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				INTRODUCTION


			


		


		

			

				From the early beginnings of folk balladeers, bluegrass fiddlers, and cowboy yodelers through to classic crooners Hank Williams and Johnny Cash to modern stars Shania Twain and Keith Urban, this little book introduces you to the key musicians, music styles, and moments in country history. 


				In chapter one, Country’s Roots, we journey back through history to European folk music and Appalachian jug bands and bluegrass, charting the very first country music coming out of the U.S.A. Learn about singing cowboys like Gene Autry and Roy Rogers and different styles of country music, from honky-tonk to Southern rock, in the second chapter, The Many Sounds of Country. Take a trip to Nashville and music venues in It 
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				Happens Here; stop by the Grand Ole Opry or do some line-dancing at Austin’s Broken Spoke. In The Hits and Hitmakers, you’ll celebrate the scores of famous No. 1 songs and the even more famous singers, while chapter five, Banjos, Guitars, and More, gives you the lowdown on the essential sounds that make country country, as well as legendary instruments, such as Clarence White’s Martin D-28 and Maybelle Carter’s Gibson L-5. Finally, Hearts on Sleeves offers words of wisdom, life advice, and thoughts on country music from the most talented performers ever to walk the earth. 


				If you’re planning to visit a country hot-spot or festival, or just want to brush up on your music knowledge, this book will get you cranking up the country on high volume.
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					CHAPTER 1


				


			


			

				

					Learn how folk, fiddle, and gospel music became country, with other genres giving a helping hand along the way.
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				How to Define Country Music


				Whether you call it country music, country and western, or simply country, here’s a definition of one of America’s most popular genres of music from Merriam-Webster: 


				“ Music derived from or imitating the folk style of the Southern U.S. or of the Western cowboy . . . especially: popular vocal music characterized by simple harmonies, accompaniment by stringed instruments (such as guitar, fiddle, banjo, and pedal steel), repeated choruses, and often narrative lyrics.”
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				Folk versus Country


				Although both have similar subject themes about the singer’s life, loves, and loss, folk is generally known as more acoustic and based on traditional melodies, while country music includes elements of rock and blues.
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				Country’s Roots


			


		


		

			

				Aural Tradition


				Folk songs were once passed down from one generation to the next, with the music being played on traditional acoustic instruments. Rather than reading music or lyrics written on paper, the new generations would have to learn the lyrics and how to play the instruments by listening to their relatives or friends perform. 
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				The 


				Common 


				People


				The word folk comes from an Old English word that means “common people,” which was taken from the Old High German folc, first used in the 12th century. A British dictionary describes folk music as “music that originates in traditional popular culture or is written in that style.” 
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				Country music is the people’s music. It just speaks about real life and about truth and it tells things how they really are.


				Faith HillSinger
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				Folk Music Around the World


				France: Musique populaire, meaning “popular music,” 


				is music associated with a social class, the “folk.”


				Italy: Musica poplare, meaning “popular music,” is also music associated with a social class, the “folk.”


				Germany: Volksmusik, meaning “people’s music,” combines class with an ethnic group.


				India: Log git, for the Hindi language, meaning “the people’s music,” also combines class with an ethnic group.


				Czech Republic (and some other Slavic countries): Narod, meaning “nation,” is a music that unites people in the country.


				Iran: Musiqi-ye mahalli, meaning “regional music,” refers to there being distinct folk styles in different regions.


				Source: www.britannica.com
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				Country’s Roots


			


		


		

			

				Ecclesiastical Influence 


				1


				When Christianity expanded in medieval Europe, folk music was linked to heathen rites and customs, so the Church tried to suppressed it. However, it was assimilated into liturgical music, which in turn was assimilated into folk music. By the 16th century, folk music returned to popularity among the literate urban class and some folk songs can be found in Renaissance manuscripts.
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				Folk STYLES 


				1


				Béla Bartók (1881–1945) 


				One of Hungary’s greatest composers, and an ethnomusicologist, he would use a phonograph to record peasants singing folk songs. He named two principle singing styles in European folk: parlando-rubato and tempo giusto. 


				Parlando-rubato


				This style stresses the words, is highly ornamented, and often departs from strict metric and rhythmic patterns.


				Tempo giusto


				This style has an even tempo and follows metric patterns.
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