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So who is Robin Cooper?


Vinegar brewer, dartboard designer, octopus owner and champion bathtub polisher, Robin Cooper is all of these things, it just depends to whom he’s writing …


Robin Cooper might also be the pseudonym for Robert Popper. Robert is a writer and television producer, the co-creator and co-star of BBC2’s award winning comedy series Look Around You, and producer of Channel 4’s Peep Show.


His first book, The Timewaster Letters was a bestseller, and his debut novel The Timewaster Diary, will be published in 2007.
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Robin Cooper
Brondesbury Villas
London

Prince Charles

The Prince of Wales

St James’ Palace

London SW1A 1BS

26th May 1999

Dear Your Highness,

For years I have followed your comments on the state of British ‘Architecture’ with great interest. I share your views whole-heartedly, and feel, like you, that it is time to take a more Classical approach to the design of our public buildings.

You’re a busy man, so I’ll get straight to the point. I am a very keen amateur architect, and I believe that I have what it takes to become your own personal adviser on all things architectural.

You’ll be pleased to know, Your Highness, that I don’t ask for much, just a desk, some paper, a couple of pencils, and food and lodgings for my family.

But before you make your decision, please take time to view my latest designs (enclosed). They should give you a good idea of my worth as an architect.

The designs are for a new Dogs’ Home. The idea came to me after my wife and I visited our local Dogs’ Home last year. The building was in an awful state. On top of that, my wife broke a heel on a loose paving stone, and I was almost mauled to death by a manky old Collie!

So confident am I of my new appointment, that I shall be resigning from my present job in two weeks time.

I look forward to hearing from you with the good news – boss!

Your humble servant,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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THE PRINCE OF WALES DOGS’ HOME

Key

A Main Entrance

B1 Kitchen

B11 Bathroom

B111 Storeroom for dry and canned foods

B1a Luxury quarters for small pedigrees’

B1b Luxury quarters for large pedigrees’

B11a Standard kennel class for cross breeds (Holds up to 15 dogs per cell)

B11b Standard Kennel class (Same as B2a)

B11c Standard Kennel class (Same as B2b including toilets)

B11d Infected Breeds and ugly dogs

B11e Quarantine area (Foreign speaking dogs)

B11f Animal hospital (Including quarters for TV crews / Rolf Harris etc.)

C Dog Licence library

D Storage lockers for collars, identity tags, bells etc.

E Exercise run.

F Beauty centre for small pedigrees’

G Manure garden / K9 latrine

H All good dogs go to heaven (Graveyard and incinerator)

I Staff quarters

J Trained staff quarters

K11 Training pit

K111 Punishment area

K1V Cash point machine and mini mart

KV Puppy garden and Kitten annex

L Reception

M1 Empty room

M11 Empty room

M111 Empty room

M1V Empty room

MV Empty room

MV1 Empty room

MV11 Empty room

N Magnificent K9 Mosaic roof (Designed by Stephen Jiffer BA)

This is a photocopy from the original blueprint drawing. Not to be copied, reproduced, or traced.

Ownership control of Mr. Robin Cooper Esq.
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From: The Office of HRH The Prince of Wales

8th June, 1999

Dear Mr. Cooper,

The Prince of Wales has asked me to thank you for your letter of 26th May about your architectural requests.

His Royal Highness is grateful to you for taking the trouble to write to him but regrets that he is unable to comply with your request. The Prince of Wales receives many letters every week asking for his assistance, but he simply cannot help on every occasion.

His Royal Highness has asked me to send you his best wishes and trusts that your wife’s ankle is mending.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Miss Henrietta Rolston

Robin Cooper, Esq.




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Prince Charles

The Prince of Wales

St James’ Palace

London SW1A IBS

16th June 1999

Dear Your Highness,

I received a reply to my previous letter (dated 26th May) on 8th June. It was sent to me - on your Royal Behalf - by Miss Henrietta Rolston.

Let me refresh your memory. I wrote to you regarding working as your Architectural Adviser, and I enclosed my design for ‘The Prince of Wales Dogs’ Home’. You may recall that I was going to resign from my job so that I could work for you.

Well, I did just that. Having worked for 19 years as a trampoline tester for Hilliard Gymnastics Supplies, I handed in my letter of resignation to Mr Hilliard himself. I told him where to stick his trampolines, and then proceeded to set fire to his waste paper basket. Even as I was turfed out onto the street, I felt like a million dollars because I knew that I would be working for you, My Highness.

Imagine my horror when I received a letter the very next day from your office, which stated, and I quote, “he (you) is (are) unable to comply with your (my) request”

Well thanks a lot! I am now out of work, and a laughing stock in the trampolining world.

My Lord, I beg you to reconsider - otherwise I face a life of wandering the streets, shouting at buses and eating rotten onions out of bin bags.

I look forward to a swift response and please can I have my designs back.

Your humble (d) servant,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper

PS – My wife’s ankle is still in a bandage.
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From: The Office of HRH The Prince of Wales

2nd July, 1999

Dear Mr. Cooper,

The Prince of Wales has asked me to thank you for your further letter of 16th June.

Your reasons for writing as you did are appreciated, but I am sorry that you were disappointed by Henrietta Rolston’s response. As she explained in her letter, most unfortunately it is not possible for His Royal Highness to offer you employment. You asked for your artwork to be returned and you will find it enclosed.

The Prince of Wales has asked me to send you his best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Mrs. Hilton Holloway

Robin Cooper, Esq.




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Prince Charles

The Prince of Wales

St James’ Palace

London SW1A 1BS

17th August 1999

Dear Your Highness,

No doubt you recall me – I wrote to you on 16th June and also I wrote to you on 26th May in the year of Her Majesty 1999.

I, my Liege, was the man who gave up his job at Hilliard Gymnastics Supplies so that I could concentrate on becoming the Architectural Adviser to your Excellency, the Prince of Wales. You then wrote back and told me I couldn’t work for you. As you know, I was distraught

Let me give you an update on how things are going this end (I would ask you how you are but I read about you in the papers all the time so I know the answer). I managed to beg my old job back but have been forced to carry out petty and demeaning tasks as a kind of punishment and deterrent for others. Here is a breakdown of my day at work:

07:30 Clock in

07:40 Make tea for 18, coffee for 1 (Mr Hilliard)

08:20 Rinse cups

08:40 Clean staff cars (9)

11:00 Make coffee for 18, tea for 1 (Mr Hilliard)

11:30 Rinse cups

11:40 Polish and disinfect Mr Hilliard’s telephone and chair

12:00 Empty bins

12:15 Declog sinks (6)

12:45 Take orders for lunch

13:15 Finish making sandwiches for staff

14:15 Clear away sandwiches and wipe surfaces. Bake cake for tea.

15:00 Hose down front steps, check for loose stones and repair

15:15 Check for pigeons and gulls nesting on roof. Remove.

15:45 Make tea for 18, coffee for 2 (Mr & Mrs Hilliard). Give out cake

16:25 Rinse cups and plates

17:00 Drive Mr & Mrs Hilliard home. Leave car at Mr Hilliard’s.

18:30 Return to office by bus

18:35 Hoover premises, clear away office detritus

20:00 Take bus home.

Can you suggest a way out for me? Please reconsider using me as your Architectural Adviser. If you grant me the job. I will design you a new kitchen, the like of which you have never seen.

Please write back ASAP.

Your ever trustworthy servant,

[image: images]
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Robin Cooper

PS – My wife is having her ankle x-rayed on the 25th August.




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

James Lomax

Chippendale Society

C/o Temple Newsam House

Leeds

W Yorks

29th July 1999

Dear James,

My wife is Chippendale mad! She’s seen you and the lads do your act over FORTY times. Now that’s got to be a record!

I thought it would be a nice surprise to send my wife a signed photo of the Chippendales for her birthday. Can you oblige?

Many thanks in advance (I’ve enclosed a SAE).

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper

PS To be honest, I’m not so keen on my wife watching other men take their clothes off, but if it makes her happy, what can I do?




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

James Lomax

Chippendale Society

C/o Temple Newsam House

Leeds

W Yorks

16th August 1999

Dear James,

Hope you are well.

I wrote to you on 29th July requesting a signed photo of the lads ‘in action’ (letter included herewith).

I know you’re a busy man what with all your shows, but if you could pop one in the post, it’ll make my wife’s day!

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Mr Simon Goldstein

Divisional Director

Menswear

Marks & Spencer Plc

Michael House

Baker Street

W1A 1DN

3rd August 1999

Dear Simon,

I am a young designer specialising in menswear. I have designed garments for such illustrious names as Prince Fauud, Lord Lingley, Darren Hardy and ‘Pebbles’, Taper Heverington, Thomas Dolby, Ploughter Hynan, and Richard and Margaret de Compte - to name but a few. I now have a new collection that I guarantee will BLOW YOUR MIND, and I’m sure will be an instant success for Marks & Spencer.

Would you be interested in seeing some of my designs? If so, I would be happy to send you my sketches.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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9 August 1999

Mr R Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Dear Robin

Simon Goldstein has forwarded your letter onto me. If you would like to send me some of your sketches I would be happy to give you my views on them.

Yours sincerely

[image: images]

SIMON DAVY

Menswear Design Manager

[image: images]




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Simon Davy

Menswear Design Manager

Marks & Spencer Plc

Michael House

Baker Street

W1A 1DN

10th August 1999

Dear Simon,

Hearty thanks for your letter in reply to mine which was sent (to Mr Simon Goldstein) on 3rd August.

You requested some of my designs, so please find attached a few of my latest sketches. These designs are part of my latest collection, entitled ‘Scab’.

The inspiration behind ‘Scab’ comes from watching the blood congeal on an infected tortoise I once owned, named Sammy. Of course the clothes are designed with comfort primarily in mind and in keeping with the traditional values of Marks & Spencer’s fashion.

Anyway, I hope you like the ideas and welcome your thoughts (and orders!).

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper

PS – Isn’t it confusing having 2 Simons working in the same office?!



[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]


Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Mr R French

Chief Executive

The Kennel Club

Clarges Street

London

W1Y 8AB

26th August 1999

Dear Mr French,

Woof woof!

Hope you like my little joke. Will you print it in your next newsletter?

I look forward to your response.

Keep up the good work.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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THE KENNEL CLUB

Chief Executive: Mr R. French

[image: images]

Clarges Street ▪ Piccadilly
London W1Y 8AB

 

31 August 1999

Mr Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Dear Mr Cooper,

I am at a loss for woofs and, quite frankly, do not understand your little joke!

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Roger French

Chief Executive (Secretary)

[image: images]




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Jessica Alexander

Secretary

The Sleep Council

Chapel Hill

Skipton

N Yorks

15th December 1999

Dear Jessica,

I was fascinated to hear of your organisation, and wonder if you can help.

I am a very light sleeper and, on average, have about 3 hours sleep a night. Of late I have been told of a number of remedies which are meant to improve a night’s sleep. Before I try them, I thought I would ask an expert (you) if any of them do actually work.

1) Place a dozen feathers under the pillow.

2) Put a bowl of sugar at the foot of the bed and a bowl of salt at the other end.

3) Lay 3 metres of aluminium foil under the bed.

4) Get a cat to breathe over you for half an hour.

5) Repeat the phrase ‘Bim bim mim mim mim bim’ one hundred times to oneself before getting undressed for bed.

Do any of these actually aid sleep?

I would be grateful if you could let me know.

Many thanks in advance.

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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December 21, 1999

Mr R. Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Dear Mr Cooper

Thank you for your letter. I must say I have never come across the sleep tips you mention beforehand and Have no means to judge their efficacy or otherwise. Being of a rather pragmatic nature, I’m afraid I am rather skeptical – although your last tip, with its association with meditation, could well help as it would help you to relax.

Yours sincerely

[image: images]

Jessica Alexander King Associates
for The Sleep Council

[image: images]




Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Leonard Cox

Honorary Secretary

The National Vegetable Society

Newmarket Road

Redcar

1st February 2000

Dear Mr Cox,

I wonder if you can help.

I recently had lunch with a friend, during which I tasted a most interesting vegetable. From what I recall, its name was ‘sellery’. It was rather unusual, but nonetheless delicious.

I would very much like to procure some of this ‘sellery’ and would be most grateful if you could provide me with a list of stockists.

Many thanks,

Yours sincerely,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Reverend Barrie Williams

The Society of King Charles the Martyr

Chubb Hill

Whitby

N Yorks

25th August 2000

Dear Reverend Barrie,

May fortune smile ‘pon you.

I too am a keen fan of King Charles the Martyr.

I wonder if you would be gracious enough to receive a sweet poem I have penned in his glorious honour?

Best wishes,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Reverend Barrie Williams

The Society of King Charles the Martyr

Chubb Hill

Whitby

N Yorks

29th September 2000

Dear Barrie Williams,

I thank you for your response of 2nd September 2000 to my letter previous. Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay – I’m afraid I spent the last 3 weeks lost in Dartmoor after a hiking accident with my wife.

I send you a poem, penned in the honour of King Charles The Martyr. It is called ‘Syllabub Sovereign’.

SYLLABUB SOVEREIGN (by Robin Cooper)

O Where ist thy king,

King Charles, the Martyr?

Is he in the pantry,

Or stables,

Or Kindom yonder?

No, he ist by thy cook,

Supping the fruit and the milk,

Of the syllabub.

The syllabub that resteth,

‘Pon the regal table,

The regal table,

The regal table,

The regal table,

…Of the Lord.

I trust you are fond of my couplets and look forward to your response. I have 12 more poems, scribed in his (King Charles The Martyr)’s honour.

Best wishes,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper
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Robin Cooper

Brondesbury Villas

London

Reverend Barrie Williams

The Society of King Charles the Martyr

Chubb Hill

Whitby

N Yorks

12th October 2000

Dear Barrie Williams,

Many thanks for your letter of 8th October regarding my poem Syllabub Sovereign. I was delighted that it pleased you and would be more delighted still if you keep me informed as to when or whither it is included in ‘Church and King’.

You asked about the last line of the first stanza and if it should have read ‘kingdom’ or ‘kindom’. Good question. Well, I wrote ‘kindom’ when I should have wrote ‘kingdom’ but now that I have reread it, I’ve grown rather fond of ‘kindom’. However, please feel free to change it to ‘kindom’.

I have dug up another poem, transcribed in benefaction of the Glorious Martyr King. It is called The Looking Glass King.

THE LOOKING GLASS KING (by Robin Cooper)

The Looking Glass King,

Peered round and then in,

To the mirror of his soul,

Which was fashioned in tin.

“Youth, sweet youth,

Thou hadst left me all alone”,

“Yes”, came the reply,

“All alone, at home”.

“But I am the master,

The master of this realm”.

“I know”, came the reflection,

It’s thou that holdeth the healm”.

“I do indeed”,

Said the monarch, all perturbed,

“But thou artst the Martyr King,

Please do not be disturbed”.

When darkness fell,

The looking glass turn’d black,

And the King, quite alone,

Fashioned hemp into a sack.

I trust that this pleases your mind’s eye and look forward to your response. I have plenty more!

Best wishes,

[image: images]

Robin Cooper

[image: images]
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