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EDITOR’S NOTE


The charm of Ireland and its remarkable people is, like the mythical Shannon that flows through many of its counties, seemingly endless. Irish history stretches back into the dark days of the Celts, yet there is light, laughter and a sense of laissez-faire in the Irish men and women of today. Few nations can claim to ridicule themselves so expertly as the Irish – the wicked wit of Oscar Wilde, for example, who claimed that ‘Life is far too important a thing ever to talk seriously about’, will live forever. James Joyce echoed this sentiment with his remark that ‘Funerals in Ireland are so jolly they should be called funferalls.’ Indeed, nothing in life seems to be able to dampen the enduring spirit of the Irish – though their history stretches back to the dark days of the Celts, they are, at the same time, ‘ferociously tenacious’, as Edna O’Brien put it. Where better to share a laugh than at the local tavern, where legendary Irish hospitality can be sampled? There you can toast, bless and curse your way through an evening, perhaps employing such classics as ‘May all the goats in Gorey chase you to hell.’


These memorable sayings, and many more, can be found in this collection of Irish wit and wisdom.




CELTIC CHARACTER


I’m a product of my Irish culture… I could no more lose that than I could my sense of identity.


GABRIEL BYRNE
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THERE IS NO LANGUAGE LIKE THE IRISH FOR SOOTHING AND QUIETING.


JOHN MILLINGTON SYNGE
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The heart of an Irishman is nothing but his imagination.


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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EVERYONE IS A VISIONARY, IF YOU SCRATCH HIM DEEP ENOUGH. BUT THE CELT, UNLIKE ANY OTHER, IS A VISIONARY WITHOUT SCRATCHING.


W. B. YEATS
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All the world’s a stage and most of us are desperately unrehearsed.


SEÁN O’CASEY
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I NEVER PUT OFF TILL TOMORROW WHAT I CAN POSSIBLY DO – THE DAY AFTER.


OSCAR WILDE
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This is one race of people for whom psychoanalysis is of no use whatsoever.


SIGMUND FREUD
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I’M IRISH. WE THINK SIDEWAYS.


SPIKE MILLIGAN
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Other people have a nationality. The Irish… have a psychosis.
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