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Sunday Times best-selling author Michele Knight-Waite has been a well-known Tarot reader, psychic, manifester, and astrologer for decades. She often jokes that she was born with a pack of Tarot cards in her hands.


Michele grew up in a tempestuous environment with a wild Italian psychic mother. Tarot cards were her playthings. Her childhood was traumatic and dangerous, and Tarot became the treasure map that led her out of her wounded beginnings. She eventually left home at 13, with Tarot as her constant guide and companion.


Voted the UK’s Favourite Psychic several years running by readers of Soul & Spirit – one of the UK’s leading magazines in the mind, body, and spirit genre, Michele recently starred as the astrology expert in the Discovery+ show Written in the Stars.


She lives and works in Devon, in a castle overlooking the sea with her wife Cathy. She continues to manifest, helping others on a similar path of recovery and self-belief. She is surrounded by dogs and rescue donkeys and horses, and a Tarot pack is still in her hands – this time one of her own creation.
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For your free interactive Celtic Cross Tarot reading and more about my Tarot deck visit www.knightwaitetarot.com


For a reading with one of my brilliant psychics and hundreds of articles on everything from psychic ability to manifesting as well as heaps of free readings, go to www.micheleknight.com, or for all things astrological – including free birth and compatibility charts – go to www.horoscope.co.uk









 


 


The Knight-Waite Tarot has no affiliation whatsoever with The Random House Group Limited, US Games Systems Inc. or the Rider–Waite Tarot brand, the rights in which are owned and/or controlled by the Penguin Random House Group. Any similarity in trade names is coincidental only: we are not licensed by, endorsed by, or in any other way connected with the Rider–Waite Tarot deck or the Penguin Random House Group.
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Dedicated to my wife, Cathy Knight-Waite, the full moon over the ocean of my heart.
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Welcome to the Knight-Waite Tarot Guidebook. The collage features a selection of images from the tarot deck including the Two of Wands, the Six of Cups, the Two of Swords, the Knight of Cups, and the Knight of Wands.
















CONTENTS


HELLO, GORGEOUS SOUL


DIVING DEEP INTO THE TAROT


MAJOR ARCANA


The Fool


The Magician


The High Priestess


The Empress


The Emperor


The Hierophant


The Lovers (three cards)


The Chariot


Strength


The Hermit


The Wheel of Fortune


Justice


The Hanged One


Death


Temperance


The Devil


The Tower


The Star


The Moon (two cards)


The Sun


Judgement


The World


MINOR ARCANA


Wands


Cups


Swords


Pentacles


COURT CARDS


Wands


Cups


Swords


Pentacles


SAMPLE SPREADS


OUR TAROT SUPERSTARS


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS










HELLO, GORGEOUS SOUL


A huge welcome to the Knight-Waite Tarot.


I often say I was born with a deck of Tarot in my hands. My mother was a psychic Tarot reader, so the cards were my childhood playthings. The Tarot was my constant companion, my guide, my lifelong savior, and without a doubt the compass I used to create my future. Of all the decks, the Rider–Waite–Smith has always been my most beloved. I see the Knight-Waite Tarot as a reimagining of this iconic deck and my love letter to the Rider–Waite–Smith deck, specifically to Pamela Colman-Smith, the illustrator.


The fabulous maverick Pamela Colman-Smith was an all-round remarkable soul: half Jamaican, queer, a Suffragette, and an artist who was way ahead of her time. Perhaps the reason why the Rider–Waite–Smith is the most popular Tarot deck of all time is because Pamela hid her magic in plain sight.


I wanted to do this project because, although I have the most profound respect for the Rider–Waite–Smith and other original Tarot cards, I’ve also felt genuine frustration with their lack of diversity. Because the original decks were created in a time of even deeper oppression, they don’t honor different sexualities and gender expressions, and are generally white-centric. I think Pamela would have approved of a more inclusive vision, which is what led me on the journey to create this deck and to carry her vision on into a new, more inclusive age.


Pamela gave this essential advice, advice which has stood the test of time and remains one of the best approaches to accessing the full wisdom of the Tarot:


‘After you have found how to tell a simple story, put in more details . . . Learn from everything, see everything, and above all feel everything! . . . Find eyes within, look for the door into the unknown country.’


So, who else could I have chosen to be the High Priestess in my pack other than Pamela herself? She’s right here guarding the wisdom while drawing back the curtain to the mysteries held within us all. I’ve included other spellbinding historical characters who have either been minimized, written out of history, or lost in the mists of time. The characters of these cards are encouraging us to unleash our unique free spirit via their own incredible soul journeys.


Tarot uses a symbolic language that tugs at our unconscious, dragging to the surface both treasure and truths as we enter that ‘unknown country’ that lies between what we know and what we intuit. It empowers and enlightens us to the answers already inside us. I’ve consciously created a deck to not only help you connect with the symbolic meaning of the cards but to inspire your intuition.


Why is this deck called the Knight-Waite Tarot? Just like the Wheel of Fortune’s magic, a strange twist of fate in 2014 brought my extraordinary wife, Cathy Waite, to me. We married at the start of the pandemic in 2020, which coincided with my completion of this deck, and I became Michele Knight-Waite.


You might notice that I’m the Magician, Empress, and Death Cards. These are all doorways we pass through on our soul’s journey. We are in an endless dance of life, death, rebirth, co-creation. Hopefully these cards will be around long after me, and in a way, it’s a whispered message and reminder of that endlessness. The Knight-Waite Tarot carries my heart, and I share it with you with the deepest love.


Michele Knight-Waite
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A collage features various images from the tarot deck including the King of Swords, The Fool, the Five of Wands, and the Page of Cups.
















DIVING DEEP INTO THE TAROT


The Tarot is an endless learning journey that has no beginning, middle, or end. Once you begin that journey, your Tarot cards are your constant companions. They will provide you with guidance, wisdom, and answers right when you need them. They will open the doors to your higher intuition and reveal astonishing truths about yourself, your life, and the people around you.


I’ve had the privilege of teaching people the Tarot for over 35 years, and it still astonishes and delights me that some people can pick up the deck and instantly read like a pro. Others may take longer to develop an affinity with the cards, but the truth is there’s no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ way to read them. The cards are just a gateway to our own psychic abilities. They link us to universal wisdom but it’s our interpretation of them that leads to our greatest discoveries and builds our relationship to the cards.


The Tarot is the intersection of mysticism and quantum mechanics where we can gain a snapshot of our future or the knowledge we need, where we actively participate in co-creating our destiny with the Universe. That’s one of the most compelling things about Tarot. That, coupled with the fact that you can never get bored with it. Because even if you wanted to learn everything about the Tarot, it would take you several lifetimes! As a wild Aries spirit, I know the value of jumping into things instantly. So I’m going to show you some swift and intuitive ways of learning to read the cards and to build that relationship with them quickly. Not only that, but you’ll just as quickly gain confidence in your interpretive skills. So – let’s begin.


Take a few moments to just hold your Tarot deck in your hands. Close your eyes and feel the weight of the cards. Know that within this deck, there is an opportunity to connect with your deepest wisdom and to uncover mysteries within and without. Feel the cards begin to warm in your hands with the thrill of possibilities ready to be explored as your relationship with them begins to grow. Building a unique connection to your deck leads to powerful readings and a deeper, more profound experience. Before we get into the interpretation, I want you to EXPERIENCE the cards. A good Tarot reader will weave together signs and symbols to channel a multi-layered story. Each time they look at the cards, they will feel and experience something new, something unique to the moment, while still retaining the essence of the cards’ message. The cards can express themselves in different ways symbolically, literally, and emotionally.


Now you’re ready to begin. As you shuffle the cards, forget everything that you may know about the Tarot. And that includes the ‘traditional’ interpretations. Instead, be open to what’s going to come. Pull out a card and say out loud the first impression you receive. Tune into your body. How does the card make you feel? Do you get a sense of pleasure, fear, or intrigue from the card? Does the card make you feel a specific sensation? Does a color, a thought, a feeling, or even a person spring to mind?


Write down the first thoughts you have on what the card means. Then expand on this and write a little one-paragraph story for what exactly is going on in the card. How does this card relate to your life right now? When you’re ready, take another card and repeat the process. Do this with several cards and see what you pick up. Are these stories interlocking or related to someone or something specific? Are they an answer to a question or something happening in your life right now (whether you asked about this or not)?


Whatever you learn in the coming chapters, ALWAYS, in every reading, look at the card with new eyes. Don’t listen to me or anyone else; listen to what the card feels like in the moment. Ironically, the less you try, the more you should flow and the more relevant it should be. That’s the paradox and the promise of the Tarot for you.


Much love, Michele


P.S. A quick note about reversals. I tend not to use them in the traditional sense (i.e., when a card is upside-down) but allow my intuition to guide me on the message of the card in that moment. I can look at a card and sense when it’s not being channeled or when the energy is reversed. Perhaps both energies exist and our job is to understand how it can be shifted into its highest expression.


For Tarot spreads, free Tarot readings, and a deeper dive into this deck, come and visit me at www.knightwaitetarot.com or www.micheleknight.com
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A collage introduces the Major Arcana section of the tarot deck. The collage features various images from the deck including The Star, The Magician, Judgement, and the Lovers. The collage also features swords, cups, pentacles, and wands.








MAJOR ARCANA


THE MAGIC IN THE DECK
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Card 0, The Fool. The card shows a young woman standing on rocks next to the ocean. She is holding up a white rose in her hand and she has a bindle bag attached to a stick over her shoulder. A small dog stands at her feet as waves crash against the rocks.












THE FOOL


Unlimited Possibility, Childlike Wonder, Freedom


‘The Fool is a spark of the stars in your infinite heart, calling you to tumble into the unknown – curiosity, your sturdy parachute gliding you to another soul location. Boundless potential is woven in trust, all-knowing, innocent and free.’


Behold the glorious Fool! The Fool is arguably the most powerful card in the Tarot as it’s similar to a magical dice: it leads you to the entire deck and a world of unlimited possibility. It’s pure magic on a stick! The Fool calls for a leap of faith, to try things differently and dive headlong into new experiences which can transform our soul path instantly. The Fool is everything and nothing. The Fool trusts and knows the cycle of life is just a game, that whatever situation they land in they will learn and they will be safe. They have the pure heart of a child and the wisdom of the ancients.


When the Fool turns up in your Tarot reading, an opportunity will appear. It’s time to be spontaneous and embrace the unknown. Listen to the call of your wild heart and be open to doing things you’ve never done before. By taking that brave first step, a new path unfolds right in front of you. Trust in the moment and believe in your ability to adapt and thrive. The Fool urges us to fearlessly throw ourselves into a fresh chapter.


Reversed


Reversed, the Fool tells us: look before you leap. If you jump, where will you land? Time to trust your intuition and to avoid being reckless or self-destructive.


We all know the difference between acting in good faith and doing something that will have terrible consequences. Don’t attempt to enter into a situation that you know will be a disaster. Ask yourself: is there another way, another possibility I can choose?
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Card 1, The Magician. The card shows the author wearing a black headdress and holding 2 wands as she stands in a field of poppies. In the foreground, there is a sword, a cup, and a pentacle.












THE MAGICIAN


Manifestation, Empowerment, Awakening


‘One hand reaching into the multiverse channeling a lighting strike of possibility. You’re an alchemist with magic in your fingertips. And so it begins. Onwards!’


The Magician signals a new cycle of self-creation. You’re a Magician now and have all the tools in front of you to create your future. The key, of course, is to use them. A spark of enchantment is surging through your spirit. Your energy is a magic wand. Where will you point it? Where your focus goes, energy flows.


Own the four elements you need to conjure your dreams:


Fire = passion


Water = emotion, empathy, and intuition


Earth = practical skills


Air = intellect and ideas.


Add all of these ingredients together and you become an alchemist able to conjure self-created future, opportunity, and change. Pay close attention to your thoughts and beliefs; they play a large part in creating your reality. Your words are spells right now. Cast them wisely.


Reversed


Blocked energy?


Have you lost your faith? When we stop believing in ourselves, our inner magic grinds to a halt. Progress slows or stutters. The potential we once felt is missing. The dream – elusive. Reboot your quest with extreme self-nurturing and belief in your own magic. Reconnect to joy. It’s time to treat yourself with the love and care you’d give your best friend. Self-belief begins with the ability to stop judging yourself and comparing your unique magic to others.
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Card 2, The High Priestess. The card features a black and white photograph of a smiling Pamela Colman-Smith, the original illustrator of the Rider–Waite Tarot images. She is shown standing between 2 stone pillars against a backdrop of pomegranate fruits. The pillar on the left is labelled with the letter B. The pillar on the right is labelled with the letter J. A crescent moon sits at her feet on a bed of purple precious stones.












THE HIGH PRIESTESS


Intuition, Knowing, Guardian of Secrets


‘Fearlessly enter the sacred garden of your intuition. Pass the pillars of truth through the curtain of self-belief. Wisdom and revelation dangle from every tree.’


The High Priestess sits on a throne of wisdom and knowing. Behind the curtain are all the answers you will ever need – expect a psychic awakening. Sacred mysteries will reveal themselves. Pay attention to your dreams, to strange synchronicities, and to the constant flutter of your intuition. Tap into your psychic ability and it becomes a superpower ever ready to advise you. Your intuition is rising. Your knowledge is vast, billowing in front of you in large font. Are you listening? Are you allowing yourself to trust in the unseen? You’ve reached a point of power and your unconscious is giving up her jewels. Listen closely to your dreams and to all of your gut feelings. The Crescent Moon at her feet says the wisdom of the Moon grounds you and gives you answers. The Moon can help you step into your unique rhythm. Your natural instincts are empowering instruments in your magical toolbox. It’s time to acknowledge your own magnificence, to explore, swim, and plunge into the divine mysteries.


You already have the solutions or answers you seek. Just listen to your inner voice. ‘Note the dress, the type of face; see if you can trace the character in the face; note the pose. ... First watch the simple forms of joy, of fear, of sorrow; look at the position taken by the whole body. ... After you have found how to tell a simple story, put in more details. . . . Learn from everything, see everything, and above all feel everything! ... Find eyes within, look for the door into the unknown country.’ – Pamela Colman-Smith


Reversed


Sometimes, it can seem easier to kid ourselves than to accept reality. However, this can keep us in energetic and emotional limbo. What are you hiding from? Is it from the truth that your intuition is broadcasting loud and clear? It’s time to listen to it and trust your gut feelings.
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Card 3, The Empress. The card features the author dressed in a black dress and faux fur lined, dark jacket. She is wearing a hat decorated with red roses and a halo of small, bright stars. The Empress sits on a red and gold, ornate chair, and a heart shaped stone featuring the female symbol sits on a bed of purple precious stones surrounded by wheat.












THE EMPRESS


Sensual, Abundant, Creative, Nurturing


‘Nourish your Goddess heart, sway to the rhythm of your sensuality. Your divine spirit sparkles now, alight with opportunity and attraction. Creativity and abundance flourish knowing that fruitful fortunes draw near.’


The Empress urges us to examine, embrace, ground, and live in our creative centre. They rule by divine, open-hearted sensuality, magnetism, nurturing, power, and attraction – all effortlessly. Nothing is forced. The Empress attracts simply by tapping into her creative potential, pregnant with possibilities, relaxed and giving birth to ideas, energy, babies, and wild things. She’s open, warm-hearted, and confident, secure in the knowledge that what she/they need comes to her effortlessly via the magical natural order of things.


The Empress is reminding you that you are a creator and that what is meant for you flows rather than needs to be forced.


Reversed


Do you feel disconnected from your power?


You may have felt that you’ve given all you have to offer. Perhaps someone has taken advantage of your nurturing and generous ways, or made you feel unworthy or unlovable. The Empress reversed is reminding you that your power and capacity to give and receive love are still intact.


You don’t need to close down your energy or become angry and defensive. When you stand in your power and remember who you are when you love yourself and spend time recharging your creative juices, everything changes.


Reconnect to your centre.
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