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To Pam,  


for being a hero to so many. 


Thank you for helping 


me fight my battles. 















The Northern 


Kingdom


The Dwarf 


Forests


The Red 


Riding Hood 


Kingdom


The Eastern 


Kingdom


The Troll 


and Goblin 


Territory


The Fairy 


Kingdom


The Charming 


Kingdom


The Corner 


Kingdom


The Elf 


Empire
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he kingdoms of the fairy-tale world are enjoying a much-needed 


period of peace. After the imprisonment of her evil stepmother, 


Snow White inherited her father’s throne and was crowned queen of 


the Northern Kingdom. In the Eastern Kingdom, Queen Sleeping 



Beauty and her people have finally awoken from the terrible one-


hundred-year sleeping curse. In the south, the Charming Kingdom 


has been in a constant state of celebration since King Chance 


Charming married his beloved consort, Queen Cinderella.


In the southwest, Queen Rapunzel established the Corner 



Kingdom  after inheriting land from the witch who infamously 



imprisoned her in a tower. The Red Riding Hood Kingdom was 


founded by a large farming community that successfully separated 


from the Northern Kingdom. They elected Red Riding Hood as their 


queen, and her first royal act was naming the nation after herself.


The Fairy Godmother and her Fairy Council oversee the 


majestic Fairy Kingdom in the southeast. Together, the fairies and the 



kingdoms of man have created the Happily Ever After Assembly—a 



coalition that maintains peace and prosperity throughout the land.


While the humans and fairies are united in diplomacy, not all 


territories in the fairy-tale world have been invited to their union. 


After centuries of rambunctious behavior, the troll and goblin 


populations have been confined to the Troll and Goblin Territory 



deep underground in the east. The elves live in the secluded Elf 



Empire in the northwest. The majority of the west is occupied by 



the Dwarf Forests, where criminals are allowed to roam free from 



laws and convictions.


Despite the vast range of people and creatures living in the 


fairy-tale world, there is nothing threatening the harmony between 


borders in any way…


Yet.















P


R


O


L


O


G


U


E


P


R


O


L


O


G


U


E


T


h


e


 


B


r


o


t


h


e


r


s


 


T


h


e


 


B


r


o


t


h


e


r


s


 


C


h


a


r


m


i


n


g


C


h


a


r


m


i


n


g















JUST 


LOOK AT IT, 


BROTHERS…


THE DWARF 


THE DWARF 


THE DWARF 


FORESTS!



FORESTS!



IT’S OVER 


FIFTY MILLION 


ACRES OF UNRULY 


WOODS, HOME TO 


THOUSANDS OF 


UNDESIRABLES, 


YES, BROTHER.


 


WE KNOW WHAT THE 


DWARF FORESTS  


DWARF FORESTS  


DWARF FORESTS  


ARE.


I HOPE 


YOU HAVEN’T 


DRAGGED US HERE 


FOR A GEOGRAPHY 


 


LESSON.


NO, BROTHERS, 


I’VE BROUGHT 


YOU HERE FOR AN 


OP PORTU NIT Y.


OP PORTU NIT Y.

OP PORTU NIT Y.


AND IT


 REMAINS THE 


ONLY TERRITORY 


 


WITHOUT  



AUTHORITY OF  


ANY KIND.
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ON HIS DEATHBED, OUR FATHER TOLD 


ME A SECRET. HE CONFESSED IT HAD 


ALWAYS BEEN HIS DREAM THAT ONE DAY 


OUR FAMILY WOULD RULE MORE THAN 


JUST THE CHARMING KINGDOM—HE 


WANTED US TO CONTROL 


ALL ALL THE 



KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD.


FATHER HAD FOUR 


SONS FOR A REASON. 


ONE TO RULE THE 


SOUTH, ONE TO RULE 


THE NORTH, ONE TO 


RULE THE EAST, AND 


ONE TO RULE 


THE WEST.


FATHER 


 


HAD A LOT OF 


ECCENTRIC 


AMBITIONS.


IS IT 


THATTHAT 



ECCENTRIC, 


THOUGH?


…CHANDLER 


IS THE KING 


CONSORT OF 


THE NORTHERN 


KINGDOM, 


 


AND CHASE 


IS THE KING 


CONSORT OF 


THE EASTERN 


KINGDOM.


 AFTER ALL, 


I AM THE 


KING OF THE 


CHARMING 


KINGDOM 


 


IN THE 


SOUTH…
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IT APPEARS THAT FATHER’S 


DREAM HAS BECOME MORE 


OF A REALITY THAN WE 


REALIZED.


IT’S A SHAME CHARLIE WENT 


MISSING ALL THOSE YEARS 


AGO. IF OUR YOUNG BROTHER 


WERE STILL HERE, PERHAPS HE 


COULD TAKE CONTROL OF THE 


WEST AND FULFILL FATHER’S 


WISHES.


POOR 


CHARLIE. 


I BELIEVE THERE IS STILL A 


WAY TO COMPLETE FATHER’S 


MISSION 


WITHOUT CHARLIE. 


WITHOUT


WITHOUT


CHANCE, PLEASE 


DON’T BORE US WITH 


YOUR RIDDLES. GET 


TO THE POINT.
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WE’LL CLAIM THE 


TERRITORY FOR 


THE CHARMING 


KINGDOM 


AND RULE IT 


TOGETHER!


HE’S LOST 


HIS MIND.


THAT’S WHAT HE 


GETS FOR MARRYING 


A WOMAN WHO 


TALKS TO MICE.


CHANCE, THIS IS ABSURD! 


THE DWARF FORESTS’ SOLE 


PURPOSE IS TO BE A 


REFUGE FOR SOCIETY’S 


UNWANTED.


WE DON’T WANT ALL 


THOSE CRIMINALS AND 


CREATURES WANDERING 


AROUND 


OUR OUR KINGDOMS. 



WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO 


THEM IF WE TOOK AWAY 


THEIR HOME?


I SAY 


 


WE PURGE THE 


DWARF FORESTS 


OF ITS CURRENT 


OCCUPANTS AND 


DRIVE OUT ALL 


 


THE MONSTERS 


INHABITING 


 


THE LAND!
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YOUR WIVES AND I MAKE  


UP THE MAJORITY OF THE  


HAPPILY EVER AFTER 


AS SEMBLY.


THE LAW CAN 


 


BE CHANGED IF  


WE PUT IT TO A VOTE.


CHANCE, 


THIS WILL NEVER 


WORK. CHANDLER AND I 


ARE KING 


CONSORTS.



WE HAVE NO INFLUENCE  


OVER OUR WIVES’ POLICIES, 


THEIR ARMIES, OR THEIR 


ASSEMBLY VOTES.


WE’LL ROUND 


 


THEM UP AND SEND 


THEM TO THE GALLOWS! 


 


THEY’LL FINALLY 


GET WHAT THEY ALL 


DESERVE!


BUT IT ISN’T LEGAL! 


THE DWARF FORESTS ARE 


PROTECTED BY THE HAPPILY 


EVER AFTER ASSEMBLY.
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YOU MAY NOT HAVE 


AUTHORITY, BUT YOU 


CAN 


REPRESENT 



AUTH O RITY.


NEXT WEEK IS THE ANNUAL 


HAPPILY EVER AFTER ASSEMBLY 


SUMMIT—RULERS FROM 


EVERY KINGDOM WILL 


BE THERE!


WE’LL CALL 


A VOTE TO ABOLISH


THE DWARF FORESTS AND 


GAIN THE ASSEMBLY’S 


PERMISSION.


CONVINCE YOUR 


WIVES TO STAY HOME 


AND OFFER TO GO IN 


THEIR PLACE.


YOU FORGET 


THE FAIRY GODMOTHER 


IS ON THE ASSEMBLY, 


TOO.


THE FAIRY 


 


GODMOTHER’S SON  


RECENTLY PASSED AWAY


AND SHE’S BEEN ON A 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE.


SHE’LL 


NEVER ALLOW 


FOR SUCH A 


THING.


WHICH 


 


MEANS NOW NOW IS 



OUR TIME TO 


STRIKE!
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COME ON, MEN! DON’T YOU 


GET TIRED OF FEELING 


HELPLESS?


HELPLESS


WHAT I’M PROPOSING 


GUARANTE ES THAT.


I ADMIT, IT’S 


INTRIGUING.


WHY THE SUDDEN 


INTEREST IN FULFILLING 


FATHER’S DREAMS?


BECAUSE FATHERHOOD 


 


IS UPON ME. CINDERELLA 


IS PREGNANT WITH 


 


OUR FIRST CHILD.


FOR ONCE, WOULDN’T 


YOU LIKE TO KNOW WHAT 


REALREAL POWER TASTES LIKE? 



WOULDN’T YOU ENJOY MAKING 


A DECISION THAT HELD 


REALREAL 



CONSEQUENCE?
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THAT’S 


WONDERFUL 


NEWS!


CONGRATULATIONS, 


BROTHER! THIS CALLS 


 


FOR A CELEBRATION!


INDEED. AND I 


 


CAN’T THINK OF A BETTER 


WAY TO CELEBRATE THAN 


BY EXPANDING THE 


FAMILY EMPIRE!


WOULD A 


GOLDEN CRADLE OR 


A DIAMOND RATTLE 


NOT SUFFICE?


IT’S MORE THAN 


THAT. I WANT TO 


LEAVE BEHIND 


MUCH MORE 


THAN FATHER 


LEFT ME.


…A MAN 


DOESN’T TRULY 


RULE UNTIL HE 


RULES IT 


ALLALL.



I WANT MY CHILD TO BE 


BORN INTO POWER—



UNDENIABLE  




UNDENIABLE  




UNDENIABLE  



POWER! 


AND AS 


 


I’VE COME TO 


LEARN…


SO YOU WANT TO CONQUER 


THE DWARF FORESTS AS 


 


A CHRISTENING GIFT



FOR YOUR HEIR?
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WE 


SHOULDN’T 


BE DOING 


THIS!


WE’VE BEEN 


TRACKING HER 


FOR THREE DAYS. 


NOW IS NOT THE 


TIME TO GAIN A 


CONSCIENCE.


IT’S NOT 


HER HER I’M WORRIED ABOUT. 



WHAT WE’RE DOING IS 


VERY VERY 



ILLEGAL! THE DWARF FORESTS 


 


ARE SUPPOSED TO BE A  


SAFE ZONE FOR  


CRIMINALS.


THE PUNISHMENT FOR 


HUNTING DOWN A WANTED 


FUGITIVE HERE IS A YEAR 


BEHIND BARS!


WELL, 


 


I DON’T PLAN ON 


GETTING CAUGHT. 


DO YOU?


IT’S NOT 


 


ON MY TO-DO 


LIST.
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I SUPPOSE IT’S 


EASIER TO SEQUESTER 


CRIMINALS IF THEY DO 


IT BY CHOICE.


BESIDES, SOME 


 


MIGHT SAY LIVING IN  


THE DWARF FORESTS IS  


A FATE EVEN WORSE  


THAN PRISON.


IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S NOT 


THE 


LAWLAW WE SHOULD BE 



WORRIED ABOUT—IT’S 


HER!HER!  



I HEARD SHE FOUGHT OFF  


A PACK OF OGRES WITH  


HER BARE HANDS!


I HEARD SHE 


 


WAS TAUGHT TO 


SWORD FIGHT BY THE 


DEVIL HIMSELF!


IT’S A FOOLISH LAW, 


ANY WAY.


I HEARD SHE 


WENT OVER 


A CLIFF IN 


A BURNING 


RUNAWAY 


CARRIAGE AND 


WALKED AWAY 


FROM THE 


SCENE!


WHY WOULD THE 


HAPPILY EVER AFTER 


ASSEMBLY PROTECT 


CRIMINALS?
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WILL YOU SHUT UP? THOSE 


ARE JUST 


LEGENDS!LEGENDS! THEY’RE 



STORIES TO KEEP MEN 


LIKE US FROM ENTERING 


 


THE WOODS.


SPEAKING OF, HOW 


MUCH DID YOUR 


 


MYSTERIOUS 


BENEFACTOR SAY 


HE’D GIVE US IF WE 


CAUGHT HER?


THAT’S 


 


A FORTUNE! 


WHO IS HE?


I DON’T KNOW. 


 


HE WORE A CLOAK AND 


INSISTED ON MEETING IN 


 


A DARK CORNER OF A PUB.


HE’S 


RICH.RICH. 



THAT’S ALL WE 


SHOULD CARE 


ABOUT.


HE GAVE ME THREE


SACKS OF GOLD


UP FRONT AND 


PROMISED 


DOUBLEDOUBLE 



IF WE BROUGHT


HER TO HIM


ALIVE.
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LOOK!  



HORSE TRACKS!  


WE’RE GETTING 


CLOSE!


SHE MUST 


 


BE INSIDE THAT 


BARN!


SLAMSLAM


13















BE A GOOD 


LITTLE GIRL 


AND SHOW 


YOURSELF!


WE HAVE SOME PORRIDGE 


FOR YOU! IT’S NOT TOO 


HOT, NOT TOO COLD, BUT 


JUUUUUSTJUUUUUST RIGHT!



YOU’VE BEEN FOLLOWING 


ME FOR THREE DAYS AND 


THAT’S THAT’S THE BEST LINE 



YOU COULD COME 


UP WITH?


HURT ME? 


STUPID BOYS…


OOOOOH,  



GOLDILOCKS!    



COME OUT, COME    



OUT, WHEREVER     



YOU ARE! 



SO YOU’VE 


 


NOTICED US!  


DON’T WORRY, 


LOVE.


SURRENDER 


YOURSELF NOW 


AND WE PROMISE 


 


NOT TO HURT 


YOU.
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…I BELIEVE 


YOU’RE MISTAKEN


ABOUT 


WHO WHO IS 



HUNTING 


WHOM.WHOM.



UH-OH.
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GOOD GIRL, 


PORRIDGE.


ALL THE 


RUMORS ARE 


TRUE! 


 


YES.


YES.


YOU REALLY 


WENT OVER 


A CLIFF IN 


A BURNING 


CARRIAGE!


YOU 


DIDDID  



FIGHT OFF A 


PACK OF OGRES 


WITH YOUR BARE 


HANDS!


P


F


F


F


F


F


F


T


.


P


F


F


F


F


F


F


T


.
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AND THE DEVIL 


HIMSELF TAUGHT 


YOU HOW TO 


SWORD FIGHT?


NO... 


I TAUGHT   



HIM!
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THANKS FOR ALL YOUR HELP, GIRL. 


I’M SORRY THIS DIDN’T HAPPEN SOONER, 


BUT I HAD NO IDEA IT’D TAKE THEM SO 


LONG TO CATCH UP WITH US.


I KNOW 


EXACTLY WHAT 


TO DO WITH 


THEM.


DON’T 


W ORRY. 
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WELL,  



WHAT DO WE 


HAVE HERE?


MAKE SURE 


TO VISIT THE DWARF 


FORESTS AGAIN, IN SAY…


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN  



MONTHS!



PLEASURE DOING 


BUSINESS WITH YOU, 


GENTLEMEN!


M


H


M


M


M


M


M


M
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M


M


M


!
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GOLDILOCKS!
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