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Introduction


The idea of evolution – the idea that all life is related and has descended from a common ancestor – was beginning to enter the public consciousness before 1859, the year of Darwin’s ground-breaking publication whose full title was On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. In his great work, Darwin presented a feasible mechanism to explain how evolution could take place, and he supported his theory with substantial evidence.


Darwin’s theory of evolution explains how life has developed on earth. It postulates that all life on earth today evolved from the very simple primitive organisms that were present around 3.5 billion years ago. The main driver in evolution has been natural selection.


This guide looks at the process of evolution and Darwin’s contribution to our understanding of it. The key question is ‘Can evolution explain the development of something as complex as a human?’







1 Who was Charles Darwin?


Darwin and his theory


Charles Darwin (1809–82) is one of the most famous scientists of all time. He gathered compelling evidence for the theory that all species of life have descended from a common ancestor, and changed the way people think about life on earth.
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