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Get the most from this book



This book will help you revise for the WJEC GCSE History specification, which can be downloaded from the WJEC website www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/history/.


This book covers the following options:


Unit 1: Studies in depth





•  British study in depth: 1A The Elizabethan age, 1558–1603



•  British study in depth: 1C Depression, war and recovery, 1930–1951





Unit 2: Studies in depth





•  Non-British Study in depth: 2B The USA: a nation of contrasts, 1910–1929



•  Non-British Study in depth: 2C Germany in transition, 1919–1939





Unit 3: Thematic Study





•  Thematic Study: 3A Changes in crime and punishment, c.1500 to the present day



•  Thematic Study: 3B Changes in health and medicine, c.1340 to the present day





You can use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





1  revised and understood a topic



2  answered the exam practice questions



3  checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. Be a scribbler, make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks, but you can also write in this book.


Track your progress
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Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Key terms


Key terms are highlighted the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin.
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Exam tips


Throughout the book there are tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Revision tasks


Use these tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you think about what you are revising. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use it the better you will remember it.
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My revision planner



Introduction


Section 1 The Elizabethan age, 1558–1603


1.1 Elizabethan government


1.2 Lifestyles of the rich and poor


1.3 Popular entertainment


1.4 The problem of religion


1.5 The Catholic threat


1.6 The Spanish Armada


1.7 The Puritan threat


Section 2 Depression, war and recovery, 1930–1951


2.1 The coming of the Depression


2.2 Life during the Depression


2.3 The coming of war


2.4 Life during wartime


2.5 Keeping up morale


2.6 Life after war


2.7 Rebuilding the country after 1945


Section 3 Germany in transition, c.1919–1939


3.1 The impact of the First World War


3.2 The recovery of Weimar


3.3 The Nazi rise to power and the end of the Weimar Republic


3.4 Consolidation of power, 1933–34


3.5 Nazi economic, social and racial policies


3.6 Terror and persuasion


3.7 Hitler’s foreign policy


Section 4 The USA: a nation of contrasts, 1910–1929


4.1 Immigration


4.2 Religion and race


4.3 Crime and corruption


4.4 Economic boom


4.5 The end of prosperity


4.6 Popular entertainment


4.7 Role of women


Section 5 Changes in health and medicine


5.1 Causes of illness and disease


5.2 Attempts to prevent illness and disease


5.3 Attempts to treat and cure illness and disease


5.4 Advances in medical knowledge


5.5 Developments in patient care


5.6 Developments in public health and welfare


5.7 Study of a historic environment: Urban Cardiff in the nineteenth century


Section 6 Changes in crime and punishment


6.1 Causes of crime


6.2 Nature of crimes


6.3 Enforcing law and order


6.4 Methods of combating crime


6.5 Attitudes to punishment


6.6 Methods of punishment


6.7 The study of a historic site – ‘China’: the growth of crime in industrial Merthyr Tydfil in the nineteenth century


Glossary





Introduction



How to revise


There is no single way to revise, but here are some good ideas.


1 Make a revision timetable


For a subject like history, which involves learning large amounts of factual detail, it is essential that you construct a revision plan.





•  Start early – you should start by looking at the dates of your exams and work backwards to the first date you intend to start revising, probably six to eight weeks before your exam.



•  Be realistic – work out a realistic revision plan to complete your revision; don’t try to do too much. Remember that you have to fit in your history revision alongside your other GCSE subjects. Plan to include breaks to give yourself a rest.



•  Revise regularly – regular, short spells of 40 minutes are better than panicky six-hour slogs until 2 a.m.



•  Plan your time carefully – give more revision time to topic areas you find difficult and spend longer on the sections you feel less confident about.



•  Track your progress – keep to your timetable and use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to tick off each topic as you complete it. Give yourself targets and reward yourself when you have achieved them.





2 Revise actively


Different people revise in different ways and you will have to find the methods which best suit your learning style. Here are some techniques which students have used to help them revise:
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How to prepare for the exam


1 Decode the exam question – look for the ‘command’ words


To perform well in the exam, you will have to answer the questions correctly. The key to success is understanding what the question is asking – look for the key command words which will tell you the type of answer you should write.




Common command words and what they mean






	Command word

	What it means






	Explain

	Provide a number of reasons, showing how or why each contributed to the event named in the question.






	Describe

Outline




	Provide specific factual detail upon the key issue named in the question.






	How important …?

How successful …?


How far …?


To what extent …?




	Provide a judgement about the importance of a named event/person supported by reasons, explanations and evidence.






	How far do you agree with this interpretation of …?

Which of the sources is more useful to a historian studying …?




	Provide a judgement about how useful or accurate historical sources and interpretations are for historians.










2 Look at how the mark schemes work


All your answers on the exam paper will be marked by using a level of response mark scheme. In the low tariff questions (4–6 marks) there will normally be two levels, for the medium tariff questions (8–10 marks) there will be three levels and for the higher tariff questions (11–16 marks) there will be four levels. The more detailed, informed and well-reasoned your answer is, the higher up the level of responses you will advance.


A typical level of response mark scheme will look like this:


Band 1: Generalised points, not fully focused upon the topic area being examined; the general points will not be supported by accurate or relevant factual details or examples.


Answers at this level will be very simplistic and contain little factual support.


Band 2: A number of relevant points with some focus upon the question; these points will be supported by accurate factual detail, although the range might be narrow or some points might not be fully developed.


Answers will display good focus, will be supported with relevant detail and demonstrate an argument which goes some way to answering the question.


Band 3: A range of relevant points which clearly address the question and show understanding of the most important factors involved; a clear explanation which is well structured and supported by detailed and accurate factual information.


Answers at this level will be thorough and detailed; they will clearly engage with the question and provide a balanced and reasoned argument that reaches a well-supported judgement.


Band 4: A full range of relevant points that clearly focus on the thrust of the question with a clear and balanced judgement supported by detailed, accurate and fully relevant factual information.


Answers at this level will fully answer the question supported by detailed factual information which is put into the correct historical context.





Guide to the WJEC GCSE History examination



About the course


You are required to study four units, three of which are examined and the fourth of which is the Non Examined Assessment (NEA). Units 1 and 2 each account for 25% of your final GCSE grade. Unit 3 is 30% and the NEA is 20%.


Unit 1: Studies in depth on Welsh and British history, focusing on the evaluation of historical sources and interpretations.


Students have to study one option from a choice including:





•  1A The Elizabethan age, 1558–1603



•  1C Depression, war and recovery, 1930–1951





Unit 2: Studies in depth on Non-British history, focusing on assessing knowledge and understanding of key features and characteristics of different societies.


Students have to study one option from a choice including:





•  2B The USA: a nation of contrasts, 1910–1929



•  2C Germany in transition, 1919–1939





Unit 3: A thematic study, including the study of an historical site, focusing on assessing an understanding of historical concepts including continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance and similarity and difference.


Students have to study one option from a choice including:





•  3A Changes in crime and punishment in Britain, c.1500 to the present day








•  3B Changes in health and medicine in Britain, c.1340 to the present day





Unit 4: An investigation into an issue of historical debate or controversy.


Units 1 and 2 are assessed by 1 hour long examinations, and the Unit 3 examination is 1 hour 15 minutes. Unit 4 is the NEA which is completed in class.


Unit 1


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding through the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. You will have to answer all of the questions in this examination.


Welsh and British history study in depth


Time allowed: 1 hour


Question 1 is worth 4 marks and asks you to say what can be learnt from Sources A and B.





1  What can be learnt from Sources A and B about…?







    •  You will need to put several points for Source A, linking them to the question.


    •  Repeat this for Source B.


    •  You should aim to write equal amounts from both sources.





Question 2 is worth 6 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the accuracy of the source.





2  To what extent does this source accurately reflect…?







    •  You need to test the source’s accuracy against your knowledge.


    •  Consider:







    •  who wrote it


    •  when it was written


    •  why was it written


    •  how this affects the accuracy of the source.







    •  Make a judgement about the accuracy of the source.





Question 3 is worth 12 marks and asks you to provide a well-supported explanation of the significance of the identified issue or individual.





3  Why was [name/issue] significant/important…?







    •  You will need to show what the background situation to this was.


    •  Include specific details to show why this was significant.


    •  Finish with a well-supported judgement about the significance of this.





Question 4 is worth 12 marks and asks you to identify and explain the connections between three features of a historical topic.





4  Explain the connections between THREE of the following…







    •  Clearly identify the connections between the two features you have chosen.


    •  Explain these connections using detailed historical knowledge of the topic.





Question 5 is worth 16 marks and asks you to reach a substantiated judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation.





5  How far do you agree with this interpretation of…?







    •  You will need to outline the view in the interpretation and link it to your knowledge.


    •  Consider what the attribution tells us about how and why the author formed the interpretation.


    •  Suggest why other historians might have different views.


    •  Make a judgement on why there are different interpretations of this issue.





Unit 2


Non-British study in depth


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of key features and characteristics of different societies. You will have to answer all of the questions in this examination.


Time allowed: 1 hour


Question 1 is worth 6 marks and asks you to use the source and your own knowledge to describe a historical issue.





1  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe…







    •  Describe what you can see or read in the source.


    •  Link this information to your knowledge of this subject.


    •  Aim to make at least two developed points.





Question 2 is worth 8 marks and asks you to use your historical knowledge to describe a key event





2  Describe…







    •  Include specific factual detail such as dates, events or names of key people.


    •  Aim to write at least three key features/points.





Question 3 is worth 8 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the purpose of the source in order to reach a substantiated judgement.





3  What was the purpose of Source B?







    •  You need to use your knowledge of this period of time to describe the message of this source.


    •  Use the details of the caption/attribution of the source to explain who the source was aimed at and why it would give this particular message at this particular time.





Question 4 is worth 12 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the relative usefulness of the source material to a historian studying the issue.





4  Which of the sources is more useful to a historian studying…?







    •  For each source consider:







    •  what the source tells you about the topic


    •  who said it


    •  why was the source produced


    •  how the source fits into what was happening at that time.







    •  Remember to give a judgement on which source is the most useful and why.





Question 5 is worth 16 marks and asks you to reach a substantiated judgement about an historical issue.





5  This will be an essay question asking you to make a judgement about an important issue, for example, ‘Was… the most important… in…’







    •  Discuss the key issue in the question and explain why it is important.


    •  Consider a range of ‘other factors’, supporting them with relevant detail.


    •  Conclude with a judgement on how far you agree with the point made in the question.


    •  Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar for accuracy.





Unit 3


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference. One question will focus on the historical site.


Thematic study


Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes


Question 1 is worth 4 marks and asks you to accurately write a name, historical term or significant date to complete four sentences.


Question 2 is worth 4 marks and asks you to identify one similarity and one difference between the sources.





2  Use Sources A, B and C to identify one similarity and one difference in…







    •  Pick out a similarity between the sources.


    •  Pick out a difference between the sources.





Question 3 is worth 6 marks and asks you to describe a historical issue.





3  Describe…







    •  Include specific factual detail such as dates, events or names of key people.


    •  Aim to write at least three key features/ points.





Question 4 is worth 6 marks and asks you to describe a historical issue.





4  Describe…







    •  Include specific factual detail such as dates, events or names of key people.


    •  Aim to write at least three key features/points.





Question 5 is worth 12 marks and asks you to give a focused and well-supported explanation of an issue.





5  Explain why…







    •  You need to give several reasons to explain this event.


    •  Each reason needs to be supported with relevant factual detail.





Question 6 is worth 12 marks and asks you to give a focused and well-supported explanation of an issue.





6  Explain why…







    •  You need to give several reasons to explain this event.


    •  Each reason needs to be supported with relevant factual detail.





Question 7 is worth 16 marks (plus 4 marks for spelling punctuation and grammar) and asks you to write an extended piece of writing about an issue, covering the three historical eras, including Welsh historical references where relevant.





7  To what extent has… been the most important development in…?







    •  Describe the main changes in this topic using specific factual details.


    •  Make a judgement at the end of each section of your answer about how important the development you have just discussed was.


    •  Cover all three historical time periods – medieval, early modern and modern.


    •  Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar for accuracy.








Section 1 The Elizabethan age, 1558–1603



1.1 Elizabethan government
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Key question


How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?
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Elizabeth’s path to power


The Tudor monarchs ruled England and Wales from 1485 to 1603. Elizabeth was the fifth and the last of the Tudor rulers.





•  The Tudor dynasty comprised:







    •  Henry VII (1485–1509)


    •  Henry VIII (1509–1547)


    •  Edward VI (1547–1553)


    •  Mary I (1553–1558)


    •  Elizabeth I (1558–1603).








•  Elizabeth’s father was Henry VIII who married six times:







    •  by his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, he had a daughter – Mary


    •  by his second wife, Anne Boleyn, he had a daughter – Elizabeth


    •  by his third wife, Jane Seymour, he had a son – Edward.








•  In 1526, Henry VIII fell in love with a noblewoman, Anne Boleyn. To marry her once she became pregnant, Henry had to obtain a divorce from Catherine. The Pope refused this request, causing Henry to break away from the Roman Catholic Church and create a new Church of England with himself as head.



•  In 1533, Anne gave birth to Elizabeth, who was brought up in the Protestant faith of her mother. In 1536, Anne was accused of having an affair and was executed and Elizabeth, aged just 2, was declared illegitimate.



•  When Henry died in 1547 he was succeeded by his 9-year-old son who became King Edward VI. He was brought up by Protestant advisers who also attempted to make the Church of England more Protestant.



•  In 1553, Edward died at the age of 15. He was succeeded by his elder sister Mary, a strict Roman Catholic. She undid the Protestant reforms and made the Catholic religion the new faith of the land. Protestants who refused to change faith were put to death by being burnt at the stake.



•  Mary’s reign was a difficult time for Elizabeth, especially after she was accused of being involved in the Wyatt Rebellion (a Protestant plot), for which she was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London. It was only Mary’s death in 1558 that saved Elizabeth.



•  On 17 November 1558, Elizabeth became queen of England and Wales at the age of 25.






Elizabeth’s coronation and popularity


Elizabeth was crowned queen in Westminster Abbey on 15 January 1559. Her coronation was a popular event and festivities ran over several days. The young queen was well educated, being able to converse in Greek, Latin, French and Italian. She loved dancing, riding, music, needlework and archery.


Elizabeth realised the importance of projecting an image of royal majesty, power and high status, which she attempted to do through several methods:





•  Royal portraits – Elizabeth had many official portraits painted showing her dressed in heavily jewelled dresses with rich furs. To display loyalty, many nobles displayed such portraits of the queen in their great houses.



•  Royal progresses – this involved touring the countryside, staying in the houses of her nobles where she was entertained. Her court was on tour for about ten weeks of the year and this enabled Elizabeth to be seen by her subjects and also allowed her to keep an eye on them.





The Royal Court


The Royal Court was the centre of all political power during Elizabeth’s reign. It consisted of the queen’s inner circle such as her ladies in waiting and her chief advisers. The Royal Court travelled with the queen on her royal progresses. The queen kept the loyalty of her ministers and officials through patronage, such as the granting of important positions in central or local government. By such means the queen could keep control over ambitious nobles.


Factions in the Royal Court


As nobles attempted to win the favour of the queen, factions developed between rival nobles. One of the most powerful rivalries was between William Cecil and Robert Dudley. Cecil was a moderate Protestant who was cautious with government spending, wanting to avoid costly foreign wars, while Dudley was a Puritan who was keen to get involved in wars on the continent.
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Revision tasks





1  Explain why Elizabeth’s Protestant faith caused her problems before 1558.



2  Explain how Elizabeth used each of the following to strengthen her rule:







    •  coronation


    •  royal portraits


    •  royal progresses


    •  patronage.
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Exam practice


Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
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Source A




I thank my Lord Mayor, his brethren and you all. And whereas your request is that I should continue your good Lady and Queen, be ye ensured that I will be as good unto you as ever queen was unto her people. No will in me can lack, neither, do I trust, shall there lack any power. And persuade yourselves that for the safety and quietness of you all, I will not spare, if need be to spend my blood. God thank you all.


A speech made by Elizabeth I to the Lord Mayor of London upon receiving a gift during her coronation celebrations in January 1559.
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Source B
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Portrait of Elizabeth painted in 1559 showing her dressed in her coronation robes.
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What can be learnt from Sources A and B about Elizabeth’s coronation?
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Exam tip


In the ‘What can be learnt from Sources A and B’ question you need to compare the two sources and pick out details linked to what the question is asking.
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The Privy Council and Councillors


The Privy Council was a body of advisers and ministers appointed by the queen to help her rule. Privy Councillors were chosen from the noble and gentry classes. The council met two or three times a week. Elizabeth did not normally attend the meetings and did not have to accept the advice it offered her.




[image: ]







[image: ]




Important Privy Councillors





•  Sir William Cecil (created Lord Burghley in 1571) – served as Secretary of State and later Lord Treasurer; was adviser to Elizabeth for over 40 years.



•  Robert Dudley (created Earl of Leicester in 1564) – his close friendship with Elizabeth gave rise to rumours of an affair between them; in 1585 he was made commander of the army sent to the Netherlands.



•  Sir Christopher Hatton – responsible for organising the queen’s progresses, and in 1587 became Lord Chancellor.



•  Sir Francis Walsingham – he headed Elizabeth’s secret service, controlling a network of spies in an effort to uncover plots against the queen.



•  Robert Devereux (Earl of Essex) – put in charge of organising attacks on Spain and Ireland; he was executed in 1601 for his involvement in a plot against some of the queen’s councillors.



•  Robert Cecil – son of William Cecil, he took over Walsingham’s duties after his death in 1591.
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Revision task


Describe the main function of the Privy Council and its councillors.
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Local government in Wales


Elizabeth came to rely upon a trusted body of officials to ensure that her rule was respected and that law and order was maintained across the country.


The Council of Wales and the Marches


Royal power in Wales was exercised through the Council of Wales and the Marches. It was headed by a Lord President who was based at Ludlow. There were two Lord Presidents during Elizabeth’s reign:





•  Sir Henry Sidney (held office between 1560 and 1586)



•  Henry Herbert (held office between 1586 and 1601).





The Lord President was assisted by a Deputy Lieutenant and a Council of 20 elected members. The Council was responsible for two areas:





•  Administration: ensuring that instructions of the monarch and Privy Council were carried out in Wales



•  Justice: it served as the highest court in Wales and the Marches, dealing with civil and criminal cases.
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Court of Great Sessions


Following the Acts of Union of 1536 and 1543 the English legal system was imposed upon Wales.


Wales was divided into four court circuits.






	Chester circuit

	counties of Flint, Denbigh and Montgomery






	North Wales circuit

	counties of Anglesey, Caernarvon and Merioneth






	Brecon circuit

	counties of Brecon, Glamorgan and Radnor






	Carmarthen circuit

	counties of Carmarthen, Cardigan and Pembroke







Circuit judges toured their circuit twice a year. They dealt with all serious cases such as murder, treason, robbery and riot.


The Deputy Lieutenant


The President of the Council served as the Lord Lieutenant and he was supported by a Deputy Lieutenant. The Deputy was responsible for controlling the local militia, making sure the area was protected, and supervising the work of the JPs.


The sheriff


Each county had a sheriff who was concerned with legal affairs such as appointing juries, delivering prisoners to court and supervising the collecting of taxes.


Justice of the Peace


Justices of the Peace (JPs) numbered between 30 and 60 in each county and were wealthy gentlemen. They became the chief officer responsible for ensuring that law and order was maintained at the local level. Their tasks included:





•  sitting as a magistrate in the Quarter Session courts



•  organising the parish constable



•  fixing prices and wages, checking weights and measures



•  giving out licences to enable the poor to beg



•  administering the Poor Law



•  overseeing the maintenance of the highways.






Parish constable



This unpaid post was held by tradesmen or husbandsmen (farmers) for one year. They were expected to carry out a range of tasks under the close supervision of the JP.





•  General policing duties such as keeping an eye on taverns/inns; watching out for vagabonds.



•  Administering punishments such as placing criminals in the stocks or pillory.



•  In towns they also served as night watchmen, patrolling the streets looking out for wrongdoers.
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Revision tasks





1  Explain how each of the following officers helped to maintain law and order:







    •  Lord Lieutenant


    •  Justice of the Peace


    •  Parish Constable.








2  Explain the role and purpose of the Council of Wales and the Marches.
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Overseer of the Poor Rate


They organised and collected the Poor Rate (local tax) and distributed the money to those most in need.


Without this body of unpaid officers, local government would not have been able to operate effectively.


The role of Parliament


Parliament only met when the queen called it and closed down when she commanded it to. Elizabeth called just ten parliaments and for 26 years of her reign there were no parliamentary sessions.


Parliament was made up of two bodies:





•  House of Lords – a non-elected body of about 100 lords, bishops and judges.



•  House of Commons – made up of about 450 MPs elected by wealthy landowners. There were two MPs from each county and two from each important town within the county.





Elizabeth called Parliament only when she needed to, usually because:





•  she needed money and only Parliament had the power to raise money through taxes



•  she needed to pass an Act of Parliament



•  she desired support and advice from her MPs on important issues.





Freedom of speech


The queen appointed the speaker of the House of Commons and decided what topics were to be debated. In theory MPs had freedom to discuss whatever they wanted, but in practice the queen made it clear that some topics such as her possible marriage were not to be discussed.


Taxation and finance





•  Tudor monarchs were expected to use their own finances, raised from rents and customs duties, to pay the costs of running the country.



•  On occasions, when they ran short of money, monarchs had to ask Parliament to grant funds from taxes.



•  Elizabeth’s reign was a time of high inflation, causing prices to rise. The queen also had to pay for costly foreign wars against Spain. This meant she needed more money.



•  Chief Minister William Cecil began a programme of cutting costs but Parliament still had to be recalled periodically to release funds.



•  Local taxes rose sharply to help pay for increased poor relief.






The Welsh Gentry



During the reign of Elizabeth the gentry emerged as the dominant force in the social and political life in Wales. They occupied all the important positions in local government such as Deputy Lieutenant, sheriff and justice of the peace.


Sir John Wynn of Gwydir (1553–1626)





•  He was the head of an important landowning family in the Conwy valley, residing at Gwydir castle near Llanrwst.



•  He served as:







    •  sheriff of Caernarvonshire (1588–1603)


    •  sheriff of Merionethshire (1589–1601)


    •  MP for Caernarvon (1586–87)


    •  Deputy Lieutenant for Caernarvonshire (1587).








•  In 1608 he was knighted as ‘Sir’ John Wynn and appointed a member of the Council of Wales.



•  In 1611 he was made a baronet.





Katheryn of Berain (1534/35–1591)


Through a series of four marriages she dramatically increased her wealth and social status.





•  Marriage one was to John Salusbury (d.1566) of Lleweni hall near Denbigh.



•  Marriage two was to Sir Richard Clough (d.1570) of Plas Clough, Denbigh, a wealthy merchant.



•  Marriage three was to Morus Wynn of Gwydir (d.1580), the father of Sir John Wynn, and one of the most powerful families in north Wales.



•  Marriage four was to Edward Thelwell (d.1610) of Play y Ward in the Vale of Clwyd.





Conclusion: How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?





•  Elizabeth was a strong monarch which resulted in strong government, especially during the 1570s and 1580s.



•  Her strong, forceful and volatile character helped her to keep her powerful nobles under control.



•  Elizabeth was served by an able body of Privy Councillors.



•  Central government – the queen used the power of patronage to ensure loyalty and efficient service.



•  Local government – this worked well under the management of a body of unpaid amateur officers such as the lord lieutenant, JPs, parish constables, overseers of the poor.
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Revision tasks





1  Describe the role and function of Parliament.



2  Explain why Elizabeth was sometimes forced to ask Parliament to meet.



3  What contribution did Sir John Wynn of Gwydir make to the running of local government in Wales?
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1.2 Lifestyles of the rich and poor
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Key question


How did life differ for the rich and poor in Elizabethan times?
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Contrasting lifestyles of the rich and poor


Elizabethan society was based upon a very structured class system that kept everybody in their place. There was an enormous difference in the standards of living among those groups at the top of the social order and those at the bottom.
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Between 20 per cent and 30 per cent of the population lived on the edge of starvation – bad harvests, rising prices and changes in employment often helped to tip people into poverty.


Lifestyle of the rich


During Elizabeth’s reign, many of the rich landowning class increased their wealth through various means, including:





•  agricultural change and the adoption of profitable sheep farming rather than labour-intensive cultivation of the land








•  exploitation of the mineral resources on their estate such as the mining of coal, lead or iron ore



•  advantageous marriages.






Homes



This was the age of the ‘Great rebuilding’ when many rich landowners used their increased wealth to build new homes which they filled with the latest fashions in furniture and fittings.





•  The old medieval style defensive dwellings designed for defence were replaced with Elizabethan mansions.








•  Houses were symmetrical in design, often with the floor plan being in the shape of the letter E or H.








•  They included large glass windows, brick or stone walls, large fireplaces and chimney stacks, finely plastered ceilings and wood panelled walls on which to hang fine tapestries.








•  Many houses had a long gallery lined on one side with a wall of large windows; this gallery was used for recreation and socialising and for the display of family portraits/tapestries. The family and servant wings were now separate; the house had a series of rooms such as the parlour (sitting room) and bedrooms.



•  Noted Elizabethan houses include Burghley House, Lincolnshire (built by William Cecil); Longleat House, Wiltshire (built by Sir John Thynne); Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire (built by Elizabeth or ‘Bess’ Hardwick).





Examples of Tudor gentry houses in Wales include:


St Fagan’s castle, Cardiff


It was built between 1560 and 1580 by a wealthy lawyer, Dr John Gibbon. In design it followed the typical ‘E’ style. It contained a great hall, dining room, grand staircase, long gallery and private bedrooms for the family. The ceilings were finely plastered and the walls covered in tapestries and paintings.


Plas Mawr townhouse, Conwy


This was built between 1576 and 1585 by Robert Wynn, a successful and wealthy merchant. The inside was finely decorated with ornamental plasterwork, fine wood screens and specially made furniture.


Fashion


An Elizabethan noblemen and his wife wore the latest fashions made out of the finest materials (silk, linen, velvet) and laden with fine jewels.


Education


The sons of nobles were home tutored in the classics and languages (French, Latin and Greek). Daughters of nobles were taught how to run a large house and its staff.


Household


The wife of a nobleman supervised the day-to-day running of the household.



Lifestyle of the gentry


The gentry attempted to copy the lifestyle of the nobles, though not on such a grand scale.


Homes


The gentry modernised and re-fashioned their homes. They built new houses made of stone, brick or half-timbered. Such houses had fireplaces, brick-built chimneys, panelled or plastered walls and large windows.


Fashion


The gentry generally wore modern, stylish outfits, but without the expense of fine threads and jewels seen in noble clothes.


Education


The sons of gentry often attended grammar schools and some went to university in Oxford or Cambridge. After university some began careers as lawyers, clerics or entered royal service.


Lifestyle of the lower classes


The lower classes led very different lives to those of their social superiors.


Homes


The lower classes lived in much smaller homes. Their cottages were little more than one room, sometimes shared with animals, with an earth floor, timber-framed walls with wattle and daub infill and a thatched roof.


Fashion


Owing to poverty, the lower classes possessed few changes of clothes. These were usually made of rough twilled cloth.


Education and leisure


They received very little, if any, education. They had little time to socialise but when they did so, they often went to the local inn where they sometimes watched and gambled upon cock fighting or bear baiting.
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Revision tasks





1  Use your knowledge of this section to complete the following table which compares the lifestyles of the rich and poor during Elizabeth’s reign.
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2  Explain what the ‘Great rebuilding’ phase was during Elizabeth’s reign.
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Poverty in Elizabethan times


Tudor governments classified the poor into two categories:





•  impotent poor – those genuinely unable to work and in need of poor relief



•  able-bodied poor – those capable of work but who were either unable or unwilling to find employment.





Causes of poverty


There was a sharp rise in poverty during Elizabethan times. This was due to a number of reasons.
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The issue of unemployment and vagrancy


The increase in wandering homeless ‘sturdy beggars’ was seen as a threat to society. They were blamed for an increase in crime. In 1566, Thomas Harman wrote a book, A Caveat or Warning for Common Cursitors, vulgarly called Vagabonds, in which he named the different types of vagabonds according to the method they used to seek out a living.





•  Hooker or Angler – used a hooked stick to reach through windows to steal clothes or valuables.



•  Clapper dudgeon – tied arsenic to their skin to attract sympathy when begging.



•  Doxy – female vagabond who stole items and hid them in her bag.



•  Abraham man – pretended to be mad to attract sympathy and charity.



•  Ruffler – ex-soldiers who stole and threatened.



•  Drumerer – pretended to be dumb in order to beg for charity.



•  Counterfeit crank – sucked soap to foam at the mouth and pretended to have epilepsy.






Government legislation



During Elizabeth’s reign a number of Acts were passed to deal with the increasing problem of poverty:






	Year

	Act

	Key features of the Act






	1563

	Statute of Artificers

	Compulsory seven-year apprenticeship






	1572

	Vagrancy Act

	Severe punishments for vagrants; local people had to pay a poor rate






	1576

	Act for Relief of the Poor

	Houses of Correction to be built in each county






	1598

	Act for Relief of the Poor

	Overseers appointed to supervise issue of poor relief






	1598

	Act for Punishment of Rogues

	Houses of Correction to be set up for rogues and vagabonds; begging was forbidden






	1601

	Act for Relief of the Poor

	Set up a legal framework to tackle poverty – the Elizabethan Poor Law







How successful were the Elizabethan Poor Laws?


Elizabeth’s Poor Laws did not end poverty but they did introduce a system to manage poor relief. Overall the impact was mixed.





•  Laws did help many people in need of support.



•  Helped to reduce threat of rebellion and social unrest.



•  Government now began to take action to look after the poor.



•  System of poor relief established by Elizabeth’s government remained for over 200 years.



•  But poverty continued to rise.





Conclusion: How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan times?





•  Noble and gentry classes experienced considerable improvements in their lifestyles – built fashionable houses, with rich interior decoration, fine tapestries, portraits and furniture, landscaped gardens.



•  Lifestyle of lower classes changed little – due to inflation many struggled to make ends meet; changes in agriculture from crop farming to sheep farming caused unemployment and migration of labourers to the towns.



•  Sharp increase in number of wandering beggars some of whom turned to crime; government responded by building houses of correction and issuing poor relief.
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Revision tasks





1  Identify and explain FOUR main causes of poverty during Elizabethan times.



2  Describe the crimes each of the following vagabonds specialised in:







    •  The Angler


    •  Clapper dudgeon


    •  Doxy


    •  Counterfeit crank.








3  Explain how each of the following Acts of Parliament helped to deal with the problem of vagrancy:







    •  The Vagrancy Act, 1572


    •  Act for the Relief of the Poor, 1576


    •  Act for the Punishment of Rogues, 1598.
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Exam practice


Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
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Source A
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Source B




Where all the parts of the realm of England and Wales be presently exceedingly pestered with rogues, vagabonds and sturdy beggars, by means whereof daily happeneth horrible murders, thefts and other outrages, be it enacted that all persons above the age of fourteen years, being rogues, vagabonds or sturdy beggars, shall be grievously whipped and burnt through the gristle of the right ear with a hot iron.


A section from the Vagabonds Act of 1572
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What can be learnt from Sources A and B about the treatment of vagabonds during Elizabeth’s reign?
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Exam tip


In the ‘What can be learnt from Sources A and B’ question you need to compare the two sources and pick out details linked to what the question is asking.
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1.3 Popular entertainment
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Key question


What were the most popular types of entertainment in Elizabethan times?
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The importance of popular entertainment


For many, the only time for relaxation was a Sunday, the day of worship, together with the few days of religious festival and special days such as May Day, New Year and Shrove Tuesday. Entertainment was important during Elizabethan times and took many forms.



Cruel sports



A popular pastime enjoyed by all sections of society was the watching of blood sports.





•  Bear and bull-baiting – bears were chained to a wooden stake and attacked by dogs, the spectators betting how long the dogs would survive. The ‘Bear Garden’ arena in Southwark, London, could accommodate 1,000 people. Bulls were tied by the horns and set upon by dogs, the audience betting on the outcome.



•  Cockfighting – this took place in cockfighting pits, the spectators betting on which of a pair of birds would win the fight.





Entertainment enjoyed by the rich


The rich had the wealth and leisure time to allow them to engage in a number of pastimes.





•  Hunting – many wealthy nobles had their own deer parks allowing them to hunt.



•  Hawking – the use of a trained falcon or hawk for hunting was a popular pastime.



•  Archery – this was popular throughout the Tudor period.



•  Dancing, music and singing – wealthy nobles employed musicians to entertain them with music and singing; they were able to dance to popular dances such as the Volta.



•  Ball games – tennis became popular during Elizabeth’s reign, as did bowls and skittles. Football was popular among the lower classes, but the wealthy also played (often on horseback). In south-east Wales, this game was known as ‘cnapan’. The game had no pitch, few rules and was played over a wide area. To win the teams had to push forward with the cnapan (ball) until one of them crossed the finishing point.







[image: ]


Revision tasks





1  Describe the main types of cruel sports popular during Elizabeth’s reign.



2  How did the rich entertain themselves during Elizabethan times?
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The development of the Elizabethan theatre


The English theatre developed during Elizabeth’s reign, passing through several developmental stages.


Bands of strolling players


During the reigns of the early Tudor monarchs, wandering bands of players (actors) toured the countryside, performing in towns or village squares on portable stages. They were a popular form of entertainment, especially among the lower classes. What was popular in Wales was the interlude, which drew large crowds whenever bands of strolling players visited a town.


Formation of theatre companies


Fearing possible civil disobedience following the performance of plays which could encourage ideas of rebellion and disobedience, a law of 1572 banned strolling players from touring the country unless they had a licence to enable them to perform. This led to the formation of the first theatre companies:
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