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An ancient curse is on its way to Avantia and the evil Malvel is behind it.

Thank goodness we have a hero, Tom, son of Taladon, to face such magic.



Chapter 1

The Swarm

Tom felt happy as he stared up at a sky full of stars. He was camping in the mountains with his father, Taladon, who was Avantia’s Master of Beasts.

It was a humid night and as Tom wiped his forehead he felt something crawling on his skin. Brushing it off, he could see it was some kind of cockroach, its black shell gleaming in the moonlight. “Urgh!” he exclaimed, watching it fly away. Then Tom let out a gasp – the ground was crawling with insects, some creeping on the sleeping Taladon. Tom jumped to his feet, waking his father.
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“What are they?” Tom asked as the stinking black-shelled creatures scuttled around his feet.

“I don’t know,” his father replied, puzzled, as the swarm skimmed close to their heads and were gone.

Something about the insects unsettled Tom, but after a few moments he and his father settled back down beside the fire. The smoke seemed to be moving…taking shape…

Tom’s eyes widened. There was the face of his friend Elenna, who, together with her wolf, Silver, had accompanied him on his Quests. She looked worried.

“Avantia is suffering from an infestation of some kind of bug,” she said. “The kingdom needs your help!”

At first light, Tom and Taladon galloped up to King Hugo’s castle. Even though it was dawn, it already felt as hot as midday. Something was terribly wrong.

The stinking air was black with insects. As their horses, Storm and Fleetfoot, drank at a water trough, Tom noticed the castle walls were being eaten away by insects.
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