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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every May baby . . .


Find out why you might give your May baby a name to do with messengers, what is meant by a gift of blue violets, daisies and apple blossom, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Fred Astaire, Florence Nightingale or Queen Victoria?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.









[image: image]


PERHAPS the nicest month of the year in which to be born is May. The month of which Shakespeare wrote ‘Love, whose month was ever May.’


The news has flown round, and all the questions have been asked. How are you? How is the baby? Is it a he or a she, what colour are its eyes, has it any hair, what did it weigh at birth? And now you are to have visitors, and the talking point is ‘What shall I take her?’


Flowers have been pouring in on you, and May is a good month for flowers. Irises of all colours, and perhaps the most glorious of all spring blossom, the lilac, and of course tulips. But it can be possible if you are in a hospital or nursing home to have too many flowers, for there must come a time when even the sunniest-tempered nurse says, sweetly but meaningly, ‘We’re running out of vases, and I don’t know what I’m going to put these in.’
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Fruit is a welcome present, but May is a bad month for fruit. There are forced strawberries to be had, but they are usually very tasteless. Though not exactly fruit, there is of course asparagus, but unless you are at home asparagus is out, for it is seldom looked upon favourably by the cook of a hospital or nursing home. So that means falling back on grapes, and too many grapes can be a bore for there comes a time when everybody is surfeited with them, and you can’t give them away.


For the rich something for the mother to wear is nice, but most mothers have friends and relations who are not rich, and far from being able to bring something pretty for the mother to wear, come to the bedside saying, ‘Do you think this hat looks all right again this year? I really can’t go on wearing my winter ones, but I can’t afford anything new.’


Of course there are always presents for baby. These can vary from rattles to premium bonds, and if the latter very nice too. But those hurrying to the bassinet with premium bonds can be reckoned on a few fingers, and neither mother nor baby really want rattles, and few are the friends and relations who have had the strength of mind to keep the baby clothes they have made or bought until the baby has arrived. So probably it won’t be a present for baby.


It is years of wondering what to bring to mother and baby that has resulted in this book. Two things stand out in all conversations round the bassinet, first that no other topic but baby is really interesting to the mother, and secondly, however leisured the mother may look to the visitor, she has in fact no leisure at all. What with feeding baby, being washed and tidied, doing exercises and resting, she scarcely has time to open a book. The answer clearly is a short book full of snippets, all relating to the May baby.
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