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Chapter One

Apart from the fact that everything was upside-down, it was a normal evening in the study at Jo’s house.

Timmy the dog was playing with a knotted rope beside the fire as it flickered comfortably in the grate. Jo was building a house of cards, her dark hair falling across her face as she concentrated on balancing the cards just right. Allie was sitting in an armchair, engrossed in a glossy fashion ’n’ gossip magazine. And Max was hanging by his feet from the bookcase – hence the upside-down bit – with his digital camera pressed to his face.

“Nope …” Max fiddled with the focus, his blond hair hanging down as he zoomed from one cousin to the next. “Nope …Nope …”

“Max,” said Allie in exasperation, laying down her magazine and turning to face the camera, “how do you expect me to learn how movie stars plan to save the environment when you’re hanging around like a paparazzi possum?” She paused, brightening. “Oooh!” she said thoughtfully. “That’d be a good cartoon character!”

“It’s my photography class assignment,” Max explained, still hanging upside-down. “One Hundred Photos – Strange, Interesting or Beautiful.”

“Ooh,” said Allie, immediately keen. “Take my picture!”

She rushed over to the hat rack and grabbed a hat and feather boa to use as props, before prancing up and down striking a series of model poses.

Jo glanced up from her card-house and winced. “That definitely counts as ‘Strange’,” she remarked.

Jo’s card-house collapsed as a loud crash sounded from the hall. And the card-house wasn’t the only thing to fall down.

“Whooahh – oooph…”

Max struggled out of the comfy chair he’d landed in as Jo, Allie and Timmy all rushed from the study into the hall. Dylan was sitting at the foot of the stairs, rubbing his head, surrounded by a dozen books. His glasses sat crooked on his nose.

“Ooh,” he said groggily.

“Dylan!” Jo said in concern. “Are you all right?”

“Couldn’t see over the pile of books,” Dylan mumbled, still rubbing his head. “Now I have a bump.”

“Close-up of a bump!” Max said, struck with inspiration as the others moved to help Dylan up. “It’ll look like Mount Everest!” And he snapped a shot of Dylan’s head.

“Ooooh,” Dylan moaned, blinking at the ferocity of the flash. “Now I have a bump and I’m blind.”

“The Case Of The Missing Millionaire: An Abelard B. Covington Mystery,” Jo read, picking up one of the scattered books and reading the jacket.

“He’s only seventeen, but he’s the world’s greatest detective!” Dylan said. His voice oozed with admiration.

“I’ve heard of him,” Max said. “He solves impossible cases, then he turns them into bestsellers!”
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