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Introduction



Ever since Adam’s fall in the garden, every one of us has experienced trials resulting from our sins that separate us from our heavenly Father. We search for meaning but can’t find it. We work to be good but fail. We look for hope but find ourselves lost.


My friend, are you searching for truth in your life but your tears are blinding you from seeing Jesus, who is standing right in front of you? Has the world pulled you away from God by enticing you to believe that others have the answers that will bring you happiness? Our Father is calling you to seek His face, His Word—the Bible—and His promises that will fulfill your life—His truth.


I Seek Truth is an intimate journey of ninety devotions that are heartfelt conversations with our heavenly Father. Each devotion is written in first person so that you can identify with each topic. From Genesis to Revelation, I Seek Truth will encourage you to seek and know God’s Word and His truth for your life.


My prayer is that His Word will speak to your heart and that you will know He has done great things through the obedience of those who seek Him. You are His beautiful child and part of His plan to fulfill His truth in this world.















You Are the Almighty Creator



[image: image] GENESIS [image: image]


In the beginning, heavenly Father, You were there. Complete darkness, total silence. Emptiness. And then You opened Your mouth and declared: Let there be light! You broke the silence with Your almighty voice and flooded the universe with Your beautiful creations. The stars, sun, moon, and galaxies were perfectly placed at Your command. King of heaven, how can others not see your majestic wonders? How can they question Your mighty power, Your masterpiece? If only they would see Your mighty hand at work in the precise movement and placement of each piece of Your creation!


You said it was all good, and it was. But You were not finished. You created people in Your image. People with whom You, the Creator of the universe, could have a loving relationship. You wanted me. And even through the fall of man and our sinful nature, Your promise to Abraham—that he would be the father of many nations—places me in Your hands. I am Yours, and You are my God.


Your truth tells me about the promise You made Abraham: “And He took him outside and said, ‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be’” (Genesis 15:5 NASB). From that moment came Your everlasting covenant:




I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God (Genesis 17:7–8 NASB).





Father, this is where my journey through life begins—with You! You are my God—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will follow You all the days of my life. I will also love You with an everlasting love.
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If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.


1 JOHN 1:6


















You Are in Control



[image: image] GENESIS [image: image]


I can’t count how many times I have run ahead of You to help You out. I think that I hear Your direction, but I’m really hearing mine. And then I make a disaster out of my issue by taking control and cause more pain in my life.


You point me to Sarai. When she was finally fed up with waiting on Your promise to have a child, she essentially did what I do and took matters into her own hands. When she thought she had a better way for getting an heir, she went for it and sent Hagar to Abram’s tent. O heavenly Father, help me to not be like Sarai but to trust Your timing. I know I cannot write a better story for my life than the one You have written.


Lord, when I think of Sarai’s choice to take control of her situation and how she manipulated her husband and hurt Hagar, it reminds me of the impact that my choices have on the lives of others when I am not seeking You. Lord, I don’t want my actions to cause pain, confusion, or hurt to anyone. And I especially don’t want to hurt You!


I love how You continue to show me through Sarai that even in the midst of self-made fiascoes, You are sovereign and You are patient. You didn’t turn Your back on her or Abram, but You revealed Your mighty plan. You will do the same for me. Your truth tells me,




Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her” (Genesis 17:15–16 NASB).





Surrendering to Your plan is not always easy. The path is difficult and uncomfortable at times. But as You did with Sarah, Abraham, and Hagar, You know the good You have planned for me if I will trust You to take me there.


O heavenly Father, I give my all to You. Forgive me for taking control of Your divine plan. My life is in Your Hands. Let Your will be done.
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He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”


PSALM 46:10 NIV


















You Remembered Joseph
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I know I have to forgive them! It’s hard to fathom that anything positive will come out of the pain I feel from my friends’ disloyalty. I’m not sure what to do or how to handle my feelings! But I’m trusting You to teach me how to forgive.


Loving Father, I look to Your Word and read Joseph’s example on forgiveness. His friends didn’t betray him; his own brothers did! I can’t fathom the agony he must’ve felt. It would have been so easy for him to seek revenge on his brothers when You reunited them. But Joseph kept his eyes on You. He didn’t focus on his betrayal because he knew his God. He knew You had a bigger plan!


Lord, lead me with Your divine guidance as You did Joseph. Soften and fill my heart with Your love the way You did his so that I may show Your goodness, kindness, and mercy to those who have deliberately hurt me. You had a purpose for Joseph’s life, and You have purpose for mine. Your truth tells me,




“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them (Genesis 50:20–21 NIV).





O heavenly Father, You display Your incredible story of mercy and forgiveness, of seeing beyond the immediate situation to the eternal perspective—a story that I see again in the life of Jesus. Unlike Joseph, Jesus was perfect. Yet the people He came to save plotted against Him, cursed Him, and killed Him. Like Joseph, Jesus saw beyond the evil done to Him and looked to Your supremely sovereign hand. You had a plan—Your precious Son would save my life and the lives of Your children. Your incredible story of mercy, forgiveness, and grace! And You included me.
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You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.


PSALM 63:1 NIV


















You Are the Great I AM



[image: image] EXODUS [image: image]


I come to You and lay my fears at Your feet. Why am I so afraid people will see who I really am? If they really knew… I think to myself, keeping my self-doubt hidden behind my insecure mask. I worry my words—my life experiences—are not worthy of what You have called me to do, Lord. Why would anyone listen to me?


You gently stop me from my thoughts, and I hear Your Spirit remind me that it is never my own personal strength that earns me a place in Your divine plan. You choose my role and then equip me with Your Spirit to bring it to pass. My work is in believing You to be who You say You are and trust You will accomplish through me whatever You have called me to do.


My almighty God, You made the answer simple when You called Moses from the burning bush. He, too, had self-doubt. I can imagine him asking You question after question, wondering why You chose him. They are the same questions I am asking You today. What if they won’t listen? What if they don’t believe me? Who am I to be the one for so great a task? You answered him:




“I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations” (Exodus 3:14–15).





Your answer to Moses is the same for me. It’s not who I am, it’s who You are. You are the great I AM and with Your Holy Spirit in me, I can dismiss any notion that I don’t matter, that I can’t contribute. By grasping Your truth and the knowledge of my self-existence in You, I can rise above the waves of self-doubt. I am Yours!
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Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling!


PSALM 43:3


















You Clear My Path
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It’s difficult to see Your perfect plan in my life when I feel lost about what to do or how to resolve my current situation. But my hope is in You! O heavenly Father, You never cease clearing Your righteous path for Your children.


Father, I bow my knees in Your presence and long to hear Your voice—like Moses heard You in the burning bush. When I close my eyes and think about him and the Israelites, who had been in slavery for over four hundred years, I feel guilty when I focus on my feelings of hopelessness. There is no comparison to what they must have felt! You, the great I AM, heard their cries and pulled them out of their misery when they hungered for Your guidance and hope. O Lord, I hunger too.


Now as I sit in Your presence and meditate on Your Word, You speak to my heart and tell me that Your truth doesn’t change. You hear me, Lord, like You heard them. And it is Your almighty hand that will lift me out of my sufferings. Just as You showed Moses Your identity in the desert, You displayed Your saving power to Your people and to the observing Egyptians—and to me. You knew I would need lessons like this all these years later.


Plague after plague unleashed a torrent of consequences, each one aimed at dethroning the many gods the Egyptians worshiped. I cannot imagine that kind of devastation. But even though Egypt was stripped of almost everything, You made sure Your people stood by unharmed, ready for freedom. You were there in the center of it all. Hope arrived.


The power to save Your people resided only in You: the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The same power that saves me. Thank You, Lord, that in Egypt a new relationship was born and a covenant was established that has been passed along to me. Your truth tells me,




Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession’” (Exodus 19:3–5 NIV).





Your promises never cease. I am Your treasured possession—Your child. And You will carry me on eagles’ wings, guide me, and bring me into Your protective arms.
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The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.


LAMENTATIONS 3:25


















You Are Holy



[image: image] LEVITICUS [image: image]


Lord of all creation, I fall to my knees when I hear You tell me for the first time that You are holy! All-powerful God, there is no one above You. And You have set me apart and called me to be holy. “Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine” (Leviticus 20:26 NASB). How can I? I am a sinner! Is this even possible?


You gently raise me up and unveil a blueprint of Your amazing grace, knowing that I could never be holy under the law. It’s impossible for me, for I am an unrighteous sinner. Your mighty Word reveals that the blood sacrifice of a lamb was a glimpse of what was to come—Your perfect Son, Jesus. The Son of God entered our world, not to destroy the law but to fulfill it. He lived the righteous life that I can never live. He was the perfect sacrificial Lamb who offered up His own life so that I could become spotless. Through His sacrifice, His righteousness, I am covered by His blood. I am cleansed. I am holy.


Lord, thank You for showing me that the law was given through Moses, but Your grace was given through Your precious Son, Jesus. Your truth tells me,




By that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10 NIV).





It is Jesus Christ alone who gives me the holiness that I need to stand before You. Lord, I praise Your holy name, for I am holy because You are holy.
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I will also praise You with a harp, even Your truth, O my God; to You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.


PSALM 71:22 NASB


















You Are Lifted Up
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Why is it that I praise and seek You only in the good times but complain when things aren’t going my way? I feel like I’m barely out of Egypt, like the Israelites grumbling against You, God, for taking me out of my comfort zone and into unknown desert, only to struggle with my current situation or to be bitten by the snakes of this world. What is it that You are trying to teach me? I can’t find contentment with where I am!


How quickly You show me that if I continue grumbling and walking in my disobedience, the metaphorical serpents of this world will bite me. My eyes are not seeking the One You lifted up to give me an abundant life—eternal life. I’ve been consumed, living in the moment and living my way. Your truth tells me,




Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look up at the bronze serpent and live (Numbers 21:6–9).
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