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Introduction






The institution of the British monarchy is living on borrowed time. It costs too much and gives back too little. Its political power is merely illusory and its leading personnel distant and out of touch. When all is said and done, the royal family is an anachronism, unsuited for the modern world.


These are a few of the lines that certain commentators would have us believe. Worst of all, they tell us, the public no longer believes in the Crown. And yet. . .


Rather like those people who march up and down high streets wearing sandwich boards warning the rest of us that the end is nigh, there have been generations of doom-mongers predicting the demise of the royal family. They said it when Bad King John was facing the wrath of the barons, and when Henry VIII’s sole male heir perished (which, it of course turned out, actually heralded the glories of the first Elizabethan age), and when George III lost the Americas, and then when Victoria hid herself away from the public to deal with her personal grief. Most spectacularly, it really did seem like the game was up for the monarchy when King Charles I was forcibly separated from his head in 1649, only for the public to decide that they did not much like the alternative and so offered the Crown back to his son a little over a decade later. To paraphrase Mark Twain, reports of the death of the monarchy have been exaggerated for a long time now.


Queen Elizabeth II is now history’s most enduring manifestation of the institution. She has graced the throne in no less than eight decades, outlasting cold wars and hot wars, booms and recessions, Britain’s stormy entry into, and equally stormy exit from, the European Union. She has, to date, said hello and goodbye to 14 prime ministers, witnessed the demise of old industries and the emergence of new ones, been an integral part of the rise of television, seen glorious moments of sporting glory and the hosting of the Olympic Games, and watched on as the rural and urban landscapes of her realm have changed sometimes beyond recognition. Not to mention that she has lived through myriad personal and family crises that might have brought down a lesser character. And still she remains, steadfast, true and as committed to her duties as she ever was.


It is little wonder, then, that she and, by and large, her family continue to garner enormous popularity. Let it not be forgotten, either, that for the first decade of her life Elizabeth never expected to have to bear the onerous responsibilities of sovereignty. Only with her uncle’s abdication when she was ten years old did her father unexpectedly find himself king and Elizabeth the heir to the throne. Heavy is the head that wears the crown, so says the maxim. But she has worn it with style and assuredness. She has never failed to rise to the challenge of monarchy, putting public duty ahead of all other considerations.


To the undoubted disappointment of several generations of republicans by now, her confident captaining of the royal ship has ensured that the institution remains relevant to the wider world. When she makes her annual Christmas address to the people of Britain and the Commonwealth, tens of millions tune in to listen. At moments of true national crisis, her government has sought her steadying hand to calm the collective jangling nerves. And whenever there is a royal celebration – a jubilee, a wedding or the arrival of a new member of the family – it is guaranteed to raise the nation’s spirits.


It is not merely permissible, but indeed rather healthy to question the institution of monarchy: to consider whether or not it is working to reflect the modern world; to wonder if it spends its money in the most publicly beneficial ways; to raise an eyebrow when some or other individual member of the family missteps either in public or private. We rightly do not owe the monarchy the sort of unquestioning loyalty and devotion that kings and queens of yore demanded (with suitably frightening punishments for those who refused). In other words, we have the right not to like the royal family, to consider it immaterial to our everyday lives, to ignore it. And while a few take up those rights with gusto, what is perhaps more striking is how many more retain not merely respect, but genuine affection for the monarchy.


See the snaking queues of those who want to catch a glimpse of the interior of Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle. Consider the billions who tune in to a royal wedding given half a chance. Study the spikes in newspaper circulations and online views for stories that focus on the royals, proving our insatiable appetite for regal gossip and drama every bit as much as all the pomp and ceremony stuff. Take a look around any number of family homes and you’ll likely spot a commemorative plate or mug of more recent vintage than you’d perhaps expect. Whatever the naysayers might have you believe, the royal family remains an integral and vital part of our social fabric.


Perhaps the Crown’s greatest trick is to appear so constant and unchanging while in fact being remarkably adaptable. Elizabeth II has been a touchstone of steadfastness, yet she has also overseen vast changes in the institution she heads. Despite regular charges of being stuck in the past, the royal family has a canny knack of adjusting to meet each new challenge and demand it faces. The institution that Elizabeth will eventually pass on will look vastly different not only from that of, say, the court of Henry VIII, but even from the one bequeathed her by her own father. The royal family: timeless yet dynamic.


This quiz book, then, is an unapologetic celebration of that family. A chance for you to test your knowledge of all things royal, but also to immerse yourself in regal trivia that may have passed you by or else been filed so deep in the recesses of your memory that you have forgotten it is even there. While many of the questions focus on the royal family of today, there is plenty for history buffs, too. From suspicious deaths in the medieval age to the Queen’s middle names and the auction price achieved by Princess Beatrice’s hat, there is something for everyone. Read on for a true royal tournament of the mind!
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Pomp and Ceremony





There is nothing to set the pulse racing like the pomp and ceremony that surrounds the British royal family. There are, of course, other royal families around the world but none of them have retained that sense of history, tradition and, let’s be honest about it, commitment to bling that the Windsors have managed to maintain. Who can fail to be awestruck by a royal home such as Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle? Or with royal treasures including everything from jewels the size of a child’s fist to masterworks from some of the greatest artists and craftsmen ever to tread this Earth? Not to mention the sheer theatricality of a royal occasion, replete with heart-stirring music and compelling (if sometimes baffling) protocols. In this section, then, you will find quizzes on royal abodes, treasures and works of art, along with further quizzes on royal fashion and regal protocol.
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Crowning Glories: Royal Treasures








When it comes to bling, there’s still no one to touch the royal family. From the Crown Jewels to the Royal Collection of art, how much do you know about their treasures and trinkets?


Answers, pages 148–49





1. The Crown Jewels are on public display in a specially designed jewel house at which London landmark?


2. Queen Mary’s Doll’s House, originally exhibited at the British Empire Exhibition during 1924–25 and seen by more than 1.5 million people, was designed by which noted architect?


3. A special miniature library of almost 600 volumes was created for the doll’s house, but which of the following authors declined to submit an original story?


A: George Bernard Shaw


B: Rudyard Kipling


C: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
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4. The Crown Jewels are made up of over 140 distinct items. The collection incorporates approximately how many precious stones?


A: 11,000


B: 17,000


C: 23,000


5. Arguably the most significant item in the Crown Jewels is St Edward’s Crown. For whose coronation was the crown made?




St Edward’s Crown is made of solid gold, inset with 440 gemstones and weighs 2.25kg (5lb) – truly, heavy is the head that wears the crown. The Queen hasn’t worn it since her coronation, opting instead for the lighter Imperial State Crown for official occasions, such as the State Opening of Parliament.
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6. George V and Queen Mary collected three magnificent ornamental eggs by which celebrated jeweller?
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7. George IV commissioned a painting of the Battle of Trafalgar that caused controversy on its completion in 1824 for its perceived historical inaccuracies. Who was the artist?


8. Who gave the Queen a wedding present of a piece of cotton lace that they had spun themselves?


9. Which historically important artefact, weighing around 152kg (335lb) and used during coronations, was relocated to Edinburgh Castle from Westminster Abbey after 700 years in London?


10. Only three individuals are permitted to touch St Edward’s Crown with ungloved hands. The Queen and the Crown Jeweller are two of them, but who is the third?


11. What is the name of the world-famous 105-carat diamond – once part of the legendary Mughal Peacock Throne and now set in the Queen Mother’s Crown – that reputedly brings bad luck to any man who wears it?


12. At the end of the English Civil War in the early 1660s, Oliver Cromwell’s government melted down the Crown Jewels of Charles I and used the metal to create a statue of Cromwell as Lord Protector. True or false?


13. The Royal Collection, the world’s largest private art collection, includes roughly how many paintings?


A: 2,500


B: 5,500


C: 17,500


14. The Royal Collection also includes an extraordinary collection of some 600 drawings, including virtually all the surviving anatomical drawings, of which Renaissance artist?


15. In 1972 the Queen was given what gift by the government of Cameroon?


A: a lion called Lenny


B: a rhino called Grumpy


C: an elephant called Jumbo


16. After Edward VIII abdicated and left Britain for Europe, he took some of the Crown Jewels with him. True or false?


17. What was the name of the man who led an audacious bid to steal the Crown Jewels in 1671?


18. In 2017, Mark Appleby was given which prestigious appointment?


19. The Crown Jewels include a sceptre adorned with the largest clear-cut diamond in the world at over 530 carats. By what name is the gem known?




Discovered in 1905 in the Transvaal Colony in South Africa, the diamond described in question 19 went unsold for two years before the Transvaal government purchased it and gifted it to Edward VII. To put off would-be robbers, a decoy stone was sent to England aboard a ship while the real diamond was delivered using the postal system.





20. In 2013, on a state visit to the Kingdom of Jordan, Prince Charles was presented with a ceramic figure of himself alongside which popular cartoon character?


A: Noddy


B: Postman Pat


C: Bob the Builder
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One’s Home is One’s Castle: Royal Homes








One thing members of the royal family don’t have to worry about is keeping a roof over their heads. How much can you recall about their many properties, spread throughout the kingdom.


Answers, pages 150–51





1. Hampton Court Palace was gifted to the English monarchy in the 16th century by which famous cardinal and Lord Chancellor?


2. During the First World War, George V saw to it that Buckingham Palace’s wine cellars were locked in the interests of setting a good example to the lower orders. True or false?


3. What is the name of the Queen’s official residence in Northern Ireland?


4. What flag flies above Buckingham Palace when the Queen is in residence?


5. Buckingham Palace was originally known as Buckingham House when it was constructed in the early 18th century. Which monarch purchased it from its owner, the Duke of Buckingham?




Buckingham House was built in 1703 to serve as a townhouse for the Duke of Buckingham. William Winde was responsible for the original design but it underwent a significant facelift after it came into royal ownership – most notably under the guidance of the architects


John Nash and, later, Edward Blore.


[image: ]





6. How did Michael Fagan shoot to infamy in 1982?


7. Which royal has leased the Mansion House at Bagshot Park, Surrey, from the Crown Estate since 1998?


A: Prince Edward


B: Prince Andrew


C: Zara Tindall (née Phillips)


8. How many rooms does Buckingham Palace contain?


A: 275


B: 575


C: 775


9. Who was the last monarch to have taken permanent residence in Scotland?


10. From which notable political and publishing family did the Duchy of Cornwall purchase the Highgrove estate in Gloucestershire in 1980?
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