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			“For every minute spent in organizing, an hour is earned.” 


			—Benjamin Franklin


			 


			Introduction Sometimes it seems you are what you own. We know that feeling. Like everyone, we aspire to sanity and order in our daily lives. But unlike most people, we devote our working hours to discovering and exploring inviting, serene homes. We here at Remodelista are a group of design-minded friends who make it our mission to decode all the details that go into well-put-together living quarters. And we strive to practice what we preach in our own homes, whether tiny studios or family houses, where we pare down, put away, and purchase thoughtfully—some days more successfully than others, but always with an invisible safety net of order.


			We can help you achieve this clarity, too. With a little thought and effort, your home can become a place you look forward to returning to every day. It will feel not only more organized but also more spacious, lighter, and calmer. You will spend less time searching for misplaced keys and eyeglasses, and you won’t need to hide so many things in drawers, because you’ll love what you have.


			Storage may be the underpinning of every uncluttered dwelling, but so much of what we’ve read on the subject is all about order over beauty. Our approach to solving organizational woes doesn’t involve sacrificing style. We believe in focusing on the basics and celebrating the stuff of everyday life. We are advocates of the well-made and the utilitarian, such as straw baskets, canvas bins, and wooden peg rails. And we’re all about arranging belongings in ways that aren’t just tidy but also enhance your routine. Whether you’re a minimalist or a collector, if you follow our lead, you’ll have fewer but better things in your life and more moments of inspiration and satisfaction as you move through your day.


			In this volume, we begin with the Remodelista organizational philosophy. Then, room by room, we present solutions for conquering the most challenging zones in your home—illustrated with hundreds of inspiring photographs by Matthew Williams, our talented collaborator. Along the way, we offer solutions to common blights, such as toilet brushes and snaking electrical cords, and share tips gleaned from innovative, organization-minded pros, from boat designers to kindergarten teachers. We conclude with our 75 favorite storage staples and a compendium of resources, including alternatives to household plastics and how to get rid of unwanted items of all sorts.


			The result: easy-to-maintain spaces that are both orderly and artful, personal and purposeful. Because ultimately, the goal isn’t a flawless, impossible-to-maintain showcase. The aim is an unencumbered life in a house that makes you happy. 


	

			The Art of Order: A Manifesto


			We believe in better living through organization. Here are eight ways to get there.


			01


			Buy fewer (and better) things. Resist impulse and stopgap purchases. Instead, zero in on quality.


			02


			Donate the stuff you don’t use. That includes unwanted gifts. Let someone else put your castoffs to good use.


			03


			Shop your own house. A surprising array of storage challenges can be solved with a well-made basket, tray, or hook—chances are, you already own most of the supplies that you need.


			04


			Steal ideas from organizational masters. Experts, such as hoteliers and shopkeepers, know how to come up with novel, affordable approaches to storage.


			05


			Ditch the plastic. Seek out products made of sustainable natural materials, such as wood, glass, and ceramic. They’re better for the planet, and you won’t have to stash them out of sight.


			06


			Know what you’ve got. Ample storage is not necessarily a good thing. We’ve been conditioned to think that huge closets are desirable, but the truth is, they can encourage you to avoid pruning your belongings (and to lose track of what you have).


			07


			Establish habits and routines that simplify your life: always keep your keys and eyeglasses in designated spots. (See “Daily Rituals,” for more.)


			08


			Relax and make yourself at home. Too much enforced order is uninviting for occupants and guests alike; rooms are for living.
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			12 Universal Storage Tactics


			You don’t need cavernous closets and built-in cabinetry to have an orderly household. But you do need a place for everything. Here are our favorite organizational tricks to deploy all over the house. Look for them put into practice throughout the book.
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			Tactic 01


			Hang It


			Lacking drawer space? Hooks, pegs, and peg rails are the answer for keeping things organized and handy. The beauty of this approach is threefold: these solutions often cost next to nothing, they’re good-looking (even a nail has an honest charm), and they’re easy to use, so everyone can be brought on board.
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			Tactic 02


			Cart It


			From bar carts to industrial trolleys, there’s a range of compact wheeled storage ideal for corralling collections of items in one place. Carts, of course, are easy to move, so they can be rolled out for use or tucked away as needed.
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			Tactic 03


			Label It


			Name what you’ve got and you’ll know what you’ve got—and where it goes. How else do you think a cockpit or an operating room functions? Use a Sharpie and tape (we like washi tape—made of rice paper—because it’s removable). Or tie on stationery store tags. Sold on your label maker? Use it behind the scenes. For displayed goods, hand lettering is nicer to look at.
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			Tactic 04


			Tray It


			Grouping objects on trays is the equivalent of adding frames to artwork: trays are the finishing touch that elevates what they contain and creates cohesion. Equally important, trays prevent things from getting lost: they provide a home for small, loose items of all sorts.
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			Tactic 05


			Shelve It


			Strategically placed shelves are one of the great organizational building blocks. All it takes are simple hardware store parts to create shelving, so plant a ledge wherever you can use one. For a list of ready-made shelving systems that we swear by, see page 210.
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			Tactic 06


			Stack It


			Kitchen tableware is made to stack. Books and magazines also stack well, both vertically and horizontally. So does firewood. And there’s a world of stacking furniture worth seeking out (like the Frosta stools from Ikea pictured above). Stacking is about using space efficiently, but stick to small numbers of items: you don’t want to live surrounded by Jenga towers.
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			Tactic 07


			Door It


			Like walls, doors can be used to hold hooks and all manner of purpose-built shelves and racks (the over-the-door metal hook above is by Yamazaki; the Container Store’s Elfa system also has good door-mounted options for pantry goods, entryway accessories, and more). Unlike walls, doors have two sides, so these solutions needn’t be in full view. A word of advice: resist outfitting every door; the goal is to create a few jangle-free spots in which to keep your most-used things.
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			Tactic 08


			Wrangle It


			A web of visible electrical cords is one of the biggest eyesores in a house. Tackle the situation like a gardener ousting weeds: take both gentle and, as needed, desperate measures. A simple metal binder clip curbs unruliness (see above), as does installing strategically placed electrical outlets all over, including on the floor near the sofa and in the back of bathroom drawers. Hide cords and routers in boxes. And use storage space to keep as much of the tangle as possible out of sight.
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			Tactic 09


			Decant It


			Stop the encroachment of unappealing, bulky packaging the way chefs and scientists do. New to decanting? Start in the kitchen by storing your olive oil, hand soap, and other liquids in pretty bottles and grains and pastas in canning jars. Not only will you gain shelf space, but you’ll also be able to see what you’ve got, and it will line up seamlessly. Then employ this strategy all over the house, for everything from paper clips to Legos.
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			Tactic 10


			Kit It


			Just about all of us have kits for certain everyday essentials: tools, first-aid supplies, sewing paraphernalia. Whether in a drawer, box, or other container, keeping related pieces in established places is a boon. So we’ve discovered that it makes good sense to assemble more kits for whatever it is you regularly need to do: pack a suitcase, send out a batch of thank-you notes, or throw an impromptu dinner party. You’ll discover our kits in every room in the book.
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			Tactic 11


			Sort It


			Group like with like and use matching storage items: uniformity telegraphs cohesion. Lining up identical things, such as wooden hangers (white for shirts, natural for pants), wire baskets, and cardboard binders, is a trick used by architects and designers to create a look of order.
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			Tactic 12


			Repurpose It


			Think outside the box when it comes to storage items: a magazine file mounted inside a cabinet door is exactly the right size for a lineup of kitchen wrap (see above); covered enamel kitchen containers make excellent bins for cotton balls, swabs, and other essentials. When objects are made with care, it shows—and they can be put to use just about anywhere.





	

			Daily Rituals


			For a sense of calm and control, these are the seven simple habits that we swear by. You should, too: they collectively take no more than a few minutes of effort each day, and they’re life-changing.




				01


			Make your bed every morning. Opt for a seasonal duvet with a cotton or linen cover (in lieu of a flat sheet) and this becomes a fifteen-second feat. Studies have shown that bed makers are not only more rested than non–bed makers but also happier, healthier, and more successful.







			02


			Hang up your coat on arrival; resist the urge to drape it on the nearest surface.







			03


			Keep your keys in a designated spot. (For easy solutions, Where to keep your keys.)







			04


			Tuck a lightweight market tote in your bag when you leave the house to avoid bringing home a stream of paper and plastic shopping bags.







			05


			Open mail daily. Then toss or file. 







			06


			Do a quick clean sweep before turning in at night. Wipe the kitchen counters, hang backpacks, and gather stray shoes in a basket. Bonus points: establish a charging station and religiously plug in your electronics at night. It’s nice to start the day at 100 percent.







			07


			Put away your clothes at bedtime: hang, fold, or toss in a laundry hamper. If you’re given to piling clothes on the floor or a chair, wall hooks are the answer.
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			The Entryway


			A clean entry is essential; no one wants to open the door to a mess. Make the effort to establish a well-thought-out entrance and it will change the course of your day—no more mornings spent on the hunt for errant objects. There are blessedly few requirements: keep your by-the-door items to a minimum, leave room to maneuver, and don’t treat this area as a dumping ground. What can’t be hung or stowed in a drawer or basket doesn’t belong. Once you’ve established a system, train yourself and the people you live with to use it: on arrival, always, always put your keys, coats, and bags in their assigned spots. It’s that simple.


			steal this look


			A Shaker-Style Entry


			A storage-lined open foyer is a great, versatile option for busy households. This one employs several items in “The Remodelista Storage 75” and takes inspiration from the Shaker use of peg rails to hang all manner of things. To assemble your own version, all you need is a sliver of hall off your front or back door. Here’s why this setup works.
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			1 Pegs close to the entrance help ensure that kids’ bags land in the right spot. (Parents’ bags go on the other end.)


			2  A peg rail can also be used as a picture rail. 


			3 	Designated coat pegs offer a spot for each family member.


			4 A Shaker-style hanging shelf from Pottery Barn provides a home for small items, including sunblock in a basket, keys, and a sunglasses tray.


			5 A chalkboard is used to mark daily reminders and important details, such as telephone numbers for babysitters to know.


			6 A canvas tote holds current favorite scarves and caps.


			7 An Ikea Tjusig bench doubles as a shoe rack; it has room for ten pairs.


			8 A bentwood tray is the landing spot for the daily mail.


			steal this look


			A Hardworking Family Mudroom


			This well-planned urban entry—designed by architect Annabelle Selldorf for a family of four—has a place for everything, from balls to backpacks and more. Here’s why it works.
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			1 Labeled canvas bins hold the daily essentials. There’s a bin for each member of the family, plus designated bins for hats, helmets, and shopping bags.


			2 Cubbies surround a long coat rail, offering multiple storage opportunities.


			3 A  canvas tote slung over a coat hanger creates a place to stash rackets.


			4 A Japanese circular hanger provides a pretty way to store scarves.


			5 An indoor doormat, a companion to one outside, helps keep dirt from being tracked in.


			6 A repurposed jelly-roll pan serves as a boot tray.


			steal this look


			A Versatile Apartment-Sized Entry


			For tight quarters and setups that lack a foyer, it’s easy to create your own entryway—especially if you begin with a freestanding design that covers the main bases. Bonus: this tidy ensemble can come with you if you move. Here’s why it works.
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			1 A wall-mounted entry unit offers places to hang as well as stow essentials. This Remodelista favorite is from Stattmann Neue Moebel in Germany (Crate & Barrel and Ikea both also sell good options). 


			2 A high shelf gathers hats and tote bags.


			3 Pegs serve as hanging places not just for coats but also for a dog leash, a leather key fob, and a portable light by Flos. 


			4 A small alarm clock helps keep proceedings on task. 


			5 A hanging mirror stands at the ready for that quick check before you head out the door. 


			6 Divided compartments contain zones for mail, keys, and loose change.


			7 A stool provides a perch for putting on and taking off shoes, and for reaching the top shelf. This one is an eBay purchase upgraded with Farrow & Ball gray paint.


			8 A sturdy basket is a place to toss shoes on arrival.


			9 A Muji umbrella bin works well as a yoga-mat holder.


			The Secret to a Streamlined Entry


			A little bit of daily maintenance goes a long way here, beginning with managing the mail. Digitize what you can. For the rest, pick a place to put the day’s mail (see Where to Keep Your Mail for some good solutions) and make a habit of going through it immediately, pitching what you don’t need and distributing the rest (consider establishing containers for personal correspondence, bills, magazines, and things to file). Then build in a seasonal deep clean following the guidelines below.
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			What to Toss


				• Broken umbrellas


				• Keys to nowhere


				• Orphaned gloves


				• Outgrown kids’ wear


				• Unused sports equipment and past-their-prime tennis balls


				• Junk mail


				• Unnecessary multiples of anything


				• Excess shoes and bags (the entry is only for those you use daily; relocate all others—and get rid of old favorites that have expired)


				• Out-of-season outerwear (unless you have a big closet that leaves room for guest coats, put bulky winter items into storage elsewhere in the house)


				For good ways to unload unwanted things, see What to Do with Excess Stuff.


			Where to Keep Your Keys


			Pick an option that works for you: hang, stow, or toss in a set spot. What matters is that you find a system and scrupulously stick with it. Here are four strategies we like.
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			Where to Keep Your Mail


			Incoming and outgoing letters can get lost in the shuffle, unless there’s one place they belong. Designate a landing zone and you’ll be able to keep track of important mail and guard against pileups. 
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			expert advice


			Think Like a Shaker


			The Shakers were the original minimalists. The egalitarian religious sect believed that living simply was a sacred calling and that cleanliness was godliness. We are continually inspired by their pared-down approach to design, which is all about smart storage. Here are five Shaker ideas to apply to your home from Lesley Herzberg, curator of Hancock Shaker Village in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
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				1	Discover the power of the peg rail. The Shakers wrapped whole rooms in these humble storage devices, deploying them both high and low, and often in double rows. The point, says Herzberg: “to make tidiness automatic.”


				2	Hang more than just clothes. Anything with a loop on it can be suspended from a peg: in the entryway pictured opposite, a shoehorn, mirror, key holder, and Stanley Ruiz maple clock are neatly arrayed.


				3	Love your broom. When the utilitarian is beautiful, it becomes decorative.


				4	Choose furniture that’s easy to move. This allows for adaptable spaces and simplifies floor cleaning. The Shaker signature slat-rail chair is intentionally light: when not in use, it can be hung on pegs (upside down to keep dust from settling on seats).


				5	Look within. Cupboards and bureaus are space hogs, but not if they’re built in. The Shakers turned the spaces between structural supports in their walls into drawers, shelves, and cabinets. Knock on walls with a carpenter and discover your own hidden storage world.


			Where to Corral the Footwear


			We’re proponents of shoe removal on arrival: It keeps the floors and hence the whole house cleaner. Here are some simple shoe storage options for the entry. 
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			Metal Tray


			Good for a few favorite pairs of shoes, and essential for muddy and wet gear. This one from Crate & Barrel is made of galvanized iron and has a doormat-like nubby rubber liner. (We also like jelly roll pans borrowed from the kitchen.)
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			Storage Bench


			Just about all entries could use one of these: a place to sit and stow your things. This limited-edition Ikea bench is one you could make yourself if you’re handy. The lid opens to reveal a trio of labeled Korbo baskets for slippers, shoes, and sneakers.
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			Cubbies


			An idea borrowed from the kindergarten classroom: segmented shelves with spots for everyone in the house. They’re available from the Container Store, among other sources. 
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