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EDITOR’S NOTE


Sport gives us everything, from high drama and huge personalities to classic quips and hilarious gaffes. Whether on grass, snow, canvas or tarmac, at high altitude or racing through water, the triumphs and disasters of the sporting world have led to some golden observations.


Win, lose or draw, players, coaches, fans and commentators have always had something to say. Sometimes their words are profound or just baffling (see Sporting Philosophers on page 43). Sometimes they’re silly or saucy (The Rude Bits, page 275). Often they’re blunders made when brain and mouth are simply not in sync (How Travel Broadens the Mind, page 56). But it’s always entertaining.


As well as these themed sections, you’ll find chapters that are specific to your favourite sport. And sprinkled throughout the book there are selections of the best quips and cock-ups from the greats of sporting commentary, from motor racing’s Murray Walker to golf’s Peter Alliss.


At the end of the day, when the bell goes or the whistle blows – and no matter whether you’re a casual spectator or an utter obsessive – there’s truly something for everyone in these pages.
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IT’S A NUMBERS GAME


I’ve got fourteen bookings this season, eight of which were my fault and seven of which were disputable.


PAUL GASCOIGNE, ENGLISH FOOTBALLER
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95 PER CENT OF PUTTS WHICH FINISH SHORT DON’T GO IN.


ROBERT GREEN, BRITISH GOLF WRITER
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Just under 10 seconds for Nigel Mansell. Call it 9.5 seconds in round numbers.


MURRAY WALKER, ENGLISH MOTORSPORT COMMENTATOR
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A VERY SMALL CROWD HERE TODAY. I CAN COUNT THE PEOPLE ON ONE HAND. CAN’T BE MORE THAN 30.


MICHAEL ABRAHAMSON, SOUTH AFRICAN CRICKET COMMENTATOR
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For me to win the Manager of the Month award I would have to win nine games out of eight.


NEIL WARNOCK, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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I WANT TO REACH FOR 150 OR 200 POINTS THIS SEASON, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST.


DAVID HOLWELL, NEW ZEALAND RUGBY PLAYER
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Baseball is 90 per cent mental. The other half is physical.


YOGI BERRA, AMERICAN BASEBALL PLAYER
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SOUTHAMPTON HAVE BEATEN BRIGHTON 3–1. THAT’S A REPEAT OF LAST YEAR’S RESULT, WHEN SOUTHAMPTON WON 5–1.


DES LYNAM, ENGLISH SPORTS PRESENTER
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We’re going to turn this team around 360 degrees.


JASON KIDD, AMERICAN BASKETBALL PLAYER AND COACH
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WE’VE WON ONE ON THE TROT.


ALEC STEWART, ENGLISH CRICKETER
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Any time Detroit scores more than 100 points and holds the other team below 100 points, they almost always win.


DOUG COLLINS, AMERICAN BASKETBALL PLAYER AND COACH
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MIRANDINHA WILL HAVE MORE SHOTS THIS AFTERNOON THAN BOTH SIDES PUT TOGETHER.


MALCOLM MACDONALD, ENGLISH FOOTBALLER


 


 




 


There were congratulations and high sixes all round.


RICHIE BENAUD, AUSTRALIAN CRICKET COMMENTATOR





 


 


Kevin Keegan and I have 63 international caps between us. He has 63 of them.


CRAIG BROWN, SCOTTISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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HE’S RANKED NUMBER THREE IN BRITAIN, NUMBER FOUR IN THE WORLD. YOU CAN’T GET ANY HIGHER THAN THAT!


JOHN LOWE, ENGLISH DARTS PLAYER
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They were numerically outnumbered.


GARRY BIRTLES, ENGLISH FOOTBALLER AND PUNDIT
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THE AGELESS DENNIS WISE, NOW IN HIS THIRTIES.


MARTIN TYLER, ENGLISH SPORTS PRESENTER
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You guys pair up in groups of three, then line up in a circle.


COLIN COOPER, NEW ZEALAND RUGBY COACH
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THE LAST TIME IRELAND PLAYED ENGLAND WE BEAT THEM 1–1.


JIM SHERIDAN, IRISH FOOTBALLER
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Some of our players can hardly write their own names, but you should see them add up.


KARL-HEINZ THIELEN, GERMAN FOOTBALL MANAGER, REFERRING TO HIS SQUAD’S SAVVINESS REGARDING THEIR SALARIES
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I WOULD DIE TOMORROW IF I COULD HAVE FIVE MORE YEARS TO PLAY CRICKET FOR YORKSHIRE AND ENGLAND.


GEOFFREY BOYCOTT, ENGLISH CRICKETER AND COMMENTATOR
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Isolate yourself if you want, but never alone.


CHRISTOPHE PIAZZOLI, FRENCH RUGBY COACH
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IRELAND WILL GIVE 99 PER CENT – EVERYTHING THEY’VE GOT.


MARK LAWRENSON, IRISH FOOTBALLER AND PUNDIT


[image: images]


Moses Kiptanui, the 19-year-old Kenyan who turned 20 a few weeks ago.


DAVID COLEMAN, ENGLISH SPORTS COMMENTATOR
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AS FOR WAGES, THE PLAYERS HAVE HAD A TRIM, THE CHAIRMAN HAS HAD A TRIM, AND I HAVE HAD A SHORT BACK AND SIDES.


HARRY REDKNAPP, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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An inch or two either side of the post and that would have been a goal.


DAVE BASSETT, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER AND PUNDIT
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A LOVING WIFE IS BETTER THAN MAKING 50 IN CRICKET, OR EVEN 99. BEYOND THAT I WILL NOT GO.


J. M. BARRIE, SCOTTISH WRITER
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Argentina are the second-best team in the world, and there’s no higher praise than that.


KEVIN KEEGAN, ENGLISH FOOTBALLER AND MANAGER
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As with every 
YOUNG PLAYER,
 HE’S ONLY 18.


ALEX FERGUSON, SCOTTISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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IT’S 50–50 IN WALES’ FAVOUR.


IAN ROBERTSON, SCOTTISH RUGBY PLAYER AND COMMENTATOR
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If you had to name one person to blame it would have to be the players.


THEO FOLEY, IRISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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I’D FIGHT LLOYD HONEYGHAN FOR NOTHING IF THE PRICE WAS RIGHT.


MARLON STARLING, AMERICAN BOXER
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They had a dozen corners, maybe 12, I’m guessing.


CRAIG BROWN, SCOTTISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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YORKSHIRE ALL OUT FOR 232, HUTTON ILL. NO, I’M SORRY, HUTTON 111.


JOHN SNAGGE, ENGLISH SPORTS COMMENTATOR
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Ritchie has now scored 11 goals, exactly double the number he got last season.


ALAN PARRY, ENGLISH FOOTBALL COMMENTATOR
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WE MUST HAVE HAD 99 PER CENT OF THE GAME. IT WAS THE OTHER 3 PER CENT THAT COST US THE MATCH.


RUUD GULLIT, DUTCH FOOTBALLER AND MANAGER
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A golf course is comprised of 18 holes, 17 of them unnecessary, but included simply to create the maximum amount of frustration.


TERRY WOGAN, IRISH TELEVISION PRESENTER
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ONE YEAR I PLAYED FOR 15 MONTHS.


FRANZ BECKENBAUER, GERMAN FOOTBALLER AND MANAGER
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For years I thought the club’s name was Partick Thistle Nil.


BILLY CONNOLLY, SCOTTISH COMEDIAN
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IF YOU GO IN WITH TWO FAST BOWLERS AND ONE BREAKS DOWN, YOU’RE LEFT TWO SHORT.


BOB MASSIE, AUSTRALIAN CRICKETER
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England have the best fans in the world, and Scotland’s ones are also second to none.


KEVIN KEEGAN, ENGLISH FOOTBALLER AND MANAGER
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SIMPLY THE BEST


IF YOU CAN KEEP PLAYING TENNIS WHEN SOMEONE IS SHOOTING A GUN DOWN THE STREET, THAT’S CONCENTRATION!


SERENA WILLIAMS, AMERICAN TENNIS PLAYER, ON LEARNING HER TRADE IN A DEPRIVED NEIGHBOURHOOD
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The minute you start talking about what you’re going to do if you lose, you have lost.


GEORGE SHULTZ, AMERICAN RACING DRIVER
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WHENEVER PLAYERS DISAGREE WITH ME, WE TALK ABOUT IT FOR 20 MINUTES AND THEN WE DECIDE I WAS RIGHT.


BRIAN CLOUGH, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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That lad could throw 180 standing one-legged in a hammock.


SID WADDELL, ENGLISH DARTS COMMENTATOR
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I AM THE NUMBER ONE NINJA AND I HAVE KILLED ALL THE SHOGUNS BEFORE ME.


SHAQUILLE O’NEAL, AMERICAN BASKETBALL PLAYER
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Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. His hands can’t hit what his eyes can’t see.


MUHAMMAD ALI, AMERICAN BOXER
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I wouldn’t say
I WAS THE BEST MANAGER IN THE BUSINESS.
 BUT I WAS IN THE TOP ONE.


BRIAN CLOUGH, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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DON’T TOUCH HIM! HE’S A GOD!


GENERAL ANTONELLI, MUSSOLINI’S SPORTS MINISTER, TRYING TO KEEP THE CROWDS AWAY FROM GINO BARTALI AFTER HE WON THE TOUR DE FRANCE IN 1938
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They came to see me bat, not to see you bowl.


W. G. GRACE, ENGLISH CRICKETER, REFUSING TO LEAVE THE CREASE HAVING BEEN BOWLED OUT FIRST BALL


 


 




 


I threw the kitchen sink at him but he went to the bathroom and came back with the tub.


ANDY RODDICK, AMERICAN TENNIS PLAYER, ON ROGER FEDERER





 


 


THERE ARE 199 WAYS TO GET BEAT, BUT ONLY ONE WAY TO WIN; GET THERE FIRST.


WILLIE SHOEMAKER, AMERICAN JOCKEY
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I’m undisputed and there’s no disputing that.


LENNOX LEWIS, BRITISH–CANADIAN BOXER
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WHOEVER SAID ‘IT’S NOT WHETHER YOU WIN OR LOSE THAT COUNTS’ PROBABLY LOST.


MARTINA NAVRATILOVA, CZECH–AMERICAN TENNIS PLAYER
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I done wrestled with an alligator. I done tussled with a whale, handcuffed lightning, thrown thunder in jail. Only last week, I murdered a rock, injured a stone, hospitalised a brick. I’m so mean I make medicine sick.


MUHAMMAD ALI, AMERICAN BOXER
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HE’S BIGGLES, THE VC, EL ALAMEIN, THE TANK COMMANDER, HE’S EVERYTHING. I MEAN, HOW COULD A SCHOOLBOY NOT WANT TO BE LIKE IAN BOTHAM?


LORD TIM HUDSON, ENGLISH IMPRESARIO
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There seems only one way to beat George Foreman: shell him for three days and then send the infantry in.


HUGH MCILVANNEY, SCOTTISH SPORTS JOURNALIST
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JOHN DALY’S DRIVING IS UNBELIEVABLE. I DON’T GO THAT FAR ON MY HOLIDAYS.


IAN BAKER-FINCH, AUSTRALIAN GOLFER
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I don’t suppose I can call you a lucky bleeder when you’ve got 347.


ANGUS FRASER, ENGLISH CRICKETER, TO BRIAN LARA
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ROME WASN’T BUILT IN A DAY, BUT I WASN’T ON THAT PARTICULAR JOB.


BRIAN CLOUGH, ENGLISH FOOTBALL MANAGER
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Champions keep playing until they get it right.


BILLIE JEAN KING, AMERICAN TENNIS PLAYER
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I’VE FAILED OVER AND OVER AND OVER AGAIN IN MY LIFE, AND THAT IS WHY I SUCCEED.


MICHAEL JORDAN, AMERICAN BASKETBALL PLAYER
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