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      Pirate Mateys
 and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas:Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Blacktooth McGee:A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

      
      Flash Johnny:Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Grandfather:Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
      

      
      Greeny Jack:A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
      

      
      [image: image]

      
      Grenda:Snotty Nell’s daughter
      

      
      Gunner:The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: The Dandylion’s bosun, small and fast
      

      
      Owen Seabrook:Al’s best friend
      

      
      Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Slicer:The Invincible’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot:A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
      

      
      Snotty Nell:A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a worn-out old Indiaman called Nausi VIII

      
      Stanley Spong:A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
      

      
      Vicious Victor:A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      Invincible

      
      Alleric Breas had just finished polishing the Scabbard of Invincibility when his best friend, Owen Seabrook, bounced happily
         into the attic. Al held the scabbard up to show Owen and its four black diamonds glittered on the silver mesh.
      

      
      Owen picked up the Dragon Blood Sabre, which was beside Al, and swished it through the air. ‘Wow! Don’t they both look great?’
         he said.
      

      
      Snakeboot, their white, three-legged cat, purred loudly in approval from the lid of an old sea trunk.
      

      
      Owen reached out to touch the scabbard. ‘Does it work?’

      
      Al shrugged. ‘I’m not game to test it. To do that I’d have to try and injure myself.’

      
      ‘We could try something easy,’ suggested Owen. ‘I could stick a pin in your finger and see if it makes a mark.’

      
      Al reached into a cupboard drawer, rummaged around, found a pin and held it out. Owen gave Al’s hand a quick jab. To his surprise
         the pin bent, and to Al’s joy his finger was untouched.
      

      
      ‘Wow!’ the boys said together. They rushed downstairs to the bathroom, ran the hot tap and Al stuck his finger under it. He
         didn’t feel the hot water at all. ‘It works,’ he chortled. ‘It really works! I’m invincible!’
      

      
      They returned to the attic where Snakeboot leapt from the trunk. He stretched and put both front paws up on Al’s leg, letting
         his claws sink in.
      

      
      ‘Not a scratch,’ smiled Al, reaching down to pat the cat. ‘Thanks, Snakeboot.’

      
      Snakeboot purred and leapt back onto the trunk, but this time he clawed the lid. ‘Are you saying it’s time to go?’ asked Owen.
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       ‘We’d better change into our pirate clothes,’ said Al. ‘This time I hope we land on Sabre Island so we can show Mahoot’s
         grandfather that we’ve got the scabbard working.’
      

      
      Minutes later the boys were dressed and eagerly following Snakeboot into Al’s grandfather’s sea trunk. Al focused on the map
         of the Dragon Blood Islands drawn in the bottom, and especially on Sabre Island. As he wished himself there, his arms and
         legs began to tingle. His friend Owen began to shimmer and dissolve, and both boys left number five Drake Drive and the twenty-first
         century.
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