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Kyoto. Kee-oh-toe! She feels so weirdly at home. She is 


herself, Mina, but it’s like there’s another Mina waiting to be 


discovered or created here.


“That’s travel,” says her mum. “Turns the world into 


somewhere else and turns you into someone else.”















This morning they’re off to the Golden Temple. They’re 


on a packed bus. Mina stands squashed in the aisle. Her 


mum’s watching for the temple stop. She keeps turning  


and peering through the bodies. Mina waves: don’t worry. 


Look! Here I am!


There’s a woman sitting on a seat beside her.  


The woman appears to be completely on her own.  


She’s calmly folding a square sheet of paper.



























She folds it edge to edge, point to point. She opens it, 


closes it, tugs and teases it into shape. Her lips move, as if 


she’s silently singing in time with the movement of her 


fingers. She swiftly makes a little boat. She holds it on her 


open palm and moves her hand gently back and forward, up 


and down. It’s like she’s on the bus but not on the bus. The 


boat moves as if it’s floating on a lake inside the bus that’s 


there for anyone to know.
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