
  [image: Cover of SparkNotes Guide to Go Down, Moses by SparkNotes Editors]


  Go Down, Moses


  William Faulkner


  © 2003, 2007 by Spark Publishing


  This Spark Publishing edition 2014 by SparkNotes LLC, an Affiliate of Barnes & Noble


  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (including electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from the publisher.


  Sparknotes is a registered trademark of SparkNotes LLC


  Spark Publishing

  A Division of Barnes & Noble

  120 Fifth Avenue

  New York, NY 10011

  www.sparknotes.com /


  ISBN-13: 978-1-4114-7528-1


 Please submit changes or report errors to www.sparknotes.com/.


  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


  Contents


  



  Context


  Summary


  Characters


  Was


  The Fire and the Hearth


  Pantaloon in Black


  The Old People


  The Bear


  Delta Autumn


  Go Down, Moses


  Analysis


  Study Questions


  Review & Resources


  Context


  William Faulkner was born in New Albany, Mississippi, in September 1897; he died in Mississippi in 1962. Faulkner achieved a reputation as one of the greatest American novelists of the twentieth century largely based on his series of novels about a fictional region of Mississippi called Yoknapatawpha County, centered on the fictional town of Jefferson, Mississippi. The greatest of these novels--among them The Sound and the Fury,Light in August, and Absalom, Absalom!--rank among the very finest novels of world literature.


  Faulkner was especially interested in moral themes relating to the ruins of the Deep South in the post-Civil War era. His prose style--which combines complex, uninterrupted sentences with long strings of adjectives, frequent changes in narration, many recursive asides, and a frequent reliance on a sort of objective stream-of-consciousness technique whereby the inner experience of a character in a scene is contrasted with the outward appearance of the scene--ranks among his greatest achievements. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1949.


  Written during the late 1930s, Go Down, Moses is not generally ranked among Faulkner's very greatest works; it is, however, one of his most interesting, particularly from a structural standpoint. Not quite a novel but more than a collection of short stories, Go Down, Moses is comprised of seven separate, complete stories, which interrelate on a number of levels, and which deal with many of the same characters and places, most specifically the McCaslin plantation and the descendents of Carothers McCaslin. The complex mosaic of themes and histories that emerges from this structure remains a vivid and moving statement on the role of man in nature, the idea of property and of patrimony, and the nature of family.


  Summary


  Go Down, Moses is a collection of short stories (and two longer stories, "The Fire and the Hearth" and "The Bear") that, together, tell the composite history of the McCaslin family, of the descendents of Carothers McCaslin and the residents of the plantation he founded. The complete histories emerge gradually over the course of the book, with bits of information appearing in successive stories to clarify, complete, and sometimes controvert the information given in previous stories. But each story has its own plot, as well, independent of the other stories. The stories are:


  "Was," in which young McCaslin Edmonds helps his Uncle Buck chase the slave Turl to Hubert Beauchamp's plantation, where Buck narrowly avoids having to marry Beauchamp's sister Sophonsiba, and returns with Tennie, a slave for Turl to marry--which will stop him from escaping so often.


  "The Fire and the Hearth," in which Lucas Beauchamp, Carothers McCaslin's grandson descended from a negro lover, searches for buried treasure on the McCaslin plantation, only to be thwarted by his wife's decision to divorce him.


  "The Pantaloon in Black," in which a big negro named Rider struggles with grief over his wife Mannie's early death and ends up killing a white man and getting lynched in retribution.


  "The Old People," in which a young boy named Isaac McCaslin, under the tutelage of his part-Indian mentor Sam Fathers, kills his first buck, is anointed in its blood, and sees a giant, almost mystical buck that Sam refers to as "grandfather."


  "The Bear," in which Isaac McCaslin becomes a master hunter and, with the group of older hunters at Major de Spain's camp, tracks Old Ben, a giant bear; later, his experiences cause him to repudiate his birthright and refuse the inheritance of the McCaslin plantation, out of a belief that no man can own the land.


  "Delta Autumn," in which Isaac McCaslin, now an old man, goes on a final hunting trip to the Mississippi River Delta, where he meets a young woman who has had Carothers Edmonds's child.


  "Go Down, Moses," in which Gavin Stevens, the Jefferson district attorney, helps Molly Beauchamp acquire the body of her executed grandson.


  Characters


  
    Carothers McCaslin - The patriarch of the McCaslin family and the founder of the McCaslin plantation. Most of the important characters are his descendents, through one of three branches: the male branch (Isaac, descended from Carothers's son Buck), the female branch (the Edmondses, descended from Carothers's daughter and her husband, Edmonds), and the negro branch (Tomey's Turl and his descendents, including Lucas Beauchamp, descended from Carothers's affair with his slave-girl Tomey).

  


  
    Isaac McCaslin - Carothers McCaslin's grandson, the son of Buck McCaslin and Sophonsiba Beauchamp; born in the late 1860s. Raised by his second-cousin McCaslin Edmonds. Taught to hunt as a young boy by Sam Fathers, he remains deeply committed to the wilderness and to hunting. At 21, renounces his inheritance and gives the plantation to McCaslin Edmonds.

  


  
    McCaslin Edmonds - The great-grandson of Carothers McCaslin, descended from Carothers's daughter. Raised by his Uncle Buck and Uncle Buddy, he, in turn, raises Buck's son, Isaac McCaslin. Inherits the plantation at the age of 37, when 21-year-old Isaac refuses to take it as his own inheritance.

  


  
    Lucas Beauchamp - The part-negro grandson of Carothers McCaslin, the son of Tennie and Tomey's Turl. A tenant farmer on the old McCaslin plantation when it is owned by Carothers Edmonds.

  


  
    Theophilus McCaslin - Carothers McCaslin's son, Amodeus McCaslin's twin brother, Isaac McCaslin's father. Runs the McCaslin plantation while Amodeus tends the house. (Theophilus and Amodeus are more usually called "Buck" and "Buddy," respectively.) Eventually marries Sophonsiba Beauchamp, Isaac's mother.
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