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INTRODUCTION


Hello, or welcome back. If you’ve journeyed with me through the delicious pages of my first book, The Ultimate High Protein Handbook, if you’ve got my Food For Fitness app or if you already follow me on social media (@ScottBaptie), you know that I am all about bringing the benefits of high-protein eating to your dinner table with healthy, simple and scrumptious recipes.


If you’ve just picked this book up off the shelf and thought ‘ooh, I like the look of that’, firstly, thank you so much; secondly, the super-quick intro is that my name is Scott, I’m a sports nutritionist, former fitness cover model and high-protein recipe aficionado. Around 10 years ago, when I was stuck in a boring desk job, I set up a nutrition and fitness blog called Food For Fitness, posting workouts, meal plans and recipes. It evolved into a business and soon the high-protein recipes I was coming up with for my coaching clients became their favourite part about their meal plan. So much so that I knocked up my first High Protein Handbook as a digital PDF and that was really the first step that led us to where we are today.


In this book, my second culinary ‘real book’ adventure, The Everyday High Protein Handbook, I’m thrilled to bring you another collection of 80 recipes from around the globe that are not just mouth-watering but are also protein-packed powerhouses!


We’ve got 60 brand-new recipes that were created just for this book along with 20 of my most popular recipes that you might already be familiar with. On those ‘follower favourite recipes’ you’ll find a handy QR code; if you scan it, you’ll be taken to YouTube where you’ll be able to see a full recipe video.


This book is for everyone – whether you’re a fitness enthusiast looking to fuel your workouts, a busy parent seeking nutritious yet quick midweek meals, or simply someone aiming to boost their diet with more protein. My goal is to show you that eating healthier doesn’t mean sacrificing flavour or spending hours in the kitchen. These recipes are designed to fit into your everyday life, offering a perfect blend of convenience and taste.


As with my first book, I’ve included all the macros and calorie counts for each recipe. And to make your health journey even smoother, you’ll find a handy barcode with each recipe to scan directly into all the major food diary apps. It’s all about making healthy eating as straightforward and enjoyable as possible.


For many of the recipes, I include some recommended sides and serving suggestions. To clarify, these side dishes have not been included as part of the nutritional information. The reason for this is that they are just suggestions, and how much or how little rice, for example, that you’d serve with a meal will depend on you. Including 50g of rice might be perfect for some people but for others trying to support recovery after exercise or build muscle, 50g wouldn’t be sufficient. So, if I include something as ‘To serve’ and it's in the ingredients list, it will be included in the nutritional breakdown, but if something says ‘(optional)’ or isn't in the ingredients list, then it won’t. I do add some serving suggestions in the recipe methods, but it's up to you to decide if you want to follow them or not.


This book has been thoughtfully organised into sections based on different protein sources. Whether you’re in the mood for chicken, beef or vegetarian options, you’ll find a diverse range of recipes catering to your preferences. This layout makes it easy to navigate and choose meals that align with your dietary needs or cravings for the day.


So, let’s turn the page and embark on this delicious high-protein journey together. Here’s to good food, great health, and moments of joy around the dinner table.


Bon appétit!





Why high protein?


Superfoods aren’t really a thing. But. . . if they were, protein would probably be right up there as the number 1 contender.


Protein and satiety


One of the main benefits of protein is that it can help keep hunger pangs at bay. When you eat it, certain hormones are released that send messages to your brain telling it that you’re nice and full. In fact, protein is more satiating than carbohydrates or fats, meaning it can help you feel fuller for longer after eating. This can be a game-changer when it comes to sticking to a healthy eating routine and avoiding snacking between meals to stave off hunger.


Thermic effect of food (TEF)


Another reason why high-protein diets are the bee's knees is due to the thermic effect of food (TEF). TEF is essentially the amount of energy your body uses to digest, absorb and metabolise the nutrients in the food you eat. Protein has a higher thermic effect than carbohydrates or fats, meaning your body burns more calories when processing protein-rich foods. When you bump up your protein intake, you’re essentially giving your metabolism a boost!


Muscle preservation


Another plus is that a higher protein intake can help you hold on to muscle. This is a good thing, even if you don’t want to look like a bodybuilder! Muscle is more metabolically active than fat, meaning it burns more calories at rest. High-protein diets can help you preserve muscle mass during weight loss, ensuring that the weight you lose is primarily from fat stores. This isn’t about losing fat to ‘look’ skinny; the end goal is to look and feel healthy, full of life and athletic, and holding on to muscle is the way to do this.


How much protein should I be eating?


How much protein you require depends on many factors, such as your goals, your body fat levels, your weight and so on. If you’re simply trying to eat healthier, I wouldn’t try and overanalyse this and fixate on a number (unless you’re specifically tracking calories and/or macros). Just try and eat more protein any time you have a meal or snack. And hopefully by cooking the recipes in this book you’ll be able to do just that.



Kitchen essentials


Just like in my last book, I am not going to tell you the obvious – that you should have a sieve, some pans, a chopping board, etc. I don’t want ‘filler’ rubbish in this book, only stuff that will actually help you to eat better, so I want to get on to the recipes ASAP.


That being said, there are a few things that will make life easier for you.
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Digital food scales


If you don’t have these, get some. They’re much more accurate than the old-school analogue ones with a moving needle.
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Minced garlic and ginger


Because I can’t be bothered faffing around peeling garlic and ginger, I use ready-made jars of garlic paste and ginger paste in all my recipes, as well as a combined garlic and ginger paste which contains about half and half minced garlic and ginger. This makes life super-speedy and you’ll notice that when I’m using both garlic and ginger in a recipe the quantities are often the same, so you can just grab one jar. It’s exactly what Indian restaurants use for speed and efficiency and you can usually find it in your local supermarket, or just jump online. If you are using whole garlic cloves, 1 medium-sized garlic clove will give you 5g of minced garlic.
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One decent, sharp chef’s knife


There are no recipes in this book that don’t require some form of cutting, slicing or chopping beforehand. Therefore I would strongly recommend you invest in one good-quality chef’s knife. Forget 20 different types of paring knife; just get one decent chef’s knife that’s around 18–20cm and you can pretty much use it for any chopping you require. If you look at my YouTube videos, you’ll see I use one knife for everything. Look after it and sharpen it regularly and it’ll be like a hot knife through butter.


That’s it, three things. Easy, right?






Freezing food


Unlike many other cookbooks, I haven’t included notes for each recipe on whether it can be frozen or not. This is generally because most of the things I cook are freezable, because I cook in bulk at home. There are four of us in the house, so I usually cook 6–8 portions of something and bung the rest in the freezer. Most of the recipes in this book will make about 4 portions but you can easily scale these up to fill the freezer for another day.


In general I wouldn’t freeze recipes that have the rice or pasta included as part of the dish, so things like a pilaf, biryani or pasta mixed through meat and sauce would be a no-go. The reason is because I often find they don’t reheat well and can go a bit stodgy. There are still quite a few myths around storing and reheating rice but the issue isn’t the reheating, it’s the storing. Specifically, you want to get rice into the fridge as soon as it’s cooled down – don’t leave it sitting around on a worktop for hours.


Some dairy-based sauces or coconut milk-based sauces can seem to disappear once they’ve been frozen; when you heat them up there is hardly any sauce, so I wouldn’t freeze them. And finally, if you have a recipe that stirs through some form of low-fat dairy at the end then I wouldn’t freeze that either. But like I said, most recipes CAN be frozen. Just make sure you reheat them so they’re piping hot before you eat them again.


Now we've got all that out the way, let's get cooking!
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Sweet Potato Cottage Pie


We’re reinventing a classic with this recipe. It’s a comfort food twist you didn’t even know you needed. This dish combines the savoury goodness of steak mince with the sweet touch of smooth, creamy sweet potatoes. When it comes out of the oven all bubbly and slightly crispy on top, you’ll see (and smell) the magic I’m talking about!
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PREP TIME: 20 MINS


COOK TIME: 2 HRS


SERVES: 8


For the mince


1 tbsp olive oil


2 onions, chopped


2 carrots, chopped


2 parsnips, chopped


15g minced garlic


1kg steak mince (5% fat)


2 tbsp flour


1 tbsp mixed herbs


1 tsp ground cinnamon


1 tbsp tomato purée


150ml red wine


500ml beef stock


2 tbsp balsamic vinegar


For the mash


1.5kg sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into large chunks


10g butter


1 tsp dried rosemary


Heat the olive oil in a large, non-stick pan over a medium heat, then throw in the onions, carrots, and parsnips and cook, stirring, for 10–15 minutes until the vegetables have softened. Add the garlic and fry for a further 30 seconds.


Add the mince and brown, breaking it up with a wooden spoon, then add the flour and stir through.


Add the mixed herbs, cinnamon, tomato purée, red wine, stock and balsamic vinegar and mix until everything is combined. Reduce the heat and simmer for 25–30 minutes until the sauce has thickened and you have a nice gravy that coats the mince and vegetables.


While the mince is simmering, bring a large pan of salted water to the boil and cook the sweet potatoes for about 20 minutes, or until soft. Drain, then return the sweet potatoes to the pan, add the butter and rosemary and mash until smooth.


Preheat the oven to 220°C (200°C fan)/425°F/gas 7.


Once the meat is cooked, spoon it into a large ovenproof dish and cover it with the sweet potato mash. Bake in the hot oven for 30–40 minutes, or until it is bubbling and the sweet potato is starting to brown on top. Serve.


 


NUTRITIONAL INFO PER SERVING:


414 CALORIES


32g PROTEIN


45g CARBS


10g FAT
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Scan here for the recipe video
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