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Introduction 








Greetings, gentlefolk! 








The document you are about to peruse came into my possession 








via a circuitous route, of which gentle lips dare not speak. Suffice 








it to say, it is a chronicle of Hertfordshire society and of a family 








cursed with five daughters and a property entailed away from the 








female line. #womensrightsnow 








Thrown into uproar by the arrival in their small social sphere of 








not one, but two eligible SMLFs (single man, large fortune), the 








Bennet sisters must flirt, fight and overcome their own pride, and 








indeed prejudice (you see where I’m going with this), to secure 








their good fortunes. 








The following messages have been ‘hacked’ from the telephonic 








devices of the various actors in our drama and, via their private 








correspondences, offer a glimpse of the ups and downs, twists and 








turns, reversals and surprises that pave the way to the altar. (Spoiler 








alert.) 








Your correspondent, 








xoxo J. Austen 
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Dramatis Personae 








The Bennet Family 








Jane Bennet 








@JaneBennet 








beautiful, sweet and generous, but unfortunately 








penniless 








Elizabeth/Lizzy Bennet 








@pertopinionsfineeyes @excellentwalker 








arch, witty, pretty, but also sadly penniless 








Mary Bennet 








@ProudBluestocking 








all about those rewards of sober reflection 








Kitty Bennet 








@KittyCatB 








in the shadow of her sisters. Prone to giggling and 








profligate coughing 
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Lydia Bennet 








@LydiaBennet 








not shy in coming forward. A determined flirt 








despite being the youngest of all the Bennet 








sisters 








Mr Bennet 








@mrbennet 








long-suffering king of the sarcastic put-down 








Mrs Bennet 








@mrsbennet 








she may be a little extra, but someone has to get 








these five girls married off . . . 








The Bingleys and the Darcys 








Charles Bingley 








@abingleybingbong 








single man, large fortune, happy manners – says it 








all, really 








Caroline Bingley 








@carolineinthecity 








his sister. Her tongue is as sharp as her head- 








feathers are high. Determined to make herself Mrs 








Darcy at the earliest opportunity 
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Louisa Hurst 








@easylouisa 








Charles’s older, married sister. Plays extremely rapidly upon the 








pianoforte. Yes, she is judging your dress and decorum 








Mr Hurst 








Louisa’s husband. Loves port, sport, cards, a cheeky snooze on the 








chaise and nothing else 








Fitzwilliam Darcy 








@puttingonthefitz @derbyshirelad 








Charles’s BFF. Po-faced yet devastatingly 








handsome and absolutely minted. Not skilled at 








first impressions 








Georgiana Darcy 








@georgianadarcy 








his sister. Sweet and shy. Not sufficiently 








cad-resistant 








Colonel Fitzwilliam 








the Darcys’ cousin. Younger son of an earl and therefore tragically only 








partially well off 








Lady Catherine de Bourgh 








@herladyship 








the Darcys’ aunt. Terrifying and rich. Noble 








patroness of Mr Collins 
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Other characters 








George Wickham 








@keptfromthepulpit 








handsome and charming redcoat, hiding a terrible 








secret (or several) 








Colonel Forster, Denny, Carter 








the Hertfordshire militia, aka Redcoats on Tour. 








Mr and Mrs Gardiner 








uncle and aunt to the Bennet girls, residing in London 








Mr and Mrs Philips 








uncle and aunt to the Bennet girls, residing in nearby Meryton 








Sir William and Lady Lucas 








their recent ennoblement does not negate a lowly background in trade. 








On a rival mission to marry off several daughters of limited means 








Charlotte Lucas 








@CharlotteLucas 








their eldest daughter and Elizabeth’s BFF. Tragic 








spinster of 27 








Maria Lucas 








@marialikecareylucas 








her terrified younger sister 
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William Collins 








@thefunvicar 








cousin to Mr Bennet and future beneficiary of the 








Bennet estate, thanks to the patriarchy. Suitor to 








Lizzy/Charlotte (anyone will do, really) 








Hill and Sarah 








long-suffering servants to the Bennet family at Longbourn 








Nicholls 








servant to the Bingley family at Netherfield Park. Makes a mean white 








soup 








@NapoleonBonerPart 








mysterious online troll and notorious cad. Tradesmen, lock up your 








daughters 
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AskJane 











Logged in: Charles Bingley 








SEARCH HISTORY 








Rental property 3 billiard rooms plus 








Hertfordshire rental enough rooms to 








avoid sister 








Dance scene Hertfordshire 
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www.meryton.net 








a 










Meryton Community Discussion Forum 








Confined and unvarying since 1653 










15 August 1811 








Houses to let in the area 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



Capital Relocation 








Netherfield Park is available to let. 3br (billiard rooms), 16 servants, space 








for several uninvited house guests and a small ball of 200–300 people. 








Would suit a single young man of fortune looking for a starter mansion. 








Possible French sightings 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



unwedmaiden23 








Just a heads-up, saw someone hanging around the high street bonnet 








shop, could have been French, pretty sure he was hiding a baguette, 








stay safe people. 








Recycling news 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



Meryton District Council 








The rag and bone men come on Thursdays now. Please use the blue 








basket and do not mix up your rags and your bones!!! Very important. 








Comment 



/asimpleesquire 



someone left their rags in my bone box 








last week, pls remove before collection day is upon us. 








Free exchange 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



dashwood123 








Three servants, no longer needed but in good condition. Some wear 








and tear consistent with normal use. Getting rid due to sudden reversal 








of fortunes on death of father. Collection only. 
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Lonely hearts 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



missnotmrs 








Unmarried spinster, 25 but mostly own teeth, mild signs of 








consumption, seeks bachelor with 1,000 a year ONO. Widowers 








accepted. No cads or time wasters. 








Lost and found 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



Meryton Assembly Rooms 








Found: one corset after last Assembly Rooms dance, name ‘Lydia’ 








sewn inside. 








Plague news – how to stay compliant 








Latest Posts 








Posted by 



Public Health Hertfordshire 








Reminder that the plague is spreading in Hertfordshire. You must stay 








one swords-width/two pigs-width apart, wash your hands at least once 








a week, and shield your face with a veil or very long feather when 








visiting the bonnet shop or a sickly poor person for charitable good 








works. 








Comment 



/conspiracytheorist 



This is ridiculous, there is no plague 








in Meryton and it’s totally unfair we should be rated as Sphere 2 when 








Bedfordshire is Sphere 1. 








Comment 



/swordoftruth 



There is no plague anyway it’s a French 








conspiracy! Designed to boost the sales of face veils! 








Comment 



/smileysarah 



All you need to do is suck a lemon, 








everyone knows that 








Reply by /lemons4less 



I have two lemons for sale £1000 each 








no time wasters 
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Bingdar Group Chat 








a 








15 September 1811 








Charles 










Hey kinsfolk! And 



@Fitzwilliam 



my BFF 








(best Fitz forevaaa, lol!). Thinking about 








renting a small mansion for the autumn 








or longer. Bit sick of moving about 








between different AirHosteleries. 








What about Netherfield Park in 








Hertfordshire? 



https://capitalreloca- 








tion.com/NetherfieldPark 



It has 








three billiard rooms which is really the 








bare minimum tbh 








Caroline 








Urgh not another rental, Charles! When 








will you get on the property footstool? 








Charles 








No rush! Love moving about! Next 








gen can sort that out LOL 










Fitzwilliam 








Outside of London? What about 








the society though? 








Charles 








Country manners? Love ’em, mate! 
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Fitzwilliam 








Just seen the name of this group. 








Caroline, was this you? Change it 








please 








Caroline 








What about Bingley-Darcy? Has a 








nice ring to it 








Fitzwilliam 








What? 








Caroline 








Nothing. House looks decent 








enough to me, Charles bro, as long 








as you’ve got your favourite sister 








to keep house for you. . . 








Louisa 








Joint favourite! Me and Hubs will 








visit of course, won’t we 








@MrHurst? 








Mr Hurst 








Will there be any sport? 
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mumsofunweddaughters.net 








a 








Remember the rules of the group! 








– When your daughters are all wed you must leave the group 








– Do not corset-block in favour of your own daughters at balls 








– No gloating if you manage to marry off your daughters 








– No promoting of goods or services (Karen, no one cares about your 








online bonnet shop) 








– No hate speech (except against the French) 








Glossary: 








ID – impoverished daughter 








TTW – trying to wed 








SMLF – single man, large fortune 








EE – entailed estate 








SH – sarcastic husband 








BAE – bachelor approaching engagement 








Posted by 



Lady Lucas 



20 September 1811 








OMG Meryton ladies, Netherfield Park is let at last! A Mr Bingley from 








the North. Apparently handsome and agreeable. And best of all he is a 










SMLF!!! 











#2 IDs #10yearsTTW 








Comment by 



/Mrs Bennet 



Wow! How much? 








#5IDs #5yearsTTW #oneEE #oneSH 








Reply by 



/Lady Lucas 



Five thousand a year. Found his profile: 








www.singlemanlargefortune.com/charlesbingleyesq 












Reply by 



/Mrs Bennet 



Maybe he will marry your 











Charlotte, so sad to see her an old maid at 27 
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Reply by 



/Lady Lucas 



You’re too kind Mrs B. But with five 








unwed daughters you should really be looking to your own 








troubles 








Reply by 



/Mrs Bennet 



Well you know people do say 








Jane is the hottest girl for five counties. Don’t like to boast 








about my own daughter, but that’s what they say! 








Reply by 



/Mrs Long 



I heard he was bringing 12 








ladies with him tho so don’t get excited 








This post has been flagged as misinforma- 








tion or fake news 
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PICTUREGRAM 








a 








Charles Bingley 



@abingleybingbong 








27 SEPTEMBER 1811 








Moving day!! Excited to start a new chapter by moving 








to Hertfordshire and Netherfield Park . . . So stressful 








when you have a mansion to furnish and only five 








landaus but thankfully I have excellent staff!! 








#ThanksButlers #TipYourHousemaids #Aristolife #LOL 








(landauing out loud!!) #yolo (you only landau once) 








@NapoleonBonerPart 



I’d like to come over and tip 








your housemaids know what I mean 
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www.gooddaymag.com 








a 










G

ood 



Day! 










EXCLUSIVE PICTURES: 



Caroline Bingley invites us into Netherfield 








Park, TELLS ALL on keeping house for her brother and how 








she’s coped with an unexpected move to the countryside: ‘I’ve 








stocked up on walking petticoats’. 








Bye, babe! 



How to cope when a casual acquaintance ends up 








staying at your house for weeks 








Oh brother! 



Directing clueless relatives to marry suitable well- 








connected girls 








Get the guy: 



show off your figure with a turn about the room 








Boy bye! 



Witty put-downs for any situation 








50 top headdresses for under a guinea 
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Bennet Family Group Chat 








a 








30 September 1811 








Lydia 








Anyone seen my blue corset? 








Mary 








My morning piano recital starting 








in 10 minutes, please assemble in 








the drawing room 








Kitty 








Washing my hair! 








Lydia 








LOL no thanks 










Jane 








Mary, I have the soup kitchen at 12 








but I can make it if you promise it’s 








under three hours this time 
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Mrs Bennet 








Never mind all that. Girls I have 








news! EVERYONE STAY CALM!!! A 








SMLF has just moved into 








Netherfield Park! All we need is for 








your dad to call on him and then 








he’ll definitely marry one of you. 








Here’s his profile: 



www.singleman- 








largefortune.com/charlesbingl- 








eyesq 



We have to move fast or 








Lady Lucas will be on it like a 








bonnet 








Mr Bennet 








And yet I am unmoved 








Mrs Bennet 








Oh that’s just great, get ready to all 








die old maids thanks to your father 








Lizzy 








For a single man in possession of a 








good fortune must be in want of a 








wife! 








Mrs Bennet 








Oh we’ve got a comedian here. 








See how you like it when your 








father dies and you’re out on the 








street. They don’t let girls inherit 








houses you know! #sexist 
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