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Introduction


[image: A silhouette of a woman dressed in period clothing and hat, facing the side.]



Within these pages you will find chronicled the life of our feisty, waifish heroine, Jane Eyre. Orphaned at birth, Jane is left in the care of her harsh Aunt Reed (not blood-related) and at age ten is sent to Lowood School, where she miraculously survives several rampant epidemics and rises to the rank of teacher (and occasional emergency trauma nurse).


Seeking out new horizons, Jane finds herself at spooky Thornfield Hall, governess to an, unfortunately French child. Her boss is hunky yet brooding, the staff are cagey, and there are some strange noises coming from the attic. (YES, so far so supermarket psych thriller. Maybe you’ve heard this kind of story before but trust me, you heard it here first! Miss Daphne du Maurier has a lot to answer for if you ask me.)


The following pages have been gleaned from the telephonic devices of the various dramatis personae, brought together for you now to witness the unfolding of a drama full of mystery, hardship, love, passion and triumph. For anyone who’s ever been a put-upon governess, lost a loved one to an entirely preventable disease, fallen for an unavailable man or been stuck in an attic, this is for you. As a short, poor, feisty, young woman myself, I identify strongly with Jane and I’m sure you will too. This book does for attics what The Castle of Otranto did for castles.


Readers who consider themselves familiar with these events may be surprised to find certain details diverge from previous accounts – don’t be alarmed, truth can be subjective like that.


Readers should also be aware that in traditional fashion I have redacted some place names so as to protect the true identities of those involved – the last thing they need is a minibus full of superfans showing up and mobbing the local tea shops. Finally, I want to stress that, although numerous attempts have been made to find deeper meaning within these pages, not everything has to be a metaphor, OK? Sometimes an attic really is just an attic.


Read on to discover the story of Jane’s adventures and the mystery of Thornfield Hall.


Your correspondent,


C. Brontë










Dramatis Personae


Jane Eyre: orphan without blood relations. Independent of thought, plain of dress, miraculously immune to all known infectious diseases


At Gateshead:


The Reed family: Sarah, Jane’s aunt (not by blood), her children John, Georgiana, and Eliza. Forced to take in Jane Eyre as a child owing to an unfortunate deathbed promise


Martha, Bessie: their servants


At Lowood School:


Mr Brocklehurst: the superintendent of Lowood School. What even is ‘child endangerment’ and ‘criminal neglect’?


Miss Temple (later Mrs Temple-Nasmyth): a teacher at Lowood School


Miss Smith, Madame Pierrot, Miss Miller: teachers at Lowood School


Helen Burns: Jane’s best friend at Lowood School, now deceased


Julia Severn, Mary Ann Wilson: pupils at Lowood School


At Thornfield Hall:


Edward Rochester: master of Thornfield Hall and guardian to Adèle (100 per cent not blood-related). Dashing, minted, yet inexplicably single (don’t look in the attic)


Adèle Varens: his French ward. Enthusiastic about ribbons, bonnets, and cadeaux. Fortunately lacking in curiosity


Mrs Fairfax: long-suffering housekeeper at Thornfield Hall. Good at keeping secrets


Grace Poole, Leah, John, Sam, Sophie, Mary: servants at Thornfield Hall


At Marsh End:


St John Rivers: local vicar and pious do-er of good works. Hair of a Greek god, seeking female to assume missionary position


Diana and Mary Rivers: his sisters


Hannah: their servant


Other characters:


Blanche Ingram: well-ringleted socialite residing in close proximity to Thornfield Hall


The Ingram family: Blanche’s mother Lady Ingram and her siblings Mary and Tedo


Rosamond Oliver: wealthy heiress residing close to Marsh End. Frequent giggler


Samuel Briggs: lawyer with knowledge of terrible secrets


Bertha Mason-Rochester: Mr Rochester’s tragic first wife. RIP (don’t look in the attic)


Richard Mason: her brother. Asks too many questions
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	www.inlocoparentis.com
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In Loco Parentis


The magazine for guardians of non-blood-related orphans


In this month’s issue:


The Saintly Reed Family


‘We took in an ungrateful short orphan and we’ve only become stronger as a family’: The Reed family tell all


The unexpected shock of having to raise a non-blood-related orphan hasn’t held back the Reed family of Gateshead, ---shire. After a misguided promise to her husband – the juvenile delinquent’s blood uncle – on his deathbed, Sarah Reed found herself saddled with an ungrateful two-week-old. Undeterred, she rolled up her sleeves and instilled a regime of gruel, discipline, and psychological warfare on the bad seed, Jane. Aided by maids Martha and Bessie, Mrs Reed ensured the criminally minded infant would never encounter dangerous indulgence or tenderness.


Said Mrs Reed, still attractive though pushing 35: ‘For the good of my (blood-related) children, (son John and daughters Eliza and Georgiana) I had occasion several times to imprison her in a well-furnished apartment where she had access to occasional glasses of water and a copy of last year’s almanac. You wouldn’t believe the fuss she made.’


Mrs Reed recounts tales of violence and secretive book-reading: ‘Aged nine she launched herself at poor John (then 14) when he found her hiding behind a curtain with a book about birds, and naturally took offence. What could I do but tie her up for hours in the room in which her uncle made his unfortunate deathbed demand?


‘As she grew up she revealed her true shocking qualities of independent thought, interest in drawing, and impertinence,’ said Mrs Reed, through brave tears. ‘Luckily, I was able to pack her off to boarding school where she remains, despite several outbreaks of typhus, and she’ll soon be eighteen and off my hands.’


Despite her ordeal, Mrs Reed remains sanguine about the experience. ‘It’s really brought us together as a family. In particular, it’s inspired John to set up his own business and make sure he never finds himself in the embarrassing position of having to unexpectedly care for an unwanted relative. He really is an inspiration to us all.’


John’s new website, www.theredroom.com, launches this week – he describes it as ‘a networking and empowerment tool designed to help gentlemen achieve their greatest potential in a society where the odds are stacked against them. With some tasteful artistic depictions of the female form.’





[image: The profile picture of the character Jane Eyre, showing a woman posed with her eyes shut with dark braided hair.] Awwww it’s eight years today since I was locked in the Red Room by my aunt and had an existential crisis that resulted in me being sent away to Lowood School! #family #japes tagging my aunt Sarah Reed and dear cousins Georgiana Reed John Reed Eliza Reed


Jane Eyre shared a memory:




OMG I sneezed in the direction of my cousin John and now I’m locked in the Red Room again! Am so scared this room is so spooky and full of creepy mirrors, also my uncle died in here HELP





[image: The profile picture of the character Martha Abbot, showing a woman looking to the side with a white bonnet on her head.] Martha Abbot
So dramatic, honestly! I seem to remember we left you in there with an Etch-a-Sketch and a couple of water biscuits


[image: The profile picture of the character Aunt Reed, showing a woman holding a rose and looking out of a window.] Aunt Reed
Really Jane you should be over this by now, after I took you in out of the goodness of my heart and fed and clothed you when you aren’t even related to me by blood


[image: The profile picture of the character John Reed, showing a man in a period suit looking down and holding his lapels.] John Reed
Typical WOMAN always complaining


[image: The profile picutre of the character Eliza Reed, showing a dark haired woman dress in period clothing looking over her shoulder.] Eliza Reed
This wouldn’t happen in a convent


[image: The profile picture of character Bessie Leaven, showing a woman in a bonnet looking forward.] Bessie Leaven
LOL MISS JANE u r so funny xxx





 


Office for Standards in Children’s Incarceration (OFSTINC)


Lowood School OFSTINC Report


Lowood is a thriving school based on principles of consistency and discipline. Girls are limited to one clean outfit per week, as is fitting. Meals are adequate, consisting of gruel, porridge, and water. Concerns were raised about the deaths of 34 per cent of the student body over the last year, but this is in line with government targets and no special measures are recommended.


Rating: 2.5 – Better than Workhouse


Scale:


1 Dangerously Indulgent


2 Prison


3 Workhouse


4 Actual Hell
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	Lowood School teachers’ chat
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Madame Pierrot, Miss Smith, Jane Eyre,
Maria Temple-Nasmyth, Miss Miller
**Please report any emergencies in the ‘typhus etc’ group chat**




Miss Smith


Hey we got 2.5 in the latest OFSTINC report! Between Prison and Workhouse, not bad team!







Madame Pierrot


Felicitations @JaneEyre! Eight years today since you joined Lowood! Not many live past five, let alone graduate to become a teacher here! Quelle stamina!







Maria Temple-Nasmyth


Eight whole years of typhus outbreaks and ice in the washbasins but here you are







Jane Eyre


Aw thanks guys. It’s been a journey. I may be small but I’m stubbornly resistant to most known pathogens. [image: illustration] Have been thinking though, maybe there’s a world outside Lowood? Somewhere where dinner isn’t always gruel







Madame Pierrot


Mais Jane you always love le gruel, n’est ce pas?







Miss Miller


And don’t forget about Slightly Greyer Gruel Fridays! Keeps things interesting







Jane Eyre


I know I know . . . just feel I want a change, I mean I am eighteen, practically over the hill. I ask myself all the time, WWHBD? (What Would Helen Burns Do?). It’s been eight years since tuberculosis carried her off before her time, seems like only yesterday she was giving me practical life advice and holding my hand during beatings







Miss Miller


Aw that’s sweet. I’m pretty sure she’d tell you to be grateful for the gruel tbh







Madame Pierrot


C’est vrai, Helen really loved le gruel







Maria Temple-Nasmyth


She really did. RIP (Rest in Porridge)
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	[image: The profile picture of the character Jane Eyre, showing a woman posed with her eyes shut with dark braided hair.]


	
Jane Eyre


@plainjane


Bio: Student, teacher, landscape painter, orphan without any blood relations. Currently teaching @lowoodschool, looking to expand my horizons [image: illustration]
















	[image: The profile picture of the character Jane Eyre, showing a woman posed with her eyes shut with dark braided hair.]


	
Jane Eyre @plainjane


Looking for a new position (NO JOKES PLEASE) as feel it’s time to leave Lowood after eight years. Hoping I might find a governess job where I don’t have to break the ice in the washstand in the mornings! Lol. Anyone know of a vacant position?
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@redroomuser385 I know a position you can vacate wink wink


[image: illustration] @plainjane What did I JUST say? Blocking








	[image: illustration]


	@janefairfax Hi fellow Jane! Have you gone on www.checkagoverness.com? Lots of good positions on there (NO JOKES, there is nothing funny about governessing). Just keep an eye out for employers who are actually looking for wives (they’re obviously the best ones to go for)







	[image: illustration]


	
@johneyre hey, you look a lot like you might be my long-lost niece, that would be so random!! Have DMed


[image: illustration] @johneyre ‘orphan without any blood relations’ maybe not huh? [image: illustration]


[image: illustration] @plainjane blocking this account
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	@plainjane Witter friends, I am ONCE AGAIN warning you all against Madeiran scams, keep getting messages from some guy out there pretending to be a long-dead relative when everyone knows I am a friendless orphan, stay safe guys xxx
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	www.checkagoverness.com
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Posted by AliceFairfax


WANTED: Governess for 1 (F7) child of mysterious origins
Parentage unknown, looks absolutely nothing like her guardian, who is simply caring for her out of a deep sense of moral obligation and for the tax breaks. Candidates should be aware that the child is unfortunately French but we are doing our best to prevent it.


Posted by TheTurnOfTheScrew


WANTED: Governess for two (F8, M10) angelic children
100 per cent fuss-free compliance guaranteed; they are absolutely no trouble at all. They lost their former governess in a tragic accident which it would be best you never bring up.


They enjoy long walks, singing, communing with the spirit of their former governess and cross-stitch. You will need to be independent, God-fearing, and extremely incurious, especially regarding your predecessor, whom you must not bring up in conversation. (Ever). Life insurance recommended and death-in-service waiver will be requested.


Posted by TheBanksFamily


WANTED: All-singing all-dancing governess for two musical children
Do you break into song in unexpected moments? Do you have a cheery disposition and a smooth, well-exfoliated face? Apply now! Perfect pitch a necessity, tap and ballet experience preferred.


Posted by CaptainVonTrapp


WANTED: Stern no-nonsense governess for seven children


Military experience preferred


Sewing skills helpful


Religious background would be welcome


If success is achieved, promotion to matrimonial post is possible


Posted by TheDarlings


WANTED: Nanny for three London-based children. Canine preferred


Posted by MaximDeWinter


WANTED: WIFE for Cornish landowner, currently travelling in the Riviera – must not ask any questions about first wife’s mysterious death


Comment /AliceFairfax Sir this is the governess board not the wife board


Reply by /MaximDeWinter My apologies. Though I would take a governess as long as she doesn’t ask too many questions
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	www.theredroom.com
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[image: The profile picture of the character John Reed, showing a man in a period suit looking down and holding his lapels.]


Prop: J. Reed Esq



	The
Red
Room











Jaded aesthetes, seducers, solipsists welcome.
Doubters, sheeple, ladies will be barred.


Government surveillance: are they concealing their spies in newfangled lampposts?


The King’s madness: genuine affliction or health insurance scam?


REVEALED: Don Juan’s top 5 tips for seduction success uncovered


‘That corset makes you look thin. Are you perhaps poor and malnourished?’: Top ten negs guaranteed to work on any lady, from horny governess to haughty heiress
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	John Reed and Sarah Reed
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John
www.theredroom.com







John


Check it out for yourself if you’re worried, no way it can fail with this kind of top content. Now will you send the PayCompanion?







Sarah


Oh dear my love, this looks rather racy







John


Come on Mum, it’s not like some seedy site, it’s proper investigative journalism. And dating tips. But those are based on real science







Sarah


But how does this make any money John my love?







John


Typical WOMAN always trying to stop me reaching my potential
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	www.prattle.strife.com
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The advice forum for aunts of wayward children


Our mission is to save doomed souls through
privation, gaslighting and very plain cooking!


Glossary:


WN: wayward niece/nephew


FMBB: family member by blood


DH: disappointing husband


MW: mysterious ward


Latest posts


Re: Should I tell my WN about her FMBB?


Posted by: Aunt Reed


Some background: my much-hated WN (F18, not FMBB) lived with me for ten long, arduous years after my DH, mid-deathbed delirium, made me promise to take her in. Obviously I should have said no, but it was the end of a long and trying day, and of course you don’t know a deathbed promise is a deathbed promise till after the fact do you?? Anyway, lesson learned.


Eight years ago I finally managed to get the WN into a school and away from my 2DDs and DS (Georgiana, Eliza and John, FMsBB, my darling angels) and largely forgot all about her. Easily done, she’s very small and extremely plain; back in the day I quite often mistook her for a hat-stand.


We’ve always told her she has no family (as I’ve mentioned she is not a FMBB, thank God!), but a while ago I had a letter from her uncle in Madeira, who wants to take her under his wing (clearly he’s never met her, LOL). Obviously at first I suspected your typical Madeiran scam, but I looked him up and he’s real, and loaded! What do I do?! Heeeeeelp. It’s so unfair as I’m a bit stretched myself after giving my DS lots of money for this online periodical he’s seeking investment in. Why is it the undeserving who always end up being the ones with long-lost rich relations?


Comment /Aunt Spiker OMG obviously you can’t tell her


Reply by /Aunt Reed Well duh, obviously


Reply by /Aunt Norris Agreed, a surprise unearned inheritance is not very improving


Comment /Aunt Lydia If she’s been at school she’s v likely dead, just tell him she got typhus or something


Reply by /Aunt Reed THANK YOU omg can’t believe I didn’t think of that






www.froogle.com



Logged in: Sarah Reed
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SEARCH HISTORY


Am I At Fault for locking orphan niece in spooky room until she had a hallucination


Deathbed promises legally binding?


Shades of red paint Farrow and Ball


Redroom.com latest stock price


How to recoup investment from close relative (blood)


Son treatment options severe dissipation possible gonorrhoea?















From: Jane Eyre (eyrethatIbreathe@frooglemail.com)


To: Mrs Fairfax (housekeeper@thornfieldhall.com)


Date: Today at 09:43


Subject: Your Governess Advertisement


Dear Mrs Fairfax,


I am writing to apply for the position advertised, ‘Governess for 1 child of mysterious origins’. Having had a slightly sketchy childhood myself I feel uniquely qualified for this exciting position. I am proficient in all the required skills mentioned, including French, drawing (examples of my humble sketches are attached), possession of a plain appearance, and the ability to become temporarily invisible in social situations as required. Hobbies include reading, fine art, independent thought, and extreme survivalism in the English countryside (this may come in handy in the event of a sudden rainstorm). Thanks to my eight years at Lowood School I am also completely immune to all known infectious diseases.


For references you may apply to Mrs Reed, my only surviving relative (not by blood), and Mr Brocklehurst, the former Superintendent of Lowood School, where I am currently a teacher/occasional emergency trauma nurse. You will note the latter’s address as HMP Wormwood Scrubs – please don’t be alarmed, there was just the small matter of some child neglect and death. Lowood School was rated ‘Better than Workhouse’ in its recent OFSTINC inspection.


Yours sincerely,


Jane Eyre, orphan


[image: A stick drawing of a basic house with 7 windows, a large door and smoke coming out of the chimney.]



[image: A drawing of two stick people who no expressions on their face.]



From: Mrs Fairfax (housekeeper@thornfieldhall.com)


To: Jane Eyre (eyrethatIbreathe@frooglemail.com)


Date: Today at 16:42


Subject: Governess Position


Dear Miss Eyre,


I am pleased to tell you that you have been accepted for the position of governess at Thornfield Hall. You may take up the post at your earliest convenience – we just need you to complete the attached standard risk assessment and non-disclosure agreement.
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