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1.


TABLES AND DESKS


Kick back and enjoy your favourite magazine, write something or eat dinner while sipping an ice-cooled drink. Just don’t forget those faithful objects that serve them up to you. Their function is simple: to create a surface to hold things and elevate them to a useful height. The myth is that, only here for support, they should do so quietly.


In this chapter are seven designs that speak up. They are unconventional in materials, process and design and refuse to speak quietly. These designers hail from different parts of the world, but all speak the same language: resourceful design. Common industrial materials like PVC, plumbing pipe, wooden dowels, concrete, Styrofoam and windows have been recontextualized to serve you in a less quiet way. These designs go beyond a place for a conversation and become the conversation piece itself.




NEWSPAPER TABLE


MALAFOR


The idea behind the Newspaper Table is to create a unique experience for readers. Typically, tables have a fiat surface to place items on, with magazines and newspapers usually stacked or hidden on a shelf below. This table was created especially for periodicals and presents them to the user in an innovative way. Unlike a stack where only the top one is visible, the many holders of the Newspaper Table allow the user to display more than one favourite magazine. The colours, images and graphics from each periodical become elements for the user to arrange, allowing them to complete the design.


Black PVC pipes are used to carry water from one place to another, so perhaps it’s fitting that they are here re-purposed to bring information to the reader. A simple cylinder pipe is cut at two lengths to form the legs and newspaper holders. The curves of the pipes naturally nestle into each other and are permanently held together with PVC glue and a rubber strap. The process is repeated to create the desired shape. The Newspaper Table was last exhibited at the ‘dizajn = designs’ exhibition at the Polish Institute in Berlin in 2009.


The same principle of PVC pipes and cargo straps is used to form the bookshelf on page 46.


[image: image]


Adapt the design The table can work as two separate tables or as one large table with two units put together. Create a tiered version with the longer tubes running through two or more levels.
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You will need:


Materials


_ Black plastic water pipe, 77mm diameter, 8m long


_ Rubber strap, 6mm wide, 2.5m long


_Strong PVC glue


Tools


_Hacksaw


_Drill with 6mm bit
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_With a small hacksaw cut:


_57 pieces of pipe 100mm long


_4 pieces of pipe 500mm long.
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_Drill two 6mm holes on one of the short pieces of pipe.
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_Starting from the centre, glue the pipes together as in the drawing.
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_Tie a knot in the rubber strap.
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_Put the rubber through the first hole.


_Run the rubber strap around the outside of the table.


_Put the second end of the rubber strap through the second hole.


_Pull the rubber tight and tie a knot.


6


[image: image]


_Once the glue is dry, turn the table over and start adding magazines.
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_Alternatively, make shelves (see page 46).




ULTRA-CONDUCTIVE TABLE


PAUL LOEBACH


This side table grew out of Paul Loebach’s Himmeli lighting collection, in which the lights are constructed using tied aluminium tubes. The lights were originally inspired by traditional Scandinavian Christmas crafts made of tied straws. These tied-straw crafts are found in many other countries too.


From this tradition comes the Ultra-Conductive Table. The table was originally designed for a special exhibition ‘McMasterpieces’ in New York City, in which every object in the show was to be made from raw parts ordered from the American classic McMaster-Carr hardware catalogue. The design’s strong structural framework relies on the basic principal of triangulation, in which the negative space of each intersection of tubes forms a triangle. This triangular structure gives the table a crystalline appearance that plays off the shiny copper material and creates a surprisingly strong and stable form.
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You will need:


Materials


_ Alloy 101 ultra-conductive copper tubing, 22mm diameter, 8.76m long


_ About 50 large cable ties


_Sheet of 10mm thick toughened glass measuring 355 x 355mm


Tools


_Pipe cutter
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_Using a pipe cutter, cut the copper tubing to the following lengths:


_Four x 279.5mm (part A)


_Four x 470mm (part B)


_Four x 343mm (part C)


_Four x 356mm (part D)


_Four x 216mm (part E)


_Four x 525mm (part F).
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_Using a loop of cable ties lashed together, assemble parts A, B and C, as shown. ‘Daisy chain’ the ties together as needed.


_Make a total of four triangles, each made up of parts A, B and C.
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_Create four loops through each of the top sections, adding the top pieces (parts D).
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_Create four loops through each of the bottom sections and add the lower pieces (parts E).


_Create four loops through each of the diagonal sections and add the diagonal pieces (parts F).


5
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_Set glass on top and enjoy!
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NESTING/ STACKING TABLES


FLORIAN KRÄUTLI


This design was originally intended as an expandable table. The idea was to create something that could be transformed from tall and narrow, to low and wide, like a ball of clay that you can mould tall or press fiat. The designer tried an elaborate solution experimenting with cardboard models as well as computer simulations. All the results were too complicated and not very elegant. The current design solves the problem by forming a high table by just stacking several small tables on top of each other, and a low and wide table by placing them next to each other.


The tables are almost like building bricks and invite you to experiment with different configurations. To make this possible without back pain, they have to be very light and are constructed out of a hollow shell with sheets of insulation material for stability. But you could also use a honeycombed cardboard structure or rotation-moulded plastic as a base material. Feel free to experiment!
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You will need:


Materials


_One and a half sheets of MDF, 4 x 1220 x 2440mm


_ Four sheets of insulation Styrofoam 32 x 500 x 1000mm (you can also glue two 16mm thick pieces together using Styrofoam glue or white glue)


_One sheet of insulation Styrofoam 12 x 500 x 1000mm


_Wood glue


_Tape (to hold the pieces together while drying)


Tools


_Saw (table saw is ideal)


_Sharp knife or saw (to cut the Styrofoam)
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_Cut the MDF to the following sizes (see the image above for the numbers of the different tables):


For the feet


_Six x 492 x 32mm (part A)


_Six x 492 x 40mm (part B)


_Twelve x 492 x 24mm (part C)


_Eight x 492 x 12mm (part D)


_Twelve x 20 x 20mm (part E)


For table 1


_Two x 492 x 340mm (part 1F)


_One x 492 x 528mm (part 1G)


_Four x 400 x 40mm (part 1H)


_Two x 600 x 36mm (part 1I)


_Two x 492 x 436mm (part 1J)


_One x 600 x 500mm (part 1K)


For table 2


_Two x 492 x 239mm (part 2F)


_One x 492 x 446mm (part 2G)


_Four x 299 x 40mm (part 2H)


_Two x 518 x 36mm (part 2I)


_Two x 492 x 335mm (part 2J)


_One x 518 x 500mm (part 2K)


For table 3


_Two x 492 x 138mm (part 3F)


_One x 492 x 364mm (part 3G)


_Four x 198 x 40mm (part 3H)


_Two x 436 x 36mm (part 3I)


_Two x 492 x 234mm (part 3J)


_One x 500 x 436mm (part 3K)


For table 4


_Two x 492 x 117mm (part 4F)


_One x 492 x 322mm (part 4G)


_Four x 117 x 20mm (part 4H)


_Two x 354 x 16mm (part 4I)


_Two x 492 x 133mm (part 4J)


_One x 500 x 354mm (part 4K).


_Cut the Styrofoam to the following sizes:


_Two x 492 x 400 x 32mm (part 1L)


_One x 492 x 592 x 32mm (part 1M)


_Two x 492 x 299 x 32mm (part 2L)


_One x 492 x 510 x 32mm (part 2M)


_Two x 492 x 198 x 32mm (part 3L)


_One x 492 x 428 x 32mm (part 3M)


_Two x 492 x 117 x 12mm (part 4L)


_One x 492 x 346 x 12mm (part 4M)


_Six x 492 x 20 x 12mm (part N).


2
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Assembling the feet


_ The build process is the same for tables 1, 2 and 3 (the three larger tables).


_Use wood glue to stick together MDF parts A, B, C, D. Parts E are for the small covering ends.


_Strengthen the structure and keep it lightweight by adding Styrofoam part N to fill the void.


_Use tape to hold the pieces in place while they dry.


_Repeat, making six feet in total.
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Assembling the inner structure


_For table 1 (the largest), follow the assembly shown top, gluing the pieces together.


_For tables 2 and 3 replace parts 1F–1I with 2F–2I (for table 2) and 3F–3I (for table 3).


_For table 4 (the smallest), follow the assembly shown bottom.


4
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Assembling the outer structure


_For table 1, follow the assembly shown here, gluing the pieces together.


_For tables 2, 3 and 4, replace parts 1J–1M with 2J–2M (for table 2), 3J–3M (for table 3) and 4J–4M (for table 4).


5
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_Nest, stack and then experiment with different configurations.


[image: image]


[image: image]




RESILIENCE TABLE


JULIA LOHMANN


Designed in response to a brief set by the Design Miami/Basel design fair, this table made of concrete and wool was based on the designer’s research into man-made structures that are exposed to the elements, re-conquered by nature or demolished by humans. The table reverses the qualities we normally associate with man-made and natural materials. The designer wanted to let the wool and concrete ‘dance with one another, and through their interaction reveal their unexpected strengths and weaknesses’.


To make the table she cast concrete, which we normally think of as a strong, structural and long-lasting material, in a fiat panel shape and, while still wet, pressed a woollen rug into the material. Massaging the liquid concrete into the fibres bonded the two materials together.


Then, turning destructive force into a creative tool and using the ‘undesirable’ effects of decay as a design feature, she broke up the shapes when the concrete had almost completely set. The wool, normally seen as organic and transient, now shows its strength, holding the cracked panel together.


The next step was to reconfigure the fragmented concrete and wool panel into a usable three-dimensional form, i.e. that of a bridge-like table, and then to stabilize it. She did this by applying a second coat of concrete to the underside of the table.


The ‘Resilience’ process allows the creation of a wide range of unique objects based on shapes cast in a single mould. For another concrete piece, see page 112.




You will need:


Materials


_ Fine-grain concrete mix (such as Jesmonite), approx. 150 litres


_Scrap wood, large and small pieces


_Shaggy woollen rug


_Wire mesh or fibreglass netting (optional)


_Plasticine (to waterproof the mould)


_Paper (for model)


Tools


_Several clamps, allow one for every 60mm


_Strong shearing scissors to cut carpet


_Hammer


_Wooden or metal rod to break the concrete


You will also need a fiat surface larger than your table to which you can clamp the frame.
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_Make a 1:10 paper model of the table design you want.


_Ensure that your breaks total an approximate right angle. This will ensure the table is stable.


2
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_Flatten the paper and mark on the folds.


_Take measurements of the paper and scale them up x 10.
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_Find or cut a smooth fiat surface slightly larger than your table.


_Make a mould by cutting lengths of wood about 20mm deep and attaching them to the fiat surface with clamps or screws.


_Waterproof the mould with plasticine by rubbing it into the cracks. Otherwise the concrete might spill out.


_Prepare a shaggy woollen rug by cutting it to the shape of your mould. The rug will stretch about 20mm on each side when it gets wet, so cut it 20mm shorter on each side.


_Mix the concrete and fill your mould to about 20mm deep.


_Knock the wood with a hammer to get all the air bubbles out.


_Massage some wet concrete into the hairs of the rug.


_Carefully place the shaggy rug into the wet concrete, hairs down. Make sure the concrete and wool bond well. Massage the rug in and press it down. It should sit in the concrete without any air between.
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