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My job as an archaeologist takes me around 


the world. I have spent long weeks digging for 


desert artifacts, and exploring the icy landscapes 


of northern lands. As a diver, I have seen the 


mysterious ruins of sunken cities, and have 


scoured riverbeds to uncover long-held secrets.


Several years ago, I took part in a dig on  


Mount Lykaion in Greece. This was the mythical 


birthplace of Zeus, the ancient Greek god of the 


sky. Among our finds was a small statue of the 


god, which seemed to exude a heavenly power. 


The statue of Zeus reminded me of an artifact 


 


I stumbled upon a few years earlier in Rome –  


a coin which had the head of the god Jupiter on 


one side. Jupiter was the Roman god of the sky.


A few months later I was invited to join a dig 


on Greenland, the remote island colonised by 


the Vikings around 1,000 years ago. Among the 


artifacts unearthed was a silver Thor’s hammer 


pendant. Thor was the Norse god of thunder, 


 


and his magical hammer defended both gods  


and humans from harm.















Some time later I volunteered to join divers 


exploring the lost city of Thonis-Heracleion, 


submerged beneath the sea some 1,200 years 


ago. Wonderful treasures such as giant statues 


and ships have been discovered there. It was no 


surprise that my first find was an Eye of Horus 


amulet – the all-seeing eye of the Egyptian sky 


 


god and a powerful symbol of protection. 


My tale is a strange one, but it has made me 


consider the connections between different 


mythologies. The objects discovered on my 


explorations are displayed in this book. 


 


This is a story of powerful gods, brave heroes  


and terrifying beasts of long-ago worlds.


Stella Caldwell,


 


London 



























Greek and Roman myths tell of 


powerful gods and goddesses, of 


mysterious spirits and nymphs,  



and of fearless heroes that conquered 


terrifying monsters. These ancient 


tales, passed from one generation to 


the next, and mirrored in artifacts 


buried in ancient ruins, are some of 


the greatest stories ever told . . .
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The First Greeks


The Minoan civilization flourished on the island 


of Crete, roughly between 2700 and 1500 BC. The 


people here lived in large settlements based around 


rich palaces. After the fall of the Minoans, the 


peoples of Mycenae dominated the Greek world 


until around 1200 BC. The Mycenaeans were 


warriors and traders, and travelled far and wide.


An ancient Greek coin 


dating from the fifth  


century 


BC. It shows  



the goddess Athena. 


This gold death mask 


was found in a royal 


grave at Mycenae. 


Ancient 



Greeks



The


T


housands of years ago,  


the ancient Greeks 


developed a way of life that was  


to shape western civilization.  


They introduced important ideas  


in politics, science and philosophy, 


and excelled in arts and sports.  


As a way of understanding the  


world, the Greeks told each other 


extraordinary tales of gods,  


heroes and monsters.  
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A Spartan  


warrior’s helmet. 


A Roman mosaic showing 


Alexander the Great.


Warfare


War was an everyday part of ancient Greek 


life, and the country’s myths are full of battles. 


The Trojan War is the most famous war 


in Greek mythology. Other myths tell of a 


fearsome race of female warriors called  


the Amazons, who were considered to be  


the physical equals of men. 


The End of an Era


In 336 BC, Alexander the Great 


became the ruler of the Greek 


kingdom of Macedonia. He led 


a huge army and created an 


empire stretching all the way to 


India. After Alexander’s death, 


this empire was divided into four 


Greek-ruled kingdoms. By 30 BC, 


however, all of Greece had fallen  


to the rising power of the Romans. 


The Golden A


g


e of Athens


From the eighth century BC, independent 



settlements known as city-states, such as  



Sparta and Athens, grew up on the Greek 


mainland, and colonies were created overseas.  



By the fifth century 



BC, Athens was a magnificent 



centre of culture and learning. 



The Parthenon, a temple built for the 


goddess Athena, still stands on a rocky 


hill called the Acropolis in Athens. 















Gods 


and


 


Goddesses


H


igh on the peaks of Mount 


Olympus lived immortal 


Zeus and the other Olympian gods. 


Although human in form and with 


many flaws, these powerful gods 


reigned supreme over the universe. 


There were a host of lesser gods, too.


The Titans


Before the Olympians, the mighty Titans ruled the 


universe. Their ruler, Cronus, and his wife, Rhea, 


had many children. To avoid being overthrown 


by his offspring, Cronus swallowed each newborn 


god. However, when Zeus was born, Rhea hid the 


child away and tricked her husband into swallowing 


a boulder instead. When Zeus had grown up, he 


punched his father in the stomach to make him 


vomit up the other gods, and led them in a terrible 


war against the Titans. Zeus was victorious and 


Cronus was eventually banished from Earth.


Apollo, god  


of truth and  


prophecy. 
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Artemis,  


goddess of  


hunting.















The Olympians


All the gods had their own areas 


of influence. Zeus was lord of the 


sky, while Poseidon was ruler of 


the seas and Ares was the god  


of war. Aphrodite was the 


beautiful goddess of love and 


Athena the goddess of wisdom. 


The Greeks believed Apollo,  


the god of truth and prophecy,  


could foretell the future, while  


his twin sister, Artemis, was the 


goddess of hunting. 


Ruler of the Dead


Although he was not an 


Olympian, Hades, the lord of the 


underworld and ruler of the dead, 
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