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A Few words to Parents



As a parent, you want to direct your children toward positive experiences that will help prepare them for an active, productive, and independent future. Caring for a rabbit can be a very special learning opportunity for your child. The role of caregiver can help your child develop a sense of responsibility and a sense of compassion for others.


As a youth project, rabbits are gaining in popularity for many reasons:


[image: image] Rabbits can be raised almost anywhere—they fit easily into most family settings.


[image: image] Raising rabbits gives kids lots of options, from a beginner’s pet project to a breeding project and perhaps on to a small business venture.


[image: image] Rabbits are a good size animal for young children to work with. Young people are very capable of learning the skills necessary for a successful rabbit project.


[image: image] It doesn’t take a lot of money to get started with rabbits—this project will fit into most family budgets.


Your personal interest and support will add greatly to your child’s experience. Take time to work and learn together — enjoy!





Introduction



Rabbits and kids have a lot in common. Both come in a variety of sizes, shapes, colors, and personalities. Both can live happily in country, suburban, or city settings. Because rabbits are small, you will be able to take responsibility for most, if not all, aspects of a rabbit-raising venture. When you are just starting out, you needn’t spend a lot of money on expensive equipment, either. Although proper equipment contributes to the success of a rabbit project, it is more important for equipment to be functional than fancy. If you start with only one, or even up to three, rabbits, you can keep expenses fairly low. As you gain experience and knowledge, you can expand the number of animals under your care.


If you enjoy animals, you will discover that rabbits offer a wide variety of opportunities to learn new skills and participate in new activities.


Rabbits Are Mammals, Too


Like people, rabbits are classified by scientists as mammals. All mammals


[image: image] Are warm-blooded


[image: image] Are nourished for a few weeks or months after birth on milk made by the mother’s body


[image: image] Have hair


[image: image] Have more complex brains than other animals


[image: image]




Neither the jackrabbit nor the snowshoe rabbit is really a rabbit. Both of these animals are hares.





As scientists further break down the class of mammals, humans are grouped with other primates (including apes and monkeys), and rabbits are put into a special group called lagomorphs, which means hare-like. For a long time, rabbits were thought to belong to the rodent group, which includes other gnawing animals, such as rats, mice, and squirrels. Although rabbits are a lot like rodents, scientists saw enough differences to place rabbits in the group called lagomorphs. The biggest difference between rodents and lagomorphs is their teeth. Rabbits have six front teeth (four on the top, two on the bottom). Rodents have only four front teeth (two on the top and two on the bottom).


Lagomorphs are subdivided into two families: 1) pikas and 2) rabbits and hares. Pikas are small, short-eared animals that live in rocky, mountain areas. Many people use the word rabbit and the word hare to mean the same animal. Although the two are closely related, you can tell them apart in these ways:


[image: image] Hares are usually larger than rabbits. Their legs are longer, their ears are longer, and they run with long, high leaps.


[image: image] Baby hares are born with fur, their eyes are open at birth, and they can move around shortly after they are born. Baby rabbits are born naked (without fur), their eyes are closed (they open at about 10 days), and they remain dependent on the mother for some time (5 to 8 weeks).


[image: image]


Rodent


[image: image]


Lagomorph


[image: image]


Smaller than hares, rabbits raise their young, which are born without fur, in a protected nest.


[image: image] Hares have their young in very simple nest areas. Baby rabbits must grow and develop within the safety of their nest, and so their mothers work harder to prepare a protected place.


Our Pet Rabbits


Where does the tame rabbit that we raise fit into the picture? The rabbit and hare groups are divided further into various species. Worldwide, there are twenty-five species of rabbits. In North America, we see two of these species—wild and tame. Our wild rabbits include the Eastern Cottontail, the Desert Cottontail, and the Marsh Rabbit. Our tame rabbits are related to the wild European Rabbit. Although the wild European Rabbit does not live here in the wild, the breeds raised here as pets and for fur and meat are descended from wild European Rabbits.


Breed. A group of animals that have some of the same characteristics.


A Little History


By studying fossils, scientists can tell that the rabbit has been around for about 30 to 40 million years. During all those years, the rabbit has changed very little. When humans arrived on the scene, wild rabbits became part of their diet. Exactly when people decided to raise rabbits rather than hunt them in the wild is unknown. We do know that early sailors took rabbits along on voyages because they were easy to feed and care for, and could be used as meat. These early sailors are given credit for introducing rabbits to some of the new places they explored.


Early European settlers probably brought rabbits with them to the New World, but since there were lots of wild rabbits and other wild game in America, the settlers didn’t need to raise many rabbits. It was not until the early 1900s that tame rabbits were imported in any great numbers. The first real interest focused around the Belgian Hare (a breed of rabbit, not a true hare). Promoters led people to believe that raising Belgian Hares would make them rich. It didn’t work out that way, however, and although some breeders were quite successful, many others lost money when they invested in these rabbits. Although the Belgian Hares didn’t do all their promoters promised, however, they did greatly increase Americans’ interest in rabbits.


Since 1900, other breeds have been imported and several American breeds have been developed. At the present time, more than forty breeds are recognized in North America by the American Rabbit Breeders Association (and over seventy-six breeds in the world).


How Are Rabbits Used?


Rabbits are just one of the many animals that have been domesticated (tamed) for people’s use. If we think about the many ways that different animals have served people, we will find that rabbits have had an unusually broad range of uses.


Domesticated. Trained to being among humans and being used by humans.


[image: image] Pets. Rabbits make wonderful, easy-to-care-for pets, even for those with little extra space.


[image: image] Hobby. Rabbits come in many breeds and colors. This variety makes them an interesting and challenging animal to raise and show. Sharing the experience with others makes the hobby of raising rabbits even more fun.


[image: image] Meat. Wild, and later tame, rabbits have provided meat for people throughout history.


[image: image] Fur. Rabbit furs have been used to make warm clothing.


[image: image] Wool. Angora rabbits produce wool (not fur). Angora wool is used to make knitted garments that are softer and warmer than those made with sheep’s wool.


[image: image] Laboratory use. Rabbits are valuable to scientists who seek treatments and cures for human diseases.


[image: image] Fertilizer. Even the manure of rabbits is useful. Rabbit droppings are excellent fertilizer and can easily be used in the family flower or vegetable garden.





CHAPTER 1
Choosing Your Breed of Rabbit



Selecting a breed is probably the most important decision you will make for your rabbit project. Your choice of breed affects many things, such as the size of the cage you will have to build and when you should first breed young rabbits. Read as much as you can and seek out places where you can look at different breeds, so that you are better able to decide upon the one that best suits you. With over forty recognized breeds in this country to choose from, you will want to take some time to get familiar with a good number of them.


Crossbred. Born of parents who are of different breeds.


Purebred. Born of parents who are of the same breed.


As soon as you start learning about breeds, you will also hear about crossbred rabbits. These are rabbits that have more than one breed in their family background. Although it’s always easy to find crossbred rabbits, and they certainly are very appealing, I believe it is best to begin with purebred rabbits. Purebred rabbits may cost more than crossbred rabbits, but here are some of the many advantages that soon make up for the difference in price:


[image: image] It costs just as much to house and feed a crossbred as it does a purebred.


[image: image] If you plan to breed and sell rabbits, purebred young bring a better sale price. You can therefore soon make up the difference in the initial cost of your parent stock (the mother and father).


[image: image] If you want to show your rabbits—and showing is fun!—why not raise rabbits that will qualify to exhibit at a greater number of shows?


A good way to begin learning about the different breeds is to pay a small fee and become a youth member of the American Rabbit Breeders Association (A.R.B.A. For address, see page 140.) This organization has a lot to offer. Your membership will include a guidebook that has pictures and a written description of every breed. The American Rabbit Breeders Association also publishes a book called The Standard of Perfection, which can be very useful to you. The Standard gives a detailed, up-to-date description of each breed. This is a good book to own.


[image: image]


This book has pictures and descriptions of every rabbit breed.


Besides reading about the different breeds, find out where you can see rabbits in your area. If an agricultural fair is held in your community, be sure to check out the rabbit department. Local breeders will be sure to have animals on display. This is an opportunity to meet with breeders and to see several different breeds. An even larger number of breeds can usually be found at local rabbit shows that are held under the guidelines of the American Rabbit Breeders Association. These shows are called sanctioned shows, and they usually attract exhibitors from a fairly large area. If you become a youth member of the American Rabbit Breeders Association, you can find out about rabbit shows in your area by looking in the magazine that comes to you with your membership. Each issue includes a listing of upcoming sanctioned shows. Your membership also brings you a yearbook that lists all A.R.B.A. clubs and members. If you write a note to the club nearest you, you will find out about all the club’s scheduled events, including shows.


Whether you attend a fair or a sanctioned show, try to make yourself just look and learn the first few times you go—don’t buy. This won’t be easy, because there will be lots of rabbits for sale and you are sure to see several that you would like to take home. Try to put off a purchase until you have found a breed that appeals to you and one that will also fill your needs as a breeder. Before buying, it’s important to decide exactly why you are going to raise rabbits. Do you want to raise rabbits as pets or because you would like to make a hobby of breeding and /or showing rabbits; or are you interested in raising rabbits in order to sell their wool, fur, or meat? Since rabbit breeds have been developed for certain characteristics, you will find some breeds are more suited to one or more purposes than to others.


Good Breeds for Pets


An increasing number of people keep rabbits as pets. As pets, rabbits are relatively inexpensive, they can be kept indoors or out, they make no noise, they have few veterinary needs (including no vaccination), their initial cost is low, and daily care is not demanding. These features make rabbits ideal pets for busy, modern families. Any breed may be kept as a pet, but if you want to raise rabbits primarily to sell as pet rabbits, you are wise to consider some of the smaller breeds.


Netherland Dwarf. If you begin showing your animals you will learn that among the many rules are standard weights for each breed. The Netherland Dwarf, for instance, is the smallest rabbit breed and, to be shown, they may be no more than 2½ pounds when they are mature. This breed is known for its round body, broad head, large, bold eyes, and short ears. Because it is small and has such a bright appearance, it makes a very appealing pet. The Netherland Dwarf comes in a wide variety of colors—over thirty different varieties are recognized. This breed has small litters (two to three young in an average litter), so if you want to breed Netherland Dwarfs, you won’t have as many to sell as you would if you were raising most other breeds.


[image: image]


Netherland Dwarf


Dutch. The distinctive markings of the Dutch make them very attractive pets. Their small size (3½ to 5½ pounds), plus their mild personality, make them a good choice for young children. Dutch are available in six color varieties. Not all the young in a litter will be marked in the way needed to make them of show quality.


[image: image]


Dutch


Mini Lop. Their outgoing personality and cute lopears make the Mini Lop a popular choice. The breed comes in many colors. You’ll find them grouped in two show categories: colored pattern or broken pattern, which includes any recognized color combined with white. Although the Mini Lop is no longer the smallest lop-eared breed, its top weight of 6½ pounds makes it a good choice even for families without a lot of space, and it is a breed that is easy for beginners to raise.


[image: image]


Mini Lop


Holland Lop. Smaller than the Mini, the Holland Lop weighs 3 to 4 pounds when it is mature. You can tell by its broad, bold head and small, compact body that it is closely related to the Netherland Dwarf. Like other lops, the Holland comes in many colors. At shows, it will be placed in either a colored or broken category.


[image: image]


Holland Lop


Raising Rabbits as a Hobby


It is very common for people who have raised a rabbit or two as a pet to become interested in taking on the hobby of breeding rabbits to sell them. All breeds are suitable for this activity, and the most important reason to decide which breed to raise is simply to choose one that appeals to you. You may have to take a second or third choice depending on these other factors that must also influence your decision:


[image: image] Availability. Is your chosen breed raised in your area? If you select a breed that is popular locally, you will have a greater choice of quality animals.


[image: image] Cost of animal. You will find that some breeds command higher prices than others.


[image: image] Cost of care. Other factors, such as breed size, also affect overall costs, since larger breeds need larger housing and consume more feed.


[image: image] Amount of care. Angoras, which must be groomed daily, take more time than other breeds.


[image: image] Ease of raising. Some breeds, such as Netherland Dwarfs and Holland Lops, can be difficult to raise.


Angora Breeds


In recent years, natural fibers and hand-crafted items have become very popular. This has brought about a new appreciation for the Angora rabbit breeds. Soft and warm, Angora wool is obtained by pulling the loose hair from the mature coat. Because you are really just helping the natural shedding process, this hand plucking does not hurt the animal. The plucked wool can then be spun into yarn. Clothing made from Angora wool brings a very high price. Although Angora rabbits require some special management (they need to be groomed often), raising them and selling their wool is an excellent project for young people.


English Angora. This is the fanciest of the Angora breeds. A relatively small animal (5 to 7½ pounds), it is known for its luxuriously soft wool. The breed includes two color varieties, white and colored, of which there are approximately thirty different shades.


French Angora. Larger than the English Angora, the French weighs in at 7½ to 10½ pounds. The English and French differ in other ways, as well:


[image: image] French wool has a coarser texture than English.


[image: image] French has normal fur up to the first joint on its feet and legs, whereas the English has wool to the ends of its feet.


[image: image] The head of the French is plain, whereas the English has long decorative wool on its ears and face. This longer wool on the head of the English Angora is called furnishings.


[image: image]


French Angora


Giant Angora. This is the largest of the Angora breeds. If you show them, mature animals must be at least 8½ pounds. The Giant Angora comes only in white. Like the English, the Giant has wool on all parts of its body.


Satin Angora. The unique feature of the Satin Angora is that its wool is similar to that of Satin fur rabbits (see page 12). Satin Angora wool has extra sheen because, like the Satin fur rabbit, its hair shaft is more transparent than that in normal fur. Like English and French Angoras, the Satin comes in white and colored varieties.


Furnishing. The long decorative wool on the head of an English Angora.


Two other rabbit breeds have wool, instead of normal fur—the Jersey Woolly and the American Fuzzy Lop. These are small breeds. Due to their small size, they produce less wool and so they are more suitable for pets or show than for wool production.


[image: image]


Satin Angora


Raising Rabbits for Meat


When you raise rabbits for meat, you will not think of them as pets. However, all rabbits in your care should


[image: image] Be treated with kindness and respect


[image: image] Have clean housing with adequate room that protects them from harsh weather conditions


[image: image] Receive appropriate nourishment and health care


[image: image] Be protected from danger, such as wild animals


Meat Breeds


If you are interested in meat production, consider those breeds that are termed “medium-sized breeds.” These weigh about 9 to 12 pounds when they are mature. Although not all medium-sized breeds are ideal for meat production, the following popular breeds are worth looking into.


New Zealand. This breed has long been the top contender for the Number One meat-producing breed. Although it comes in three color varieties—red, white, and black—it is the white that has proven most popular for serious rabbit-meat-producing businesses. The New Zealand is known for its full, well-muscled body type and for its ability to grow market-ready fryers (4 to 5 pounds live weight) by 8 weeks of age.


Californian. Running neck and neck for first place with the New Zealand, the Californian is another outstanding meat-type breed. This breed comes in only one color—a white rabbit with black coloring on the feet, tail, ears, and nose.


[image: image]


New Zealand


[image: image]


Californian


Champagne D’Argent. One of the oldest rabbit breeds, this silver-colored rabbit is born completely black and gradually turns silver as it matures.


[image: image]


Champagne D’Argent


Palomino. This is another breed that combines an attractive color with a body type that is well suited for meat production. Developed in the United States, rabbits in the breed come in two colors, golden and lynx.


[image: image]


Palomino


Florida White. Although the Florida White is not in the 9 to 12 pound range, it is a good meat-type rabbit. This 4 to 6 pound rabbit was an American creation. Its smaller size makes it especially appropriate for young rabbit raisers.

OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg
1991 thew 1995

A Rkt Brembers Ao
Sy ——————





OEBPS/styles/page-template.xpgt
 

   

     
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
            
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/images/f00vii-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f00vii-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/box.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f00vi-01.jpg
uuuuuuuuuuuuuu

25 species of —Jp ex: sivitagus

Rabbits | cottontais

v










OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0010-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0005-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781612123271.jpg
Youy

Rabbit

A Kid’s Guide to

Ralsmg and Showmg






OEBPS/images/f00vii-03.jpg
Mo
Gy






OEBPS/images/pub.jpg
¥

Storey Publishing





