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British Thematic Study



How the Thematic Study will be examined




Overview of the Thematic Study

It covers a long time-span (about 1,000 years). It is about the history of Britain, not the wider world.

In this book we cover the Thematic Study:



	Britain: Migration, empires and the people: c790 to the present day.





Thematic studies focus on change and continuity over a long period of time:



	The study examines key developments which affected Britain – including social, political and economic developments.

	You will consider the significance of those different developments for people’s health or for who holds power.

	You will identify similarities and differences between periods.

	You will assess the amount of change and continuity across periods.

	You will consider the role of factors in causing or preventing change. Factors include: war, religion, government, economic resources, science and technology, ideas such as imperialism, Social Darwinism and civilisation, and the role of individuals.

	You will also use lots of sources and you will evaluate them for usefulness.








There are various key skills you will need for the Thematic Study
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There are four main question types in the Thematic Study

This will be Section A of your Paper 2. It is worth 44 marks in total. You will be asked the following types of question.



	
How useful is this source? (8 marks)
You will be given a source and have to study both its content and provenance. You will have to use your own contextual knowledge to explain how useful the source is for understanding the period or topic.



	
Explain the significance of … (8 marks)
You will be given a key event, person, group or development. You will need to identify and explain the importance of this both at the time and in a later period.



	
Compare/in what ways are they similar or different? (8 marks)
You will be given two events, developments or individuals/groups – usually from different periods. You will need to identify the features of each and identify ways in which they are similar or different.



	
Essay question on the role of factors (16 marks + 4 SPaG)
You will be pointed to one factor which caused or prevented change and will have to judge the importance of this factor in comparison to other factors you have studied. These factors could include war, religion, government, economic resources, science and technology, ideas such as imperialism, Social Darwinism and civilisation or the role of individuals. You will need to evaluate at least two factors and come to a judgement on which was more important.










How we help you develop your exam skills



	The Revision tasks help you build understanding and skills step by step. For example:
Role of factors helps you to identify the impact of the key factors.

Activities focused on comparing periods or events will help to structure your thinking about similarities and differences over time.

Flow chart activities will help you to understand the narrative of events and consider the links between them.

Improve the paragraph style activities will help you to develop your understanding of how to present your ideas for the exam.

Develop detail/explanation style activities will help you to improve your ability to explain impacts.



	The practice questions give you exam style questions.

	
Exam focus on pages 45–47 gives you model answers for each question type.





Plus:

There are annotated model answers for every practice question online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.










Part 1 Conquered and conquerors



1.1 The Viking invasions




Key point

This Viking period of interacting with Britain started with piracy and plunder and ended with a North Sea empire ruled by a Dane – King Cnut.



There were many factors which impacted on migration and Britain’s dealings with the world 790–1560



	
Religion: Vikings were heathens. Anglo-Saxons were Christian. Vikings made no attempt to convert Anglo-Saxons. Christianity was a unifying force for Anglo-Saxons. Normans made major reforms to the English Church – they replaced English bishops with Norman bishops and introduced the revolutionary gothic style of architecture for cathedrals.

	
Government: Vikings ruled through the Danelaw. Alfred the Great created a new law code, written in Old English. The Normans created the Domesday Book to record the country’s wealth. They then used this to tax the population. New legal codes were written in Latin.

	
Ideas: Europe had converted to Christianity during the early Middle Ages. From the tenth century, the popes were attempting to maintain the unity of Christendom. The feudal system subjugated Anglo-Saxons to Norman barons. Normans also introduce the chivalric code.

	
Science and technology: Viking longships were cutting-edge technology and were used to explore new lands and to transport economic goods, treasure and slaves internationally.

	
War: Viking longships were the height of modern weapons technology. The Normans introduced knights and over 500 castles.

	
Economic resources: Vikings were excellent traders and enslavement was at the heart of this. Dublin was a major slave trade town. Doomsday Book was collated by the Normans to assess wealth and tax the people.

	
Individuals: Alfred the Great led the Saxon resistance to the Vikings and defeated the Danish leader Guthrum, which resulted in many Vikings converting to Christianity. William the Conqueror successfully invaded England and controlled it by establishing a ruthless military and political regime.






TIP

These seven factors are a central part of this course as they affect change and continuity. These will be referred to throughout the book and are often interrelated – look for links between these through different time periods. See page 44 for an explanation of these factors. At the end of each chapter you will be asked to create your own table on these factors.



Vikings and Anglo-Saxons were very different



	During the Viking period, England was a divided land – the heptarchy – seven different kingdoms, which were often at war with each other. However, the kingdoms were united in that most people had Anglo-Saxon heritage and were Christian.

	Vikings were very different from the English. They were from Norway and Denmark and were heathens – non-Christians. They seemed to fear no one, looked very fierce and regarded death in war as glorious.

	As Vikings began to invade England from 792, many of the English believed the Vikings had been sent as a punishment from God.





Vikings invaded England to plunder and conquer



	The Vikings invaded England to gain wealth.


	They soon found that monasteries and churches contained many riches as many religious objects were made from gold. Rich and powerful English people would leave large donations of gold and precious objects at monasteries and in return the monks would pray for their souls.

	Monks could be sold as slaves – they were easy to capture as they did not fight back and were easily transportable in longships.







	England was an easy target because it was politically divided. If one area was well defended, the Vikings just attacked another looking for gold and slaves. Monasteries were easy to attack because they were undefended.

	The first Viking attack was in 793 at Lindisfarne in Northumbria at the monastery which was a shrine to St Cuthbert. Vikings then began to spread terror along the coast and inland as they invaded looking for more riches to plunder.

	After 865, the reason for Viking invasions changed – they wanted to conquer and colonise England to expand their trading routes, gain the prestige of an empire, and settle and farm in the fertile country.

	Vikings can be defined as an unregulated merchant warrior class.





The Danelaw kingdom was created as a result of the Viking conquest



	The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle details the landing of a Great Heathen Army in East Anglia and Northumbria in 865. This army was far greater than previous Viking invasions as they wanted to conquer and colonise an area of land.

	York (Jorvik) was used by the Vikings as a base from which to attack the Anglo-Saxon kings that surrounded them. It became the centre of Viking commerce and later the capital of the Danelaw kingdom.

	The Anglo-Saxon armies of Wessex and Mercia combined to defeat the Viking advance at Nottingham. To stop any further attacks the Mercians agreed to pay the Vikings to leave – the Danegeld. However, Vikings ignored this agreement and conquered Mercia in 874.

	Vikings from Norway and Denmark settled in the area they had conquered. This area was called Danelaw as it had mostly Danish migrants and was ruled by Danish law.

	Anglo-Saxons who lived in the Danelaw were not forced to change their religion and remained Christian.

	After a while Danes and Anglo-Saxons lived peacefully in Danelaw. There was intermarriage and a merging of Anglo-Dane cultures, laws, food and language. Common English words such as Wednesday, Thursday, skin and sky are Norse.
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A map showing the Danelaw after the treaty of Alfred and Guthrum in 879




Test yourself



	What was the Danelaw?

	Where was the first Viking attack on a monastery?

	Explain the term Danegeld.








TIP

Stop! Think! Plan!

There are 15 minutes of thinking and planning time built into the exam time – make sure you use them.




Practice question

Explain the significance of the Viking invasion on Britain. (8 marks)




Role of factors

Question 4 of your exam will ask you to explain the role of factors in causing an event. Write some sentences to explain how the following were factors in the Viking invasions. One is completed for you as an example.




	Factor
	Explanation





	Science and technology
	



	War
	



	Religion
	



	Economic resources
	












1.2 The Anglo-Saxons fight back against Viking rule



Alfred the Great led the English resistance



	The Danish empire in England expanded under Guthrum, the Danish king. The Vikings conquered the kingdoms of Northumbria (867), East Anglia (869) and much of Mercia by 877. Wessex remained the only Anglo-Saxon kingdom.

	Guthrum defeated King Alfred of Wessex at the battle of Chippenham. The Danes massacred most of the inhabitants of the town and Alfred went into hiding.

	While in hiding, Alfred was able to contact his top commanders, who organised a massive counterattack against Guthrum’s armies. The English won the battle of Edington in 878 and laid siege to Chippenham until the Danes surrendered.

	Upon surrender Guthrum and 29 of his commanders converted to Christianity. They were baptised at Alfred’s court and accepted Alfred as their godfather.

	Guthrum signed a peace treaty with Alfred, fixing the borders of the Danelaw territory with himself as king of East Anglia and Alfred as king of the rest of England.

	Alfred realised that the peace treaty was not enough to prevent further Viking invasions so he reorganised the army and built strong defensive fortresses – burhs – permanently guarded by well-trained soldiers. He also ordered the creation of an English navy.






Key point

As the Vikings did not impose any change of religion on English Christians this enabled Alfred the Great to use Christianity to help develop a unified English identity. This led to the English fighting back against Viking control.






	Alfred the Great, 849–899





	

	Alfred became king of Wessex after his brother Ethelred died in 871.

	He fought many battles with the Danes, eventually beating them in 878. The peace treaty split England between Alfred and Guthrum.

	Alfred and his wife Ealhswith had five children. Their son Edward became king after Alfred’s death.








	Guthrum, d. 890



	

	Guthrum was a skilled Viking warrior who was a leader of the Great Heathen Army that conquered much of eastern England.

	He lost to Alfred at the Battle of Edington in 878 and converted to Christianity in exchange for continuing as king of East Anglia.

	He became allies with Alfred and defended Alfred’s interests in East Anglia against any future attacks.










Alfred began the process of uniting England into one country



	Alfred managed to unite the Anglo-Saxons to fight for him by promoting himself as the defender of Christianity against heathens.

	After decades of anarchy in England, Alfred’s armies eventually managed to defeat the Vikings and even win back some territory from Danish control.

	Alfred wanted England to be a united country and his victories made this seem possible.

	Alfred is remembered as a wise ruler who introduced a new law code and schools to train priests and secular administrators (judges, etc.), and encouraged the nobles at court to study as well as fight.







OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		My revision planner



		British Thematic Study



		Part 1 Conquered and conquerors



		1.1 The Viking invasions



		1.2 The Anglo-Saxons fight back against Viking rule



		1.3 King Cnut, Emma of Normandy and the North Sea Empire



		1.4 A Norman kingdom and ‘Angevin Empire’



		1.5 The birth of English identity: The Hundred Years War and its impact on England’s development









		Part 2 Looking west



		2.1 Sugar and the Caribbean



		2.2 The development and impact of the slave trade



		2.3 Colonisation in North America



		2.4 The American War of Independence



		2.5 Migrants to and from Britain – three case studies









		Part 3 Expansion and empire



		3.1 Expansion in India



		3.2 The Great Rebellion, 1857



		3.3 Expansion in Africa



		3.4 British involvement in South Africa and the Boer War



		3.5 Migration to, from and within Britain in the nineteenth century









		Part 4 Britain in the twentieth century



		4.1 The end of empire



		4.2 The Suez Crisis and independence in Africa



		4.3 The legacy of empire



		4.4 Britain’s relationship with Europe and its impact



		4.5 Factors and change and continuity









		Exam focus



		Glossary



		Backcover











Guide





		Cover



		Copyright



		My Revision Planner



		Part 1 Conquered and conquerors











Pages





		cover



		fm1



		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		backcover











OEBPS/OEBPS/images/title.jpg
my revision notes

AQA GCSE (9-1) History

MIGRATION,
EMPIRES AND
THE PEOPLE

c790 TO THE PRESENT DAY

Derek Moir
Thabo Stuck

G HpRER

AN HAGHETTE UK COMPANY





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/image004-00.jpg
MIX v

Paper from

responsible sources
ESC st soue @Az





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/image006-00.jpg
Comprehending and evaluating
sources - you will need to be able to
look carefully at the content and
provenance of a source and use your
own knowledge in order to judge its
usefulness for understanding a topic

Explaining developments - you will
need to identify and explain the impact
of a development both at the time and
over time

THE
THEMATIC
STUDY

Comparing events - you wil
need to identify key features of
events or developments, from
different time periods, and explain
how similar o different they are

Comparing factors - you will
need to use evidence to compare
the role of several different factors
across time

Coming to overall judgements - you will need to make sophisticated
judgements based upon the range of evidence used in your answer. You will
need to write these in a clear and persuasive manner






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/image009-00.jpg
£ English territory
1 Danish or

765 BambBurgh | _ Norse tertitory
2 [ Celtic lands

% £ swamy
Durham P

STRATHCIYDE

Yorke

2

&

Lichfield ™ o
Megcia

LEIKES‘E'
Encus:
Wass  MERIA Kpgpom o

Wantage ST or
Chippenhiame ‘; Rochester

“Carttdrbury

«Cambridge

L et wiesso- P sWinchester
xeter

Wardharn






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
my revision notes

A GCSE { 9-1) History |

MIGRATION
EMPIRES AND
THE PEOPLE

c790 TO THE PRESENT DAY

Derek Moir
Thabo Stuck






