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The single most important key to growing good roses is choosing the right rose in the first place. In this book I describe more than 350 reliable roses that possess special characteristics, have proven to be outstanding performers in my Ohio garden, and that are particularly useful for growing together with other plants. I have not written about any rose that I haven’t actually grown.


Many books about roses are written from a Californian or English perspective, and thus offer little practical help to gardeners who live where winters are tough and roses must be too. Hardy shrub and heritage roses form the backbone of my garden. I enjoy hybrid teas and floribundas too but plant them carefully so that I can enjoy them as more than annuals.


Rose growing is not a theoretical exercise. It is soil and fertilizer, sunlight and rain, and living plants. Sometimes the realities of rose growing get lost in arguments for or against organic gardening. Applying pesticides and other chemicals routinely is expensive as well as harmful to the environment, but relying on organic remedies for every serious rose problem is not realistic, especially if you grow many roses in close proximity, or if you want to grow exhibition-quality roses. Of course, I’m startled to think about how many hundreds of gallons of toxic chemicals I dispersed into the environment in my first 20 years of rose growing. I feel a lot better now that I no longer use chemicals indiscriminately, and I like to think that my roses do too. Over the years my thinking about pest and disease control for roses has evolved to organic when practical; chemicals only when absolutely necessary.


I have spent the past 30 years intimately involved with the genus Rosa, growing over 2,000 different cultivars, and moving from a sheltered suburban garden where space was at a premium to a country garden with unlimited space but many more cultural challenges. In welcoming hundreds of visitors to our garden each year, I have become familiar with the questions and misconceptions gardeners most often have about roses. Along with my recommendations of roses and how to use them effectively in the landscape, this book also offers my answers to these common questions and problems that everyone faces in growing roses. You will find other great ideas in the gardens of your rose-growing neighbors and in nearby arboreta, horticultural parks, and botanical gardens. Roses that thrive in these places should also do well for you. And any roses you spy there that appear unhappy despite regular care are ones that you can cross off your list.
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PART 1

THE VERSATILITY AND APPEAL OF ROSES



Roses and people go way back. Our brains are hardwired with know­ ledge of roses: when we see a rose, we instinctively proceed to take in its fragrance (even after generations of not-so-fragrant roses, this primitive response remains strong). A bouquet of roses says something that no bunch of mums, tulips, or any other kind of flower can. The rose is emblematic of love, several nations, and numerous political parties, and it plays a symbolic role in some religions. A rose garden in bloom is one of the most beautiful and peaceful things many people can imagine, some kind of paradise.
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The bold colors of the David Austin shrub rose ‘Benjamin Britten’ can create a powerful contrast in the garden.



CHAPTER 1
EVERYONE CAN GROW ROSES



The roses that you often have seen grown in beds by themselves were very likely hybrid tea roses. They look good grown this way, and it makes them easier to care for. Fortunately, there is no need to segregate the rest of the rose kingdom. Climbers, miniatures, old garden roses, and the many different kinds of shrub roses are made for growing among perennials, evergreens, and other plants. What other genus offers examples that can grow tidily in a pot on your deck, provide months of nonstop color in the perennial border, form an impenetrable hedge, or send a cascade of bloom down from the tree it has been trained to climb? For one gardening challenge after another, roses provide colorful, fragrant solutions.


DESPITE ALL THE POTENTIAL PLEASURES that they offer, roses have a reputation for being hard to grow. The people who do grow them successfully must be cranks, or obsessive, or maybe just very lucky.


Are roses really that difficult? No. If you can grow a marigold, you can grow a rose. Are roses trouble-free? No. But it’s not specialized or expert care they require, it’s simply regular attention. And just as mowing a lawn really isn’t hard work, caring for roses isn’t either. They require your attention for only a few hours each week during the growing season. The more time you spend with roses, the more enjoyable this time is likely to become. Roses repay a regimen of basic cultivation—water, food, mulch—with beautiful, plentiful blooms. But when you neglect a rose garden, watch how quickly it disintegrates into weeds, disease, and disorder. It doesn’t take a lot of work to keep a rose garden going, but it takes only one long vacation to bring it all to a stop.


Roses really do give a lot back, in the enjoyment from being connected with nature, in the satisfaction from having your work rewarded with a garden full of blooms, and in the pleasure from sharing these roses with others. As you add more roses to your garden, you may join the many gardeners who have become interested in using roses in floral arrangements, in exhibiting specimen blooms, in the historical connections offered by heritage roses, or in propagating roses.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT ROSE MATTERS A LOT



Every week, I meet someone who tells me, “I can’t grow roses.” From listening to their stories, I have learned that almost everyone really can grow roses. The problem is that they’ve chosen to try and grow the wrong roses for their garden. No gardener can make a rose perform beyond its genetic potential. If you garden in Vermont, a rose that thrives in California might not be worth all the extra effort required to coddle it through your winter. If you live in Louisiana, the heritage rose you admired on a trip to New York might sulk much more than bloom in your garden. There are almost 15,000 different roses in commerce today. Many of them will thrive in your garden; others will not. You can’t change your weather. What you can do is choose an appropriate rose in the first place.


Choosing the right rose at the start will save you a lot of effort and the potential for disappointment later. My best advice is: First, decide what is most important to you in a rose (color, height of plant, size and shape of bloom, suitability as a cut flower, masses of bloom in the garden, speed of repeat bloom, fragrance, disease resistance). Next, accept the fact that, unfortunately, you can’t have it all. While each of us may have a different idea of what the perfect rose would be, that rose does not yet exist.
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The modern gallica ‘James Mason’ grows like a weed and is smothered in bloom for a month each summer.


[image: images]


The compact growth of ‘Fair Bianca’ makes it a shrub rose suitable even for the smallest gardens.
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The hybrid tea ‘double delight’ was the first rose I ever planted. Its changing colors and powerful fragrance hooked me on roses.


Once you’ve settled on your priorities, patronize mail-order rose nurseries and locally owned garden centers whose proprietors will understand what you want and can provide advice based on your conditions and their experience. Beware of roses sold at a big box or discount store. The varieties there may simply reflect what a supplier grew far too many of this year, or printed up far too many posters for last year.


If you admire an award-winning rose, find out why the award was given. The award might mean that the rose did spectacularly well in one specific place, or that it has proven reliable almost everywhere. If you live in Monza, Italy, planting a rose that received a gold medal in Monza, Italy, is a good idea. If you live in Des Moines, it might not be. An All-America Rose Selection should be a reliable performer just about anywhere, but it may not be the very best rose for your neighborhood.


Decades ago, “patented” was a big selling point for new roses. Many nurseries still emphasize the fact that their roses are patented. The patent means only that someone has filled out a lot of paperwork and paid some fees to lawyers and the government, and of course that you and I cannot legally propagate the patented rose for sale. Some patented roses turn out to be disasters beyond the nursery greenhouses in which they were first admired; many unpatented roses have enjoyed outstanding garden careers.


Avoiding Slow-Death Syndrome


There are two kinds of rose failures—plants that die and plants that won’t. Roses that die are easy to deal with. You dig them up and start over—with another rose or some other kind of plant. Roses that are unhappy but alive can be more difficult. They require the same care as any other rose (indeed, more) as you try to coax them into better health, and yet they provide little satisfaction. Some roses, particularly climbers, may take several years to become well established in your garden. But they should improve each season, building in size and vigor and not sliding backwards, getting smaller, starting to disappear. If your space is limited, cut your losses and eliminate the poor performers.


Roses don’t change. There are many hundreds of roses that will perform brilliantly in your garden, but no amount of tender loving care can transform a rose that isn’t right for you. Unless you have unlimited space, funds, and time, it isn’t going to be worth the effort. Of course some roses may have more sentimental than garden value (your grandmother’s favorite rose, the variety you carried in your wedding bouquet, a rose that shares a name with someone special to you). Roses like these deserve a place in our gardens as well as in our hearts, and providing whatever extra care they need will be a labor of love.


Because a rose will live for 25 years or longer, researching your rose choices has a big upside. A rose that gets off to a quick start, resists disease, and winters well is a rose that will become a highlight in your landscape. Planting an unsuitable rose only leads to disappointment and ultimately wastes time.



A FEW WORDS ABOUT MY GARDEN



The first rose I ever planted was the raspberry-and-cream hybrid tea ‘Double Delight’, when it was introduced as an All-America Rose Selection in 1978. It joined a few other roses already growing in my small backyard in suburban Cleveland: the famous ‘Peace’, a red hybrid tea that I could never definitely identify, and a maroon once-blooming climbing rose that I later learned was ‘Dr Huey’ (an escaped rootstock). ‘Double Delight’ did fantastically well, offering much more fragrance than ‘Peace’ and growing with lots more vigor than the old red hybrid tea. Encouraged by this success, the next year I planted more roses. They did well too. The year after that I made a new rose bed, then I pulled out a barberry hedge and made a rose hedge, and before long I had about 500 roses and not very much lawn. Although I grew all types of roses, I did not mix any other kinds of plants in with them. Rose gardening seemed easy. I could walk around the whole garden in five minutes, the garden hose reached wherever I wanted it to go, and—in a garden sheltered by houses, garages, and the neighbor’s gigantic oak tree, as well as benefiting from the smudge pot effect of Lake Erie—I never had to worry too much about winter.


In those years I won a lot of trophies at rose shows and puzzled some established exhibitors by showing old garden roses and shrubs along with hybrid teas and floribundas. I imported roses from nurseries in Britain, Ireland, Germany, Belgium, France, and Switzerland. I was tempted to make more room for roses by creating a rooftop garden of potted roses on top of my garage, but I never actually went that far. If a rose didn’t perform well, I dug it up and gave it away. I changed about 15 percent of the rose garden each year. After about a dozen years I had done all I could do on a 40' × 150' lot.


The Search for More Space


My wife, Susan, and I decided to make a new garden together, and we chose northern Portage County as a place convenient for both work and family. Susan then drove the rural back roads, stopping wherever a house was being built to see what kind of soil had come out of the basement. We later learned that the government published detailed maps of soil types throughout our region, but the basement tests proved to be accurate too, as well as giving us insight into various neighborhoods and home-builders. Eventually we bought a section of an old farmstead that had been in hay for several years, and so started with a 5-acre blank slate. No trees, no buildings, no improvements, nothing but hay, groundhogs, and curious Holsteins staring at us from across the road. But we didn’t have to put in a lawn. We had hay, and I mowed it.


Our soil is Canfield B, a sandy loam. Sometimes we miss the clay we had in our previous gardens, because watering is now a challenge in times of drought. On the other hand, we never have to wait for the soil to dry out and never lose a rose to the rotted roots that can result from poor drainage. Our garden is in USDA Zone 5b and has seen temperature extremes since 1993 ranging from 101°F to–26°F. We typically enjoy a springtime with plenty of rain, although it is rare for the roses to go unchecked by a late freeze. There are usually a lot of lightning storms in April and May, which inject nitrogen into the soil. After the roses bloom in June, summers become hot and often dry. Autumn can last a pleasantly long time, with frosts slowing the rose display in late September but often not ending it until well into October. Two years we even enjoyed roses from our garden on the Thanksgiving table. The ground usually freezes in mid-December, and if we’re lucky the roses rest under a blanket of snow straight through until March.


Acres of Roses


Today we grow about 1,200 different roses spread over 8 acres. We’ve planted the roses that need the most care (the hybrid teas) closest to the house. We use soaker hoses to provide the hybrid teas with steady watering, and they receive regular meals of both organic and inorganic fertilizers. When necessary, we administer treatment for insects and disease. Our special care for hybrid teas continues into November, when we hill them up against winter. Some old garden roses grow a quarter mile away, and we don’t run hoses that far. Many of our roses receive only rainfall along with a handful of fertilizer once or twice each spring. Although well mulched, the heritage and shrub roses are not sprayed with any chemicals and host healthy populations of lady beetles, praying mantises, and toads. They receive no winter protection. With room to grow as many roses as I want, I do not cull roses that perform poorly. Visitors to our Open Garden days each June get to see the laggards, looking even worse when struggling next to a star performer but proving the importance of choosing one’s rose varieties with care.
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The striped hybrid perpetual ‘Vick’s Perpetual’ thrives without pesticides in my Ohio garden.
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CHAPTER 2
A ROSE FOR EVERY PURPOSE



The sheer number of roses available sometimes appears bewildering, and the categories into which they are classed seem to be little help in sorting them out. In addition to logical criteria such as appearance and how the rose actually grows, classification can depend on parentage, commercial considerations, or even the whim of a nurseryman. The often-byzantine requirements of rose show exhibitors play a disproportionate role in the assignment of rose classifications. Nevertheless, the following groups can be genuinely useful reference points when one is seeking a rose with a particular appearance or for a particular garden purpose.



SPECIES ROSES



In the species one sees roses as they grew before humans intervened. At home in the meadow or at the edge of a woodland, most species roses bloomed only once each year. Because their blooms were usually single-petaled, they were able to open easily even when growing in part shade. The hips they produced nourished birds, who planted rose seeds wherever they flew. Over time, insects spread pollen from one species to another, and thus natural hybrids appeared. Gardeners recognized, preserved, and propagated these hybrids long before they came to understand the process that created them, or embarked on anything like deliberate plant hybridization.


In nature, species roses are found only in the Northern Hemisphere. Breeders are often eager to incorporate species roses into their genetic pool to acquire more disease resistance or winter hardiness. Rosa rugosa provides the special toughness of a rose that grows on the windswept seacoasts of Manchuria, Korea, and Japan. The glossy leaves of R. Wichurana have helped to bring more disease resistance into modern roses. Other distinctive characteristics of species roses—the water tolerance of R. palustris, which grows happily in swamps, or the eye-catching silvery gray foliage of R. Glauca—have yet to be incorporated into the mainstream of modern roses.
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Rosa glauca is notable for its silvery grey foliage. Like many species roses, its blooms are followed by attractive hips.




DESCRIBING ROSE BLOOMS
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Single-petaled refers to blooms that have just one row of petals. In most cases this means five fully formed petals; the species Rosa sericea has only four. These are sometimes accompanied by small petaloids clustered at the base of the bloom. Single-petaled roses enjoy one day of perfect beauty. They typically close at sunset, and when they reopen the next morning will not appear as fresh.
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Semi-double refers to a rose that doesn’t have enough petals to form a bloom that appears three-dimensional when viewed from the side. Any rose with more than one row of petals but less than 20 petals in total is considered semi-double. Buds of semi-double roses open quickly to flat, usually very pretty blooms, often made more attractive by wavy petals or an impressive display of stamens. Stripes show up particularly effectively on semi-double roses.
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Double is used to refer to all rose blooms having 20 or more petals. Double roses can take one of various flower shapes, from the high-centered spiral of the hybrid tea to the cupped and quartered appearance of many heritage roses. Some old garden roses and david Austin introductions have as many as 200 petals.
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Very double is a term often used to describe roses with 60 or more petals. These usually take more than a day to open even in the heat of summer. They can be enjoyed in their bud stage for longer than other roses, even though their buds are often not as elegant as those with fewer petals. They may have difficulty opening properly during rainy or foggy weather, or when autumn nights grow cool.






MODERN ROSES



The 1867 introduction of ‘La France’, the putative first hybrid tea, is such a watershed in rose history that every rose in every classification that has arisen since then is considered a modern rose. And so modern roses include hybrid teas, grandifloras, floribundas, polyanthas, large-flowered climbers, minatures, mini-floras, and shrubs—all classes that did not exist before 1867. Nearly all modern roses repeat bloom, but some early polyanthas, large-flowered climbers, and shrubs do not. Modern roses do not have to look “modern.” Most of David Austin’s English Roses are bred with the many-petaled form usually associated with old garden roses but are nevertheless shrubs—modern roses.


The hybrid tea is the genesis of the modern roses, but also its curse. Rose breeders spent generations trying to make roses in every other class look more like hybrid teas. This made roses less rather than more interesting, and only recently have many of the other classes become fully liberated from a slavish adherence to the spiraled, high-centered form of a hybrid tea bloom. Miniatures and mini-floras remain captives to the idea that hybrid tea form is the one best form for rose blooms.


‘La France’ is very fragrant, as were many of the early hybrid teas. By the middle of the twentieth century, most new hybrid tea introductions were not particularly fragrant, and many of the floribundas of that era had no fragrance at all. It would be unfair to condemn modern roses as a group for lacking fragrance, but the effort over the past 40 years to breed fragrance back into modern roses—by hybridizers such as Austin and Harkness in England and Dorieux in France—is something welcomed by all rose lovers.




ROSE BREEDERS


Many rose nurseries are family firms, with breeders of the same surname working over a period of a century or more. Cocker, dickson, Guillot, Harkness, Kordes, McGredy, Meilland, Poulsen, and Tantau are all families whose rose breeding work has extended over two or more generations. Most rose breeding families stay in one place, but Sam McGredy IV, moved in mid-career from northern ireland to the north island of new Zealand, and robert Harkness has now relocated the family’s breeding operation from england to the south of France.


Principal breeders for the giant American firm of Jackson & Perkins, in chronological order, have been nicolas, Boerner, Morey, Warriner and Zary. Weeks roses have been bred by O.L. (Ollie) Weeks and now Tom Carruth.
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Hybrid Teas


Hybrid teas are the roses that everyone knows best and some gardeners like least. These are the roses found in the front windows of flower shops, on the covers of greeting cards, and in the 1960s. If you want to cut roses for long-stemmed bouquets, no other class will be as useful. In the garden, though, you may often see too much of the long stem and too little of the rose. Too many hybrid teas have a stiff growth habit, poor disease resistance, and inharmonious colors. A vast bed of hybrid teas is unlikely to improve your garden as a whole, but no one will ever be unhappy to receive a bouquet of them.


With careful selection of more recent varieties, it is possible to grow hybrid teas of compact growth and good health, while still harvesting armloads of cut flowers.


Many gardeners still refer to “tea” roses. Hybrid teas originated in the nineteenth century with crosses between the hybrid perpetual and the tea. True teas are winter-tender plants suitable only for conservatories, greenhouses, and regions of California and the South (see discussion of tea roses under Old Garden Roses, page 31).



Floribundas
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The ideal of the floribunda is a ready-made bouquet all on one stem. Plants are tidy, making perfect garden accents or impressive beds of the same or similar varieties. Some of the most charming varieties are single-petaled, or nearly so. While 20 to 30 informally arranged petals may be more common, other floribundas have clusters of blooms similar in form to smaller-scale hybrid teas. Anyone who has traveled in Europe and observed the vast rose beds along public highways might think that floribundas are primarily red; however, they do appear in every rose color. Floribundas disappoint when they have no fragrance—and too many lack scent—when they take too long between bloom cycles, and when old sprays hang on long enough to become a sodden mess after a big rain.


Grandifloras
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When the stalwart cyclamen pink ‘Queen Elizabeth’ won the All-America Rose Selection award in 1954, it was viewed as too tall to be a floribunda, but with blooms not quite substantial enough to be called a hybrid tea. And so the grandiflora classification was concocted. While American nurseries and the All-American Rose Selection organization have provided us with a regular supply of “grandifloras” since then, there is no need to learn anything about them. ‘Queen Elizabeth’ turned out to be a one-of-a-kind rose, and all of the other so-called grandifloras are deficient in one respect or another when set against the ‘Queen Elizabeth’ template.


Polyanthas
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Polyanthas are the ancestors of the floribundas, and some of them are more suited to museums than to contemporary gardens. ‘The Fairy’, the most widely grown rose in the world today, is a polyantha. Unfortunately, it comes in only one color, soft pink. (Various other polyanthas with “Fairy” in their name will not duplicate the stellar performance of ‘The Fairy’). Many of the other most widely-grown polyanthas have serious defects including ugly, ranunculus-like blooms that never properly open as well as weak, spindly growth.


The ideal polyantha will produce humongous clusters of dainty blooms. ‘The Fairy’ does this on a nearly continuous basis throughout the summer. Others of its era may take a long time before displaying a second crop of blooms. Ignore the Dutch-raised polyanthas such as the Koster series, which were bred for forcing in pots under greenhouse conditions. For garden value, it is worth searching out some of the more-neglected polyanthas introduced in England and France in the early years of the twentieth century. The best of these are just like small-scale old garden roses (see pages 28–34), and can make charming edgers for beds of old garden roses. A few recent polyantha introductions, bred by Harkness in England and Jerabek in the united States, are superb garden roses.


Shrub Roses


As recently as a generation ago, “shrub” was a catch-all class for roses that didn’t fit neatly into any other category. Oddballs, misfits, and one-of-a-kind roses all found a home under the shrub banner. Hybrid rugosas and hybrid musks were distinctive enough to become recognized subclasses within the shrub group. Today “shrub” incorporates most of the name-branded roses. Of course there are also noteworthy recent shrub roses that are not part of a corporate brand. When I hear “shrub rose,” I think healthy and tough, and if the rose does not have both of those qualities I am disappointed. Here is a summary of some of the most popular name-branded and other shrub roses.


DAVID AUSTIN’S ENGLISH ROSES
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These roses promise the fragrance and voluptuous full-petaled charm of antique roses combined with the repeat bloom of the modern ones. More recent introductions also have improved disease resistance and include colors that would have been unknown a century ago. This group is so large and diverse that David Austin has divided it into four subgroups: Old Rose hybrids, English Musk hybrids, English Alba hybrids, and the Leander group.


FLOWER CARPET ROSES
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Bred by Noack of Germany, the Flower Carpet roses boast superior disease resistance and winter hardiness. Most are ground-hugging, although a few have a more upright floribunda habit. ‘Appleblossom Flower Carpet’ is a paler pink mutation of the original ‘Flower Carpet’, but none of the others are directly related to one another, and the gardener who expects different colors of the same plant will be disappointed.


GÉNÉROSA ROSES
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Introduced by the Guillot nursery, these are a French version of the English Roses. All have superior fragrance, some have excellent health. A few are not as vigorous or winter hardy as they should be.


KNOCK OUT ROSES


Bred by William Radler in Wisconsin, the Knock Out roses promise easy, floriferous growth on disease-resistant, winter-hardy plants. While the individual blooms are not elegant, the impact of such healthy roses in the landscape can be invaluable. The Knock Out roses are a triumph of marketing as well as rose breeding, and it is unlikely that they would have claimed so much territory in garden centers under their original name of “Razzleberry” roses.
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A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME WOULD PROBABLY SELL BETTER


Stupid names are another failing of polyanthas—although they’re not the plants’ fault. Naming a series of polyanthas after the Seven dwarfs may have been clever marketing, but having one polyantha named ‘dopey’ isn’t. A British nursery recently repeated this mistake with a series of 12 roses named for signs of the zodiac. Consumers did not flock to a rose called ‘Cancer’, and even when its name was changed to ‘The Crab’, sales did not improve.






MEIDILAND ROSES
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From Meilland of France, these roses are plants of various habits bearing great panicles of blooms, usually single-petaled or semi-double. All are designed for landscaping and look best when groups of the same variety are planted together. Most Meidilands provide bloom over a long period. Colors range from soothing to harsh.


OSO EASY ROSES


These are landscaping roses promoted for their disease resistance, all produced on their own roots. Most have attractive single or semi-double blooms and grow into low mounding shrubs. Because they represent the work of several different breeders, the Oso Easy roses may not share a kinship beyond the Oso Easy banner.


SIMPLICITY
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From Jackson & Perkins of the united States, this is one of the oldest name-brand groups but also one of the least populated. All of the Simplicity roses display single-or few-petaled roses on a plant that is advertised as a hedge rose but will also incorporate easily into a perennial bed or other combination gardening scheme.



RUGOSAS
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The healthy, wrinkled leaves that give this class its name are little changed from the species roses native to Hokkaido, Manchuria, and Korea. Hybridization has admitted many new colors into the rugosa family, which originally included only the white, pink, and purplish reds of the species rugosas. This group is beginning to see some real diversity in habit as well, with rugosas that work well as bedding plants or as ground covers. Among the toughest of all roses, rugosas are not for fussy gardeners—rugosas dislike being pruned and are allergic to some chemical fungicides. Spray a rugosa and it may drop its leaves.


HYBRID MUSKS
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No direct relation to the Musk Rose of Shakespeare, hybrid musks are shrubby plants characterized by gentle colors and healthy but nonaggressive growth. With large clusters of often-small blooms, they can look more at home with other garden plants than in a grouping of larger-flowered roses. They are among the best roses for incorporating into a mixed border. The majority of hybrid musks were bred by the Rev. Joseph Pemberton, an Englishman, at the beginning of the twentieth century and Louis Lens, a Belgian, at the century’s end. Not all of the Pemberton creations are winter-hardy; his yellow and pastel orange shades are particularly tender.




EARTH-KIND ROSES


Roses receive the earth-Kind designation if Texas A&M University determines that they will thrive with minimum, basic care. Not all earth-Kind roses are shrubs, and because the initial evaluation did not consider winter hardiness, many are not appropriate choices for northern gardeners. Texas A&M has recently announced plans to more thoroughly investigate the winter hardiness of future designees.
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Climbers


Climbing roses come in all degrees of vigor, and the severity of your winters will have a huge effect on the success of climbing roses in your garden. A rose that topples pergolas in California might struggle to give an impersonation of a floribunda in Minnesota. Today’s climbing roses are technically called “Large-flowered Climbers.” The characteristic that differentiates them from the older climbers known as ramblers (see page 32) is not so much the size of their bloom (which varies greatly) but the fact that they are expected to offer this bloom repeatedly throughout the summer.


Roses lack tendrils or other natural means of attachment. Because they are not true climbers, they rely on the gardener for support.


KORDESIIS


Originally bred in Germany and later improved in Canada, the kordesiis are the most reliable repeat-blooming climbers for cold-winter gardeners. Most appear in vivid colors—there are few pastels or blends—on sturdy, sometimes stiff-growing plants. Foliage is typically glossy and disease-resistant. The one consistent fault of the kordesiis is their lack of fragrance.


Miniatures


There are two kinds of miniature roses. The first is a resilient little plant sold in garden centers and by reputable mail-order nurseries. Its blooms may resemble tiny hybrid teas, or it may produce a big mass of little blooms similar to a small-scale floribunda. Thanks to California rose breeder Ralph Moore, there are miniatures with striped blooms and mossed buds. While I have observed miniature roses put to interesting use in Tiny Town gardens featuring gnome dwellings and Lionel trains, many are reliable enough to fulfill important roles in the full-size landscape of normal gardens.


The second kind of miniature rose is sold in supermarkets and discount stores and often treated by consumers as a houseplant. It is bred to produce one spectacular burst of bloom before dying of exhaustion. While there have been exceptions, these miniatures rarely thrive outdoors. No rose is happy as a house-plant, but since these “throwaway” (as they are called in the trade) miniatures aren’t happy in the garden either, the best way to enjoy them might be in passing at the supermarket.


CLIMBING MINIATURES


The best climbing miniatures are not the often-sprawly climbing mutations of well-known miniature varieties, but purpose-bred plants featuring petite blooms on tall plants. Many have a perfect pillar habit, others are more bushy. All should provide nearly continuous bloom and excellent health. Exemplified by the creations of British breeder Chris Warner, today’s climbing miniatures make excellent garden plants wherever height is desired but a full-size climbing rose would be too large.
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MINI-FLORAS


The mini-flora classification was invented to assuage the complaints of rose show exhibitors and judges who felt that miniature roses were becoming too large. At some rose shows, the miniature “Queen of Show” was approaching the size of a floribunda. And thus many of the oversized miniatures were reclassified as mini-floras, and many new roses in this niche size are being bred and introduced. While few mini-floras are readily available outside of specialized channels, the best among them can be counted on for a dependable supply of cuttable blooms of the size a Victorian gentleman might put in his buttonhole, but often in startling modern colors. The enthusiastic exhibitors who fuss over mini-floras are happy to coddle them; if you aren’t you may discover too many of them to be winter-tender, prone to disease, or reluctant to offer too many blooms at once.
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OLD GARDEN ROSES



Old garden roses include all roses in any of the classes that existed before the introduction of the first hybrid tea (‘La France’) in 1867. Some gardeners decide that they don’t want anything to do with old garden roses because 1) they make gigantic plants that take up too much garden space and 2) they do not repeat bloom. Beyond this, many have long French names that are difficult to pronounce.


The names of these roses provide a living connection with history, and it can be fun to rent a French costume drama from Netflix and see how many albas and gallicas are walking around in human form (this helps with pronunciation too). Visit France and you will see that the same historical figures who were commemorated with roses also have streets and Metro stops named in their honor.


As for the principal charges against old garden roses, a few thoughts. Yes, many are gigantic plants. But just as many aren’t. As with any other kind of rose, choosing carefully from the thousands of possibilities will result in the rose that is right for your garden. Members of the four original European classes of roses (alba, centifolia, damask, gallica) do indeed bloom only once each summer. This bloom is typically long and will usually include more flowers than almost any repeat-blooming rose will produce over a longer period of time in the same summer. Gardeners in my zone who insist on growing only repeat-blooming plants may limit themselves to floribundas, potentillas, and water lilies. I don’t want to be so limited, and I find a once-blooming old garden rose every bit as important in my garden as a dogwood, a lilac, a rhododendron, or any other plant that blooms once each year.


Most old garden roses available today are fragrant. This does not prove that most roses of yesteryear were fragrant, compared to the many bred today that are not. It does mean that fragrant roses are more likely to be cherished and passed down from one generation to the next.



Albas



With distinctive blue-green foliage and flower colors that extend only from white through medium pink, albas are the class of old garden roses that are most easy to identify at a glance. Most albas mature into graceful tall shrubs that benefit from having twiggy interior growth removed. Their blooms are elegant but rarely large. Like apples and several other fruits, albas require chilling hours to perform well and won’t be happy in climates without a real winter.
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Centifolias


These are the hundred-petaled roses, more or less, forming a small but diverse class. Some centifolia bushes are large and sprawly, others are petite to the point of being proto-miniatures. Blooms can be shades of white through purplish pink to the bright cerise color that in the eighteenth-century rose world would have passed for red. Centifolias are also known as cabbage roses because of the way their petals fold over rather than for their size.
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Damasks


The catalyst for the growth of the perfume industry in medieval Persia, the damask rose remains an important cash crop in modern-day Iran, Bulgaria, and Turkey. Most damasks appear in various shades of pink, and it would take a rose breeder at least two generations to breed the fragrance out of them. Damasks offer the largest flowers of the original European old garden roses. They are also among the toughest of all roses and don’t mind being pruned after their one long annual display of bloom.
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Gallicas


Purple roses. Striped roses. Almost-gray and kind-of-brown roses. They’re all here, and usually on a plant that wants to spread into a thicket. Gallicas are notorious for sending up suckers from their roots, often feet or yards away from the original plant. In some situations this is useful (let’s say you want a hedge), in others it can be a nuisance. You can control the tendency to sucker for a while by buying gallicas as budded rather than own-root plants. Eventually though, these too will sucker. Gallica blooms are rarely large, and the plants can be kept young by removing worn out canes every three or four years.
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Moss Roses


Today moss roses are seen as emblematic of the Victorian age. In their day, however, moss roses were a fad, as gardeners and nurserymen sought mutations that displayed ever-greater degrees of moss (tiny pine-scented bristles) on rose stems and buds. Most moss roses were mutations of centifolias. The repeat-blooming ones were mutations of Portlands (see page 32). When a rose is selected for a bizarre characteristic it’s not surprising that other virtues, such as good health or pleasing habit, may be absent. Moss roses are not the healthiest or easiest roses to grow, but they remain popular for the unique characteristic that gives them their name.
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REMARKABLE MOSS ROSES


Rose moss offers attraction to three senses. First, the tiny red-green bristles on the sepals and peduncles of roses are a surprising treat for the eye. (in once-blooming mosses, the moss will usually be entirely green and often more abundant.) This glandular growth is particularly evident and attractive as a rose bud begins to unfurl; a fully open bloom obscures it all. Second, it feels good to the touch—soft and supple as fingers ripple over it. Third, it releases the fragrance of pine resin as you touch it. This surprising fragrance is completely separate from the fragrance of the rose bloom. The most dramatic example of moss appears on the sepals of ‘Crested Moss’, which despite its name and its moss, is technically a centifolia rose.






Chinas



Much is still mystery about the early China roses. Were they the creations of some ancient hybridizers, or spontaneous mutations that were recognized and preserved by observant Chinese gardeners? Whatever their origin, the repeat-blooming China roses revolutionized the rose world and live on in the genes of all of the repeat-blooming roses we grow today. You can grow these China roses with no trouble at all if you live in USDA Zone 7 or higher. A few, which I will describe later in this book, are winter-hardy farther north. Most Chinas put more effort into speedy bloom than elegant petal formation. They appear in all shades of pink, red, and purple, and also bequeathed us the color-changing characteristics found in such modern roses as ‘Double Delight’.


Teas


In the elegant, nodding buds of the tea rose we find the genesis of the spiraled rose bud form that is still so prized today in the hybrid teas and in miniatures. Tea roses are really happy only where it is really warm. Northerners can grow them in conservatories, greenhouses, or in pots, but this is an effort repaid only to those with a deep appreciation of the tea’s historical importance. Because of their spindly stems, weak necks, and papery blooms, authentic tea roses might disappoint the millions who still call the long-stemmed roses that come from the florist “tea” roses.


[image: images]


Noisettes


The first truly American class of roses, Noisettes were first developed in South Carolina in the early nineteenth century. These were the first repeat-blooming climbing roses, but most of them were never hardy enough to thrive in northern climates. Rose breeders used them a lot, but the result was improvement in other classes rather than hardiness in the Noisettes. By the end of their run many Noisettes were easy to confuse with teas. ‘Manettii’, a putative Noisette, is still used as a rose rootstock by nurseries in Mediterranean climates.



Ramblers



“My climber doesn’t climb” is a frequent lament of the modern rosarian, especially those in climates with severe winters. It is certainly true that while climbers have been created with larger flowers, appearing more often and in every possible color, much vigor has been left behind. All of that vigor can be found in ramblers, many of which are strong enough to topple a garden arch or disappear up an apple tree. Ramblers typically produce huge sprays of relatively small blooms. They are the last roses to bloom each year, and often they are at their most glorious when hybrid teas and other modern roses are at rest following their first flush of bloom. Some ramblers are plagued by mildew, and almost all can be painful to prune. A few, such as the purple ‘Veilchenblau’, are mercifully free of thorns.


Heralded as a revolutionary way to use roses when first introduced in the 1980s, groundcover roses are nothing new at all. Peg the canes of a nineteenth-century rambler to the ground and voila! You’ve got yourself a groundcover rose.
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Portland


Also called autumn damasks, the agreeable Portlands are compact, flower-filled bushes. Sometimes there is so much foliage that the blooms almost disappear into it, even when there are a lot of flowers. The bushy plants almost always make the most of any situation and are a reliable choice for herb gardens, borders, and even beds of one variety. Whenever you want an old garden rose that won’t grow out of control, a Portland is a reliable choice. The Portlands represented a big step toward modernity in roses and were among the first to benefit from nineteenth-century nurserymen’s understanding of how hybridization works. But breeders soon turned their attention to hybrid perpetuals and teas, and the maximum potential of the Portland was left unrealized. Had Portlands been extensively hybridized we might have enjoyed plants very much like David Austin’s English Roses generations earlier.



Bourbons



Among the most fragrant of all roses, Bourbons produce voluptuous blooms on plants that can grow tall and lanky. The original Bourbon appeared as a natural hybrid on the Isle de Bourbon (now called Réunion) in the Indian Ocean, a spot on the globe where the repeat-blooming roses of China intersected with the old European roses that had been imported by French settlers. Bourbons can be enjoyed in northern gardens but require extra winter protection. For their impressively large blooms and mind-blowing fragrance, they are worth the extra care they demand.
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Hybrid Perpetuals



Perpetual is an optimistic translation of the French word “remontant,” which is used for plants that bloom again. It does not mean that they bloom all of the time, and many hybrid perpetuals don’t. Some of the early hybrid perpetuals don’t offer repeat bloom at all in my northern climate, and their informal, even scraggly, blooms may not be as immediately appealing to the eye as they are to the nose. In the later hybrid perpetuals one finds all of the strengths and shortcomings of the modern roses: huge blooms, long stems, and perfectly symmetrical flower form on plants that are subject to disease and look ugly when they’re not in bloom. Hybrid perpetuals were bred for their blooms, and the plants on which they arrive may be gangly sprawlers or pathetic weaklings. Nineteenth-century gardeners often grew their hybrid perpetuals in cutting gardens hidden away from view. All hybrid perpetuals benefit from generous feeding. Whether you hide them away from general view is up to you. At their best, their flowers can be some of the most stunning roses you can grow.
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A FINAL WORD ON ROSE CLASSES



Rose classification is subjective. Many roses could be easily slotted into a different class, and the classes often serve history and rose exhibitors more than logic or genetics. Nevertheless, learning about the various classes can provide an excellent, shorthand introduction to any rose you encounter. Floribunda? Big sprays of bloom. Polyantha? Bigger sprays of smaller blooms. Bourbon? Wonderful fragrance. Noisette? Not winter hardy for me.



CHOOSING ROSES FOR YOUR GARDEN



Now that you’ve had an overview of the different classes of roses, you’re ready to dive into the next section of the book: the individual rose profiles. I’ve organized these profiles not by class, but by garden use, such as, roses for bedding and roses for growing in harmony with other plants. Following the name of the rose, you’ll find a quick listing of important facts about the rose: its class, its breeder (where known) with its country and date of introduction, bloom color, bloom size, degree of repeat bloom, height, and winter hardiness. For a few roses whose origins are obscure, I’ve indicated the country from which they came (France, China, and so on). I’ve chosen to recommend each of these roses because they’ve done so well for me. In the descriptions that follow, I highlight the specific advantages offered by each rose—the characteristics that make it different and better than other roses. I hope that within these portraits you will find the roses that are right for you.




A NOTE ABOUT ROSE HEIGHT AND BLOOM SIZE


Throughout the rose descriptions, I report the dimensions that roses typically reach in my Ohio garden. Roses grown in locations with longer growing seasons should get taller; those in areas with tougher winters may well be shorter. Use heights only as relative guide. A rose that grows 8 feet for me might not for you, but in your garden it should still be taller than a rose that grows 5 feet for me.


Bloom size can also vary, but this is more dependent on season than on climate. In summer’s heat, repeat–blooming roses usually produce flowers that are slightly smaller. Autumn blooms can be the largest of the year.
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ROSES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES
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Attractive Hips


Don’t remove spent blooms from these plants, and you will be rewarded with an increasingly colorful display of hips throughout the summer, persisting well into fall.


‘Alba Semi-plena’


‘Bourgogne’


‘Cardinal Hume’


‘Centenaire de Lourdes’


‘Cibles’


‘Corylus’


‘Hansa’


‘Henry Hudson’


‘Louis’ Rambler’


‘Peter John’


‘Pleine de Gràce’


Rosa arkansana


R. glauca


R. pomifera


R. pendulina


R. roxburghii normalis


R. virginiana


‘Rosalita’


‘Scabrosa’ (photo at left)


‘Scharlachglut’


‘Thérèse Bugnet’


‘Veilchenblau’


‘Windrush’


Ground Covers


No rose is a true ground cover, but these varieties provide solutions for banks, terraces, and hard-to-reach areas.


‘Blushing Lucy’


‘Chevy Chase’


‘Flower Carpet’


‘Lady Elsie May’


‘Maria Liesa’ (photo at left)


‘Palmengarten Frankfurt’


‘Red Ribbons’


‘Sommermorgen’


‘Sweet Chariot’


‘Veilchenblau’


Few or No Thorns


A joy to work with, these roses are perfect for flower arrangers, children’s gardens, or anyone who hasn’t had a tetanus shot.


‘Fantin-Latour’


‘Heritage’


‘Lemon Blush’


‘Mme Alfred Carrière’


‘Maman Turbat’


‘Maria Liesa’ (photo at left)


‘Marie-Jeanne’


Rosa pendulina


‘Rosalita’


‘Schoener’s Nutkana’


‘Smooth Velvet’


‘Sommermorgen’


‘Veilchenblau’


‘Zéphirine Drouhin’


Flower in More than Half Shade


Almost any rose will grow in the shade, but few will flower successfully. Here are a few happy exceptions, all content with just three or four hours of sunlight a day.


‘Belinda’


‘Black Jade’


‘Flower Carpet’


‘Moonlight’


‘Phyllis Bide’


‘Queen Mother’


‘Rainbow Knock Out’


R. arkansana


R. glauca


R. pendulina


R. virginiana


‘Souvenir du docteur Jamain’


‘Veilchenblau’


Extraordinary Fragrance


Whether encountered in the garden or as cut flowers indoors, these roses provide a fragrance that will persist in your memory.


‘Aloha’


‘Auguste Renoir’


‘Compassion’


‘Dr. John Dickman’


‘Double Delight’


‘Electron’


‘English Miss’


‘Evelyn’


‘Heritage’


‘Ispahan’


‘L’Aimant’


‘Mme Isaac Péreire’


‘Margaret Merril’


‘Mister Lincoln’


‘Oklahoma’


‘Old Port’


‘Paul Shirville’


‘Perle von Weissenstein’


‘Rose de Rescht’


‘Sheila’s Perfume’


‘Sonia Rykiel’


‘Souvenir de la Malmaison’


‘Souvenir du Docteur Jamain’


‘Spirit of Freedom’


‘Sutter’s Gold’


‘Sweet Chariot’


‘The McCartney Rose’


‘Urdh’ (photo at right)


‘Variegata di Bologna’


‘Vick’s Caprice’


‘Violette Parfumée’


‘Yolande d’Aragon’
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Roses to Amaze Your Friends and Neighbors


Many roses are perfect for blending into a landscaping scheme, providing color and fragrance without overshadowing their companions. Not these—these are the roses that shout “Look at me.”


‘Aschermittwoch’ (ghostly gray blooms)


‘Crested Moss’ (exaggerated moss)


‘distant drums’ (curious color combination; photo above)


‘Goldelse’ (perfectly spherical habit)


‘Oranges ‘n’ Lemons’ (amazing stripes)


‘Pink Surprise’ (exuberant bloom)


‘Priscilla Burton’ (bizarre “hand-painted” markings etched on its petals)


Rosa roxburghii (hips that look like chestnuts)


Rosa sericea pteracantha (extraordinary thorns)


‘Rose Gaujard’ (huge blooms; photo at right)


‘Si’ (tiny blooms)


‘Silver Moon’ (a rose that can cover a barn)


‘Smooth Velvet’ (completely thornless)


‘The Mayflower’ (remains completely healthy even when neighboring roses are diseased)


‘Urdh’ (whoever thought something named ‘Urdh’ could smell so good? photo at right)
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Disease-resistant and winter hardy, ‘Flower Carpet’ is a completely trouble-free edging rose.



PART 2

ROSES IN THE GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE



Here in Ohio the rose parade begins in the middle of May, when the first species roses appear. The hybrid rugosas soon follow, and by early June every day brings more roses into bloom. Many ramblers do not flower until July, and by the time they finish, hybrid teas and miniatures are coming into their second cycle of bloom. Roses are the hardest-working plants in my garden, providing five months of color and fragrance, blooms to cut for bouquets, and ground- covering, lamppost-circling, tree-climbing structure.
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One of the toughest roses ever bred, ‘Thérèse Bugnet’ can spread over a large area.



CHAPTER 3
ROSES THAT CAN STAND ALONE



Some roses are substantial enough to stand on their own as a highlight in a mixed border, a stunning backdrop for a garden bench, or even in the middle of a stretch of lawn, in the same way you would use a small ornamental tree. Designers call these specimen plants, and while that sounds a bit clinical, it describes a plant whose appeal is not dependent on anything other than its own qualities. A specimen rose will bloom heavily, enjoy good health, and have a predictable habit.
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The compact climber ‘Rosarium Uetersen’ can also be grown as a free-standing shrub.
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The exuberant ‘Colette’ is the best of Meilland’s Romantica roses.


ROSES INTENDED as accents rather than specimens serve a different role and don’t need to be outstanding in all regards. They accentuate other plants or a garden feature, and many roses can be desirable accent plants. But with specimen plants, more than anywhere else in the home garden, it is crucial to choose the right rose, because an inappropriate rose will be an unmistakable failure when displayed in such a prominent position.


Most of the roses I describe in this chapter are repeat-blooming shrubs. Species hybrids can also make great specimens, and they usually offer the added value of ornamental hips that form throughout the summer and ripen in the fall. In northern gardens, hybrid teas and floribundas will not grow large enough to serve well as specimen plants.
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The stalwart ‘Captain Samuel Holland’ benefits from vigorous pruning.



CHOOSING A SITE



Specimen roses are often sited where they can be enjoyed from a favorite window. When doing this, consider the rose’s appearance throughout the seasons. In cold climates, few roses will keep their leaves over winter, even when planted close to a house. Some roses add structure to the garden even when they are leafless; others resemble dead sticks. Also consider rose hips and rose height when siting a specimen rose. A rose producing hips that prove attractive to birds can be a particular asset in the winter landscape. A large rose that produces all of its blooms at the top of the plant should not be planted too close to a window, unless the window is on the second floor.
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The chestnut-like hips of R. roxburghii normalis provide garden interest long after the blooms are gone.


Lawn Roses


A few truly remarkable roses can be liberated from the rose bed, the mixed border, or foundation plantings and set by themselves in the middle of a lawn. When choosing a rose to feature in a lawn, it is important to gauge its ultimate size. Unlike trees, which usually grow straight up, many shrub roses will grow as wide as they are tall. Very thorny varieties may not be a good idea for lawns where children will be playing.


Roses are particularly vulnerable to herbicide damage. If you plant a specimen rose in a lawn, you should never spray liquid weedkillers in that vicinity. Even granular weedkillers should be used with great care. Make sure that your spreader device does not over-distribute the product. Check that runoff from rainfall or lawn watering will not carry the poison toward the rose. Chemical pre-emergent weed-preventing products are generally safe for use around roses, when used as directed. Corn gluten meal is an even safer alternative.


Roses in Wild Settings


Beyond the mowed lawn and the manicured border, larger properties may offer wild areas where specimen roses can truly shine. Here well-chosen roses can add mounds of solid color in a patchwork wildflower meadow, or provide continuing color in an orchard months after apple blossoms have fallen.


Roses as Hedges


Roses that grow large make great hedges. Using one variety will create a more formal effect, while mixing varieties can create a kaleidoscope of color. These won’t exactly serve as living fences, because rabbits and smaller animals will always be able to find their way through. But a rose hedge that grows to 8 feet will keep out deer, so long as they can be prevented from eating it long enough for it to reach that height.
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ROSES FOR HEDGING


Whether used along a property line or to divide areas of the garden into separate rooms, these roses will make a dense and colorful barrier.


LOW–MEDIUM
‘Linda Campbell’ (page 54)
‘Petite de Hollande’ (page 104)
‘Rosa Mundi’ (page 109)
‘St. John’s Rose’ (page 111)
‘Scabrosa’ (page 113)
‘Simon Robinson’ (page 168)
‘The Countryman’ (page 119)
‘Turbo’ (page 121)
‘white Roadrunner’ (page 122)
‘wildeve’ (page 122)
‘Yesterday’ (page 123)


TALL
‘Antike 89' (page 177)
‘Cibles’ (page 47)
‘Hansa’ (page 91)
‘Laura Ford’ (page 183)
‘Lemon Blush’ (page 54)
‘Perle von Weissenstein’ (page 104)
‘Pink Surprise’ (page 56)
‘Pleine de Grâce’ (page 106)
‘Thérèse Bugnet’ (page 121)






A SHROPSHIRE LAD



CLASS: Shrub


BLOOM COLOR: Peach


BLOOM SIZE: 5"


INTRODUCED: Austin, England, 1996


REPEAT BLOOM: Monthly


HEIGHT: 7'


HARDINESS: Zones 5–9


Peachy-pink blooms, containing more than 90 petals arranged into a beautiful rosette that reveals itself as the plump buds open into wide, flat blooms. The color fades slightly even as the blooms hold their shape. The blooms are more weatherproof than most roses with this many petals. Rainfall will not ruin the display.


This strong-growing shrub can make an impressively large plant. Fortunately, it is more winter hardy than earlier David Austin roses of this color. Its height and upright growth make it an excellent choice as a hedge, or to wall off summer garden rooms. Plant as close as 18" apart for quick results as a hedge or wall.


By summer-pruning some canes (reducing them by one-third or more when removing spent blooms) you can ensure new blooms up and down the height of the plant. Left on its own, ‘A shropshire Lad’ may eventually appear top-heavy with bloom.
RIGHT PLACE Boundary hedge; garden room wall


ALBA SEMI-PLENA


CLASS: Alba


BLOOM COLOR: White


BLOOM SIZE: 3½"


INTRODUCED: Europe, ancient


REPEAT BLOOM: None


HEIGHT: 7'


HARDINESS: Zones 4–7


A big, woody 7' plant whose cheerful semi-double blooms appear before most other roses are showing any color, a welcome hint of what is to come in the rose garden. The buds of ‘Alba semi-plena’ are especially pretty against its large blue-green leaves. They open into loose, white blooms, which attractively frame the bright golden stamens. This is the only alba to make an impressive show of rose hips. The plant has strong bones and is an asset in every season. The canes of ‘Alba semi-plena’ will grow gnarly and less productive after just a few years. These should be removed (a pruning saw may be necessary) to encourage new and more vigorous growth.


Although sold as a more compact version of ‘Alba semi-plena’, the alba ‘sappho’ grows almost as tall for me, without blooming as much.
RIGHT PLACE Impressive hips; year-round interest
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BOURGOGNE


CLASS: Hybrid Pendulina


BLOOM COLOR: Pink with white


BLOOM SIZE: 2"


INTRODUCED: Ilsink, The Netherlands, 1983


REPEAT BLOOM: None


HEIGHT: 8'


HARDINESS: Zones 4–9


“Rose is a rose is a rose.” except, perhaps, when it’s grown for its hips. A hybrid from Rosa pendulina, ‘Bourgogne’ is covered in pretty little single-petaled flowers early in the season, medium pink with an indistinct creamy center. The real show comes later in the year, as ‘Bourgogne’ develops impressive bottle-shaped hips. These go through a stoplight progression of pigments, beginning a shiny green and gradually changing to yellow and orange before displaying a brilliant lacquered red color that persists into the winter. An 8' shrub covered in these amazing hips is a highlight of the autumn landscape. Branches with ripe hips will last well indoors when cut.


‘Bourgogne’ grows strongly. When it sprawls, a pair of lopping pruners can bring it back into bounds. It is quite winter hardy; the shrub will remain younger looking if you selectively remove canes as they reach several inches in diameter. Be sure to wait until late autumn to do this, otherwise you’ll lose some of the show. You may notice seedlings popping up all around ‘Bourgogne’. Few if any of these will be as praiseworthy as their parent, in either bloom or hip. To avoid confusion it may be best to destroy them.


When planting this rose, think of where you would like red hips in autumn rather than pink blooms in early summer. While ‘Bourgogne’ looks completely at home in a wild setting and will thrive without any care at all, you may want to plant it where you can easily observe the birds it will attract.
RIGHT PLACE Hips create autumn interest and attract birds.
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CAPTAIN SAMUEL HOLLAND


CLASS: Shrub


BLOOM COLOR: Red


BLOOM SIZE: 3½"


INTRODUCED: Ogilvie, Canada, 1992


REPEAT BLOOM: Reliable


HEIGHT: 5' × 6' wide


HARDINESS: Zones 4–9


Cheerful cherry red blooms emerge from pretty spiraled buds. This big shrub grows wider than tall, and its lime green foliage can make an interesting contrast to the usual deeper shades of green rose foliage. ‘Captain samuel Holland’ is valuable as a specimen plant or as a constantly blooming member of a long rose border or hedge. ‘Captain samuel Holland’ makes a better cut flower than most of the Canadian explorer roses. It performs best when pruned severely in the spring.
RIGHT PLACE Specimen; border or hedge; good cut flower
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CIBLES


CLASS: Hybrid rugosa


BLOOM COLOR: Magenta


BLOOM SIZE: 2½"


INTRODUCED: Kauffman, Germany, 1893


REPEAT BLOOM: Reliable


HEIGHT: 9'


HARDINESS: Zones 4b–9


Having the most elegant growth habit of the hybrid rugosas, ‘Cibles’ makes a graceful vase-shaped shrub reaching 9'. It is draped in huge sprays of single-petaled, magenta-red blooms in June, enhanced on opening day by brilliant gold stamens. ‘Cibles’ offers scattered repeat bloom throughout the rest of the rose season and bears small, round, bright red hips in the autumn. This shrub’s perfect habit and its interesting locustlike foliage makes it ideal as a stand-alone lawn specimen. ‘Cibles’ is an outstanding rose for northern gardens that deserves to be better known.
RIGHT PLACE Landscape specimen; hedge




A ROSE SANCTUARY


‘Cibles’ came to me from the Sangerhausen Rosarium in eastern Germany. Sangerhausen was established in 1903 to assemble all of the roses known at that time in one garden, and most contemporary breeders were eager to contribute their creations. The collection at Sangerhausen soon grew to several thousand roses. Through world war I, Germany’s subsequent economic chaos, and the nazi and Communist eras, the roses at Sangerhausen grew on. Finally, with the fall of the Berlin wall and the reunification of Germany, the world was presented with a time-capsule garden full of wonderful roses that had been discarded or lost by a western world often preoccupied with what’s new. ‘Cibles’ is just one example of a superb heritage rose now available to the world again thanks to its preservation at Sangerhausen.
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COLETTE


CLASS: Shrub


BLOOM COLOR: Apricot-pink


BLOOM SIZE: 4"


INTRODUCED: Meilland, France, 1994


REPEAT BLOOM: Heavy


WIDTH: 6'


HARDINESS: Zones 4–9


As David Austin’s English Roses marched through the horticultural world in the 1980s staking out spots in garden centers, the pages of gardening magazines, and the minds of consumers who might not have otherwise followed rose developments, the world’s major rose breeders raced to catch up with this phenomenon of old-fashioned-looking roses on modern repeat-blooming plants. The House of Meilland, responsible for the ‘Peace’ rose and a sizable minority of the roses you buy from a florist, came up surprisingly short with its line of Romantica roses. Most Romanticas looked exactly like hybrid teas, short and stout with glossy leaves and fat, sometimes confused-looking blooms. Some weren’t even fragrant.


‘Colette’ is a glorious exception. It’s a real shrub, graceful and wide, and not a rebranded hybrid tea. Its blooms are apricot-pink, appearing early in the year and repeating as quickly as any rose. It has outstanding winter hardiness and is untroubled by disease. ‘Colette’ reaches 5' tall × 6' wide in my garden.


A sport, first unimaginatively called ‘Yellow Romantica’ and recently renamed ‘Lunar Mist,’ offers all of the same plant qualities and lemon yellow blooms. It is especially valuable for the winter hardiness it brings to this color range.
RIGHT PLACE Groups of two or three plants; shrub borders
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