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Exam tips


Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers


Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries





•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book


Success in A-level geography requires not only substantial knowledge and authoritative understanding of the specification content but also the development of geographical and study skills. Some of these skills, including fieldwork, will be acquired as you study the content. If you are studying for AS then two days of fieldwork are the minimum required. Fieldwork experience is extended to a minimum of four days at A-level. Fieldwork undertaken for the independent investigation may contribute to these four days.


Geographical skills should be developed throughout both AS and A-level courses, not as a separate theme or topic. These skills are fundamental to developing substantial knowledge and authoritative understanding of the geography studied. Your teachers will introduce the range of skills required as appropriate throughout the course. In this book, these skills can be found in the five chapters making up the Investigative geography section.


The OCR Geography textbook published by Hodder Education (978-1-4718-5870-3) contains helpful material on both geographical and fieldwork skills. In addition, Essential Maths Skills for AS/A-level Geography (978-1-4718-6355-4), also published by Hodder Education, will be useful.


At A-level, fieldwork skills are assessed within the Investigative geography component (04/05). Geographical skills are assessed within the three other components: Physical systems (01), Human interactions (02) and Geographical debates (03).


The Investigative geography component offers you the opportunity to undertake an independent investigation. There are 60 marks available and it contributes 20% of the total A-level qualification. This guide will help you develop a wide range of skills and will support you as you conduct your individual investigation.


The Investigative geography component has no prescribed geographical content but does have five key sections that your written report must contain:





•  Planning, purpose and introduction



•  Data, information collection methods and sampling framework



•  Data presentation techniques



•  Data analysis and explanation



•  Conclusions and investigation evaluation



•  Overall quality and communication of written work (this is not a separate section, but the whole of your report will be assessed under this heading)





This guide is structured using these sections as a framework. Each of these sections contain:





•  the principal requirements



•  how to achieve a high level of performance within them





The assessment of geographical skills at AS is within both Landscape and place (01) and Geographical debates (02). In Paper 01, Section C is headed ‘Fieldwork’ and is focused on assessing fieldwork skills.


This guide consists of:


Content Guidance: this section summarises some of the key information that you need to know to be able to conduct a successful investigation. It includes both geographical and fieldwork skills. In particular, the meaning of key terms is made clear and some attention is paid to providing details of where skills are appropriate when studying the content of the other components at both AS and A-level. Students will also benefit from noting the Exam tips that will provide further help in determining how to make the most of your investigation. Knowledge check questions are designed to help learners check their depth of knowledge — why not get someone else to ask you these!


Questions & Answers: this section includes sample questions similar in style to those you might expect in the AS exam papers. There are sample student responses to these questions as well as detailed analysis, which will give further guidance on what exam markers are looking for to award top marks.





Content Guidance


Investigative geography


Overview of the investigative geography component


Aims of the component


This component contributes to you becoming confident and competent in selecting, using and evaluating a range of quantitative and qualitative skills and in how to approach geographical investigation. It is also aimed at helping you understand the fundamental role of fieldwork as a tool to understand and generate new knowledge about the real world, in particular about the location(s) you personally investigate.


Additionally, tackling a self-directed investigation helps you develop skills in planning, undertaking and evaluating a more extended assignment. These skills are vital for success in higher education and are also directly transferrable to the world of work.


Your investigation must:





•  be based on a question or issue defined and developed by you individually to address aims and questions relating to any of the specification content



•  incorporate data and/or evidence from your own investigations, collected individually or in groups



•  draw on your own research, including field data and secondary data sourced by you



•  set your findings and data in their wider context and analyse and summarise them



•  draw your own conclusions





Key features of your independent investigation





1  It must be a written report in continuous prose.



2  It must have a clear structure.



3  The recommended word length is between 3,000 and 4,000 words.



4  It must include the collection of primary and secondary data and/or evidence.



5  Digital material must be referenced in full and evidence such as web links and/or screenshots included in the report.





The level of independence required


Essentially, for the investigative geography component an individual student is expected to take the initiative and provide the energy and stamina to see the project through from start to finish. However, there are some aspects of the process where collaboration is allowed. The two levels of student independence are:





1  independent work: students must work alone



2  collaboration allowed: students may work as a class/group/pair





Working with others is not compulsory, so where collaboration is allowed you may choose to work alone. See Table 1 for a summary of which aspects allow collaboration and which require independent work.


Table 1 Levels of independence and investigation stages






	Stage or aspect of investigation

	Level of independence allowed

	Example(s)






	Exploring the focus

	Collaboration

	Students can be given a completely free choice of investigation or a Centre can suggest a theme or range of themes. Students may discuss ideas and research for appropriate questions






	Choosing a title, the investigation’s focus and purpose

	Independent

	Students must not be given a list of titles/investigations. Each student must finalise the title and justify how their enquiry will help them address their title and explore their theme in the context of the chosen geographical location






	Devising methodology and sampling framework

	Collaboration

	Students may work together when planning and choosing methodologies and sampling strategies






	Primary data collection

	Collaboration

	Students may collect primary data individually or in groups






	Secondary data collection

	Independent

	Students must choose secondary data sources on their own and carry out data collection from these independently






	Data/information presentation

	Independent

	Students must select and use data presentation methods on their own






	Data analysis and explanation/interpretation

	Independent

	Students must select and use analysis methods on their own and independently interpret and analyse the results






	Conclusions and evaluation

	Independent

	Students must evaluate their investigation findings and reach a balanced and supported conclusion on their own







If an investigation involves data collection by a group, an individual student must describe their particular role in this process. When the report is submitted it must be accompanied by a Geography Independent Investigation Form. The student must sign a declaration to confirm that, apart from the allowed collaboration, the work is their own unaided work.
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Exam tip


If you are unsure about whether or not you have to carry out any aspect of your investigation individually, you must consult your teacher.
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This form also has an ‘Investigation proposal section’ where a student enters their investigation title, hypotheses and/or questions and any possible subquestions, enquiry route and suggested data collection methods. A teacher is allowed to check this before the investigation proceeds. This is to make sure that the student’s proposal is ‘fit for purpose’. This review will ensure that the proposed investigation is suitable, accessible and achievable with the resources available. It also ensures that the assessment criteria by which the investigation will be marked are covered by the student’s proposal.


Assessing your report


Your independent investigation report is the Non-exam Assessment (NEA) of the A-level. The report will be assessed internally by your Centre using criteria and a marking grid provided by OCR. A process of external moderation will check that marking standards are applied equally across the Centres.


Your report will be marked out of 60, which represents 20% of the A-level qualification. The marks for each section are:






	




•  Planning, purpose and introduction







	8 marks






	




•  Data, information collection methods and sampling framework







	17 marks






	




•  Data presentation techniques







	9 marks






	




•  Data analysis and explanation







	14 marks






	




•  Conclusion and investigation evaluation







	12 marks






	




•  Overall quality and communication of written work







	10 marks







The marking criteria for the top level are included at the end of each of the main sections in this guide. Four of the sections have three mark levels, the remaining two have four because more marks are allocated to these.


The assessor will mark your report on a ‘best-fit’ principle. A report does not have to meet all of the requirements of a level descriptor for the mark to be awarded at that level. How well the report meets the requirements of a particular level descriptor will determine which of the range of marks available will be awarded.
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Exam tip


As you plan, execute and then complete each section of your investigation, use the marking criteria as a checklist against which you can assess your work.
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Planning, purpose and introduction


Lack of clarity in the aims and objectives of your investigation will result in a muddled and often superficial final report. Start investing time and effort from the very beginning.


A successful investigation is often one that is SMART.






	
S    

	
Simple: do not choose multiple tasks — a single question or hypothesis avoids muddle.






	M

	
Measurable: can it be measured in one way or another? This applies to a wide range of data not just numerical data.






	A

	
Achievable: can you carry out the investigation given the location(s) and resources available?






	R

	
Realistic: avoid speculation and what ifs. Choose something that can be investigated directly and now.






	T

	
Timed: you should be able to complete the investigation within the time available to you.







Where do I start?


The key aspect of your individual investigation is that the topic should be one you are interested in. If you are to sustain the level of commitment required to see this project through from start to finish, then enthusiasm as well as hard work is needed.


Choose an area of the specification content that you find particularly interesting. This could come from:





•  Component 01 Physical systems







    –  Landscape systems: either coastal or glaciated or dryland landscapes


    –  Earth’s life support systems








•  Component 02 Human interactions







    –  Changing spaces; Making places


    –  Global connections: either Global systems (Trade in the contemporary world or Global migration) or Global governance (Human rights or Powers and borders)








•  Component 03 Geographical debates







    –  Either Climate change or Disease dilemmas or Exploring oceans or Future of food or Hazardous Earth





Once you have chosen a broad subject area you can start to plan your investigation. All too often the approach adopted is a rigid, linear one such as that shown in Figure 1.
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Such an approach can result in an unconvincing investigation, as it fails to take account of various things that almost inevitably crop up during the project. For example, during data collection you may discover that you are not getting the data you thought it would be possible to obtain. You might, therefore, need to go back and revise the question. In reality, you must be ready to reflect on the progress of your investigation at each stage and be willing to go back and revisit a previous stage if necessary (Figure 2).
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Figure 1 The linear approach to geographical investigation
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