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Note on the Author and Editor


JANE AUSTEN was born on 16 December 1775 at Steventon, Hampshire, to the Rev. George Austen and his wife Cassandra. She was the seventh of their eight children, and their second daughter. When she was nine she was sent, with her sister Cassandra, to the Abbey School, Reading, where she stayed a year or so, returning home to be largely taught by her father. She began writing prose and verse parodies and burlesques when she was eleven, and also took part in home threatricals. In 1801 the Austens moved to Bath (which often features in her novels) and, after the death of the Rev. Austen in 1805, to Southampton and, finally, Chawton, near Alton, Hampshire where Jane Austen’s brother Edward had inherited an estate. Sense and Sensibility was published in 1811, by which time Jane Austen was already revising Pride and Prejudice (published 1813) and drafting Mansfield Park (1814). She began Emma in 1814; by the time it was published in 1815 she had begun Persuasion (finished August 1816), which was published with Northanger Abbey – revised from the earlier Susan also in 1816 – the following year. In May 1817 she moved to Winchester for treatment for an illness that had been evident for some twelve months or so, and was probably Addison’s disease. She died on 18 July 1817 and was buried in Winchester Cathedral.


DOUGLAS BROOKS-DAVIES was educated at Merchant Taylors’ School, Crosby, and Brasenose College, Oxford. He was Senior Lecturer in English Literature at the University of Manchester until 1993 and is now an Honorary Research Fellow there. The founder editor of Manchester University Press’s Literature in Context series, he has published widely on Renaissance, eighteenth and nineteenth-century English literature. His books include Number and Pattern in the Eighteenth-Century Novel (Routledge, 1973); Pope’s ‘Dunciad’ and the Queen of the Night (Manchester U. P., 1985); Oedipal Hamlet (Macmillan, 1989); and Dickens’s ‘Great Expectations’: A Critical Study (Penguin, 1989); his editions include: Silver Poets of the Sixteenth Century (1992); Spenser’s ‘Fairy Queen’ (1996) (both Dent); Spenser; Selected Shorter Poems (Longman, 1995); and editions of Alexander Pope (1996), Robert Herrick (1996) and Four Metaphysical Poets (1997) for Everyman Poetry. His edition of L. P. Hartley’s The Go-Between was published by Penguin in 1997.




Chronology of Jane Austen’s Life





	Year
	Age
	Life




	1775
	
	16 December: Jane Austen born at Steventon, Hants, to the Rev. George Austen and his wife Cassandra (née Leigh); she was their seventh child and second daughter




	1779
	3
	23 June: Charles John Austen, the last Austen sibling, born




	1782
	7
	December: performance of Matilda, by Thomas Francklin, first amateur play production at Steventon




	1783
	7
	To Oxford, with elder sister Cassandra and cousin Jane Cooper, to be educated by Mrs Ann Cawley (an aunt by marriage). 3 May: the Rev. I. P. G. Lefroy instituted vicar of Ashe, Hants, and moves there. Summer: Mrs Cawley to Southampton; the girls are ill. Edward, Jane’s third eldest brother, adopted by distant cousin Thomas Knight II as heir to his estates at Godmersham, Kent, and Chawton and Steventon, Hants




	1784
	8
	July: Sheridan’s The Rivals performed at Steventon




	1785
	9-10
	Spring: with Cassandra, to the Abbey School, Reading




	1786
	11
	December: the sisters have left school




	1787
	11-12
	Begins to write Juvenilia. December: Mrs Centlivre’s The Wonder performed at Steventon




	
1788
	12
	January: The Chances (Fletcher, adapted Garrick) performed at Steventon. March: Fielding’s Tom Thumb performed at Steventon. Summer: Jane and Cassandra with parents to Kent and London




	1789
	13
	The Lloyds, mother and daughters, rent parsonage at Deane, Hants




	1792
	16
	January: the Lloyds move to Ibthorpe, Hants. October: Jane and Cassandra visit Lloyds. ?Winter: Cassandra engaged to the Rev. Tom Fowle




	1793
	17-18
	3 June: last Juvenilia piece written. December: Jane and Cassandra visit Butler-Harrison cousins at Southampton




	1794
	18
	Summer: Jane and Cassandra visit Leighs at Adlestrop, Glos., and Edward and wife Elizabeth at home at Rowling, Kent. 23 October: death of Thomas Knight II. Autumn: Lady Susan may have been written




	1795
	19-20
	Probable composition of Elinor and Marianne (prototype of Sense and Sensibility). Autumn: Rev. Tom Fowle made chaplain to Lord Craven. December: Tom Lefroy visits Ashe




	1796
	20
	January: Tom Lefroy to London; Rev. Tom Fowle to West Indies with Lord Craven. April: Jane and Cassandra visit Cooper family at Harpsden, Oxon. August: taken by brothers Edward and Frank to London and Rowling. September/October: back at Steventon; begins First Impressions (prototype of Pride and Prejudice)





	1797
	21
	February: death of Tom Fowle. August: First Impressions completed. 1 November: Mr Austen sends First Impressions to publisher Cadell, who rejects it; work on revising Elinor and Marianne into
Sense and Sensibility begins; with Mrs Austen and Cassandra to Leigh-Pierrot family at Bath; Edward moves with family to Godmersham




	1798
	22
	August: with Cassandra and parents to Godmersham; may have started Susan (prototype of Northanger Abbey). 24 October: returns to Steventon




	1799
	23
	17 May: with Mrs Austen to 13 Queen Square, Bath. June: home to Steventon; Susan probably completed. Late summer: various family visits




	1800
	24-5
	November-December: visits Lloyds at Ibthorpe; the Rev. Austen decides to retire to Bath




	1801
	25
	May: the Austen family leave Steventon and lease 4 Sydney Place, Bath; a Devon holiday follows and (according to tradition) Jane’s ‘west country romance’ may have occurred between now and 1804




	1802
	26-7
	Summer: another Devon holiday, followed by various family visits. Winter: revision of Susan





	1803
	27
	Spring: Susan sold to London publisher, Crosby and Co., for £10. November: the Austens visit Lyme Regis




	1804
	28
	
The Watsons written. Spring: Mrs Austen ill. Summer: another family visit to Lyme Regis. 25 October: the Austens move to 3 Green Park Buildings East, Bath. 16 December: Madam Anne Lefroy of Ashe killed in riding accident




	1805
	29
	21 January: death of Rev. Austen at Bath. 25 March: Mrs Austen and daughters move to 25 Gay Street, Bath. 16 April: death of Mrs Lloyd of Ibthorpe; daughter Martha joins Austens. September-November: Mrs Austen and daughters and Martha at Worthing




	
1806
	30
	2 July: Mrs Austen and daughters leave Bath for Adlestrop




	1807
	31
	March: the Austens move to Southampton




	1808
	32-3
	Various family visits




	1809
	33
	5 April: attempts to push publication of Susan unsuccessful. 7 July: Mrs Austen and daughters move into Chawton Cottage on Edward’s estate




	1810
	34-5
	Winter: Sense and Sensibility accepted for publication




	1811
	35-6
	February: begins Mansfield Park. March: corrects proofs of Sense and Sensibility. 30 October: Sense and Sensibility published by T. Egerton of Whitehall. ?Winter: begins revision of First Impressions into Pride and Prejudice





	1812
	36
	November: sells copyright of Pride and Prejudice to Egerton for £110




	1813
	37
	28 January: Pride and Prejudice published. April, May: visits London. ?July: completes Mansfield Park. 17 August: Anna Austen and Ben Lefroy engaged. November: Mansfield Park accepted by Egerton




	1814
	38-9
	21 January: begins Emma. 9 May: Mansfield Park published. 8 November: marriage of Anna Austen and Ben Lefroy. 26 December: with Cassandra stays with Mrs Heathcote and Miss Bigg in Winchester




	
1815
	39-40
	29 March: completes Emma. 8 August: begins Persuasion; in London to negotiate terms for Emma’s publication. Late December: publication of Emma by John Murray




	1816
	 40
	Spring: begins to feel unwell; revises Susan (bought back from Crosby and Co.) into Northanger Abbey. 18 July: completes first draft of Persuasion. 6 August: finishes Persuasion





	1817
	41
	27 January: begins Sanditon. 18 March: stops work on Sanditon. 28 March: makes will. 24 May: with Cassandra to 8 College Street, Winchester. 18 July: death of Jane Austen. 24 July: burial in Winchester Cathedral. End December: Northanger Abbey and Persuasion published together by John Murray in 4 volumes








Chronology of her Times





	Year
	Artistic Context
	Historical Events




	1775
	Beaumarchais, Barber of Seville performed
	England hires German mercenaries for American war




	1776
	Smith, Wealth of Nations

	American Declaration of Independence
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