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FOREWORD
 
by Neil Gaiman


There are no beat poets out there, reciting beat poetry in beat coffee houses. But there is Tim Minchin. And there is Storm.



Tim Minchin is an Australian gentleman, sometimes to be found barefoot and in guyliner doing the kind of hardcore atheist one-man-at-a-piano gig that ends with the whole audience in tears singing Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’, sometimes to be found writing musicals like Matilda with genuinely smart lyrics that are actually about something good, like literacy, and using intelligence. He’s a really nice man.
Storm is probably really nice too, although she drove Tim to beat poetry and Shakespeare. But Storm doesn’t listen.
I grew up surrounded by Storms of all shapes and kinds; emotionally, my heart is with them. That I have not named a character Storm is only because there’s one already in the X-Men, and is no evidence of virtue on my part. It’s just my head, my foolish, rational head, that keeps reminding me that, as Carl Sagan pointed out, ‘extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence’.
(Although now I come to think of it, I do not remember Carl Sagan ever 
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