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Quake before me, Avantians. You think you are safe in your distant kingdom, but you couldn’t be more wrong.

 

All of Makai is under my control. This island’s ancient Beasts are risen again and obey my every word. The people are my slaves, building a force unlike any you’ve ever seen. I will do what my mother, Kensa, and my father, Sanpao, never could…I will have vengeance on Tom and his people.

 

You can muster your soldiers. You can assemble your navy. But you will never be ready.

 

I’ll be seeing you very soon.

 

Your soon-to-be ruler,

 

Ria
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Tom’s stomach lurched as the flying dinghy listed sharply with a sudden updraft, pitching him against its wooden rail. In a jumble of limbs, Elenna slid down the bench and slammed into his side. The forested hills of Makai swam sickeningly far below. If we tip any further we’re going to capsize!

“Lean right!” he told Elenna. She grabbed the rail on her side of the boat. Tom braced his muscles and shifted his weight towards her. The boat levelled and he let out a breath of relief.

“Flying’s…even…worse…than sailing…” Daltec panted, his face greyish green as he frowned back at them from his seat at the bow.

“It’s this boat!” Tom grunted, both hands on the wooden tiller, trying to hold it steady. “I don’t think it was meant for strong winds or long flights.”

Tom, Elenna and Daltec had taken the flying boat from the Elixir Wells, where their pirate enemy Ria had been mining the floating fuel to power her flying ships. As well as defeating Larnak the Swarming Menace, Tom and his friends had managed to drain away much of the floating elixir in the wells before escaping. Unfortunately, Tom suspected that Ria had already mined enough to launch an attack on Avantia from the sky. Their only hope now was to stop Ria building her magical ships. But somehow, we’ll have to find her first…

“We’re heading for a storm,” Elenna said, pointing. Ahead, the scattered clouds of Makai drew together, casting deep shadows over the jungle below. Even as Tom watched, the dark clouds thickened and swelled, rolling across the sky.

Tom clenched his teeth. “Just what we need!” He closed his eyes to summon the strength from his golden breastplate, which was part of his Golden Armour. The suit stood on display back in King Hugo’s palace, but Tom could call on its magic wherever he was. He heaved at the tiller, trying to steer the dinghy around the angry-looking bank of cloud. But at the same moment, a strong wind slammed into the keel, making the craft judder. The sunlight darkened to a murky brown and a curtain of rain spread down from the clouds ahead. Forked lightning crackled across the sky, followed by a rumble of thunder.
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Suddenly, the boat pitched. Tom clung to the gunwale with one hand to stop himself falling against Elenna. Daltec whimpered.

The gloom deepened. A rush of heavy rain hit Tom’s face. He braced his arms, using every muscle to keep the tiller steady, but mighty gusts tore at his body, straining his grip, driving the boat ever closer to the heart of the storm.

“Hold on!” Tom cried as the boat tipped suddenly forwards, making his stomach drop away. Another gust righted the dinghy, slamming Tom back on to the bench. Elenna crashed down, half on top of him, then slid back into her seat. Rain pelted them from every direction.

“Aargh!” The tiny dinghy rolled hard to the right, tearing his hand from the tiller. The craft began to spin, faster by the moment, whirling like water down a drain.

“Brace yourselves!” Tom called. “We’re going to crash!” He crouched low, hugging the deck. At his side Elenna did the same.

Pop! Silence rang in Tom’s ears as the buffeting wind and driving rain stopped. No… Tom could still see the rain lashing down as they spun, but somehow it didn’t reach them. A faint blueish glow surrounded their boat. At the bow, Daltec now sat upright, chanting under his breath. He’s created a force field! The wizard’s body trembled and the sinews stood out on his arms with the effort of working his spell.

“He won’t be able to hold the force field for long!” Elenna said.

Tom heaved at the tiller, finally managing to bring the boat out of its downwards spin. Crack! A sizzling flash of white exploded in his vision. Daltec let out a cry, and the glowing bubble surrounding their boat flickered. Then it popped, sending a shower of fizzing sparks cascading downwards.

All at once the rain and wind hit with full force. A forked tongue of lightning hit the keel. No! Tom’s chest tightened with horror as he saw purple elixir flowing from a hole burned in the wood, leaving a glittering trail behind them. His stomach leapt into his mouth as they plummeted, losing height fast, the boat’s prow angled downwards, cutting through the storm towards the ground.
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Tom threw up his shield, calling on the power of Arcta’s eagle feather to slow their fall. He felt himself lift from his seat and grabbed the slick wood of the bench with his free hand. The weight of the boat almost tore Tom’s arms from their sockets. Using the magical strength of his breastplate, he braced his arms between his shield and the boat… But still they sped towards the treetops below.
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Collect the special coins in this book.
You will earn one gold coin for
every chapter you read.

Once you have finished all the chapters,
find out what to do with your gold coins at
the back of the book.
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