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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
         
         Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
         

         
         Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

         
         Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
         

         
         Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
         

         
         Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
         

         
         Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Booty

         
         Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
         

         [image: image]

         
         Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
         

         
         Mozzy: The Booty’s bosun
         

         
         Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
         

         
         Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a massive pirate with a ring through his nose
         

         
         Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
         

         
         Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
         

         
         Slicer: The Booty’s cook
         

         
         Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
         

         
         Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a frigate called The Tormenter

         
         Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
         

         
         Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
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      Return to Pirate Land

      
      Alleric Breas stood in front of a dusty mirror in the attic at number five Drake Drive. He adjusted his tricorn pirate hat
         and dusted his blue frockcoat. ‘Are you ready to go back and see if that treasure was real?’ he asked his best friend, Owen,
         remembering all the jewels and gold they’d seen as they’d left Alleric Castle on their last adventure in the Dragon Blood
         Islands.
      

      
      Owen Seabrook sat on the floor pulling on his black buckled shoes. He stood, put his hand in the pocket of his burgundy coat,
         and pulled out a small ivory elephant. He inspected it for a second, took a deep breath and announced, ‘I’m ready. I want
         to see the elephants again too!’
      

      
      Beside the boys a three-legged white cat pawed at an old sea trunk.

      
      Al saluted. ‘Let’s go.’ He reached down and patted the cat. ‘Snakeboot’s ready to go, too.’

      
      Just as the boys stepped towards the sea trunk the attic door burst open.

      
      A girl with long curly hair, shorts and a singlet stood at the door. ‘Are you playing pirates?’ asked Al’s sister, Hally.

      
      ‘No,’ said Al, ‘we’re just standing here dressed in pirate suits.’

      
      ‘Can I be a pirate?’
      

      
      ‘No!’ said Al. ‘This is a boys’ game.’

      
      ‘I want to play!’ Hally whined.
      

      
      ‘You can’t,’ Al grouched, ‘so please leave.’ He gave his sister a push and shut the door.

      
      Hally heaved the door open and stuck her head back into the room. She pointed at the cat. ‘Furgus doesn’t need to play pirates,’
         she said. ‘I want him.’
      

      
      ‘You can’t have him,’ said Al, annoyed that his sister called the cat Furgus.
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      ‘Dad! screamed Hally. ‘Al won’t let me play pirates and he won’t let me have Furgus!’
      

      
      Dad’s voice floated up from downstairs. ‘Alleric Breas! If you won’t let Hally play pirates you can at least let her have
         the cat.’
      

      
      ‘See?’ said Hally. She poked her tongue out, pushed her way into the room and scooped the cat into her arms.

      
      When she left, Al turned to his best friend. ‘Do you still want to go? Snakeboot’s always been with us and showed us how to
         get back.’
      

      
      ‘Yep,’ said Owen, ‘but I reckon if we leave the door open, Snakeboot will come after us once Hally gets sick of playing with
         him.’
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