green goblin who had often made the girls potions to help them on their quests, was playing a lively jig on his fiddle. Marshmallows floated above the campfires, suspended there by some unseen magic.
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Aisha clapped her hands. “It’s lovely!”


“Off you go! Have fun.” Aurora beamed.


“Look over there,” Emily told Aisha. “Isn’t that Dreamspell?”


“Yes!” Aisha exclaimed. “And the rest of the Night Sparkle Unicorns, too. Come on!”


As they ran towards their friends, Emily could see that Dreamspell, Silvermane and Slumbertail were all wearing the lockets the girls had helped to rescue from Selena. Only Brighteye, the moon unicorn, was still missing hers. They needed all four magical lockets to make daytime come again.
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Aisha was just about to say hello when something made her freeze in her tracks – a long, mournful, eerie howl. She felt goose pimples rise all over her body. Emily shot Aisha a frightened look and reached for her hand.


“Was that … a wolf?” Aisha whispered.


Emily glanced into the dark shadows between the trees, expecting glowing eyes to appear there.


“It definitely sounded like one,” she said, her voice quaking with fear. “And who do you think wolves would work for?”


Aisha shuddered. “Selena!”
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