















Tips for Dirt-Cheap Gardening



Excerpted from Dirt-Cheap Gardening


by Rhonda Massingham Hart





7 Ways to Increase Your Plantings Cheaply



Obtaining plants for your garden can run up potentially enormous expenses in your gardening budget, depending on the plants you want and how you go about getting them. However, with a little investigation and some hands-on propagation, you can be thrifty and have all your favorite plants.


[image: Image] Invest in longer-living plants and perennials that will come back year after year.


The longer a plant lives, the more you will get for your money. Like us, plants have a somewhat predetermined life span. The entire life cycle of annuals is a single growing season, while perennials come back year after year. Although annuals are cheaper than perennials, you must replace them every year. A dollar spent on a six-pack of petunias may seem like a bargain compared to $3 for a single candytuft, until you multiply the cost over several years. You only pay for perennials once.


[image: Image] Choose disease-resistant varieties for longer-lived plants.


Two rosebushes are next to each other in a border garden. One is practically defoliated, with the remaining leaves covered in black blotches. The other has full leaves and boasts blooms to boot. What makes the difference? Some plants are just naturally more resistant to disease than others. Physical and chemical attributes account for much of the mystique of natural resistance. We may not always know why some plants resist illness, but we do know disease resistance exists. Unfortunately, resistance often varies with climate or locale. Still, resistant varieties help save money otherwise spent fighting plant diseases or replacing lost plants. Look for varieties that are resistant to diseases particularly prevalent in your area.


Don’t assume that because you bought certified disease-free plants or resistant varieties, your plants will never get sick. The rest is up to you. Just as you can keep susceptible plants healthy with proper care, disease-resistant plants can get sick if not maintained properly.


RECOMMENDED DISEASE-RESISTANT VARIETIES






	Plant


	Resistant Varieties







	Fruit


	 







	Hardy Kiwi


	Issai







	Raspberry


	Many varieties







	Strawberry


	Allstar, Earliglow, Guardian, Surecrop







	Wineberry


	Rubus phoenicolasius







	Vegetables


	 







	Asparagus


	Jersey Giant, Mary Washington







	Bean (snap)


	Derby, Greensleeves, Tendercrop, Top Crop







	Bean (pole)


	Kentucky Wonder







	Bean (lima)


	Eastland







	Broccoli


	Green Comet, Emperor Hybrid







	Corn


	Burpee’s Honeycross, Camelot (white)







	Cucumber


	Early Pride Hybrid, Salad Bush Hybrid, Sweet







	 


	Success, Amira Hybrid







	Eggplant


	Vittoria Hybrid







	Melon


	Ambrosia Hybrid, Bush Charleston Gray, Ediato







	 


	Muskmelon, Dixie Queen, Sweet’n Early Hybrid,







	 


	Sweet Dream Hybrid, Sweet Favorite







	Pea


	Green Arrow, Maestro, Sugar Bon, Sugar Snap







	Pepper


	Golden Summer Hybrid, Gypsy Hybrid, Bell Boy,







	 


	Lemon Bell







	Potato


	Kennebec







	Pumpkin


	Baby Bear







	Spinach


	Melody Hybrid







	Tomato


	Super Beefstake, Roma, Better Boy, Parks Whopper,







	 


	Better Bush, Celebrity, Big Pick







	Watermelon


	Crimson Sweet







	Turfgrass*


	 







	Bluegrass


	A-34, Birka, Nugget, Sydsport







	Fescues


	Biljart, Highlight, Scaldis







	Bentgrass


	Northland, Waukanda







	Ryegrass


	Derby Ensporta







	 


	*For best disease resistance use a blend of three or more bluegrasses and fescues for lawns.







	Trees


	 







	Apple


	Liberty, Priscilla, Prima







	Chinese Chestnut


	Dynham Hybrids







	Flowers


	 







	Coreopsis


	Early Sunrise







	Geranium


	Tetraploid hybrids







	Marigold


	Marvel hybrids







	Nicotiana


	All varieties







	Roses


	Rugosa species and hybrids







	Zinnia


	Star White
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