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CHAPTER ONE

Christmas is Coming!

“Jingle bells, jingle bells …” Mia sang as she sat on her bed, knitting a scarf. Happiness was fizzing through her. It was Christmas – her favourite time of year. She had decorated her bedroom with paper chains and had hung an orange studded with cloves from her wardrobe door. It was making her room smell sweet and spicy.

The scarf was going to be her mum’s Christmas present. She couldn’t wait to see her face when she unwrapped it on Christmas Day.

Just then, her bedroom door opened. Mia quickly pushed the scarf under her pillow. But it wasn’t Mum, it was her little sister, Elsie.



“Mia! Mia! Look what I made at playgroup!” Elsie said, skipping in, her blonde bunches bouncing. “But promise you won’t tell Mummy. It’s a surprise.”

“I promise I won’t tell,” said Mia, with a smile. “What is it?”

Elsie opened her hand and showed Mia a necklace she had made from pasta shells painted gold. “Do you like it?” Elsie asked. “It’s great,” Mia said enthusiastically.
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“What are you giving Mummy?” Elsie asked.


Mia pulled the scarf out from under her pillow. “This.”

“That’s pretty,” said Elsie, stroking it. “Are you making a scarf for Charlotte, too?”

Charlotte was Mia’s best friend. She used to live nearby, but she and her family had moved to America earlier in the year. “No,” said Mia. “It’s really hot in California – far too hot to wear a scarf.”

“Hot? At Christmas time?” said Elsie.

Mia nodded, thinking about the last time she had talked to Charlotte on the computer. Charlotte had been wearing shorts!

“So, what are you giving her?” asked Elsie.

“I’m knitting her a Christmas stocking,” said Mia. “I’m going to put her favourite English sweets inside.” She had an idea. “Why don’t you make her a card? We could post it with my present. She’d love that.”

“OK,” said Elsie eagerly. “I’ll go and get my crayons.” She ran off.

Mia thought wistfully about Charlotte. They’d always done so much together at Christmas time. They’d gone shopping and carol singing, visited Santa at the shopping centre, made Christmas decorations and baked mince pies together. And of course, when they were younger, they’d been in the school Nativity play every year. It was so odd not having her around at Christmas time.

She glanced down at the pendant shaped like half a heart that hung from a golden chain around her neck. Charlotte had the other half of the heart. But they weren’t just necklaces, they were part of an amazing secret that the girls shared.

Mia could still hardly believe it, but their necklaces were magic! They transported her and Charlotte to a beautiful place called Wishing Star Palace. On their first visit, they had discovered that they’d been chosen to train as Secret Princesses – special people who could use magic to make wishes come true. It was the most amazing thing that had ever happened to her! Best of all, she and Charlotte could still see each other lots!

Mia smiled and touched her necklace as she remembered the four Secret Princess adventures she and Charlotte had already shared. We’re so lucky, she thought. It was the best feeling ever when she and Charlotte used magic to make someone happy.

A tingle ran across her fingertips and the pendant started to shine softly. Mia caught her breath as excitement rushed through her.

“I wish that I could see Charlotte!” she whispered quickly.

WHOOSH!

Golden light flooded out of the pendant, swirling around her in a sparkling cloud. Mia felt herself being lifted up and carried away in a tunnel of light. For a moment, she wondered what Elsie would say when she came back into her bedroom but then she remembered that time always stood still while she and Charlotte were away on a magical adventure.

Mia’s feet touched the ground and she opened her eyes. She was in the garden of Wishing Star Palace, but she’d never seen it look this beautiful. The lawn was covered in a blanket of sparkling snow! The trees had glittering icicles in all different colours hanging from their branches and little robins flew about, singing sweetly.
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Glancing down, Mia gave a little squeal of excitement. Her jeans and jumper had transformed into her beautiful golden princess dress and she was now wearing cosy lace-up boots. There was a white fake-fur wrap around her shoulders and fluffy mittens hanging on a silver ribbon around her neck. Putting her hand to her head, she felt her jewelled tiara there and glowed with pride. She and Charlotte had earned their proper Secret Princess tiaras at the end of their last adventure, when they had passed the first stage of their princess training.





THUMP! A snowball hit her back. She spun round and saw Charlotte grinning at her. She was wearing her gorgeous pink princess dress and her sparkling diamond tiara was nestling in her curly brown hair. “Sorry! I couldn’t resist. I’ve missed the snow so much!” Charlotte said. Then she ran across the grass and flung her arms round Mia.

They spun each other round, laughing. “Doesn’t it look beautiful!” said Mia.
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Charlotte nodded. “And guess what? The icicles are all different flavours!” She broke a pink one off and handed it to Mia. “I think this one is watermelon.” Mia licked it. The icicle tasted like strawberries to her, but whatever flavour it was, it was delicious!

Charlotte broke a lime-green icicle off for herself. “Yum! Kiwi fruit!”

“Let’s see if we can find the princesses,” Mia said eagerly. “They must have brought us here for a reason.”

“Maybe someone’s wish needs granting!” Charlotte said.

“You don’t suppose Princess Poison could be causing trouble again?” Mia asked as they hurried across the lawn.

Princess Poison was a Secret Princess who had turned bad. Instead of using her magic to help people, she used it to spoil wishes. Every time she stopped a wish being granted, she became more powerful. She, and her horrible servant, Hex, had tried to stop Charlotte and Mia on all of their adventures so far.

“Well, if she is, we’ll just have to stop her,” Charlotte said firmly.

On their adventures, they had defeated Princess Poison four times. By doing so, they had repaired Wishing Star Palace, which had been damaged by the wishes Princess Poison had spoiled.

Now, as Wishing Star Palace loomed in front of them, Mia and Charlotte gasped out loud. Not only did it look shiny and new, it had been decorated for Christmas! The walls were covered with pretty, twinkling fairy lights and big, beautiful garlands of holly decorated the windowsills. A wreath made of sparkling golden stars hung on the front door. But it wasn’t the gorgeous decorations that caught Mia’s attention.

“Look!” she cried, pointing at the five animals frolicking in front of the palace. “Reindeer!”
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CHAPTER TWO

A Mysterious Christmas Card

Mia and Charlotte hurried through the snow. The reindeer trotted over to greet them. Their coats were silky and their eyes were a deep, dark brown.

“Hello, there,” murmured Mia, stroking the reindeer’s soft fur.

“They’re so gorgeous,” said Charlotte.
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Mia giggled as the reindeer’s warm breath tickled her skin.

The reindeer seemed to like the fuss. They pushed their heads against the girls, snorting softly.

“Hello, girls!” A beautiful princess with short dark hair came out of the palace. She was wearing a bright blue dress and carrying a basket brimming with carrots.

“Princess Ella!” exclaimed Charlotte.

Princess Ella hugged them. “It’s lovely to see you. We’re decorating the palace for Christmas and thought you might like to help.” She giggled as one of the reindeer tried to steal carrots from her basket. “Belle, stop it! Don’t be naughty! I think I’d better feed them,” she said. “Would you like to help me, girls?”

They nodded eagerly. Princess Ella gave them both a handful of carrots. The reindeer crunched them up happily.
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