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This book was produced as part of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation´s Create Initiative. The initiative partners young Indigenous women with publishers and mentors to create (produce stories), cultivate (build knowledge) and motivate (grow self-esteem).
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Introduction



As a Wiradjuri woman, author and Lifetime Ambassador for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, it has been a very personal experience for me working on this anthology with such a deadly group of students from the Tiwi Islands.
	Nginingawila Ngirramini means `Our Story´ and this book celebrates the diverse voices of nine talented and motivated young women, who have enthusiastically engaged with the gruelling process of writing to deadlines, while being true to their own creativity. 
	Whether writing about their Elders, family, music or sporting legends as their heroes, the authors within have demonstrated respect and gratitude for those who have impacted most on their lives through work and leadership. 
	Stories of sacred places highlight the connection and appreciation of their country as well as enticing readers to visit the stunning Tiwi Islands north of Darwin, where the Arafura Sea joins the Timor Sea. 
	There have been fewer than ten titles published in the last decade that include content or authors from the Tiwi Islands. I am proud to be part of creating a new contribution that adds something significant to the Australian literary landscape.
	In 1993 I visited Pularumpi (Garden Point) on Melville Island and experienced the Tiwi community for the first time. I may never get back there but now I´m not so sad, because the words and images within Nginingawila Ngirramini will carry me there every time I pick up this book.
	I urge readers to accept this volume for what it is – a celebration of pride in being Tiwi and all that life entails for these young authors.
Dr Anita Heiss
Author and ILF Ambassador
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Introduction



I   was so pleased when I was asked to be part of the process of bringing this book together. Not only did I have the pleasure of working with nine outstanding young women and their teachers for three days, but I had the fun of tag-teaming with the  wonderful Anita Heiss.  
	I´d met a few Tiwi girls at Indigenous Literacy Foundation events, and I knew them to be warm, funny, and clever (as well as being fantastic at footy), but I wasn´t prepared for how moving I found much of their writing. It´s been an honour to be involved. I´ve learnt a lot. About Tiwi, sure, but also about friendship and acceptance and camaraderie between girls who are united by pride in their heritage and by ambition to be the best people they can be.
	I´m very proud to have my name in this book, but don´t think Anita and I wrote anything other than this introduction – all the rest of this book is the Tiwi girls´ own words … and those words are worth reading.
Pamela Freeman Author
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Bobette Joran



Bobette Joran is from the Wantarringuwi (sun)skin group, and her totem is crocodile. This is Bobette´s third book, with the other two being Bangs 2 Jurrukuk and Tiwi Girl.  
Bobette has proven to be a great athlete and a dedicated member of the Tiwi College senior girls class. Her favourite food is curry chicken. Her favourite footy team is the Sydney Swans and her favourite player is Adam Goodes. Bobette likes to work towards long-term goals. When she finishes school she plans on being a police officer.
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