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— FOREWORD —




Nobody really knows when the game of golf began. Of course, for generations the Scots have claimed it as their own, but there have also been many rumblings from the Dutch, who are very quick to say, ‘No, no, hold on a minute. We were playing a form of golf long before the Scots.’ I’m sure that, if you look very closely, you’ll find some Stone Age drawings depicting what appear to be people knocking round objects about with sticks!




The game of golf is a huge subject, and there’s no doubt that it’s been played in one form or another for at least 500 years. The glory of the game is that it’s not a shared-ball game, so there’s no physical aggression; plenty of mental stress but not too many bloody noses. In the words of David Forgan, it’s a science, a contest, a duel, calling for courage, skill, self-control and strategy. It’s always a great test of temper and a trial of honour, a revealer of character.





Henry Longhurst, with whom I worked for so many years on BBC Television, always used to say how fortunate we were that golf took us to so many beautiful places. Of course, there are grand football stadiums and cricket grounds, but even the most modest golf courses usually have shrubs, trees, flora and fauna, and a tranquillity not given to many games. The game of golf provides the opportunity for social intercourse, as well as an environment where the very best player can, because of the handicapping system, have a good match against a very modest player.





Golf is a mirror of life: everything is there to be seen, and a person’s game, on many occasions, is a reflection of their own personality. You can call a man anything but a cheat in golf. If you do, that stigma stays forever.





Golf is a game replete with sadness and joy, courage, inexplicable happenings and, above all, great humour. I hope you enjoy this collection of stories and trivia. They cover a whole variety of happenings, a great many of them true (although, I have to confess, one or two may be apocryphal). And who knows? When you come to the end of these pages, if you’re not a golfer now, you might just be tempted onto those green acres to have a go. Enjoy!
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— INTRODUCTION —


Of all the world’s major sports, the glorious game of golf is undeniably the one that most sharply divides popular opinion. While millions bask in the memories of the accidental overhead goal in the under-nines kickabout in the playground, indulge the delusion of the perfect swing of the bat that sent the ball gliding to a home run in the Cincinnati Little League or fondly remember the 400m relay at the school sports day, golf is generally absent from their ageing recollections. Why? Because, for most people (Scots apart), golf was simply not a youthful option, and the sport – for such it most certainly is – has long been regarded as an elitist activity, its frivolous pleasures restricted to a handful of wealthy plutocrats with too much time and money on their hands.





Golf, the argument continues, is a game for middle-aged, middle-class white men who stroll around a seemingly inexhaustible stretch of expensive real estate, pulling (rarely carrying) expensive technology designed to hit a white ball into a tiny hole a very long way away while attempting to surpass each other in the vulgarity of their clothing, opinions and abilities in this most apparently pointless of activities. What does this have to do with sport?





Well, if you play the game, you understand, and if you don’t, then generally you don’t. While golf, in some Neanderthal enclaves, still does its worst to live up to these accusations, the mass appeal of this endlessly absorbing and unpredictable game has never been greater. For every reactionary, boorishly opinionated country-club bigot there are – and always have been – countless thousands of golfing enthusiasts who are obsessed by golf and its unique, tantalising and frustrating challenge. And, unlike the aforementioned childhood memories, golf is far from a team game. There can be few other sports in which, when confronted by a serious problem, you look around for help and quickly realise, with a growing sense of panic, that it’s entirely up to you. No one else will help, and there’s no one else to blame. The ball just sits there, unmoving, passively awaiting your instructions. The result of your contact is either a joyful re-affirmation of your supreme, God-given ability to master this most existentially difficult of sports or a barely suppressed urge to strangle your opponent, who you’re convinced fiddled with his car keys on your downswing.





As this book demonstrates, although technical golfing ability varies profoundly between the prodigiously talented, albeit robotic millionaires who prowl the immaculate fairways of the USPGA Tour and the besotted but fairly useless rest of us, there is a God (or, perhaps, club secretary) of golf. He or She takes delight in manipulating the vagaries of the game, the often hilarious, undignified and ridiculous situations that lie in ambush as we trudge from hole to hole in the vain pursuit of golfing excellence, all the while sadly aware that, despite the odd accidental birdie, our nemesis inevitably awaits. The facts, anecdotes, incidents and observations included in the book demonstrate the varied and compelling nature of this exasperating yet most addictive of games, and underline the unfortunate truth that no golfer – from Tiger Woods to Bert up the road – can ever expect perfection. All we can do is play it as it lies and hope for the best.






Rab MacWilliam  
London, June 2005




















— THE QUOTABLE ALLISS —




‘Looks like a couple of Shetland ponies have been mating in there.’




– On Richard Zokor’s attempts to extricate himself from  the Road Hole bunker at St Andrews




‘You can’t trust anybody these days.’


– After US Walker Cup golfer Doug Clarke blessed himself before  trying a bunker shot and left the ball in the sand




‘Here he comes, the Queen Mother of golf. All he needs is a couple of corgis.’


– As Gary Player walked onto Royal Lytham’s last green  during the 2001 British Open




‘You really couldn’t find two more completely different personalities than these two men, Tom Watson and Brian Waites. One is the complete golf professional, the other the complete professional golfer.’


‘Gosh, what an enormous one for such a little chap!’


– On a drive by Jose Rivero




‘Five five five four seven. It’s like the dialling code for Tierra del Fuego.’


– Describing Duffy Waldorf’s first five holes in the  second round of the 2002 British Open Championship




‘Oh, I’m not sure this is the right move.’


– On Jean Van de Velde taking out his driver on the 18th tee  in the final round of the 1999 British Open at Carnoustie




‘If he gets that ball out, I’m retiring.’


– On Jean Van de Velde in the Barry Burn,  Carnoustie, 1999 British Open




‘In technical terms, he’s making a real pig’s ear of this hole.’


ALLISS: ‘What do you think of the climax of this tournament?’


PETER THOMSON: ‘I’m speechless.’


ALLISS: ‘That says it all.’


‘Oh dear, he’s here again. Chloroform, nurse, please.’


– On hearing a spectator shout, ‘Get in the hole!’




‘It’s coming up to four hours, which, by modern standards, is almost Linford Christie stuff.’


– On slow play during the 2002 Ryder Cup


‘Looks a bit like Jurassic Park in there.’


– On the rough at the 14th hole at Royal St George’s.


‘That’s ridiculous. That’s totally ridiculous. That’s completely impossible. He’ll have to go and have a lie down now.’


– After Phil Mickelson holes a 100ft putt.


‘I can remember, before you found all sorts around the Open, when the only thing you could buy was a doughnut from a tea-shop.’



— UNDER 60: GOLF’S FOUR-MINUTE MILE —




For virtually all golfers, shooting 59 on a regular course is a wild dream. The first man on record to shoot sub-60 was Sam Snead at the unofficial Greenbrier Classic in (when else?) 1959.







The first professional to record a 59 on the US Professional Tour was Al Geiberger on 10 June 1977, in the Danny Thomas Memphis Classic at the Colonial Country Club, although preferred lies were in operation and Geiberger could lift, clean and place the ball. His total included 11 birdies, one eagle and just 23 putts. The score was eventually equalled by Chip Beck in Las Vegas in 1991 and, more recently, by David Duval in the 1999 Bob Hope Classic, in which Duval shot a 28 on the back nine.







Annika Sorenstam became the first woman on the LPGA Tour to shoot 59, at the 2001 Standard Register Ping tournament, also taking 28 on the homeward nine. The lowest recorded total on a long course in the UK is 58, scored by British Ryder Cup golfer Harry Weetman on the 6,170-yard Croham Hurst Course in Croydon, Surrey, on 30 January 1956. In the USA, Shigeki Maruyama also scored 58 in a qualifying round of the US Open at the Woodmount Country Club in Washington, DC, four months after Duval’s 59.






— THE TALE OF BABE ZAHARIAS —



Arguably the greatest female athlete of the 20th century, Mildred Ella Didrickson Zaharias was born in Texas in 1911 of Norwegian stock. A sports prodigy as a young girl, she was nicknamed ‘Babe’ after baseball star Babe Ruth for her ability to smash the baseball out of sight. She excelled at every sport she took up, including basketball, baseball, swimming, track and field and tennis. When asked once if there was any sport she didn’t play, she replied, ‘Yeah, dolls.’ In the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics, she won gold in the hurdles and javelin and silver in the high jump, having already won many other track and field events in her younger years.







Zaharias was introduced to golf in 1933 by US sports writer Grantland Rice and was soon hitting 1,000 balls a day in practice, her hands normally blistered by the effort. She was barred from amateur events by the USGA because of her status as a professional athlete, and throughout the 1930s she toured the States, playing exhibition matches with such golfers as Gene Sarazen, who insisted that she was the finest woman golfer he had ever seen.







With a colourful, belligerent and egocentric personality, Babe wasn’t always popular with her fellow female competitors, but she paid little attention to such matters, knowing that on the golf course she was virtually unbeatable. Although she was slim and of average height, she could hit the golf ball over 250 yards. When asked how she did it, she replied, ‘You’ve got to loosen your girdle and let it rip.’







Babe’s amateur status was restored in 1943 and three years later she won the 1946 US Women’s Amateur Championship, beating Clara Sherman 11 and 9 in the 36-hole final. The following year she became the first American to win the British Ladies’ Amateur Championship, and between 1946 and 1947 she won 17 tournaments in a row.







Babe turned professional in 1949, was a founding member of the Ladies’ Professional Golf Association and was also the first lady professional at a golf club. In 1948 and 1950 she won the US Women’s Open, a title she won again in 1953, after recovering from an operation for cancer. By 1955 she had claimed 31 professional victories, but was told that year that her cancer had returned and was now terminal and inoperable. After a courageous struggle with the disease, she died, in terrible pain, in September 1956 at the age of 45.







A tomboy as a kid, Babe eschewed traditional ‘female’ behaviour in her attitude and dress, and, although she had married wrestler George Zaharias in 1939, her closest and most intimate friend was fellow golfer Betty Dodd, which in the eyes of many confirmed her lesbian sexuality. A social pioneer, Babe broke out of the stifling straitjacket of societal expectations and became a trailblazer for future generations of American women. Voted Woman Athlete of the Year on six occasions by Associated Press, her obituary in UK newspaper The Guardian was headlined, ‘DEATH OF WORLD’S GREATEST ATHLETE’.






— EXTREME GREENS —






The world’s longest golf course is the International Golf Club in Massachusetts, a long par 77 and 8,325 yards from the championship tees. The world’s largest green is that of the same club’s 695-yard fifth hole, a par six, with an area in excess of 28,000sqft.


The longest hole in the world is at the Satsuki Golf Club in Japan, where the Sano Course’s seventh hole (par seven) measures a whopping 909 yards. Currently under construction at Chocolay Downs, Michigan, however, is a 1,007-yard par six.



—ALLISS’ HALL OF FAME: ARNOLD PALMER—

If any one man turned golf from an elitist pastime to one played and watched by millions, that man was Arnold Palmer. The emergence of this son of a Philadelphian golf professional coincided with the birth of the TV age to create a new image for golf as a sport for the common people.


At his first Major trophy, the 1958 Masters, Palmer electrified the galleries with his dynamic, swashbuckling strokeplay and Devil-may-care attitude, and ‘Arnie’s Army’ – his band of supporters – was born. Palmer’s aggressive style – smashing the ball for seemingly miles, and then doing the same thing again – excited his loyal fans and made him the focus of every tournament in which he played. Palmer grabbed golf by the scruff of the neck and dragged it into the modern age, teaming up with agent Mark McCormack in a move that eventually brought millions into his pocket and into the sport generally.


In 1960 Palmer won the Masters again as well as the US Open, breathing new life into this hallowed but essentially backwater event and shooting 30 on the front nine of the last round to beat Nicklaus by two strokes. He won the PGA Money List in 1958, 1960, 1962 and 1964, and the List is now referred to as the Arnold Palmer Award. He won his first British Open title at Birkdale in 1961 and won again by six shots at Troon the following year.


Palmer made his 35th and final appearance in the competition at St Andrews in 1995. In his golden period up until the mid1960s he won two more Masters (1962 and 1964) and was US Player of the Year in 1960 and 1962. He won his last US Tour tournament – the Bob Hope Classic – in 1973, giving him 61 Tour victories, the fourth highest ever behind Sam Snead, Jack Nicklaus and Ben Hogan. He also played in six Ryder Cup teams (1961, 1963, 1965, 1967, 1971 and 1973).


In 1980 Palmer joined the fledgling Seniors’ Tour and won the PGA Seniors’ Championship that year. He won ten Seniors’ Tour events and has earned over $13 million on it. He owns Bay Hill Golf Club in Orlando, and the Bay Hill Invitational has become a regular event on the USPGA Tour.



— POET LAUREATE OF THE LINKS —

One of America’s finest ever amateur golfers, Charles ‘Chick’ Evans nonetheless played in seven US Amateur Opens without winning any of them. Indeed, he wrote a verse about his inability to win:








I’ve a semi-final hoodoo, I’m afraid.
I can never do as you do, Jimmy Braid.
 I’ve a genius not to do it,
 I excel at almost to it,
 But I never can go through it, I’m afraid.





This all changed in 1916, however, when Evans – an ex-caddie who had developed a foolproof way to find a missing ball by rolling around in the rough until his body encountered a small, round object – struck gold. Armed only with seven wood-shafted clubs – jigger, mashie, spoon, brassie, lofter, niblick and putter – he entered that year’s US Open, held at Minikahda Country Club, Minneapolis, opening with a 32 on the first nine and ending his first round with a 70. (Many players of the time often carried a set of 20 clubs or more.) He continued with a 69, 74 and 73 to win the tournament on a score of 286, which remained unbeaten for 20 years. Ten weeks later, he won the US Amateur Open at Merion Cricket Club, Philadelphia, 4 and 3 over Bob Gardner.


Evans is in good company, as he and Bobby Jones are the only American golfers ever to have won the US Open and Amateur titles in the same year. He is also the only golfer to have played in 50 consecutive US Amateur Opens, contesting his final tournament in 1962 at the age of 72.



— A SENSE OF CLOSURE —




Craig Stadler once hit a drive under a low-growing pine tree in the 1987 San Diego Open at Torrey Pines, California, and was able to hit his second shot only by kneeling on the ground. Laying a towel on the ground to protect his trousers from the pine resin, Stadler took his shot. The next day, TV viewers phoned in to complain that, under Rule 13.3, he had technically ‘built a stance’, which is illegal. As he had already filled in and handed over his card, and hadn’t added a two-stroke penalty, he had submitted a score lower than his real score and was disqualified. Several years later, he was invited back to the golf course and was offered a chain saw and asked if he would like to cut down the tree. He accepted with alacrity.








— BALLS AND IRONS: THE ORIGIN OF THE SPECIES —



Although the first golf balls were wooden, by the 17th century the projectile of choice was the ‘feathery’ ball, which was made of feathers stuffed and sewn into leather casings. A reputable manufacturer, such as Robertson’s of St Andrews, could manufacture three to four a day, at most, and they were correspondingly expensive. The disadvantage of the feathery – aside from the fact that it priced many people off the golf course – was that it had a tendency to burst if hit badly or too hard.







In 1848, the development of the gutta-percha ball changed the nature of the game. Made of rubber from the Malayan percha tree, such balls were solid and could be remoulded back into shape if damaged. (‘It’s nae gowff,’ said Mr Robertson, as you might expect.) Given the durability of the ‘guttie’, it was no longer necessary to use narrow-faced, slender wooden clubs, and shorter, broader-faced clubs such as the ‘brassie’ (two-wood) , ‘mashie’ (five-iron) and ‘niblick’ (nineiron) became the norm. ‘Irons’ were now overtaking the traditional wooden-faced clubs, the resilience of the guttie accommodating the greater force of the new metal-faced clubs, although the shafts continued to be made of bamboo, ash or hickory.







All this changed towards the end of the 19th century with the innovation of the ‘Haskell ball’, created by American inventor Coburn Haskell, who devised a structure in which lengths of rubber were wound around a solid core, introducing spring and length to the ball. Sandy Herd won the 1902 British Open using the Haskell ball. Goodbye guttie.







As for the size of a golf ball, in 1921 the R&A (Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews – see Glossary) decided on a diameter of 1.62in, while ten years later the USGA increased the size to 1.68in. Although the British size offered the average golfer more distance and control, the American ball had more ‘feel’ and was the choice of better golfers and professionals. In 1987 the American size was classed as mandatory by the R&A.







Alongside the changing technology of golf balls, in the early years of the 20th century the wooden shafts of golf clubs came to be replaced with steel ones, an irreversible shift that was legalised in Britain in 1929 by the R&A. Numbers soon replaced the old, familiar club names (come back, the ‘spoon’), and in 1939, in a move to prevent players from seeking unfair advantage, the number of clubs in a bag was limited to 14 by the USGA, followed the next year by the R&A. This remains the limit today, although at the 2001 British Open someone forgot to inform Ian Woosnam’s unfortunate caddie, who packed 15 clubs. His mistake cost Woosnam a two-shot penalty and the lead, prompting the Welshman to fume, ‘I give you one job to do and you can’t even get that right!’







Nowadays, although steel is the preferred material for clubs, graphite, titanium and boron are all making their mark. Interestingly, although today it’s rare to see players using wooden-headed clubs, they are still referred to as ‘woods’. 
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— THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN PATRICK DALY —






John Daly is one of the most watchable and skilful players in world golf. His phenomenal length off the tee, propelled by a spine-threatening, dizzying backswing (his motto is ‘grip it and rip it’), accompanied by his accurate longand mid-iron play and his feathery, delicate touch around the green, have brought him to the pinnacle of the game.


Daly is far from the average, whiter-than-white pro, however, and not for nothing is he known as ‘Wild Thing’. His much-publicised problems with alcohol, women, his own temper and the USPGA have dogged him throughout his career, but his popularity and rapport with the US golfing public have helped him to overcome his failings, and he is his own man. How many other Tour members drive between tournaments in a 90ft recreational vehicle, complete with three 42in plasma TVs? Have any other top golfers recorded a country-music CD (tracks include ‘All My Ex’s Wear Rolexes’ and ‘I’m Drunk [And Broke]’) documenting their rollercoaster careers? And who else in the Tour would dare to sport a mullet quite as extravagant as our man? (It’s now, thankfully, gone.)


Here’s a brief guide to some of the milestones in John’s life to date, along with some episodes best forgotten:










	1966

	Born in Carmichael, California. Starts playing golf at the age of four and has his first beer at eight.






	1987

	Leaves the University of Arkansas and turns pro.






	1991

	Nick Price pulls out of the USPGA Championship to be at the birth of his child on the eve of the tournament. The first eight alternates cannot make the tournament, so the ninth and last, John Daly, packs his beer and drives through the night to Crooked Stick in Indiana, a course he has never played before. The podgy, longhaired unknown shoots 69, without a practice round, on the first round and then, to the astonishment of the seasoned pros and TV commentators, adds 67–69–71. Daly becomes an immediate favourite with the crowds and high-fives his way around the final round, beating Bruce Lietzke by three strokes to become USPGA champion. He ends his astonishing first season 17th on the Money List and is voted Rookie of the Year. Later in the year he trashes a South Africa hotel room while drunk.






	1992

	Wins his second PGA Tour event, the BC Open, by six strokes, but is also put off a plane at 



Denver for drunkenly arguing with a stewardess. In December Daly is charged with third-degree assault of his then-wife 



Bettye, although the case is subsequently dropped. John enters rehab for the first time.






	1993

	Picks up his ball at the Kapula International in November after three successive double 



bogeys and is banned by the USPGA for three months.






	1994

	Earns his third Tour victory – helped by a secondround 64– in the BellSouth Classic, 



holding off the challenges of Nolan Henke and Brian Henninger. In August Daly has a tussle with a 61-year-old man after 



shooting 81 at the World Series of Golf.






	1995

	Wins his second Major, claiming the British Open at St Andrews. At the end of the third 



round Daly has shot 67–71–73, including one shot where he reaches the green of the 316-yard 12th with a one-iron and the 567-yard 14th with a driver and a six-iron, to score 71 on his final round. Costantino Rocca is the only man who can catch him, and the Italian needs a birdie on the 18th to force a playoff. Rocca fluffs his second shot from the Valley of Sin but sinks an incredible 70-foot birdie putt. Daly wins the four-hole strokeplay playoff by 15–19.






	1997

	Splits up with his second wife, Paulette, and undergoes six weeks of alcohol rehabilitation at the Betty Ford Clinic. Daly opens with a 66 at the USPGA but takes a 77 in the next round, then throws his clubs into the nearby woods. He is dropped by his sponsor, Wilson, and signs a deal with Callaway for $10 million – enough to pay off his 



gambling debts.






	1998

	Plays alongside Tiger Woods and Mark O’Meara in the Dunhill Cup, unbeaten in his four 



games. Daly also scores 18 on the par-five sixth hole at the Bay Hill Invitational, landing his ball in 

the water six times.






	1999

	Callaway cancel their contract, claiming that Daly has reneged on an agreement not to drink 



or gamble.






	2000

	Undergoing a personal and professional slump, Daly reaches the 18th hole of the first round of the US Open at Pebble Beach at three over par. When asked earlier what he thought the winning score might be, he replied, ‘Not mine.’ He was right. His tee shot goes out of bounds and his next two land in the ocean. Another shot ends up in the water and he then has to chip left-handed out of a bunker. He finishes with a 14 and withdraws, pleading, ‘Get me to the airport, fast.’ His world ranking collapses to 507th place.






	2001

	Things improve and Daly wins the BMW International Open, his first win on the European Tour since 1995. His season’s earnings total just under $830,000 and he ends up 61st on the Money List. He marries his fourth wife, Sherrie.






	2002

	Not such a successful year, although he wins the Tour Driving Distance for the 11th time with a record average of 306.8 yards,






	2003

	A bad year for Daly, who drops outside the world Top 200 rankings and withdraws, is disqualified or misses the cut in 16 of the 22 US Tour tournaments he enters. Although he wins the Korean Open on the Asian Tour, he has only one top-ten finish on Tour, at the Shell Houston Open. On top of this, there’s more rehab and Sherrie is indicted for laundering drug money just five days after their son, John Daly, Jr, is born. She later plea-bargains and is sentenced to five years’ probation.






	2004

	Things must improve, and they do. Still free of alcohol, but addicted to cigarettes and cola, Daly wins the Bay Hill Invitational, hitting a bunker shot from 100ft to within 4in of the pin to win the threeman playoff, his first US Tour triumph in 189 tournaments. He then comes fourth in the Nissan Open and then, later in the season, is second to Vijay Singh in the Buick Open, earning more than $1 million overall. He is disappointed not to be included as a wild card in the Ryder Cup but, as he says about team captain Hal Sutton, ‘I’m not going to kiss anyone’s ass.’











Despite his occasionally reprobate behaviour, Daly is a big-hearted and generous man who is involved with and supports many charities. David Davies in The Guardian wrote recently of seeing him on a practice round at the USPGA at Whistling Straits where, on catching up with the group ahead and hearing that one of their number was organising a charity event to pay his daughter’s medical bills, he went back to his motorhome, scooped up an armful of caps, club covers, shirts and CDs – which he normally sells to fans – and donated them to the charity. He also emptied his pockets, giving the startled father over $1,000. It’s not difficult to understand why the Wild Thing is so popular with golf fans.



— WRONG FOOT FORWARD —



At the 1953 Masters, Count de Benden – otherwise known as Johnny de Forest – found his ball stuck in the bank of the stream in front of the 13th green. He decided that his best option was to play the ball and so took off his left shoe and sock and rolled up his left trouser leg. He then carefully placed his bare foot on the bank and, to the consternation of the gallery, stepped into the water with his right foot.






— ENDURANCE GOLF 1 —



Floyd Satterlee Rood used the United States as a golf course when he played from the Pacific coast to the Atlantic between 14 September 1963 and 3 October 1964. In all, he played a total of 114,737 strokes and lost 3,511 balls on the 3,397.7mile trail.








— ALLISS ’ HALL OF FAME: BEN HOGAN —








A loner and perfectionist from an underprivileged background, Texan Ben Hogan was 34 years old before he won his first Major, the 1946 USPGA, but in the following seven years he establish himself as a golfing legend.






For such a relatively small man, ‘Bantam’ Ben was surprisingly long off the tee, and with his supremely accurate and consistent long game, honed by unstinting practice, he dominated US golf in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Hogan began with victories in the US Open and USPGA in 1948, but his career was interrupted by a serious car accident in 1949, leaving him with internal injuries, a double pelvic fracture and broken collarbone, ankle and rib. His injuries forced him out of the game for over a year, and even after that he found walking painful. A dogged and determined individual with little time for doubt and self-pity, he fought his way back into golfing contention and won his second US Open title in 1950 at Merion, then won it again in 1951 after a final-round 67 at Oakland Hills (‘If I had to play this course every week, I’d go into some other business,’ he commented) before triumphing in the Masters the same year.






Hogan’s finest year was 1953, when he picked up his fourth US Open title at Oakmont (beating Sam Snead by six strokes), won again in the Masters and was victorious in the British Open at Carnoustie, the only occasion he entered the tournament and, indeed, the only time he ever played in the British Isles. On his return from Carnoustie, he was given a ticker-tape parade in New York.






Hogan never again won a Major, although he came close on several occasions, coming second at the 1955 and 1960 US Open and in the 1954 and 1955 Masters. He won a total of 63 US Tour events, with only Sam Snead and Jack Nicklaus winning more. He also wrote the classic golf instruction book The Modern Fundamentals Of Golf, with Herbert Warren Wind, and the Hollywood biopic of his life, Follow  The Sun, starring Glenn Ford, was made in 1951. Hogan died in 1997.



— CELEBRITY GOLF —

‘Every rock ’n’ roll band I know, guys with long hair and tattoos, plays golf now.’ 






– Alice Cooper






In recent years, golf has shaken off its dowdy image. Contemporary celebrities who play the game include Jack Nicholson and Alice Cooper (both off single-figure handicaps), Willie Nelson (who owns a golf course in Texas), Neil Young, Bob Dylan, Joe Pesci, Smokey Robinson, Meat Loaf, Madonna, Dennis Hopper, Lou Reed, Samuel L Jackson, Will Smith and Sly Stallone, among many others.







From a slightly earlier generation, in the UK ‘comedians’ Jimmy Tarbuck and Bruce Forsyth and chat-show host Michael Parkinson are known for their love of the game, while in the USA Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Groucho Marx, Jack Lemmon, Howard Hughes and WC Fields were all devotees. Actor-comedian Caddyshack star Bill Murray still plays on pro-ams, notably at the Pebble Beach Pro-Am, where his antics are much appreciated by the gallery, and Clint Eastwood, mayor of neighbouring Carmel, is also a golfer. And talking of actors/politicians, Arnold Schwarzenegger, the mayor of California, enjoys the occasional game. Finally, one of the 20th century’s icons of cool was a keen golfer, if the authenticity of pictures showing Che Guevara dressed in his combat fatigues and swinging a five-iron is to be believed.






— CUP HISTORY —



Why is the diameter of the cup 4.25in? The origins of this lie with Musselburgh links, just outside Edinburgh, where in 1829 the first-ever hole-cutting tool was used. In 1893, the R&A (Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews) ruled that golf holes all over the world should be the same size, deciding that the holes at Musselburgh should be the model used. Those holes happened to be 4.25in wide, so this diameter was adopted everywhere and has been used ever since, even when the larger 1.68in-diameter golf ball was adopted in the USA in 1931.






— THE RULE OF LAW …—






If you’re a golfing obsessive, Decisions On The Rules Of Golf – issued by the USGA and the R&A – is your Kama Sutra. This small-format, tightly packed tidal wave of questions sent in by golfers on all aspects of the game is accompanied by the adjudications by the ruling bodies. Some are straightforward, some are abstruse and some are almost Jesuitic in their complexity and interpretation. A few – such as those listed below – make you wonder whether or not the people who submitted them have a proper perspective on life. (Interpretations are also included for those readers who really want to know.)







	A mushroom is growing on a player’s line of putt. Is the player entitled to relief?


	A ball lands against a dead crab in a bunker. May the crab be removed without penalty?


	A player’s ball lies under a parked car. What is the procedure?


	A player’s ball is lodged high in a tree. He identifies it with the aid of his binoculars (binoculars?) but is unable to retrieve it. Is the ball lost, in which case the player must invoke Rule 21.7?


	May a player open the door of a barn to enable him to play a shot through the barn?


	Is a snake an outside agency or a loose impediment?




Interpretations (abbreviated):









	The player should stop play and ask the Committee (what, all of them?) to remove the mushroom.


	Complex, but no.


	Depends on whether the car is or is not movable.


	No. Here, Rule 28 applies.


	Yes. The barn is an immovable obstruction but the doors are movable.


	If it’s live, it’s an outside agency. If it’s dead, it’s a loose impediment. But if it’s not moving, who’s going to check out the difference?














—… AND THE CODE OF CONDUCT —






In the Decisions On The Rules of Golf, etiquette comes first and foremost and is concerned with courtesy, safety and care of the course. The main points to remember are:
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